OFFIC.; OF THT U,S.CHIEF OF COUNSEL !
FOR PROSCCUTION OF /XIS CRIUIN.LLITY

INTZRROG..TICN DIVISICHN SUMiL.RY

Interrogation of:-ilhelm KEIT'L -
By: Mr, T. J.Dodd, 17 October 1945, .li,, Nuremberg

PERSONS ..ND ORG. NIZ..TIONS IMPLIC..TLD, .ND SUBJZCTS .

1. KEITEL
a. The /ustrian /inschluss
- (1) Preparations for (»p.1-6)
b. Sudeten Crisis
(1) Employment of Sudeten Storm Troops. (pp.7-10)
(2) Sudeten Border Incidents (pp.l1l-12)
c¢. The Polish Campairn
(1) Use of Polish Uniforms by the German /rmy (p.13)
d. Preparations for agrressive far (pp.13-18)
e. Czechoslov akian Cunpal yo!
(1) Intimidation of Hascha at Berlin Conference in 1939 (pp. 19—22)
f. Discussion of Documents: C-102 (p.4); C=29 (p.13).

THE JUSTRL'MN /NSCHLUSS

Regarding the datc on which the German troops were to invacde ..ustria,
Keitel stated that it was his recollection thot the troops were to be ready
as of the 13th March and if the plebiscite was not cuncelled (on the 15th
or 16th) the troops were to enter iustriz, (pp.1=2) Keitel acknowledzed
his error as to the dates, stating that the 11lth and 12th of March wcre
the correct date rathcr than the lSth and 16th; that the hour was sct
for 6 M.

With reference to Document C~102 rclatine to plans for the .inschluss,
Keitel stated that it is mercly a written confirmation of an orel order,
the document is absolutcly genminc. Keitel ccrtified as to the signature
of Hitler, the initials of General Jodl, Varlimont and Keitel.(p.4) The
interrogator refered to the phrase in the document operation to be ecarried
out- in the manner explained to me". Keitel stated that this refers to the
plan as explained to Hitler by Brauchitsch and Beck.(p.4) The final plans
were made only three days prior to the order to march (p.5). The supreme
command of the “rmed Forccs was assigned to Gencral von Beck., Reichenau
had the armored units (two armored divisions).(p.6) Therc were many tech-
nical details which had not becn properly organlzed with the result that
there was a great deal of confusion during the actuwal invasion of lustria,

(p.6)
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SUDETEN STORi. TROOPS

Keitcl stated that he recalled 2 Lt.Col.Koechling., He was an
extremely capable officer, formerly connccted with the Hitler Jugend,
Near the close of the Czechoslovakian incident Koechling was detached
from the Hitler Jurend and assigned to Konrad Henlein, who, ot the time
of the Sudectcn crisis, orgonizcd ccertoin sceurity troops as "... pro-
tection against the noturally hostile portion of the Bepublic". It wes
apparcntly Koecchling!s function to act in an advisory capocity in the
scnsce cf moderating some of the measurcs which Henlein was likely to
employ in the supression of "border incidents" and othcr disturbanccs
which arose during the action, Honlein wes not 2 soldicr. It wes, o
matter of concern to the Wehrmacht as to what Henlcin was apt to do.
(pp.7-10)

THZ SUDETZEN BORDER INCIDIITS

Referring to o document in which it was stoted thot prior to the
attock on Czechoslovekia border incidents, politieal uprisings and
assassinations were to be encouraged, Keitcl stated that the Wehrmacht
was ncever concerned with the creation of such incidents and wes never
informed of any plans for the development of such incidents., Koitel

did state, howcver, "..., naturally, the discontinuation of such incidcnts
would be bod, whereas the continuation wns rood". (pp.11-12)

USE OF POLISH UNIFORLIS BY GIRiL.IN TROOPS

Keitcl stnted that he rcenlled the request which was rcceived by
his office colling for Polish uniforms to be furnished to Heydrich
prior to the Polish action. Keitcl stated thot he never really knew
whot they were to be use for-~; that the Fuchrer had stipulated thot
the armed forces were to act only in accordonce with the provisions
of Intcrnational Law, In the attack on Polond, the armcd forces werc
charged with the matter of handling the &udden attock on Drischau
% ridgc. They had no conncetion with the usc of the Polish uniforms,

p.13 )

THE PL.N FOR .\GGRESSIVE 'L'R

Regarding Document C-29 Keitcl stated that it eppeared to be a
document which discusscd the ",,,.possibility of o common military
policy between Itoaly and Germany for a Central Europecen Wor,"(p.13)
Keitel acknowledred that his signoture cppecrs on the covering letter;
thot the document itsclf constitubes notes macde by Hitler and latcr
presented to the Leadership Staff for militory digestion. (p.l4) The
plen provides for o concerted German~Italian combination apcinst
Fronce and Britain— strict neutrality to be taken with respect to
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Belrium, Switzcrland, Hollend and Spain.(p.15) The concentrotion of
German troops in the ‘st is ealled for Germony assused responsibility
in the cttack ageinst France between the Mosclle and the Ehine through
the Maginot Line. Keitel steted that these documents were to mercly serve
as the basis for conversotions between Italy and Germany -- evidence, far
example, the proposition thet Germony attack dircetly ageinst the Maginot
Line, This was milit~rily not feasible., Howcver, it's purposc was to
impress thce Itnlions with the military might and prepercdness of Germany.
(pp.15-16)

Keitcl identificd the comments on Naval stratesy sipned by Racder,
(pel6) ind identificd the sisnaturc of von Brauchitsch on mother portion
of the documcnt. (p.17) Keitel acknowledred that the document in question
must have becn traonsmitted back and forth between the variosus commonds -~
and undoubtédly that such document in the coursc of communication passed
through the offices of the OKT, Keitel ooein acknowledred his sipnature
on the lectter of transmission and copparently his full knowlcdre of the
document 's contents. (pp.17-18)

HASCHA'S VISIT TO BERLIN, IL.RCH 1939

Keitel statcd that he wes nresent ot the time o mecting occured bet-~
ween Hascha and German officials in the Reich Choncellory in Berlin in
1939, The ocecasion was his coming to Berlin to discuss the possibility of
"avoiding militory troubles". (p.19) Keitcl stated that to his knowledge
Hascha was not ill ot the time. Military preparctions hod been completed
in such 2 monner os to conform with Hitlcr's time-bable. (pp.l8—203
it the mecting 2 lorce circle of Germon military and diplomotic officials
were present, Questioned as to whether he-considercd this asscmblage os
having been gathered to intimidrte Hascha, Keitcl answered, "I wouldn't
excludc the possibility ot 211, for thnt wes Hitler's woy of workingg;
that is, just the same way for instonce as the visit of Schuschnigs, 11
these military men were “around, which would kind of "support" the political
conversaticns, that were toking place." (p.20) During the time that Keitel
wos prescent matters were discussed in a very informal manner. Only a small
scleet cirele remeincd to consider the importnnt matters for discussion
at the mecting.(p.R21) Keitel stated definitely that had either England
or France threatencd to sugport Czecchoslovakin at the time, Germony would
not hove marchod,(pp.2l-225
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