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OFFICE OF THE U.3.CHIZIF GF COUN3EL
FOR THZ TROSACUTICN CF AYIS CRIMINALITY

INTERROGATION DIVISICN SUNLARY

Interrogation of Wilhelm KEITZL :
By: Colonel J.H.amen, 28.Spetember 1945 P.M,Nuremberg

PER.ONo IMPLICATED anl SUBJACTS:

1. KEITIL
a) roie in conpnacticn with the suicide of Rommel (p.l=-25).

2.Gern=ral BURGDCRF arnd MEISEL
al %elation tc Rommel's suicide (p.l1-25)

3.HCFACK.R
a) Testimony concerning kommel's treason (p.l_25).

THZ DEATH CF ROMMEL

Keitel testifies that General Burgdorf was the successor
of General Schmundt. Burgdorf was chisf of the Army Personnel
Office since August 1944, and also was chief adjutant to the Fuehe
rer. Keitel met him almost every day at headquaters, and saw him
last in Arril 1945 in the Reichs Chancellory in Berlin, but does
not know what has harrened to him (p.1-3). Keitel knew General Mei=-
sel, who was deputy to Burgdorf since August 1944, but saw him
rarély at headquaters. He saw Meisel last in September 1944.(p.2-3)

Keitel stated that he sent Burgdorf with a note to Marshal’
Rommel to inform him that h= would have a trial for treason. He
sent also a written testimony of lLt.Col.von Hofacker who was on the

staff of General von Stuelrnagel in Paris and whe was liaison man

petween Stuzlpnagel in Paris and the Putsch Committee in Berlin.
The testimony shewed that Hofacker had contacted Kommel to interest
him in the planned Putsch against Hitler and 1s govermment (20.Ju-
1y 1944) and that Rommel responded vith the words:"they could count
on him." Keitel told Rommel in his note to take consequences if thi
testimony was true.

The Fuehrer had ordered Keitel to inform Rommel about the
mentioned testimony. Keitel directed Burgdorf to take poison and
a pistol along with him and put them abt Rommel's disposal.
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Wilhelm Keitél, 28.September 1945
P.M.Nuremberg.

.Burgdorf reported later to Keitel and the Fuehrer that
Rommel was no longer alive. Keitel explains the reasons why
he told the public that Rommel had died from a fracture of the
skull, He did not want to prejudice Rommel's great reputation
with the German people. Keitel claims that he believed the fact
of Rommel's guilt of treason. (p«5). Keitel claims not to have
Known that Hofacker was hanged before his testimony was brought
to Rommel. Keitel knows that 30 people were execubed or committed
suicude resulting from this affair. There were high officers . i
amongst them, such as: Witzleben, Hoppner, albrecht, lerritz,
Stauffenverg, von Haflen and won Beck.
Keitel claims nol Lo have known either that General lieisel
nor a group of 5S¢ m2a wenb along with Burgdorf to present the
message to Rommel.

roamel's view of existing conditions according to his last
discretions with Keii2l were pessimistic (p.3-25).
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