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BIOGRAPHICAL © »PORT \D

Vize-Kangler (Vice Chancellor) 20 Jamudvy 1933 -« 26 July 1934

Birth Tate and Places 29 Octoter 1879, Werl in Westphelis, 1/

Peligions Catholic, 1/
Family Historys His father was & land owner. The family stems from the

Heichskomnissar £r das Saargobiet (Roich Cormissioner for the Saar ;I'erritory)‘.
14 November 1953 - 26 July 1934 .o ‘

Deutacher Potschofter in besonderor Mission in “ien (German Ambassador on
Special Mission in Vienna), 26 July 1934 - 4 March 1938

(After 25 July 1938: Ausserordentlicher und EevollmMchtigter Botschafter in
besondercr Mission in Vien - Amhassador txtraordinary and Plenipotrentiary on
Specadd ¥ission in Vienna)

Deutncher Botschafter in Ankara (Germen Ambassadoé in Ankara), 29 Aprii 1938 -
Auzust 1944

Frbdlzer of Werl and YWeuwierk who had the license to produce salt in the
district of Soest as far back as the time of Charlemagne. His mother was

n von Stellons. In 1905 Papen married Martha von Boch, daughter of the
Geheime Kormerzienrat vonm BochGalhan, co-owner of the famous fim of Willeroy
and Boch, producers of China ware and ceramics in !'allerfangen, Sesr Territory.
He had four mughters: Antoinebte, married to Barem von Stockhausen, f ormer
Landrat }n Holdesheim; Mergerite, Stefanie; Isabelle; and one son Friedrich~
Franz, 1/. , _ _ <

tery History: After graduation from the Kegettenanstalt (Cadet School) in

Mili

‘Fifth Regiment of the Ulanen (cavalry) in Dlseeldorf and was comiissioned & "‘_.\

A
Berlin-Lichterfelde, he decided on a military carser. In 1898 he erferod the -~

Ji8utenant in the same yomr, He became a rider and took part in many horse N\
races. In 1508 he was promoted to First Lieutenant. 'He later trancferred to
the first Roglment of the Guard-Ulenen, in which he beceme & Rittmeister
(captain). During his military career he attended the Kriegssohnile (1ilitary
Academy) from which the graduated, ascuring the right to enter the Prussian
General Staff. In 1922 heuas cppointed Captain in the General Staff and was
ofe of the youngest officers of this grad@ in that department, 1/, 9/.

PeS

Pasen was sont to Tashington as Military Attachd to the German Fmbassy in 1914.
Concurrently he was appointed Military Atteché to the German legation in lexico.
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) ﬁilimary History (cont'd.):

Af'ter the outbreak of war in 1214, he is reported to have fried to organize
larze~scale sabote. e of United States ivdustry and ghivping which vas working
for the Allics. He also was in contact with ihe Yexican bandit, Pancho Villa,
in order to create difficulties for the United States frowm this quarter. He
had some initial success until the Am@vicen suthoritiecs became avare of his
subversive activitiess When it was clearly established that von Papen end his
colleapue, the Vaval Attache, Roy=¥d, were behind numsrous plots arainst Ameri-
can industrial orpanizations, the United States GSovermment -=- at that time still
at p=ace with Sermany ~- asked that he be recalled by his povernment. On his
Jjourrey hcme he carried a list of the persons who had worked for him in the
United Statcs and the swurs he had paid them. This list fell into the hands

of the British who searched the snip which ~on Papen had boarded. Back in
fermany, he was gsent to the Jestern front and became a staff officer in the
Fourty Infantry Division of tie Imperial Guard. MHe took pet in the battles

of the Sowme and Arras. Later he was transferred to Turkesy and appointed

chief of staff of the fourth Osmanian Army, with tne rank of Lieutenant Colonel.
When the offensive launched by tne British Army Torced nim to retr:at from his
hoadquart-rs, which were located in Nazareth at the time, he left behind a box
containing higaly confideatiel materiel. After World var T, Papcn was rcleased
from the army and retired to nis estate, ‘“erfeld, near Wewvl, ~estphalia, l!é/‘éég/o

Work and Political History:

A devout Catholie, Papen joined the Catholic tenter Party. This party elected
him to tne Prussien liet in 1921 and aga’n in 1925. In the 1928 election,
however, he was not returnad to the Prussian Diot because his ow: party had
listed him only in tenth place for tue coustituency of Westphalia«North. £s

a result of the death of one -f the deputiss, Papen 8:8!n served in the Prussian
Dlet from 1930-1932, 1/2/9/. |

He belonged to the extreme right wing of the Center Part end was sbro-gly
opposcd the collsboration of the Center Party witi t'e Social De-ocrats in the
Reich and Prussien covernments, 7/ 2/. In 1525, when Uilhelm Marx, tae loader
of tre Menter Party, used a coalition of Centrists, Derocrats, md Social Demo- .
crats to form a Prussian government (which at that tize had only a small working
majority in the Diet), Papen and two other rizht-wing members of the Center
Party ‘oted azainst this povermmment, elmogt causin: its defeat, g/. Von Papen's
action aroussd wuch bitterness arong the members of the Center Party. This
bittsrness increased a fow woeks lator whe- he oppescd <darx, his own party chi-~f,
and slded with von Hindenburg in tae @lection of a new Roich President after the
death of Prosident Fbort. Therasupon the Westphalien provineial congress of the
Centor Party asked -on Papen for a~ explanation of his rebellious attitude.

dany delegatos were said to have favored his exclusion from the party. Papen,
however, defended himself in an impa.sioned spcech which was a profession of
gaith in the ideals of t.e Center Party. He closed his speech with t.e words:

1 have lived as a faithful member of t.e Center Party, and I intond to die as
such. #nd when T suall have died you will write on rny tombstone: ‘'ilere lies

a faithful member of the Center Party.'"9/ Under the spell of this spcech, the
majority of th: delegates abstained from odpulsion and voted instead fOv a
motion censuring von Papen becausc of his lack of party discipliﬁe,g/.
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Vior¥ and Political History (cont'd.):

Papen became ons of the icading rembers of the Horrenklub in Berlin, a -athcring
place for right-wing eristocrats, and busine~s men. WHe becane a close friend
of Colonel von Hindenhturz who served his “athor as a ki:d of adjutant. Papen
was also introduced to Genoral von Schleicher, the influenctial head ~f the
Heeresamt (Army officu 'n the War Ninistry)s Schleicher saw i: Papen a men
who could win considn-able parts of tio Catholic population from the Center
Party nto the camp of the parties of the right. “hesn the Prining governrent
as disrisscd by Hirdenburg, because reprosentatives of the big landown-~rs in

Faste~n Germany had convinced Hinderburg that Brining’s agrarien policy would
lead to the "bolshuvization” of Gerran agriculture, Schleicher suzzested Papen
as Brlning's successors Hi:denburg, who liked the formsr staff officer and
cavelryman, acqujesced imrediately. Papen assured him that he would win the
support of the Csnter Party. Althoujh certain of his -orination to the chan-

- cellorsnip, e 3tiil found it necessary to try to allay the sugpicions of the
Conter farty. The very e, he was e pointed Chancellor, he told the Preosident
of ti.e Center ‘arty, Prelate Kara, tnat he would not think of a:ceptinz such
an offcr. Prelate Kaas, therofore, was very ruch disturbed when he learned of
Papen's nomination and, in a now femous declaration, stipgmatiz-~d him as the
"Judas @F ’:1e Cenver Yarty,™ 9/. So unanimous was the irritation of the Cen-
trists thet Papent's efforts to win at least sore support from Catholic circles
were a ccmplete failure. The members of tiue Catholic hicrarchy rejscted von
Papen's ove-tures and considored him a traitor. Even the nowspaper Germanis,
the Berlin nrgen of the Center Party, wh’ch which he Owned shares, attacked
hin i- no uncertain terms, 9/. '

Papen had cwmed these Ce mania shares since 1921. Originally this stock had
bo-n the prop rty of “atthias Frzber:er, leader of the Centor Party's left
wing and one~time Prich ~inister of Finance, who lod the Center Party into

a coalition with the Social Nemocrats. TIn orfer »ot Yo be known a sr of

the Cernania etock, Frzberger had nomimelly transferred ther to a certain llerr
Siom-r, @& weelthy Catholic business man in Perlin. 7heu Trebarger was assassi-
neted in 1921, Papen, who knew that Siemer was only the nominal owner of the
sharei, persuaded the latter to sell him the shar—:s and thus he became the
mer of the Germenia. Source says that Papen clashed continously with the

adminstrators and the editors of the paper because of their adherenc: to the
official party line, 2/.

Paprn first osteblished contact with Hitlor in the spring of 19i2, 6/. In
view of the impending overthrow of Chancellor Brilning, Papen met with Hitler
or 28 ..ay 1932 to discuss Papen's plans for forwing a :;jovernment, 6/. In
raturn for tne promise that the Reichsitap would be dissolved, new elections
held, and the ban placed by the Brlining government on "itler's ¢ _orm Troops

(¢A), on uniforms, and politicael demonstrations would be lifbed, (litlor a:r-ed
to tolerate a Papon government, 6/.

On 1 June 1932 Hindenburg appointed Papen Reich Chancellor. Papen set about
forming a Pr8sidialkabinett, that is, a cabinet waich did not reflect the
composition of the keichstag, but governed by virtue of tre .act that it was
backed by tho Reich Presidents Papen failed not only to fulfill Schleicher's
hope that he would win the suppoTt of the Center Party or at least large parts
of the Catholic popuiation. He also had some difficulties with the Nazis.

Trug, on 3 June 1932, Hitler refuscd the Papen zoiernment a written Tolerierung-
gerklirung (declaration of toleretion)s The Papen povernment was composed
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Work and Political History (cont'd.):

. e e ¢

exclusively of old Prussian conservatives, most of ther aristocrats, and the
econoric and social policy which he adopted he face of the grave economic
orisis of 1932 was merely a continuation of the deflationary policies of his
pyedecessor, Brllning, 9/. The Nazis, capitalizing on the diseppointment of the
bYoad masses, therefore felt obliged to oxpress their opposition to von Papen.

Pepen comruted the death sentence Of two Nazi SA men who had becn zuilty of
murdering in cold blood & Polish youth in the villa e of Potemba, Upper SilesSin.
Hitler latsor fr-ed these murders. On 13 June 1932 Hitler called on Papen and
demanded the lifting of the ban erainst the SA, 6/. Under this pressure, despite
the determined opposition of Bavaria, Wirttembo rg, ond Baden, Papen issued an
emergency deoree (Notverordnung gegon politische Ausschreitungen) on 14 June
1932, removing the ban on the SA, uniforms, end political demonstrations, 6&/s

lieanwhile Papen plauned his great coup d'etatn One of uis aims was to oyerthrow
the Weimar coalition governmerit in Prussia and to roplace it with & government
favorable to tue Reichswehr and in sympathy with its rcarmament projectse On

20 July 1932 Papen became Reichskoumissar flir Preuscen (Reich Coummissioner for
Prussia) on the basis of Article 48 of the Kcpublicon Constitution, after
repoeted demands to this effoct had been -ade by Kerrl, dazi Presidont of the
Prussian Dict, Papen promptly deposed the Braum-Severing Prussian government

.with the support of ti:e wilitery. Then he initiated a sweceping purze of all

higher officials faithful to +the Republice The army supported von Pepen and
the Nazis backed his coup d'etat in Prussia. The republlcan governmeat ab-
stained from countcr-measures, s.ch as the mobilization of the police forces
and organiration of & gencral strike of the workers. The government merely

‘accuscd Papen of -iolating the constitution and left his fate cntirely in the

e}

hands of the Supreme Court. The court ruled that Pspen was de Jure a violate
of the constitution and that the old Prussian government was still in office,
but that von Papen should have the right to appoint comnissioners to rule the
Prussian state de facto. ‘epen's coup d'etat in Prusair, which had aroused
bitter enmity in the ranks of the democratic forces in Germany, as had the
betrayal of Briining, provoked the enmity of the Centrists. The coup thus
created another foe for von Yapen: the governments of the states in southern
Germany who fearcd for thelr own security after Papen's actions in Prussiae
The prime ministers of Ravaria and Wirttemberg, Held and Rolz, attacked him
strongly in a session of the Reichsrat, 1/ ¢4/ 9/.

Meanwhile the hostility of the Nsgzis was increasing. On 30 August 1932, the

'NSDAP negotisted with tue Center Party sbout the forration of & new government,

as a mea s of bringing pressure to bear azainst Yapen, 6/ The Prussian Diet,
despite the opposing votes of the nationalist parties, Voted for a non-confidence
motion for Papen as Reich Cormissionsr for Prussia, 6/. On 12 Septemver 1932,
Gbring, Nazi president of the Reichatag, in egrcement with Hitler, decided to
take enerbetxc neasures agaznat von Papen. S ~4M\J§mewﬁ%z;«.ﬂah.wwﬁ<~

the now Rﬁlchst&g; Garin brought to o voto the COLmunist otion to 1if% the
Notverordnung zur leebung der Wirtschaft (Tmergency Decree for the Recou-

struction of German cconomy) \decreed on 4 September 1932), combincd with a
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viork and Political History (ocont'd.):

non-oonfidence motion in the Papen govern:ent. These motions were accepted
by an overwhelming vote (512-42). Howevor, the motion remained witaout the
desired effect because Hindenburg had previously dissolved the Reichstag

on the basis of Article 25 of the Reich constitution, §/ 9/

Pepen, however, showed no disposition to resigne Hitler then asked for an
avdience wita Hindenburg but wes not well received. Althourh the Deutsche
nationale (German nationldist parties) were able to gain part of ths two
million vetes lost by the Nazis in the ensuing election, the Papen government was
still ‘n & hopeless minority. Papen had just returncd from the lausanne Con-
ference. He pretended to have achieved acceptance in principle of Germany's
claim to cqual rights in questions of armaments. At that time he thought that
he would be &ble to win the French over to his point of view. As a member of
the Franco-German Research Comittee organized by the industrialists of both
countries, he considered himself a specialist in Franco-Gorman questions. This
committee had been created on t'e initiative of the Luzembourg industrialist,
Yayrisch, who as heed of the fameus Abed concern, took a keen inter st in
Franco-German cartelization. From the days of his work on the Co rittee, Yapen
had certain sympathizsrs ‘n France, among them Pierre Vienet, who lived in
Germany for eight years as seor-tary of the Commitice and later became Undcr
Secretary of State in the Leon Blum Government, 1/ 2/ 6/ 9/

On 21 October 1932 Hitler putlished a let:er which he had written to Papen

on 16 October 1932. The letter set forth Hitler's negative stand on Papen's
domestic and foreign policies and repled to Papen's speech on 12 October in
tunich where he had presented his justification ¢# the results of tue Lausanne
Conference, /. Less than a montn latsr, n 13 November 1932, Papen invited
Hitler to come to Berlin to discuss the formation of a new govermment. Hitler,
however, declined and proposed, instead, & written exchange of views, f/.

Finally Papen's erstwhile protector, General Schliecher, had to intervene and
convi ce Hindenburg that this unpopular Changellor would have to be dismissed.
Hindenburg agreod reluctantly and is said to have given his photograph to Papon
with tie insoription: "Ich hatte einen Kameraden" (I had a comrade), teken from:
an old soldiers' songe. Pepen resigned as chancelilor and as Reich Cormissioner
for Fussia on 17 November 1932,§/o :

Psgp en then tried with all . mwans at his disposal to undermine tue position of :is
successor, General Schleicher, Together with his friend, Oskar von Hindemburg,
and with Dr. ¥el-sner, Under Secretary of State assigned to the Reich Prosident,
S5 was decided that the time had come to approath %he Magis and to offer them
the Government. The necessary steps with President Hindenburg himself were to
be taken by his friends and neichbors, the representatives of the Prussian
landowner, whom he tristed most. They had to insinuate that Schleicher, too,
was contaminated by "aprarian holghevism.” 6/

The plans for removing Schleicher were skillfully drawn. The Junkors spoke to

Hindenburp, and openly opposed the Reich Chancellor. Hindenburg Jr. and Meissner
approached the Yazis ‘n Berlin. The decisive event, however, was the meeting on
4 Janiary 1933 of Papen and Hitler at the home of EKurt von Schroeder in Cologne.
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York snd Political Uistory (cont'd.):

Schrosder was o Rhenigh benker and industrialis®t who had been supporting Hitler
and his party financially for some time. Papen had arranged for the meeting
and had convinced Hitler on the one hand and the lcaders of the old weaction-
ary parties--the industrialists, the monarchists, the military, and the great
lendowners~--on the other hand, that the hour had come to bring the Nazis into
the government and to abolish the Republic. Papen's viogrephy in Dys Deutsche
Flihrorlexikon (1934-1935) correotly asserts that his political activities made
possible the rise of Hitler to power, Z/ In Schyveder’s home the schedule for
the distribution of the portfoliocs in the proposcd Hitler government ..as agreed
upone On 18 January 1933 Hitler and Papen continued their discussions. Hinden -
burg was easily convinced. On Hindenburg's behelf Papen cerried.on "the very
difficult negotiations” concerning the formation of n new governmsnt. Papen
finally succeeded in persuading Hugenberg, leader of tae industrialists, to

agree to the appointment of Hitler, 6/.%/ Thus, when t.e Schleicher Cabinet
resigned on 28 January 1933, the chancellorship was offered to Ditler.

Paper became Vice-~Chancellor in the Hitler government which tock office on
30 January 1933, He held this position until 26 July 1934. On 6 February
1933, Pspen was also anpointed Reich Commissioner for Prussia, with the
authority previously vested in the Staatsministerium (state Ministry), 1/ 6/
This latter position, however, he held only until 10 April 1933.

On 5 February 1933 Papen received the Bavarian Staatsrat (State Councilor)
Schiiffer who presented a memorandum from the Bavarian Prire “inister pro-
testing mgea nst the ceatrrlization of authority in Berline. Papen undertook to
reassure Schiffer of his (Papen's) belief in tne federalistic foundation of tae
Reich and in the rights of the individual states. Papen further maintained that
these "ears on the part of the Beverian government with respect to the newly
anpointed Reich (Hitler) governuent were unfounded. Nevurtheless, Schiffer
returned to ‘unich completely dissatisfied with Papen's concept of law. The
following months were to confirm Schiffer's apprehensions, Z/ (po 44).

Papen and Labor ¥in'stor Seldte reached an agrsement with Hugenberg (10 February
1933). The latter two, ru:ningz for the Reichstag on the German National ticket,
decided to use the motto: Kampffront Schwarz-Weiss-Rot. Papen supported this
group but did not himself rune. Instead he was elected to the Reichstag on thne
Reicuswahlvorschlag, that is, he was sent to the Reichstag on the Deutschnationale
Volkspartei (German sational People's Party) ticket at lerge on 6 Narch 19.8.

He remeined a m@mber of the Relohstag(as a visitop until 1945, 7/ a/

On the occasion of Qmeoting of nationalist student fraternities of Berlin
Univeristy (21 February 193;), von Papen delivered a significant eddress.
The following pertinent words eare quoted: 7/ (p. 65)

| The nationel movement has seized power. i7e know that it is more

\ difficult to maintaia powor than to seize it. #nd the leadors of

| ; the national movement ought not to :ake the mistake of thinking
that powcr can bte meintained by intellectual manioulation. Rather,

\ it 's necessary to carry the spirit of future developments within

oneself and rive it expression. This is possible only iF we gain

& perspective of the political forms in which the national movement
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Work and Political ilistoty (cont'd.):

came to power. 'ie have appealed to the rnmsses end .ave nationalized
them. This was necessary and must be carried out completely. But no
one denies that the partiés standing left of us love their native land
and affirm their nationality. But in return, these parties should break
with all pacifistic and demoralizing tendencies. Then the road will be
clear and we will not be forced to conduct this cleansing process by
foroce.

When the Reichsstatthaltergesetsz (Reich Governor Lew, £ r the ccordination of
the Gevman states) was nroclaimed (11 April 1933), von Papen resigned as Reich
Cormissioner because, undor the now law, Hitler was eéempowcred to function as
Reichsstatthalter (Governor) of Prussia and also had the right to appoint a
Prussien Prime Winister. Thus he appointed GBring as ch}ef of te Prussian
Govermment. Actually, Papen then had to write an official letter askingthet
he be released from hia position as Reich Commiassi{oncyr. Hitler thanked Papen
for "his great service 'n removing dualism betwcgn the Reich and Prussia and
for sproading the idea of a unified political leadership in the Reich and the
Linder (states)." "_7_/ (p.171).

But Papen continued to serve the Nazis as Vice Chancellor and was useful to
them in his religious status as a devout Catholie. In July 1933 he wae sent

to Rome with the Bavarian Nazi leader and Yinisterialdirektor Luttmann to
negotiate thne Reioh Coacordat with the Holy Sce. This coicordat, extremely
favorable to tue Church, was therefore groeted with enthusiasm by ecolesiastie
cal circles and b, broad masses of the faithful in Germany. But tne ink of the
signatures was acarcely dry when the bazis begen to violate most of the articles
of tne agreement, 6/ 7/ 9/.

A national reforendum wes held on 13 November 1933 to "confirn" Hitler's
decision to withdraw from t e League of uations. In t.e 7ame of the Reich
Government, Papen reaffirred his loyalty to Hitler a.d expressed admiration of
the "genius of Hitler's leadership” which had placed the Vational Socialist
Yoverent in command of tne total state, 7/ (p. 568). :

At a session of the Reich cabinet (14 liovember 1933), Mitler zave Pemen a new
assignment. Pepen becare SaarbefollmBohti-ter der Reichsregierung (Reich
Plenipotentiary for the Sanr), for the puroose of carrying on German propaganda
in this, the home district of his wife. It is significant that he employed
methods which he had first used when he was German Military Attache in the
United S*ates. His assigmment having been carried out, he resigned as Saor
Comnissioner on 26 July 1934, 1/ 2/ 6/ 7/.

Papen was involved inthe purge nf 20 June 1934. This purge was direoted against
the "radical” leaders of the SA (so that Hitler might enjoy the unlimited sup-
port of the Reichswehr and tne industrialists) and a-a’'nst the "reactionarics"
(so that the totalitarien regime might never pass intc hands othor than tiose

of the Vazi lecaders). Pepen had & nign ph ce on the list of reactionaries.
Knowing tuet Hitlor wanted to strike the "radicals", Papon ned advocated for
some time a certain moderation of the Nazi dictatorial systems In -id-June
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Jork and Politiecal History (cont'd.)i

1934 he made a spoech in.Marburg, in which he declared that the Third Reich
should cease to be a ona-party gtate, that certain liverties should be given
back to t.o press aad otaer institutions of public opinion, andthat the
restoration of the monarchy should be consldercd a possible forw. of govern-
me:t for Ger.any. This spoech, written by one of Pepon's sccrotaries, the
Jjournalist, Jung, infuriated the Nagis. Only t.e intorvention of Hindenburg
and apparently the feeling of the Hazis that Papen cculd be useful for diplo-
metic and rolated missions rescued him from the list of the i-tended victims,
drawn up for Berlin end lNorthern Gerrany by %8ring, Papen's personal advorsary.

His secretary, Jung, however, and another of is secretaries, & von Bose. were
Killed, 9§/ &/.

Several weeks later, on 26 July 1934, Fapen's useful-ess was demonstrated.

A¥ter tho sssassination of t.e Austrian Chancellor, Fngelbert Dollfuss, by
Austrien Nezis and the ill-fated intervention of the German Uinister in

Vienna in their behalf, the tefsion between Berlin and Vienm was so great

that t-e position of the Gerrman inister in Vienna, in nor:al times a sine-
cure, had beocore the nost difficult task a German diplomat could fece. Hitler
cffored Papen this positione-with the title of Deutscher Botschafter in be-
sonderer Mission in Wien (German Ambassador on Spucial .ission to Vienna)=s
presuming the t Papen would rake & good impression on Austrimn Catholic circles,
Thev. firet revolted at the ides of ha.vin% to accept the "Judas of +he Center
Party" (see above) as German ¥inister 'n“their ridst. The new Chancellor, Rurt
von Schuschnigg, was preparcd to refuse Papen's acceptance. Then the heed of
the Assooiation of Austyisn Catholic Noblemen, the Duke of Sch8nburg-Hartenstein,
intervened and a sked the Austrian Chancellor toaccept Pepen, lest the Nezis
assassinate him (Schuschnigg). Schuschnigg thereupon agroed and von Pepen pro-
ceeded to Vienna. He had to rove with great ceution; his former activities had
provoked too meny suspicions to allow him quick action, in view of his goal,
namely the r-alization of the Anschluss (incorporation of Austria with Germany),

3/ 4/ 8/ 1/,

On the second anniversary of hiseppointment to taepost in Vienna, Papen was
honored by Hitler with the new title of Ausserordentlicher und FevollmHchtigter
Botachafter in besondered ’ission in Wien (Ambassador Fxtrsordinary and Pleni-
_potentiary on:§peical dlssion in Vienm ), 6/ Pepen remained in this position
until 4 February 1938, at which tire--but & fow days before the Anschluss ap-
parently his mission was accomplished,6/.

-

The thres-and-a-half ysars that von Papen spent in Vienna apparently were full
of intrigue. On the one hand, he did all in his powsr to satisfy Hitler and
the Nazis snd to lure the Austrian government into Hitler's power. Thus, after
"great difficulties had been overcome, he brought about the treaty of friendship
and non-aggression signed bYetween Germany and Austria in July 1936, 6/ (This

success well have earned him tue titlo bestowed on him Ly 'fitler a short
time later).

The forrer seeratdry to the Austrian Federal President, Guido Schridt, whom
Schuschnigg avpointed Under S.cretary of State and /cting Foreign Yinister
and who became Foreign Minister after the Berchiesgaden agreemenl, was Papen's

CONFIDF“TIAL



TV

oy T == ' GO IR TT AL

Work end Political History (cont'ds):

Austrian partner. Schridt, acc‘drding to reports, was "one of the most
elever end iimoral traitors” in Schuschnigg's porsonal entourage. On

.the othor hand, while von Papen conspired age‘nst Austria's independence

ard tried to f ind vays and means to accomplish the Anschiuss, he as also
conspiring age nst the Jazis, 1lis seorstary, Paron von Ketteler, & scion
of the famous {estphalian family of aristocrats and a sincere anti-Nazi,
brought copies of numerous secret documents and other information to the

- Austwinn authorities, informing them of most of the important happenings

in Germany and warning the Austrian government of all significant steps

to be taken by the Nazis. Papenwas well aware of these activities of

his aecretary and encouraged him, only to b etray and desert him when,

afte. the occupatiion of Austrim, the Gestapo learned what had become of the
secrets of tne German Legation during the preceding years, 9/.

Papen knew that the Hezis were also plotting egainst him. On the occasion
of a raid on t::o illegal Nazi center on Teinfaltstrasse, Vienna, the Austrian

_ police found the R.[l. Document (frequently referred to as the Tavs Document).

R.H. (Rudolf Hess)} was the Juthor of a plan to find the pretext for invasion

of Austria by German troops. Nazi agents disguised es Austrian patriots were

to nurder von Papen and thus give the German government the opportunity to
assure control of Vienna. The Austriem Government igformed Papen about the

R. H. project. The r:oult was that Papen rdoubled his efforts to please

Hitler and to make him a gift of his homeland. Armed with the R.H. Document,
Schuschnigg thought it wasy to confront Hitler and to accuse him of having
violated the Austro-German treaty of July 1936, But Pepen and Guido Schmidt
lured him into the trap set at Rerchtesgaden, the outcome of which vas that
Schuschnizg -as confronted with en ultimatumh which virtually made it impossible
to continue an indepandent Austrisn governmént. A fow days before the meeting,
Papen was mysteriously recalled to Germany from his position in Vienna, met

with Hitler, and returned to Austrim with en ipvitation for Schuschnigg to go

to Berchteszeden. Papen's mission to Austria had been fulfilled and he resigned
as German Ambassador to Austria on 4 March 1988, one week before the Anschluss
was proclaimed, 6/. He retired temporarily to his wife's estate in “allerfangen,
Saar Districte A few weeks lator, the body of his secroctary, Baron von Ketteler,
was found floating in the Darube, 3 ¢/ _/ '9/.

For one year, Papen's rotirement was complete. He ias not known to have taken
part in the orisis over C,echoslovekia. On 29 April 1939, as the war clouds
were gathering, he was anpoz.nted German Ambasaador to Turkey eand remained in
this post until Turkey severed diplomatic relations with Germany in August
1944, 6/ 10/. His mission in Ankars was also clear. Te had to win Turkey
over to the Axis or at least to prevent her from entering the war on the side
of the Allies. He wes, furthermore, said to have been the head of the large
network of German spies and agents scattered throughout the Yiddle ast, 11//.

The same source credits Papen in large part for the arrangement of the Russo-
German pact of non-aggression in August 1939 which enabled Hitlor to undertake

the war arainst Polands This source tells of seorct meetings between Panen

and the Russian Ambassador to Turkey on a flshing boat onthe Bogporus. This
report, however, is as yet without confirmaetion. In AnKara Pepen was eu:tremely
active but in retrospect does not appear to have been really successful. He
could not win Turkey over to the Axis and provented her from joining the United
Nations only so long as Germany had a chance to win the war, g/ .
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.Work and Political History (cont*d.):

On 25 February 1942 an attempt was made on Papen's life in Ankars, 12/,
But the premature explosion of the bomb saved his life. Papen demanded
an investization. Lhe plot was attributed to several "Yugoslav Cormunists”
who waere at¥ssted and imprisoned until Turkey severad diplomatic relations

with Germmy in 1944,

On 26 July 1944, five days after the abortive anti-Neri putsch, Papen sent
Hitler a telegrem from Ankare, in which he reaffirred his loyalty tothe Fihrer,
%_/o Aftor his return to Germeny, Pepen received the Rittcrkreuz (Knight's

ro

s8) from Hitlar (15 August 1944) in recognition of Tis services to the German
government, 14/, : ’ )

In recent yoars there have been countless rumors about Papen's activities. He
was said to be trying to negotiate peace with the Alliess He was often re-
ported to be in disgrace with tie Fllhrer and at other times was said to be

the mos t influential maen in litler's councils. Onm numerous occasions it was
sald that Papen would be ready on ghort notice to remove Hitler, form a govern-
ment, and make peace with the Allies. Again, he was mentioned as about to
leave Ankare for a post in Lisbon or Madride On 8 February 1945 it was even
reported that Hitler planned to relinquish the chancellorship to Papen with

a view to getting Germany out of the var, 18/ Most of these rumors, no doubt,
were greatly exazgernted although they give an indication of the vast intrigues
in which Pgp enwas engaged. '

After his return from Turkey, Yapen rotired. Nothing more was hcard about his
activitie#e-if any--thereafter. He was captured by U & troops at & hunting
lodge near Stockhausen, Ruhr District, 15 “pril 1945, 16/. As of 15 June 1545,
Papen was lised among the high renking personalities 1Tcua‘cody at the Allied
detention camp, ASHCAN, 17/.

Summa_xz:

Franz von Papen has had a long career in the service of the German pgovernment.
Under the Empire he served as Military Attache to the German Embassy in Washing~
ton. Under the Republic he was a membefof the Prussian Diet, and, in 1932,
Reich Chancellor, He was the prime figure in the events which led to Hitler's
assumption of power. Under Hitler he was Vice Chancellor for a time. In 1934
he became German Ambassador to AustPia and in this capacity aided substantially
in \Undermining the independence of Austria. He became German Ambessador to
Turkey in hiarch 1938 and held this position until Turkey severed diplomatic
relations with Germany in August 1944.

Papen has thus been a political opportunist throughout his career. He has
represented reactionary policies in Germeny and has engaged in widesproad
intrigue and espionage abroad. Above all, his connivance did much to bring

Hitler to power. Although von Papen was never formally affiliated with the
Nazi Party, ovidence indicates that he has been & Nazi collaborationist of

the highest order and an insBigator of Nazi aggressionm.
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