OFFICE OF U. S. CHEIF OF COUNSEL
FOR THE PROSECUTION OF AXIS CRIMINALITY

INTERROGATION DIVISIOF SUNMLARY

Interrogation of FRANZ VON PAZEN
By: Mr. T, J. Dodd, 12 October 1945, rM, Nmremberg

PERSONS AND ORGANIZATI 1S EMPLICATED§ AND SUBJECTS
1. VON PaPEN

a. Rationalization of his support of Hitler (p.l-=4)
(1) Purpose of uniting Germany in bringing Hitler into
pover (p.l6=17)
(2) Political ineffec¥iveness in second Phase, June
30, 1lv34 to March 1938 (p.l1l8-24)
(3) Service as ambassador to Turkey in interests of
Maintaining world pease after March 1438 (p.26-=32)

b. appraisal of Russo-German relations in regard to Poland
(p.5=8)

c. Appraisal of Franco-German relations (p.8)

d. Views on influence of "Innenr Circle" on Hitler (p.9)
(1) opinion of Hess, Bormaenn (p.3,4)

€. appraisal of German Military leaders, Brauchitsch, Beck,
Halder, Rommel, Kesselring, Rundstedt (p.v~10)

f£. Views on plot of 20 July 1944 (p.11-12)

g. Knowledge of concentration camps (p.l2-15) %

h. Participation in Military action against austria. (p.54>¢
VON PAPEN's RATIONALIZATION OF HIS SUPPORT OF EITL:R ‘

Up to the Munich agreement, the world, the British and:the
French governments, all believed in the possibility of having an
understanding with Germany. and VON PAPEN, who felt responsible
for this government, had the same hope and conviction.pik)Repeats
that he could not take the course of Thyssen, of emigrating and
then writing a book in protest, suys that he considers this as the
worst one could do; the opposite way - his way - was in his .view
‘no less courageous. {giR.) All of Thyssen's property was seized by
Goering, and that Thysaen's son-in-~law died in concentration camp."



Franz von Papen, 12 October 1lu45, Pii.

Thinks that the 30 th of June, 1v34, was the last chance for
action on the part of the army, because at that time tle army
was the sole independent power in Germany, and that herhoped
fervently the army would act, If Hindenburg had still been in
better health, things would have taken a different course. (p.4)

RUSS0-GERMAN PaCT OF 1939

Holds the view that England's alliance with -Polend was a bad

"thing; that the Corridor question could have been solved without

it; that Hitler would never have made war against Poland, if
Russia had not signed the 'llutual 8ssistance Pact'. Everybody

had known Hitler's hatred against Baisheivism,and it was therefore
a tremendous surprise when, from one day to the next, the Russian=
German agreement was concluded, (p.5-6) Again refevs to Hender sonts
book, quoting from it that "one of thermain reasons for forming

- the  agreement was to get Germany embroiled inEurope and then, to

get the chestnuts out of the fire:" states that that was the
reason for the Russo-German Pact, on the Russian side. As he, :
Papen, undepstood it, the Ru331ano had wanted the Ballkan countries

'and.half of Poland. The only way to get it was war, If they did
‘not want to start a war, the next best thing was to encourage

Hitler and suggest to him t.at it was euzsy to overrun Poland. (p.b

Papen deniesfthat, agreement or no agreement, Poland was to
be divided eventually, anyway, He says they never thought of 1t
nor of absorbing Poland. Why change the great advantage to
Germany of Poland's position as a buffer state between uermany and
Russia? (p.7) Claims that while von Moltke was ambassador in :
Warsaw, Hitler was very friendly towards Poland. (p.8)

" FRANCO = GEAMAN RELATIONS

Papen says he was convinced of Hitler's sincerety with regard
to france, that everytn"n" was settled, including the Alsation

problem, Hitler often said; "Alsace and Lorraine were of no use
for either side, thus let this question be settled." (».8)

INFLUENCE OF INIER CIRCLE

Admits Hitler may have 1ntended to dominate Europe in the last

years of the war, not in the beginning. Shares Henderson's

opinion that Hitler had changed 'from top to bottom's Believes

‘this must be attributed to iltlcr s circle, which showered flgttery

upon him.. They said Hitler was the greatesc fieldmarshal in the

.way, In Paepen's v1ew, Hitler was quite incapable as a soldier. (p¢9.
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, Who kept these generals down, so they were not to got popularity

von ?apen, 12 Octpber“IQQS, PM~~

VON PAPEN's: APPRAIbAL OF MILITnRY LEnDuRS

Keitel was never rcegarded as a great- soldier by thc mllltary.
Ther¢ were no outstanding military leaders on. the German side iny
this war. (p.9) Names Brauchitsch, Beck, Halder as belng.very .
good, Rommel was godd, too).a real mercenary, with great coufage,'
ete, Kessclring did very woll With"a few divisions in Italy, T
Even Rundstedt, whom Papen knew wcll, certainly was not a grecat :°
figurc, Papen says this was due mainly to Hitler and the Party

in the army.. (p.10) admits many. gonerala were rcmoved from onc da\
to the next. Belicves, the idea was in the end to have evorywhorex
SS generals and S8 pbople, because after July 20, 1ly44, Hitler
completely dis trusted the army generals,: (p.10)

20 JULY 1944, PLOT

Papcn says it was purc chaonce only if one's namc was not
included”in-thc-1list-Goebbels haddrawn:up -for-the purge+ oanuly
lv44, If thc attompt on Hitler's life had succegdod, the total
destruction of Germany could have becn+avoidod. Himmler would
have been removed, too, if the gencrals' revolt had succcuded,
bcecausc the SS troops werc still in the minority. (p.11=12)

VON PAPEN's ATTITUDE TOWaRD CONCENTRATION CAMPS'

Hc says that everybddy ini Germany knew of the concentration
camps, but only ina generalwayj assuming the inmates were held |
prisoncrs but tredtcd decontly, honostly Papen adds that cveryboc
who knows Germany wcll, -knows®that' thé: average German person is a: .
mild and dccent 1ndiv1dual (p.12). Says ho ncver-coven imagined
that such gangs could be ércated, and that his" only - éxplanation™ s
can bc found in'his PbCOlluCtionS, wherethe writes that total war
on both sidcs, /dcstruction of'cntirc ¢itics with hundrodsvof:
thousands ‘of women and childron, such -&s bombihg of Prosden:
produced thc fecling on the opposing sidc that the war must.be
¢onductcd without rcscrvey that cvery crimc which extinguished®
lives that mightb e uscful to. the other:sidce was justificd in..
total war, He adds that ho connot find another uyplanution.~ :

A0 Hc dcnles cver having hcard that . such crimcs wcro committed
even beforc- the. war boegani Points out that tho,wholo principlc of .
the concentration camp for political prisoncrs was unknown in 7
Germany, too, bcforc .the Nazls rose to powers The idea of concon=- ../
tration camps was an ivoention of dictatorship (p.l3=14). -The :
constitution and parliamentary rights werc suspendcd by HITLER's -
‘Emérgeney! ‘law; of “ July, (1934?). He now belicvus all he has ! .
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- Franz vpm Papcn, 12 October, 1945, PM
-now heard about conccentration camps, Secks to explain thc horrors
~causcd by thc lack of any food in the camps with the complete
destruction of railway and othcr communicds ions, but adds that
”vthc crucltics and outrages cannot be excuscd.

B Papcen admits to be one of the men now living who had a part in
Hitler's rise to powsr and all the historical dcvelopmcnts.'(p.ls)
AS8kcd whether he thinks it is Justificd that he should be dccl\rcd
responsiblc, herecplics that history should decide; that God will i

bcttor.judgc tho motives and intontions behind acts. (pel6). From

& humon point of vicw, hc feecls that he cannot be found guilty

. of all this disaster, Reiteratcs that he is responsible for having:
“holped Hitler to powcr; that later on he took the rosponsibility -
again in Vicnna and Turkey in ordcr to get Germany out of the mess,
Stresscs that he never wantcd to have National Socialism reign in
Germany; ho wanted a normal 1lifc for therpepple, being a conSurvat&v'“
ve mon. The good points of the Wational Socialist program, such as?

~the social points, overcoming of class hutred, appcalcd to him, ;f
He and the pcople felt certain, they could fight Bolshevism. He <3

-considers this a worthwhile and lcgitimatc purposc for which he

. workcd (p.l7) during thec 'first phasc! jof the Eitlor rcgimc, as to

- tho sceond phase = from Junc 30,1934 to lMarch, 1938 - he denics

. having been .rcsponsible HHr Hitler's government; that hie had te

5. fulfill the special task in sustria, (p.18) Ho egain

He denics any responsibility for the cessation of civil rights,
‘or theo enactment of the Nucrnberg Laws, (p.18-19). Maintains ho madk
. a stand when he refuscd to remain in Hitlor's governmént and decli#
ncd to assist in the Reichstog scssion, He opposcd Hitler froquently
when talking wi th him, but rcitcrates ho was agalnst takdéng the
;§§ggnd goursc loft to him, emigration, (p+l19-20) Repeabs that he.
ofuscd to canrynout brdérs‘agﬁinstnﬁenmanﬁJVWSnin “Turkey: cr aguinst
pihbhiidedchooke; sthetodn his own domain We ramdined stcudfast
{p.21}y . Maintains it was lmpossiblc to offer any npctual rcsis@um@q,
“1ike form ng an undsrgrognd movement, ote., insidc of Gernmony. T
"Eitler in the bogimming had been succossful in abolishing the grOW1r e

gla 88 hatrcd, the workers distrustcd Papen's class, but regarded sﬁg
Hitlcew as thclr maon, Papen admits he had the choiec butween active e

opposition to the Nozis, thus making himse¢lf a martyr, and uwhat ; A
jhe did. {24) : &

; The third phasc - after March 1u38 = when Hitler broke his

. word given in the agrcement with England, lcft no morc choice. The
- wholc world then know that all had been futile, then the qucstion
.for a German patriot - like Papcn = was how to save Germany from o *
Torriblke war (p.25). admits that after this fact of dishonesty in

.~ dealing with othoer nations he still continucd to scrve this Nazi
regimo, “in thu hope of provyntlng war, (p 26)
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Ernst von Papcn, 12 October 1945, PM

Papcn states he certoainly did not beclicve in the rightoousnesq
of Gormany's causc when the invasion of Poland bogan, but that he
thought it thc best way to continuce in serving his country in a
position (ambassador to Turkcy) wherc he could do the most good,
perhaps rcstorc peaccs He claims he cwven served in this way tho 3
Allicd intcrests, for hc thought that aftcr this crinminal war had?
been started, the important tnlng was to sa as much of Europo
as possible. (p.27) Claims he would not hhvc qcccptgd the mission:

to go to Turkey as ambassador, scvoral months before the war, ifts
he had not bolicved he could accomplish somcthing to prevent ware '
(p.28) Suggests asking I orthy what he thinks about Pupen and his
activitics (p.31).

Papen continucs to say that hc knows he is in o scrious i
situation, very scrious, before an intemnational court; points to
his rccollcctions which he has written at Mondorf 28 an 'oanina-#
tion of his conscicnce!' «(p.32) ;

PARTICIPATION IN aUSTRIsN aNSCHLUSS

Oncc rorc asked about tho message from Vienna, calling for
assistance against rioters, denics knowle@go of tho instigotor of
the prearronged call for help; soys Goering never told him about., .
iv. (p 54 K

1

VON PuPEN's OPIIION OF HESS AND BORIM.ANN

Papen belicves in Hess!' insanitys. says he was a far milder man
than Bormann, who in cvery way has bcgn the very spirit of Hitlor,
He saw Bormonn only once, in Hitler's prosence. From tho beginning =
he fclt antipathy for Bormann, who was a bad influcncc and most e
rabid in rcligious motters. (p.3)
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