OFFICE OF U., S. CHIEBF OF COUNSEL
FOR THE PROSECUTION OF AXIS CRIMINALITY

, , INTERROGATION DIVISION SUMMARY
Interrogation of KONSTATIN VON INEURATH

4 Qctober I945, p.m., Nuremberg,
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I. VON NEURATH
&s Use of Auslands Crganisation for propaganda purpo-
ses abroad (p.I-3).
be. Evasion of Treaty of Versailles (p.I2-13,21,22)
\ (I) Plan "Schulung' (p.:58).
c. Anschluss with Austria (p.I7-18,19,20)
d. Personal decoration by Hitler (p.2).

2¢ HITLER
a. Re-armament of Germany (p.3).
b. Evasion of Treaty of Versailles (p.2I,22).
ce Violation of ILocarno Fact by occupation of Rhineland
(p 05-5’9,IO"‘II,12‘15,14'15) .
(I) Plan "Schulung" of von Blomberg (p.I8). '
de Anschluss with Austria (I9,20).

3¢ KEITEL, RIBBENTROP
&« Anschluss with Austria<Mecting of 9 Feb, wlth Schusch-.

nigg (p.20)

AUSLANDS=~ORGANISATION

Admits that he initiated the decree of February 3, 1938,
on the rcgistration of Germans living abroszd, giving as. &
recason the cxistence of a German law according to whichi Gor-
mans lost citizonship after IO yecars of uninterrupted absence
from Germany. Statecs that aftecrwards the A.0. uscd thesc regis=
tecrs for propaganda purposcs (I-2). After somc hesitation, ad-
mits he signed the deerce placing the A.0s under the juris-
diction of the Forcign Office (2).

Bohlc was appointed Scerctary or Undersecretary of State in
tho Forcign Office, after Ncurath's timc (3).
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Kotistantin von Neurath, 4 October I945 p.m.
OCCUPATION OF THE RHINELAND

Claims that the re=-occupation of thc Rhineland was cau-
scd solely: by the Franco-Soviect pact. This pact was onc
rcason why ‘HITIERdecided to ro-arm (3). Re-occupation was
the impressicn of the Forecign Office that the Franco-Sovi-
et pact violated the Treaty of Locarno, and the signatories
of the Locarno Pact worc informed of the German position
by a mcmorandum of 25 May, I935 (4). Germany,'"thercforc,
did not consider hersclf bound by the Locarno Pact'". (9.
Then' the other signatorics declarcd that cntry into the
Rhincland was o violation of the Locarno Pect (IC), liit—
lor refuscd to submit this problem(whcther the Franco-So-
vict pact violated the Trcaty of Locarno)to The Haguc
Court; ho did not want to have anyonc mcddlc in his doei-
sion (IOwII) A :

Admits that in his conversation with British ambassador,
Sir Eric Phipps, after Hitler's specch on May 2I, I935,
ho gave assurances to Sir Eric that the tcerritorial pro-
visions of the Versalllcs Trcaty, including demilitariza-
tion of the Rhlneland, were still considered to ?e in gorco
I2=1I32 ).«
Denicvs that the rc-occupation was discusscd in the Gor-
man govcrnmcnt proviously becaussthere was no threat or
focar of collaboration of France and Russia (I4-I5). Do=
nics knowlecdgs of the Army'!s plan, datud May 2, I935,
proparcd by von BLOMBERG, since plan weas sccerct, and of
the code name "Schulung'! uscd for rc-occupation (I6).
Knows of von BLOMBERG'S plan j;says it was discusscd by
HITLER with the Minister of Defense, but that hec never
saw a copy of it (I6). Thc rc-occupation .was purcly mili-
tary operation, not concerning thc witncss (I6).

AUSTRIAN LNSCHLUSS

Witncss admits the possibility of having said to
Schuschnigg in Vicnna that Germany would march if the
Habsburgs werc to be restorcd becausc "it was the vicw of
HITLER"(I7-I8). Was always in favour of an cconomic trcaty
(customs union) with Austria; opposed an .nschluss (I8).
Ldmits that Nazi party cctivitics spoiled matters in
Lustria (I9). Denics attendance of the mecting betweon
HITLER and SCHUSCHNIGGon Fcbruary 9; says KEITEL and
von RIBBENTROP did attcnd, but hc was out of office (20),
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Kon$tantin von Neurath, 4 Octobor I945 p.m.

PERSONAL DECORATION BY HITIER

admits hc was awarded the "idlororden "(the Eaglc),
March I939. RIBBENTROF and he were the only Germans who
rcccived this decoration (2I).

Admits that he made o '"substantial contribution" to-
words relcasing Germeny from Versailles Trcaty (2I).

Witncss admits that the rc-occupation of Rhincland vio-
lated Versaillcs Trcaty (22).

PO &Y




