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PERSONS AI-,D ORGANIZATIONS IMPLxCalED. AflD SUBJECTS 

1 . Von PAPÜJM 

a. Explanation of Turkish sovereignty over Straits (p. 3-5) 
(l) Pr.ssr.ge of German ships in 1944 (p. 8) 

b.Participation in German-Turkish Pact of 1941 (p.5 - 7) 

2. RIBBENTROP 
a. Negotiations with Russia for joining with Three Power Pact (p.2) 

CONVENTION OF UJNTREIJX 
Von Papen says he cannot indicate what the German attitude was towards the 

Convention of Montreux -of 1936, he was not in any official position at that 
time and is not informed about it. Moreover, Germany had not been a member to 
that convention (p.l) 

Germany's policy towards Turkey hes always been friendly, thus if Turkey 
accepted that convention the Germans would have no objections (p.l). 

He does not believe that the cuestion of the Straits come up ±n Ribben-
trop's negotiations with Moscow in august, 1939. But he, as 'an ambassador, was 
not informed about what happened in Moscow (p.2). 

.it the time of Molotov's visit to Berlin, in 1940, he was likewise not 
informed r.bout the negotiations, but later Ribbentrop told him that one of 
the Russian conditions for joining the Three Power Pact was certain control 
of the Straits and changing the Montreux Convention. The Russians were opposed 
to the spirit of this convention and to Turkish sovereignty. This information 
was given to Papon by Ribbentrop when Hitler or Ribbentrop had declined to 
accept Molotov's conditions (p.2). 

TURKISH SOVEREIGNTY OVER STRÜITS 

Germany's general policy throughout the last century, similar to that of 
England, was that the Straits were to be in the possission of the Turkish 
government (p.3). The Turkish government was - in Papen's »pinion - quite 
willing to confer about changing the Montreux Convention, giving the Russians-
moreright, such as the passing through of warships, etc. (p.3). 
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Franz von Papon, 24 October 1945 P.: 

; ! Does not recall an Anglo-Russian declaration of August 10,1341, (six 
weeks after the German attack on Russia) guaranteeing Turkish control af 
the Straits, etc. (p.3) Papen believes that every guarantee given to them 
by the British was welcome (p.3) but he was never told so intimately by 
the Turks. 

When, the Germans approached the Turkish frontier in the Yugoslav campaign 
there was great excitement, so that Papon asked Hitler to write a personal 
letter to President Inonu, explaining there was no intention to attack the 
Straits, and that German, troops would remain about 30 kilometers from the 
Turkish border (p. 5). 

h-

GERMAN -. TURKISH PA6T OF 1941 

Emphatically donios that the German-Turkish friendship pact of June < 
18,1941, had anything to do with tho attack on Russia. The attack on Russia 
had been kept very secret. Moreover, tho friendship pact had boon negotiat­
ed by Papon for almost .one year, 

Papen refers again to- the memorandum of May, 1939, of which ho sent 
a copy to Hitler, Brauchiisch, Keitel and Ribbontrop after his first visit 
to Turkey (p. 5). At that timo, tho SJurks saw a menace in Itrly's occupation 
of Albania, a menace t« tho Straits and thus to Turkish security. In his 
memorandum, Papon first pointed out tho dangerous sitiation in Turkey and, 
secondly, tho danger of a general war because of tho general Eurtpean 
situation - Danzig, Polish question, etc. Ho came in it to the conclusion 
that Germany could not win such a war, from a military point of view (p.e). 
Thus he maintains that the German-Turkish friendship pact was tho outcome 
of his own efforts since 1939 (p.7). The Turkish govornment told him 
especially - when tho treaty was made - that it was signed with the consent 
of the Allies, the British (p..7). 

PASSAGE OF GERMAN SHIPS THROUGH DARDANELLES 

Asked to givo some information about certain instances in June, 1944, 
of German ships passing through the straits, against which tho British 
and maybe the Russians and Americans made protests, Papen describes the 
incident, as follows* The Gorman Naval High Command asked the foreign 
office to instruct Papen to halp in the passing through of certain Gorman 
ships not prohibited by tho Montreux Convention, because they wero not 
armed, etc. He asked tho Turkish foreign minister, and upon Turkish re-
quost, Papon asked his naval attache, who told him the ships wore O.K. 
The examination of ono of those ships provod the Gorman statements to be 
•falsa. This rosultod in the dismissal of the Turkish foreign minister, 
Mr, Numan, early Juno, 1944 (p.8), 

Papen loft Turkey August 4, 1944, after tho rupture of relations 
.between Germany and Turkoy (p.9), , 
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