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CFFICE OF U.S. CHIEF OF COUNSEL.
FOR THZ PROSZCUTION OF AXIS CRI.ILLITY

INTERAOGATION DIVISTON SUMMARY

Interrogation of: Wilhela ,
By: [f=. T.J. Decud, 31 Ausust 19495 a.a. Nwresibery

1. KEITEL
a., Preparations ror war against Russia ( p.4,8)
%l; Meeting with Ribbentrop (p.6)
2) Discussion with Hitler (p. 7-8) Lo
b. Attitude toward USL end Jepan ( p.l0-1ll) ;
¢. Opinion of diswmissal of Blomberg and von Fritsch (p.l5-16,23)
2. JODL, VARLIIIONT
a. Dis€ussion with Iitlcr in 1940 regurding preventive war
against Russia ( p.%) \

UaR AGAINST RUSSIA

I the su.uisr of 1940 there was some discussion of war against
Russia but it was turncd down because ol the fact that it was
technically impossible to line up German Forces in the East( p.4).
Hitler n-t with Jodl, Varlimont, and scveral officers in July 1940 -
and announccd that he was dctermined to eliminate the threat . of
Bolshevism . bz}means of a preventive war (p.5). Keitol‘saw
Ribbentrop who”re-assured him that Hitler was not planning dofi-
nitely on war but mercly making preparations against nocessity
( pe6). Shortly aftcrwards Kcitel saw Hitler and cxplaincd that
war ageinst Russia was technically iumpossible at that time be-
cause of transportation and supply problems XKeitel places .the
date as being the e¢nd of Auvgust or the beginning of S:ptember,
Hitler told Keiiel to forget the whole thing (p. 7-8). Precparations
werc renowed ageinst Russia in Doceaber or beginuing of January,
followcd by thc issuance of e dircctive (p.8).

J:Pall oND U.S.4.

Kcitel scid that the outbreak of war between Japan end- the
United States camc as a great surprise. In the spring of 1941,
however, Kcitel regarded the attitude of the United States as
unfavorable but until late in the fall of 1941, Kecitel's only
intcrest was of having Japan doclarc war on Russia (p.lo-11)
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DISUIASAL, CF 3T.0MEIR(:_AND_FRITSCH

. Kcitgl referrzd to the disamiszal_of Eloaberg becausc of
his marriagc to A womran nct acccpiable tc thekA%ny, B oibuery

was rclated ¢ Xeltcl Ly marriage betwoen their children,
~ Soadc o iy o = . . i & e T ’ )

Keitel s;cﬁ"oci slemdorg, pel3). Vol Fritsch was removed on a
%gﬂigiho OMSS“Xf“*ifZ:SCiuwas acqulictced wiwen i+ developed

at Tvhcre was & SOL-Ud.0L-9f wnmpe (5.16), Keitcl said thatd
there was considerable susdiclon Tnus .1, 'srorges against
Fritsch werc spurious hut Kouitcl does nnt thaluh e Vasnee he
does not belicve that the Minlstcr of Justicc would have vsc.

party to anything urndevrhanded (©.23).



