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oripglo of directives ("Welsungen”)of the

supreme (ommandedr of the Arsed lorces.

1, The fuehrer gave his dlrectives, recommendations
and orders in hils cepscity né tne supreme cosmender of the
arred {orcee Adlrectly and orslly to the supreme cormander of
Lre ermy ior the militery sctions in Austriea Checko=8lovsiia
and for the tollah Campalpn, since principslly the army with
the exception oi the Air rerce perticlipated ln these sctlons
or was committed in them, The Supreme (ommmnd oI Lhe Army
(the Suprere . omander and the ‘hlel oi Steff) wizhed to desl
vith the ruehrer directlys tyef rejected aw unnesgory direcs-
tives ( "Teirunven”) w ich were addressed to Lhe army only,
It wes & principle stlii 1n the Folish Campsipn that the Army
reguested the collaberstion of tnhe Alr Forcep the Havy re-
celved thelr speclial misslons ormlily,

11,) Only with the preperation and the groundwork for
the war In the Vest wes t'o transmission of commands grade
ually eiiected oy the Jupreme Commander oi the Armed forces,
by the meane oi directives and the formulation of them in
the Lemderenhip 8Stafl of the fiehrmacht (%ebrmmcht Fuehrungsetad)
in the 077, [fehrupcht jushrungstab=teneralsted der Wehirmacht).
wwilr Forcer anld the Howy were involved in this in the most
import:nt vsaneyr alrsady belore the situal  round opersticas
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3il.) There arv four diferent possluiiities for (re oricin
of such directives ("Welsunyen™) of ithe Supreme (owmanier of
the Armed iorces.

@a,) Cese 1, 9he buehrer in his cepacity ss Supreme .om=
mander of the Armed rorees, at nls gwn junltletlve and upon
his own jud ement, requested t e iormulatlion of reguletions,
wiileh were then published in bils "divectives™, ior the pre~
peratica of miiitery operetions and plens ol deployment and
for the posslcle initistlon eund commencement of military mea~

sures of orgenisational, ocperstionsl and "web-economicel"na=
ture.

t.) Case 8, During the course of military operations,
directives were the resudt (or eficcet) of the deliy disiuse
slen of the situation, at wilch the neceseglty or L sdvigle
blilty wes recognleel o latervene Ly orders, or to punlish
new "Directives" for the continuved conductirn of ojerstions
by parts of the Armed iorces or for thelr coordlaation,

Ce) Camge &, The suprece commanders of the uranches of
the Armed Forees requested v new dilrective (“"Anwelsunz") at
their initistive for themselves oF lor thelr coopsrution with

the others, which hajppened wore iregquently witl: the Alr rorces

“and the Navy,

de) Cese 4, Ambigulties, contrary concepts or other mise
understaniings resuvlted [rom the dally collsboration between
the Lesdershlp stefl of the Wehrmscht (Wehrmacht :ushrunssstab)
with the densral Staffs of the Army, the ALr iorces ws well
g8 with the Ravy, wh;nh had to ve clesyed up or corrected, I
e



an understanding could not be reached vy the Chief of the
readurship Staff of the Wehrmaeht, A declsion 'y the iushrer
or 8 "dlrective” wag lmperstive, as the Lhief of tie OXi had

no gomand-jurlisdlction over the tranches of the Armad Foraes.

ive) In Lre event »f cnase L, tie Fuehrer asked m& and
Genernl Jodl to report to hir, {(Joll, chlaf of Lead, 8t, Wehrm,)
and gave & description of Nls polnt «f view on the situatian
mcoording to tis ;reveiling conditions, and then gave the Ere~
c¢lse migelon to formsulate a"directive® which wes a:complished
after varied readinpgs, corrections and possihbly aitersation,
The formulstion wag directed by Genersl Jodl.

Cese 24 ‘urlng operations in 8 theater of war, the mili-
tary sltuation was reporte? twice dslly to the fuehrer psre
sonally, once st too0n, concluding the previous dsy, and once
late in the evening or at the bDeginning of the nipht {or ade

ditionel materlisl coming up in the course of the day, jhege

rejorts oo the situstio: were elfected by leners) Joidl, when

Supreme . omoanders of Lie Arrmed larces or btheilr (nlefs of Staff
wele precent from the ironts or thie trheaters of war, ths Fuehrep
frejuentiy geve tier the {loor, for thelr particulsr departmant,
Dlscuaslon mbeug nesded dlrectlon, iantervention and ordevs
resulted sutomaticaliy irom ¢t e reports of Gen., Jodl for the
brencl.es «f the Armed porces, eg. ALr rorces, otc. Out of

these talks and the thus obbt lined conslderatliona, the necesw
gity wapr created to ive orders 1o the way of "Welsungen®
(dlrectives) en. Jodi Lhen cave the order elther orslily »

by buokeglips Lo Lhe Deputy (oL weeue Ste, afte:r the reports
on Lte situation, Ior tre preparstion 0f & "Fuehrer TArective®,
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This wes done, In case Jodli's deputy chlel of stefl weas neot
present &t the report, which [ ordered leter, an.' thus heard
the manifestationa of the Puehrer's wlghes., ~sfter tia suehyer
also took over the Job of Supreme Commander oi Lhe aswmy, the

vhiel ol the Ueneral 8%tall reyorted (ully on the Hegleiu sront,

kxeept Lor that, reports on the eltustion, Lial.on &nd coop=
ersti - n of the branches of the srmed rorces, and t e Theaters
ol wey remmsined the teek cf the 'blei oi the wehipy, ieoudersh.
Bte,l0l,len, Jodl, slong wlth the iorauiation ol sll Fuehrepr
ord«rs and directives, The rushrer saintained contect in all
these questlong directly, with Jodi, elthousn | was present
aimost without faill, If . was not greveat for some reeson,
gen, Jodl and the ruehkrer ususlly keyt me Informed asbout the
migslons whilch he had recsived Irom the iuehrer, I my Jdutles
dld not force we to Le aﬁaunh, I particigatsd in every report
on the situation, wnd therelove I knew the regquests ol the
Fuoehrer and the menifestation of hils views, In the talkse I

pearticipnted only rerely, when ithe ruehrer sgsied ve Lo, otherw

wise te 41d not wish we to  w.e any statewments In Uinls clivie,
If 1 had & dilssenting pudint oi view, 1 went to see the ruenrer
slone and later talked elth Jodl,

Case Js The ruehrer declded st Lo repori of t & sliue=-
tion whether a directive wes necessary oI whethe: Le was 0=
ing to luskruact the concerned Commanier orsliy.

Case 4. The thiel of the wehin, Leald, Ste (Gene. Jodla)
vas inforwed éltﬁsr oielly or by & bucksllpy moout the mattery
he then decided in what directlion an! whet formulstloen s direce

tive was to be prepared, upon which he veported to th: luehrer

whe



Llmasedli, after (irst informin we, nw&‘gnve tie remsons {ox
tre {orrulstion,

Vo) The "1diectivea” were examined Ly ﬂ&tleﬁ?}nwy erite
leeily not <nly e Lo thelr contents but alro &8 Lo thelir
style, snd he corrected tiem beilore he wouid authorise them
oy ris slyneture, Many times [ only sew them shien they were
nutﬁittaﬁ to the ruebyer or immediately dbefore thet snd then
initielled them"e", 8o Lthet [ was slways intormed sbout offie
eini comzunieations, and thus knew the "directive”, I only
emphasised dlssldent views and asdvocated sltersntions, before
tre Fuehrer hed ordered Jen, Joil to conslder the eventusl
menifestation ol i will se correct, (my report alone with

himi, or when Hitler expressly asked nme,

ihe ;uehyer wanted to saxe the Gealslons sione, he wante

ed Lo leadl himeell an) wighed to be respunsivie for the dew

elalong himeslii,

glynedt Xeltel,




