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. r i p l a oi d i r e c t i v e « C&eirunften" )oi the 

supreme Coataarvler oi t h e Arced lo rcea« 

1.) I h e i-uehrer pave h i« h l r e c t i v e « , recoBBfiendatlone 

end o lde r* In h i s c a p a c i t y es the supreme coajmander oi t h e 

araad io rce r directJLy end o r a l l y t o the »upreme commander of 

the artsy i o r the m i l i t a r y a c t i o n » i n Aue t r l a Checko-Slovakia 

and i o r t he Sol lah Caapalgn, s i nce p r i n c i p a l l y the arwy with 

t h e excep t ion oi the ftir i o r . e p a r t i c i p a t e d in t haee a c t i o n e 

or was a o a a i t t a d i n ti-em. fha Supreme t t a a a n d oi the Aray 

( the guprea* uoaaandei tod the •. h i e i oi S t a l l ) wished t o dea l 

with the ruehrai d i r e c t l y J «hay r e j e c t e d e» u r m e a ^ r y lUr io* 

t l v a a ( " ^ « i ^ T c n " ) w ich were addreaead t o she array only» 

I t vns « p r i n c i p l e s t i l l in the l o l i a h Caapaip-n thak the Army 

reques ted the c o l l a b o r a t i o n oi t he Air Forcej the Kavy r e 

ceived t r e l r «special »iaeioni? o r a l l y . 

11 , ) Only with the p r e p a r a t i o n and fcha groundwork l o r 

t h e war in t h e i a a t we» aha t r a n s m i s s i o n of coatmand» grad» 

u a l i y e i i a c t e d by the» Supraae C*MMttt§tf oi the Armed froreest 

by t h e mean« oi d i r e c t i v e and t h e fo rmula t ion of the*» in 

the Laadarehif s t a l l ol the ftehraa§k% (ftehrsmcht Puehrungaetab) 

in the OKU« (wahrnaoht i a«hjrun<?stab»Oenerelst«& d e r Wehrmacht ) • 

•*l t ir l-orce* and WM Wavy «are involved in t h i e In the moat 

import nt «aoaar a l r e a d y before the a c t u a l r.rouni e p e r a t i e a a 

a-*aeieAeed« , 



i l l » ) the re are four different po»*i<.dlitie« for th« or ig in 

of auch d i rec t ive» ("Vielssuv-en") of the Supreme LOrmaenier oS 

the Aimed ,t oreea. 

a, j C«#e 1 . 'ihe fuehrer In hie capacity e@ f»uj.rcme com

mander oi the Armed forces» at hie own i n i t i a t i v e ana upon 

hi« own ju dement» reajueated t * iorwralatlaa of regula t ion« , 

which were the» pttfc£iafc#d in hie "di rec t ives ' " , t or th« pre» 

paratlon of mi l i t a ry operations' and plane oi dej. ioyiaent and 

for the poes l - l e i n i t i a t i o n and c^wgrenceiaont of » i i i t a r y mea-

«uree of organieafclonai, operat ional end "wet -econo»dcel , ,na* 

ture« 

b.) Caae 2» Bwrlng the opuree oi mi l i t a ry operat ion«, 

d i r ec t ivc» were the resuxt (or «six cot) oi the dai ly die:. .*«» 

«ion oi %h% s i t u a t i o n , ftt which the necessi ty or the edvi«i« 

b l i i t y we« reoo^nl««,'- to intervene öy ordere , Ol to puoll th 

new * Direct Ives" for the continued conduction oi operation« 

by pa r t s of the Armed rorew« at for t h e i r coordinat ion. 

c») caae 5» The •Mprese eeeanender« oi the breathe« of 

the armed forces requested • new d i r ec t ive ("Anweisung") at 

t h e i r i n i t i a t i v e for themselves or for t h e i r cooperation with 

the o ther« , which happened »er« frequentiy with the Air * orceo 

and the Navy» 

d») Caa« 4» Ambiguities, contrary concept» or other mi«* 

under at aniinf« resu l ted from the d*,ily col labora t ion between 

the Leadership etaff of the iehneacht (Wthrmac.ht Haehruagsatal») 

with the (Jeneral Staff» of the Army, the Air ferae« »s well 

aa with the Kavy, which had to oe cleaie-i up or correc ted , l i 
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an ttttdejstanding could not be reaped oy the Chief of the 

Leftderahlp Staff Of the Wehrmacht» A decision -.y the iuahrer 

or a "direct it?e" *tas i t e r a t i v e , eg the uhief of the OK« had 

110 c . o g - j U u ^ ' " . l u r ^^ a ^ f c f c „^ ,^ n o v e i "*• branches oi the Armed forces» 

i.V.) In it© event oi c«se 1, tl • Ptttfero* asked M end 

Oenei'sl Jodl to report to hin, (v'oU, cMei oi Lea-1, St« Wehm») 

and «cave « description oi his point el view on the situation 

according to tfe* provoillag condition*, and then &ave the MEt* 

clae yj seien to fortravtiate »"directive* which weg a.-.eostpliahed 

alter varied readings, corrections end posaibly alteration« 

fhe formulation was directed by General Jodl. 

Case 2, During operations in a theater of war» the mili

tary situation was reported twice dually to the fuehrer per» 

tonallyi one* »t aoun, concluding the prevlotis day» and one« 

iate in the tvenlng or at the bepinning of the nl#ht tor ad* 

dit Jon«i material coning up in the touree of the day» f he so 

FQi arts oti thg sjltrtiatlo,-> »err? pf/eoted by if-neral .Jo3l. fsfoen 

ftuprene •• ornsnadara oi the Araod i-oicea or their Chltfa oi Staff 

were tre<-ent fro« the iront» a>r the t••"•eaters of war» tb* Fuehrer 

tr&iuently feve t' on the i'ioor, ior their particular de part want, 

Discussion about needed direction, Intervention and ordere 

resulted automatically iron t % reports of 'Jen* Jodl for tha 

brsrici.es of the Arnod -creep, eg. Air lorces, etc» Out oi 

those talks and the thus ototalnnd ..'onslderatlon», the naces» 

iifcj was created to ive ordora In tb« way oi. * Weisungen'* 

(directives) -;en. Jo-U then pave the order either orally to 

by tHicK-sllps to the 'deputy ( »0« «*aa» St . , after the re^^rta 

on tu« eltUUtica, im the preparation oi' a "ymhWMT tireettve"* 

http://brsrici.es


t h i s wo» done, in ease Jotfi 'e deputy chiei oi s taff was not 

present s i the r epor t , which i onlorod l a t e r , and thus heard 

the m&nlfestot Ions of the Fuehrer1» wishes* After t: .*, Pwhre t 

oJLao took over ths job or äupreme uouBBionder ol fchi ktm$9 the 

ohiei Ol the äeßorsJL ttatff reported äoi ly on the MlktUl •• r<*,Mf.i 

Except for t h a t , repor t s on the e l t u s t i o n , Lioiaoo sod coop« 

ero t l B of the fc-rsoches of the Mmed Forces, sod iv e Theater £ 

of wsr remained the task of the Chioi of the ?.eh;m, traders". • 

S t . ,Col ,o«n. Jod l , alo-ag with the ioramiatlon of a l l Fuehrer 

orders SIMJ d i r e c t i v e s . the ruehrer &aint*iined toot se t In e l l 

these questions d i r e c t l y , with JodX, aithouyh 1 »as present 

elßioet without l o l l * XI l was not presoat i o r »owe reason, 

Son, Jodl sad the huehrer usual ly ko^t me Informed »bout the 

missions which he haul received frost the lutihrer» 11 asy dut ies 

did not fores KSO t o its absent , I p a r t i c i p a t e ! in e\ejy report 

on the s i t u a t i o n , and therefore I knew the requests oi the 

Fuehrer and the anooli'estatlon ol h i s views, In the t a lk s I 

pa r t i c ipa ted only r a r e l y , when the 1-uehrer ».Mod oe t o , other* 

wise he did not wish &« to ;.*«© any statementi in t h i s e i re lo» 

If £ had a d issent ing point oi \ i « * , I »ont to se& th« l u e m e r 

slone and l a t e r talKOd wit!'. Jodl« 

coss 5 . The ?oehror leelded at the report oi t. • sl tuo» 

t ton Mother a d i r ec t ive was necessary tst whether he om« so-

lng to Ins t ruc t the concerned Coswsonder o r a l l y . 

Cass 4* The Chief or the iohra« Lomd« St« (Hon« Jodl#) 

woe InXonsod e i t h e r o i s l i y or Oy u fruekollp a<. out the matter { 

ho shot) decided in what d i rec t ion en-', what formulation & tiirec» 

t i v e was t o DO prepared, upon which he reported t o th- i-uehrer 
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tUUaaeli« af ter i t ra t Lnferatn :re, *••..: gave t,\>e reeaon* f t» ' 

tv,e J' er« tnlatlon« 

V.) The "''!ti«::cti•v«0,, aar a eiuuwlnei by Kltlejrarary er I t» 

l c a i l y not only a? to t he i r content« öut ai*o aa t o t h e i r 

a t y i e , aad be corrected, tit— baft** h«s «ouid authorlea the» 

by ' is s igna ture . Many time« .1 only «a« the» »lien they were 

antwlttaA to et>« naahref* or iwuae'ltately 00X01* that end then 

i n i t i a l l e d tbe»*£*a ao tbat 1 «as alwaye Inl^rnad about ofTi* 

e i» i coKfsuaieationa, and thua fcnt* the "d i rec t ive*• I only 

e*si;haeine«1 •1ieel<l«*nt views arv3 advocated a l t e r a t i o n « , beforO; 

tfea Fuabrar had ordered "en, Jo-1 t o consider the eventual 

• aa l f aa t a t l on of bla wil l aa c o r r e c t , {my report alone with 

hiroi, or wtnm ?.:ltler exr redely aak*4 ttm» 

the a aaiurat treated to Make the dealelona »lone, he »ant* 

ad in i e a i hl^eoii and «lahe-J to aa reepu;>ßicle loi efee de» 

cielona feiaaali • 

l ignadl K e l t e l . 


