- 34,03
¥, Keitel 13 Sept 48, 2]
Field Marshal retired

To the Interrogetor in charpe,
Col ‘men

Pinel mymacry on the interrogotion under oath of 13 Jept, 4n the aftermoont

1) The documart emtitled “Memorandum snd Directives on the Opepations in the
Yoot of 9 Cet 39", pubt before me i3 in my opinion no real "documert”, as long as
the signature is missing., If actunlly published in the presented form, it mast
hawe at any rate been aigned, too; otherwise it would not have been izsued,

2) This document is reflecting the porpama¥, arizima) and decisive views
and conceptions of the "Muchrer” of that tim in a correct way.

3) Acoording to contents, structure and phresing, the document could only
have originated fram Mtler's ovm pen, lNo merbor of the (KW (MMgh Cammand of
the ‘rmed Forces’ or other "advisor’ or military expoert has participated in it.

L) Tt i3 addrossed to the three coamwnders of the branches of the armed
foaroes end 13 to be ot the same tioe a verification for tie Chief of the ORY,

5) Te *inmtroctions” doldwered in Flensburg-Murvik m OB, males 4t
easy to ageertain whether and what gort of “instructions” been worded
out acsording to these "directives”, which in this farm did not represent
finnl arders and whether they were preosented to the Pushrer for exeoution.

6) T gon't recall any more whether I actuslly peqelved this “memorandum”
at the time; I cannot remember it!

7) 14 &8 quite possidble that according to Hitler's habdts, he planned st
that time to lay down proeisely in tho document his persomal thoughts, sugges-
tima, intentions snd demands which he had exyressed several times then and
later on, for the purpcee of 2 strict condensation; however, he gave only
oral instructions. This procedure was his habit and , that 1s, he did not
always discard his "momoranda” but somptizes wented to keep them for the
tradition of war histary.

8) If, hosever, the "mmorandim” was dlscovered or confiscated at one
of the reciptents in question, it also wns issued, However, os the slgnature
is miasing, I cannot beliove tlnt, :

9) It can be geen from the draft, how Hitler formed hs concopticno
independently and withowt extemal influence, in order to act accordingly and
to carry thom out,

signed: %, KEITEL

1, FRED zmmrmx.h 2nd 1%. Inf, 0=1335567, hereby certify that I am y
ummﬁnycmmﬁ th the English and Cerman langueges; and that the
above i3 a true and cormet translation of original handwritten note,

S4pmedr FRED NIEDRGATL.



