IFVZRROGATTION DIVISION SUiARY

Interrogatica o I PipEN, Fraaz '’
By: Col. Cuxrtis u. “Llliams, 13 October 1940, p.m. Nuremberg

¢ BSOS TMPLICALID AdD SUBIECIS:

V0. PAPEN, Franz, and aanoxatioa of Anstria
a, Agree." .: of July 11,1936 (pp.l. ,38,39)
b, Tav's plan (pp.2,3,11) : -
- (1) Rudolf Hess fpp.? 3)
¢,  :dazi Party in Austria (vp.4,5,18)
d. German arms for Jazis ° . Austria (pp.5,9)
e, Schuschaigg's role (p*. 3,6-9,17,38,43, 47 48 49)
£. Guido Schmidt (pp. 10,45) S0
g. Role of Hitler, Hlmmler, Goering and Ribbentrop (pp 12
15,13,39,44,46,47,48,56,57,58,59,60)
h, Mec ting of Hltlor, aad bchuscanlgg (pp.l4, 19 20,21, 22 23:
24,25,26,27,28,20,30 ,32,55,57 , 40,41 , 42 , 43 45, 46 |
(15 Presscace of geu 2318 (pp 27 29)
(a) Keitel (p.29)
. (2) Role of Rlbbeﬂtrop (pp.30,31,45)
' {3) Rolo of Soyss-Inquart (pp. 32,33, 34,35,36)
i. Armed invac.on ¢’ Austria (pp. S lo 50 51 52,58 ;54 55)
(1) Telepho.- coavnsition botween Goering and 3 eyss-.
Iag.1irt. (pp. 51,53,55)
(2) Keitel, von Brauchitsch (pp.51,53,54)
jo Pleb'scite in Austria (np 51 ,52)
k, Pap:i's docc ‘.tioa for . ::n3ss 1a Austria (p. 60)

CCRE DRI OF JULY 1), 1938,

Von Papen staies that the Germian govorameat held to the agrae
ment of July 11,1736, up to February 4,1938; that he, as offieci
represeatat’. > of ‘jermary did overythiaz to help keep up this
agreemoant during that timo, Docs not consider it his business 't
defead Hitle» 1 any 2y . (p.1) linin poiat of agrecment was tho
recogaition o. .us.ria's independoace 2. sovereigaty. This was
also tho maln point of von Papca's azr:..cat with Hitler, made
‘wthen he started out on his rission in 1934, that Austria‘s - in-3
dependcace and sovarcigaty wmus* bz recognizod aad that no arme
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fdfcevvns to bo used to cﬁnmp it, only frieandly meaas. This was
‘adhered to until the date of von Papon s recall; thinks ho was -
:recalled in order to put aside the agresement with him, (2)

TAV's PLAJ

Claims he never saw so-called Tav's papers; w7as greatly sur-
prised whon told thev ha! been signed by Rudolf Hess and thinke
it is most unlikely .»at Hess sigaed them, sinco he was not a
‘moember of gover:s oent, just Jic deputy hoad of the Party (2).

it 1s true that Tavs papors outlincd a plan for armed invasion ¢ ¥
ustria, this surely would constitute a flagrant violation of ag-
raement of Jaly 11, 7936, But F “7a ropeats disbelicef that Hess
ould have signod g »lan th .¢ had been dravn up by Tavs,
‘member of Austrian nzi underground movemert (3)., Admits that
chuschnigg made off .2l complsint to him, as minister, but that
Schuschnigg didé not say it was .1 official document sigasd by Hes:
‘Papen alway understool it was a plan of Austriaan dazi undargrounw
ovenent (%), Denir. kiowledge that the plan was made for an in-
‘vasion of Ausviia; wsrely -lmits violatioas by the press on both
“sides. H2 says he had a suspicio.l that the Jazi undorground peopl.
‘1.0, the Austr’ . Lezion ia Gormany, wsrc *7ying all the time to
et Hitler to acov, t¢ effect vhe Luaschlu. - (4-5) Admits he was

' awvare of many facts, such as the Wells i.cidont, that Hitler and
he Germ.: goveramcat, througq press and radio, werce trying to
influence the type of goverament ia Austria that was to como; to -
i - disturb relatioas a.d holp the  rowing Jational Socialist movemear '
© in Austria (5). o

- JAZI UADGRGROUMD I AUSTRIA

- Denies knowledge of German goverament scading ammunition, gu.
¢ and supplics to .ho illegal T™tiomil Socialist Farty ia Austria,
- be used in attacks on the Austrian goverament (5), States that
jchuschnigg noever made such complaints to him, and that he himse]
d never hoard of bombings or interruptiag of railway communio

]

.. Papon admi*3 cu-rectnsi. of 3Schuschaigg's accouat (6-9) b
points out that chorc is no word in 1t of delivering arms and a
‘munition or bomb plotting (9). sSays he nover heard of the austr
oan goveramer . havins iatercepted scaled packages containing ammu-
nition, guns, etn. . + at Dy the scruwan govorameat to the illegal
“Austrian Nazis (9;. Jrom July 1937 on, discussions of rolations
i botweon Gormany and .istria wore no longer hold with Schuschnigg
. :but from then cn vitu tho fore® 'a minister, Guido Schmidt (10),
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Papon knows that the Tavs papors co...ined a plan to assass
‘nate him. =3 a pretext for an invasion of austria, but says he:
doesa't know whother this was o~rnestly plaanos or not. Didn't
know that Himmlor asked to ass~:sinate Goneral Liuff instead of

Papon (11).

WZETING HITLIR - SCHUSCHAIGE

Was in Berlin, one weck bofore he was recallod, at thoe timo
of the Fritsch, von Blombergz aad von dJourath crisis, Is vaguo as
- to vhethor or not he hid 2 tilk with Hitlor at that time; finall
. donics ho had a talk, cither with Hitlor, Himmlor, Goering,
“ibbentrop (12), After his rccall, ho mot Hitler at Borchicsgads:
Ribbontrop was prosont 2t tho confecrcne:s in place of von Nourail
(L3) Payon doscribe @ convorsation with Hitler, asking for roas-
vhy ho had boon call 4 and- .iggosting that Schuschnigg soomod .
- clined latoly tc have a personal talk with Hitlor about all tho
grievances, Hitler sent him back to Vioana to tcll Schuschnigg
~ho would be “oelighted to talk with him., (14) Papon dooes not be-
liove that hitler -7 »~2dy had dcviled to invade austria vhen hoe '
 saw him and Ribbu....op at Berchtesgaden, or ho would not have mad;
~his spooch in Reichs:ig aand Ribbentrop would not have gono to
London (15).

I35

Denies an agexia "/as drawa up by hir and Schuschaigg prior:
) Sohuschni§~'s L1tk wiv> IILTICTS Says uoe made Schuschnige no

_promises (17), admivs th:y Austrian Nazi party abselutely dopon
od on *.o Partv in the Reich. (18) Says ho docs not .romember thal
Schuschaigg st. 1lat-d coanditions “or hiz <alk with Hitler (19~
20). Ho is of the opinion that a communli~. about the outcome of.

 the Hitl r-3chusobnigg talk wis purely a mattor conceraing Hitlo
and Schuarhmigg, that ho had anothing to do with it (20-22). Deni

-4t Prolised Schuschnigg thr' tho communique after the talk
with Hitlor would coataia cor’ ..n2 stitomonts (23-24). Maintains®
he did not Yurc Schuschnigg to Bovrchtosgaden (25-86) Donies he
promised things to Schuschnigg (26) ; o

Donies having told Schuschnigg vhen mooting him at the bordo
on his way to Berchtesgadca, oa tho morning of February 12, 1938
that a fow gonerals would be with Hitler; says he did not know th
gonorals were thero. Says ho stayed with Schuschnigg in Salzburg
- during the night of February 11, 1933 (27). Donics the truth of
- Schuschnigg's statemont that Papen mot Schuschnigg at tho bord:
. maintains they wont tog.'.Lwr all tho way from Viocana. to Bercht:
. gadon (27-28). Papc.. “hinks it is possiblo ho may havo told
- Schuschnigg, whe as2d by him, that ho might moot Keitel thorc
~for Keitel was always in tho antechamber of Hitler (29). Says ..
; %eigol vas nimed Chief of Staff of O0KW about Fobruary 4, 1938
(29). - ,
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Papen,descr

bosvzhat to0x placc at the Fuchror's Borghof.
4 ;cims not to have boon prosont at the conversatioas, only drop,i

now and thon, in ono instance he came ia whoa Hitloer vory -
harply attacizod Scb- -chnigg for 1irk of Gorman fecliag, ctc., ant
istatos that ho dofor

d Schuscha. gz to Hitlor (29-30). Belioves i
§ possiblo that Rib. »ntrop had dra*=m up writtcn domands and give.
em to S

chuschnl g 18 Guido Sc'midt, but claims ho did not scc
30-31); claime ho intorforcd ia Schuschaigg's

Aftor haviag bc n told what th¢so deuands woroc, ho recalls
;- but thinks it sas a question ¢aly of haviag a ~Jational So-
alist in tho c-~bia~t, not the domzad the Soyss-Inquart should
"givon Ministry of TI.adorior, Says ho momx .rs thoso domands,
with tho oxcoption of tvo, but coasidcrs 1. true (32-33),

Says ho dosired Soyss-Inqua:t fHor place ia cabinot bocauso
@i knew he was a Cat wlic, a mo”srate man aad would bring about
chluss in ovolutioniry way (34). 3litlor did not know Seyss=
quart, but Papen agsured him that o was a Sational Socialist;
Ys von Keppler, hig closc collabomator, who was murdorod latcr,

w7 all Austrian Mazis, hold oeyss-»nquart to bo the bost of them
“tho post (35). Hitler agroed and Schuschnigg also did not ob-
6ct to Seyss-Inguart (35),

Papon modifies this statomont, 2ys Schuschnizg did not ob-
u‘p to taking Soyss—Inquart into thn cabinot, but did objoct to

ng him the post a3 Pc. ico Ministor. (36) Adunits that Schus
“had 2 vory har:

ime duringhis conversation with Hitler (2 .
sits that he proats 4 Schucchnigs 'she agroomont of July 11,199
’_d vbo maintainced (38); admi

admlbs thae Hitler 4n some socnce -’did
~abide by the 173 6 agroomont (39); admits tho corroctncss of
chnigg's doscxuiztion of his 3etiing with Jitlor (40-41).

-

,Papan says h. ¢ .d not make a.y agrocomont with Schuschaigg
qr to his Borchtesgadon visit:

folt sure that thoe 1936 agrooment
‘be the bas 8 of tho convor aiticn;

maintains it is thoe first
. in all thos: yoears that ho ..card the rocal toxt of tho Hitler-

chnigg tall§ Schuschnigg nover gave him a litoral doscrip-
All hoe ro amoars is “hat Schusohnigg complainod to him about
r's harshryss, using zreat prossurc oa him, Fapen claims ho
gizod for tkis mistroatuent (42-4:3). o says ho told Schusch-
ho would ;o .o Hitler aand try to smooti thinze over (43),
joribes how ho roproached Hitlor, but gee no answ>r (44) Ribben-
gropicamo and brought tho final draft of the documsnt, which was
3. ‘lator in ovoning probably by, Schuschnigy, Hitlor Ribbon=-

' uido Yehmidt, Papon says o did not sign it (45).
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Claims he cannot remcmber that afterwards praised him in the presenéec o
< Schuschnigg, Sc’.i1id and I’bbentrop, for ~v1ng given him (Hitler) the opport ;
.ty of taking ov.ur th~ pr. ~ in January Lwud. (ee) Says he did not understandd,%
' ywhat Hitler meant by suyi.ig that, for first time in his life, he had changed a’ %
~resolution; docs not even —:member this remark (46-47), Rcpeats he cannot re='ig

membor any of theco remariis but that th:r might be true if Schuschnigg testis=

. fied to them (47). b e

) Hitler in his Reic..otag sposch of February Ro, 1938 made mention of. the
+ agreement in friendly words and .zd words of great praise for Schuschnigg
. (47)es Agr-:s, on hecring the text of Hitler's speech, that speech was not |
friend%y towards &-. ~ichnisgz, had remembercd it as ..:»2 cordial in tonc.
48-49), ‘ ;

ARIY MARCHE. INTO AUSTRIA

& The activities of uational Soci:” ist Party in Austria probably inereased
after Berchtesgaden conference. He was in Berlin on March 12, 1933, when Army:
marched into Austria. Arrived by plane on tho 1lth, went to Chancellory,' ‘
" stayed therc whole day. Says he cannot recall that von Glaise-Horstenau came!
~on the same plane with him to B crline. In the Chancellery werc: Hitler, his
.staff, Keitel, Brauchitsch, Goering, Neurath, Goebbels, Capte. Wiedemann (50
- Denies having been present at any of the telephone conVGrsatlons, Goering
calling Scyss~Inquart, etc. since these were conducted in another room (51).°
. Says he learned that preparctions for armed invasion were underway when he. i
saw the military men (51). Keitel and von Brauchitsch had charge of plans. Von
Neurath had been called back because of Ribbentrop's absence from Berline Feel
sure that von Keppler had arriv:d in Vienna from Beprlin the day before Papen
left Vienns; that they to kod together about plebiscite (51=53) Keppler said
Hitler was opposed tu the .lebiscitc, Papen tried to induce Schuschnigg in v
~ to changw it. Kepple. said 1t was too late now and that Schuschnigg should =
resign (58). ,

‘ Papen maintains he ¢ i:cted to acti.i: against Austria, to Hitler, Goering bl
~and Neurath (52). Clci.l, remembers that Neurath and the military, particulary &

von Brauchitsch, were absclutely opposed to armed invasion. Keitecl -~ on other
" hand ~ alwoys carried out -1t1vr s wishzs. Jodl was not present (53).

Repudiates Wiedemann's ciatement that he (Papen) was present when Goerings
slephoned with Sevss~I.mart (53)e Goering afterwnrds told him about the con=
repsation, About o PMe, Coering _aid Schuschnigg would resign; a new govern-:
~ ment would be formed, cverything would be finece All were greatly relieved.-
* Papen claims havin~ urged Hitler, Neurath and prob:™? 7 Brauchltsch, that thle
should withdraw th. order o march in, and that Hi ™ . did (53-54).

3 Later, scmeone brought in teleg:om that government could not be formcd,(
. President liklas opposed it. Then Hitler or-<sred preparations to march, about
<6=7 PMo, giving orders to Keitel, who -~:ted as letter carrier, giving order: to'”
Brauchitsch (54). 25 not know whoth » Pr-nchitsch was present at that time
(55)s Thinks, troops marched next morning. Denies having been present when
© Goering phoned Seyss~Inquart, demanding Seyss~Inquart should wire for troops:




on pretc t of murder ano hloodshed in Vienna, but rccalls that Neurath sald
Nthis call for help is imvortant, w.c must have it confirmed" (55). Doesn't k.-
whother it was confirmed. Says hc played part of figurchecad that day. Hitler .
overthrown his (Papen's) work of four years when he marched in (56).

¢ Papen reitoratoss v lag incident oi Pinkerfeld, when Hitler wanted to
march in but Papen poccii...d him (56=57). Says therc were many similar incidents
that the were presonce of the Austrian Legion in Germany, in special camps,
. produced such incidents (.s). Believes, things were moving too slowly for
Hitler's taste aftour 1937, and that thit was why he wanted to replace Papen by
somegone morc active, who migat help him with his scheme (58). Thinks Hitler's
“ntention to act may h.ve been influenced by the change in Mussolini's attitude
from opposition to pro-Axis po! .cy. Hitler did not march in after the Dollfuss
murder, bocause uncertainty prevailed as to whethor other powers would offer

-

~armed protest (597 ),

PAPEN DECORATED

‘ After march into Vlennw, Hitler scat Popen congrntul;tory telegram and
honnorary Party insigni-e Snys he did .ot deserve insignia, but felt satisfied
with hav1ng done his duty fur four ye rse He ras compelled to accept Party
insignia, though not o mecmber of the Party. Believes Hitler was glad Papen ob=
. tained the agreement of July 11, 1936 for him, He (Pzpen) wanted to solve the
"‘Austrlan problem in peaceful way. {(60)

3 Papen thinks he was successful because there was no bloodshed. Was always
. in favor of the federal systam of Ui rmany, not of unification; wmnted Austria to
‘be autonomous, within the frome of the German Reich, ete.(61).




