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; X INTERROGATION DIVISION SUMARY
fa{;rrogation §f¥von-PAPEN. Franz

By: Mr. T.J. Dodd, 13 October 1945, AM, Nurnberg
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Persons and organizations implicated, and subjects.

1 Von PAPEN

a. Knowledge of Seyss—Inquart's call for armed assistance in Vienna.-
11 March 1938 (p. 1-2).

b. Opposition to Rome-Berlin Axis (p.. 6).

fer c. Efforts toward peace as ambassador to Turkey (p 4-8, 14, 16,
18-19, 20-21).

(1) Relationship with Ribbentrop (p. 6, 22)
(2). Relationship with NSDAP (p.. 21).

d. Peace proposals to Hitler in 1939 (p. 9-11).

:" e. Knowledge of Russo-German relations (p. 14-15).

¥ f. Knowledge of German aims. in Near Bast (p. 24-26).

2. Hmam
a. Purpose of military cempaignse against Balkans (p. 13).
b. Russo-German relations (p. 15-16),
3.,  RIBBENTROP
a. Opposition to Von Papen's peace proposals (p. 7, 10).
(1) Neglect of relations with Turkey (p. 12)

b.. Negotiations with Russia to join Three Power Pact (p. 14-15).

(1) Attitﬁde toward Turkey (p. 16).
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. AUSTRIAN ANSCHLUSS

Von Papen corrects his earlier statements made in reply to questions
what he did in Vienna after having been recalled on the 4th., Says he finds

is memoyy has greatly deteriorated. (p,l) He remembers now that the "falsc!
call for help from Vienna came by telephonc, not as telegram, on the 1llth,

?nd‘tha% Neurath said it had to be confirmed, as it wes most impertant.
{pps1-2) ™

AS AMB/SS/DOR TO TURKEY

Papen gives an account of His mission in Turkey, as follows:
On Holy Friday, he suddenly got a call from Ribbentrop to proceed to Turkey.
It was on the same day thet Italy occupied Albania.(pi3) The post of Reich
ambassador to Turkey had been vacant for over six months, He went to Berlin
: to discuss the situation with Ribbentrop who gave him some particulars about,
the English-French-Russian negotiations, as well as-ebout negotictions with
Rumonia, Greece and Turkey. Papen accepted the post, with a reservation:
said he would go only for the purposc of investigoting the situation and -
“ltrying to keep Turkey from joining the encirclement.(p.4) Papen saw Inonu,
+ the president of Turkey, who told him it was not sco much fear of Gernany
but fear of Italy; thot the menace to the Straits and the posscssion of thc
“ Dodecanesc islands by Italy wos what concerned Turkey. (pp.4=5)

g Upon returning to Berlin,-Papen found Ciano there to sign the Italicn-

-~ German pact to which he, Papen, always had been opposed, as Neurath and

- Hasselt had becn. (p.6) After his arrival in Berlin, von-Papen made a
memorandun dealing with his impressions gained in Turkeyx, which he distributes”
tO'Brauchitsch, Keitel, Hitler and Ribbentrop, to whom Papen was directly
answcrable in his position as ambassador.(p.és This memorandum pointed out
Turkey's wishes with regard to Italy. Provious to this memorandum, hc had a
talk with Count Ciano about Turkey and the Dodccancsc islands. Ciano was very
astonished and trohbled and hastencd to Ribbcgprop complaini?g about Papen.

VON PAPEN!'S PEACE PROPOSALS TO HITLER IN 1939

Papen was desperate cbout the situation crcated by the Russo-Gerrian
g Pact in August 1939, That he then did not resign from his post, was duc to

& concentration camp, otc., or - to fight at the front as commander of a
battalion. Both woys were not his. It secned to hinm he could be morc helprul
. to his country if he stayed on as ambassador to Turkey.
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s He refcrs to the Netherlands minister in Ankara, ilr.Visser, with whon
¢, he discussed the situation.(p,9) Mr.Visscr was on very good terms with the
.fgﬁritish and, aftcr the Polish campaign was over, Papen cleims they sought
¢ to have a conversation with England to return to some kind of pecce.




- Pranz von Papen, 13 October 1945, Ni.,NurcmbErg.

“resunably . in Decerher 1939, Papen tnlked it over with Ribbentrop who deelfi. .
flatly and forbade him to talk to Hitler cbout this plan, saying "there
is no possibility of such a peace talk, we rcject this. It would be o sign
of weakness." (p.10)
Papen, however, talked to Hitler anywey whosc reply was, laughingly:
"No, no, my dcar Papen, we are just going to revise the peace treaty of
Westpholia," which concluded the Thirty Year Var. (p.1l) That famous peace
trcoty split Germony up-in o great nusber of-states, and Hitler said:
"We hove to.revise that, it rmust be done now, there cannot be any peacc
talk, and so on,"
it the cnd of 1939, Papen made o lengthy report to Ripbentrop con-
toining sugpestions on how to obtain peace, or materially to preparc a
fecling of peace, if Hitler would return to the Germen people their
constitutionalrights and rcstore justice. But it produccd no results(p.1l)

On rcturning to Turkey, Papen had to limit his cndeawvors to keeping
: Turkeyg out of the war. leantime, the Turkish prime minister, Sarccoglu, went
& to Moscow to negotiate for a mutual understanding. Ribbentrop was at the
same time on a sccond visit in Moscow, ignoring Serocoglu; and finishing
his own negotiations within threc of four days. Saracoglu, who had been
kept waiting in the antechambers for about three wecks, was furious and
wired from MHoscow to his governnent urgently to sign the allionce with
France and Britain. (p, 12)..

To keep out Turkey from the war if it came to the Balkens, Papen
suggested that Hitlor write a letter to President Inonu, saying he would
order his troops to remain about 30 kilometcrs from Turkey's fronticrs,
since he did not wish to attack Turkey. it thot time there wns not the
slightest reason to cnvisage a German-Russion war, 411 that Papen could
' lo was to stress to Hitler and the Yerman Gencral Staff, that Turkeyx rust
~ not be used as a route to get to-the Suez Connl: This was done, as usuzl,
~ throurh Papen's military attache, Uoncral Rohde, in inkora.(p.ll)

GER N IIILITARY CAMPAIGNS AG/INST BALK/NS

.

P! Tlar coric to the Balkans becausc of developments in Yuposlavia, Yugos-
. lavia and Grecee were overrun. Grecee had been attocked by lMussolini,
‘presunably ~gainst Hitler's will and wishes, But when the Italions could
not get through, Hitler had to help them, though no German had any bad
feclings agninst the Greeks.(p.13)

RUSTQ-GERMAN RELATIONS

Papen says he was not prcsent in the prelininary convers-tions of the
‘olotov confercnce at Berlin.(p.lh) Ribbentrop later informed him about
the contents of the negotiati-ns: thot Russia should join the Threc-=Power-
Pret. llolotov formulated Russia's conditions after his departurc, saying .
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elieves he had sormc part_in Hitler's decision since he had always improsscd
‘on hin the idea that the Balkan countries and the Streits should rcmain
European, -and that necans could surcly be found to mcet ligitimote Russicn
Antorests, in the Straits.(p.15) Hitler decided this price could not be e
paid, and that was the start of growing fecling agoainst Russia, approxinntelyr

in October 1940.(p.16)

Turkcy was much alarned by these negotiations with ilolotov, Thot is why
Papen endcavored to calm Tarkex. The ideo to nogotiate & pact of friendship
with Turkey was brought up,-notwithstonding her treaty with the &llics.(p.16)
Ribbentrop, never satisficd, demonded thaet Turkey should renounce her good
fricndship with the .llics, Finally the pact was signed with the consent of
;ho-ﬂllies, (p.16) only a few doys before war broke out between Germony and
ussia, '

Papen admits his policy in helping tho Turks to stay out of the wer

nay have been against Gormen interests, since Gormany at that timc wns still.
vory strong. Bubt his nain idea was to kecp such countrics out of -the war:

i Turkey, Switzerland, Spain, Pertugel, for a possible later rcconeiliation of
" Europe, (p.18)

_ Denies ever having sugpested to Turkey to lct Germon forces pass throuch
Turkey. In one instonce, he asked to let material, oil,- fuel pass throush
“.when the Gepnan air force started on 2 mission to Syria, from Syria to

! Iraq, Says Ycrmany clways naintained conncctions with Iraq. The president

f the Iraq governrent was at that time in Germany, Lyverything in rclation
with Iraq passed through Papen's office.(pp.18-19

Papen later nanaged to securc for Turkey o loon of 100 milliens, for
aynanent, in exchange for cercals, Turkey only got the armamcnt of onc
‘division. Hitler asked Papcn why "do you want to arm an ally of ny cnenics?",
and Papen replied that he thought it would be in the common intercst to

keep Turkey strong and independent but fricndly towards Gernony. (pp.20-21)

VON P..PEN'S REL..TIONSHIP WITH NSD..P
‘ He mentions that, as always, he had many difficulties with the Party.
¢ He had to put the so-called Gauleiter of Turkey, by the nane of Fricde,

ut of his embassy and, after a long fight, succccded in having him thrown
ut of Turkey.(p,21)

.

_ isked why he, being in the diplomaticscrvice, gave & copy of his necnornn-
dun (sce page 6 of interrogationsreport) to Keitel and von Brauchitsch,

‘Papen replics he thought it wes nccessary for the soldicrs to know his
Judgment of the situation, in viéw of o possible war, Claims there ncver

was telk of moving German forces, ecte. through Turkey to Romacl but soys

it oy have been that Ribbontrop and the military asked hin to find out.

-
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Franz von Papen, 13 0ctoberi19h5,VKM,,Nurcibérp

Says hc never had any dircet cont~ct with Hitler in all thesc ycors, that
211 went through Ribbentrop's office, even nilit~ry demands. (p.22

GERLNS AIMS IN NE..R E.ST

It was his understanding that Gerreny's fincl aim was‘to go, after
crossing the Coucnsus, throush Rumonia to the Persian Gulf, which wes the

svital point, not the Sucz Conal.(p.24) Admits that the possibility of

Gernan arns uniting on the Persion Gulf, sooncr or leter, night have been
discusscd by him with the Turks in .nkarc; it wos obvious, and the Turks
very ruch afraid of it. But the friendship pact was concluded prior to the

‘cutbreak of wor with Russia,(p.25) Cannot renenber any conversation to the

and that ‘Turkey would be completely envcloped. (p.26)




