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I. INTRODUCTION

A. 3peliation ef property snd economic expleitstion

' The term "spoliatiorn of propsrty” is used in tho following
dila(.:.uasion to cover all illegzal acts which affected the economic
walfare of Gormen-occupied couantries., Spoliation thus includes not
only offonses against property rights of the individusl (the chief
dangar against which ths Hegue Coﬂan‘tiona tried to protect an cccupled
country), but also the economic exploitation of the country as a whols
by illegal means or to an illegal oxtent,

In the catagory of acts constituting spoliation of individu&l
I}:operby belong; not onljr acts of outright robbery, confiacation,
seisure and dsstruction of propsrty (owmed, @.g., by Jews, Poles;
'Russiana),, but also acts which had the outward appeerince of legalitly ~-
that is; purchasss with a price peid by the Garmsn byers. To lay |
‘bare the true cheracter of such deals it ie mcessm;yto serutinigze
the msthods by which, and ths circumstances under whioch, private owwrs
wore induced to qqnaont .to ‘ézho‘ pala of their propsriy to the Geimaas.

Thiie there are many reports showing that the Germane comumltbod
nune rous acts of spoliation of individuel property, X3n cocuplied |

countrles, the organized character of the exploitation of tho

1. Soa for oxample Speez's order of 12 Docembsr 1944 quoted in
SHATF: Foonocmic Intellipence Summery No. 29 (0SS CID #121692).
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asconomie rosources of ocoupled countrise in the interest of the Sorman

- war sffort end of the gtandard of living of the Germen paople will to

ssnbral To the snsuing desoription. This explolitation was en imporiant
zlswsnt in the Goirman plan of internationsl sggression, war, and corguesh.
The responsible 1suders of the Germen paoplﬁo although of'ter anxioua

w0 dsvelop and wse forms and instirumsnta of exploitation which would
proserve tho outward sppearance of legelity, always corpsidered the

Garean war #ifort and the standsrd of living of the Germau paoplz, suil

in many cassa thsir own parsonsl enrichmant, éa mora importert than the
praotsction of the property and wolfare of the iuhabitants of the

ccoupied ccuntrisas. It was in fact part of the German plan to roducs '

tw stendsrd of living of the population in, for example, Scviet Russias

German aconomnio ocoupation policiss must be dagoribed and judpsd
a1 a whole if their unlewful charactsr i3 to be proved. In many casss
@:ﬂy the extent of “lawful® requisitioning a.nd purcheaing ard the
svharacter of financing nethods used ( Gbnhributioné,, forced loans, issw
of socupation currency) mude the Germen policies unlavifulis Volume of gc.;ocla
and services sxtracted snt amounts of financial sontribut .ens levied |
exoosded both the peeds of the occupying army and the regourcess of tho
cucupled country,

Lots of spolietion sffecting the general welfaers of oocupied
ccuniries bocome of grost importance becesuses the Cermens did, as a rule,
wsticulously pay for goods mcquired in ocoupiod oountries eni often had
no nesd of rosortiag to roquisitioning or apscific .pr'eauum, but
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purchasged Iracly ‘m,at; of fupda vhilch were for the giresteor pact eosnbel=
butions or oredita.

The contributlons levizd by them wared in mrerly every oand .
very definitily proctor than was mecoasery to cover the meels of the
cosupylng eralss 9.nd.thﬁe resulted in partly indemrdfying Gormeny i'uz"
tle expenses of the war end in enwiching it. In mexry cames, %oo,
conbributiceny were not in proportion te national resources ind had
de structive affects on the wellarv of the o‘coupiad‘ coundrya

The credits received by the Gemana from occupled comiries,
erpsclelly in intervatlonel clearing eccounts but slsgo in naticnsl
currsnoy f'or the loral nsnds of the German authorities, had obviously
tho sharmetsr of forced loans. This ls evident from the gensral
reiations btebtwesn the lender - the ‘occupﬁ,sd gountry = and the borircner =-
tro occupant, lLoaus, morsover, were often not in proportion to the |
nctional rosiurces and in most czméu wore not used to cover the nseds o
of the cccupylng arniss but rather to enrich Germmany or et loast to
help it carry(izdomnify it for) the expspses of the war,

Bo lLogal basis of German scononic controla

1. Occupaticn and dsbellatio. The Germen authorities considsred

1t pecfoctly legel to exploit fully all'oc:cup:led countries in the
intersst of the Gernan war offort 1 end the standard of living of the
German psoplé. In fact, & study of their oocupation policies ghows
that mainly political and asconomle motivas are .rei'lao‘aed. in thelr

formulation, with legel considsrations bsing given listle iz portance .

F __!;Ei-o Punk, quoted by Prankfurter Zeitvng, 13 October 1941,
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'ﬁamverg -the Garmlan Gove rment mver rsaounced the intecnational lew
of ccoupation in its entirety, but trisd Lo k;eap tha ﬂpp@m‘mca of
rogpocting 1t in some countriews, whlle 1r other cthntriéu ocusié@yin;
itgelf mot bound by it and digx-éssing officially from ites principles,
The legal bacis of German sconcmic pelislise wes thus tuofold:

Firpt, in sone countrisa intsrnational ia.w of occupation wau
x':v'vnsj.d@xwd vilid, Thogse curpriecd the Wsebtern Buropsan staims (Prense,
Baﬂlg‘iwng t¥» Rothorlands, Demmertk, and Norway). A spocial situation
dovaloped in France, becanse the Frerco=Germsn Armistice Agreement
gprcified in meny respects the ﬂrig,hta a1l ‘dut:ims of the Gormans in
sogard to Fronch properby. )

Second, in s_.ll other ncuntriss Laternational law of occupetion
wiug not considered applicable. These wars:
| Ao Tesrritoz-ieg ennaexed by the Ralch and thoss preparsd for
annoxation =- that ie, administsred in {zct as part of ths Rsich,
although not yet deolered to be legally part of it. The Zerman
sguthoritiss ected in sll econoric maters as iff the incorporation héd
" token place, without regerd to interpatisnal law.
b. The owupi.ed Ciochoslovak trritory organired ss the
¢ Pohemla snd Moravia.
Protsctorate/ FHare Germen asuthority decived from the unilatsral sct
by which Hitler had estebliehsd the Frolvotorate. The Clgschoslovek
gtaw wes considsred to be non-sxistent. The Germens did not ackncwledgs
any limitetione of their powsrs, althous) the Protestorats Dsoree
‘"freoly"” gave the native population certuln rights und a degreec of

svtonomy.
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- The ozcupled FPolish tarritorios orgenized as the Gereral
Covermment. In %hia area the Germans rsfused to eckrovledge any
limitations on their sctivities by internatiﬁnal lawr. The Polish statbe
vas declarad non=existesnt, and tha statv of war belwren Poland and |
- Gezmany and the belligersnt occupation.of Polish territory considered
&t an end, 1 T .

d. The occupled Russian torritories. In thoce the Germans did
not conaidor themselwves bound by the Hegus rsguletions on land warfars
becnuse thz USSR was not a partylto this pact,

¢ The satellite countriss. Germen military and clvilian
suthoritien claimnd to operat® hois aa alliea, and their rights end
duties wers thus dependent on mutual agrsement, By application of
political end military pressure on a quisling reglie and by liberal
inplementation of their rights es alliiss and of the idsa of ths
"common wer offort,” ths Germans succeedrd in exploiting satellite
countries in many cases just as sfficiently ss occiapled territeries,
Thoy often showsd, Indeed, less rospect for the righta of tho popula-
tion than internationel law would demand from an o:cupant of enemy
mrritoifyﬂ‘

In regard to gome of the Balkan countriss the situation was not
* . clear; the Germens, for exampls, declarad the ¥w eglav statc to be non-
existent ¢ and considered the period of Bolligeront occupation as ended.
Thpy set up puppst regimes in satellite states (Creatis, Serhian‘Grsaéo)
but continusd w collect occupation coa%s in some of them.

T Wilhelm Stuskart, Houes Staatsrecht, II, p. 11i,
2. Stuskert, II, p. 87.
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2. Changes in Occupation Stetus. In attributing responsibilily -

for acts compitted by the Germans in occupied territories in the
sconimic sphere it must be rsmembered that msarly all of ‘thasa torri-
toriss went through more then (me. phasa of Germen ocoupation.

8. Nearly a2ll Gaman domlnated territories were at one time
or another under control of German military commandors; durirLg, the
porind of hostilities tﬁs Supreme Comaandsr igsusd deorses by virtus
of hi; executive powars. 1

b. Some territories btecams part of the Heich and wors covam.d
by ite administrative orgenisation af'ter passing throrigh a period of
administration by e spscial cuxmniasiom?r; others wers incorporatad
directly. o
| 6. The territories slated for incorporation aiter the war vere
mimiﬁistamd by spscial commisalonirs, although they were subjact to

,the seme ocsnomio legislation end cont'rols as the Reich propar.

d. In some tsrriwtiae,, after active hostilities endsd, military
administration of the civil affairs type wes set up by Flhrer dsoree.

3. Swums tarritories sere turned over by the militury cormardars

to adminiatration by oivilisa occupation suthoritisa, t_lp;»ui.ntad by
F':;hmr docrse, | ) | |

f. In somy countrios under German military contrel govermmsnt

- funollons wore actuslly exercized by diplometic reprosontetives,

R pEre——

ds B T'E»xarﬁeh,,‘ Daz Recht den Gonaralocverncnonta, p. Al }.OO.,.
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11, TEN TYPICAL CASES OI GERIAT SPOLIATION OF PROPERTY -

Euphasis in selocting and procenting these cases is laid on
showing the concurrent effects of German ﬁol:lcies in various sconomiz
fields, espocially property righte, wartime economic restrictions, and
firencilal moasures, so as to meke ovident the full implications end
reel objectives of the aéta camitted, The cases are of necessity
' samowhat general in characters the peucity of material available in
Jaghipgton and limitations of time meke it impossible to work out
anra debtailed outlines, It is believed, however, thgt evaen in the
rudimentary form in which they erc presented the cases will be useful
for the drewing up of satisfactory briefs,

&, Spolietion of Industrial Property in Poland

1. Facby Disclosed by Dvidence Presenﬂy Available. The Supreme

Commandsyr of the Gorman “rmy issued a dscree on 29 September 191591
r_egurdilx_lg the appointment of trustee commissioners for enterprises,
plants, and landod property in the occupied "formerly" Polish tor-
ritories. Under this decree, the Suprere Commender in the East and
his delegaties wers authorized to appoint comnmissionors to adninister
any enterprise or property "if there was no gusrantee of regular ad-
nminigbration;" the owmers! rights were suspended. On-l lovember 1939

Goering as Delegate for the Four Year Plan set up the Haupttrsuhand.

selle Ost as a branch of the Four Yecul' Plan agemy,z to act as the

; I Varordnung%latt fiir dic besctzten Gebiete in Polen, p, 21
(quoted in Weh, Das Recht des Genoralgouvernements, Krakow,
1941, page E d507.

2, Doutscher Relchaangeiger 1939, llo. 260,
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contral authority in asbtors of selzod Polish property situated in Hls
incorporated Bostern territories, end two wesks laber Frank es Govarnon
G‘renerni of the occupiad Polish torritories set up a Trauhandutells for
the General Govermment to fulfill similar functions in the territory
vnder hie jurindiction.l The functions of both agenciss were owtlined
In decreos and edministrative orders. Insofer as they are lmown and
refer to industrial property, the respoctive decrees are guotied in the
follouing.

Seizure of private proporty of "former"” Polish ecitizens located
in the Reich and in incorporated gorritorios was rogulated in CGoerimp 's
deoreo of 17 September 194:0..2 Selzure of private propsriy in the
Ceneral Government was reg;uiated by Frenk's decree of 24 Jamuary 194()5
which provided that private property could be seised if seisure appeared
necessary "for the fulfillment of tasks of publié interast,” oy if the

.property were derelict. Seizure was pronounced as & rule by the District

Chief, head of the territorial administration in the Gonersl Governmens,

who acted in agreement with tho head of the Treuhandstalle. Seizod
ente;rprises wore managed by trustees; profits were used to finence
voeker enterprises. Le.tér on, entérpriaes were leesed and evertually
most of them sold to German firms., Rights of third parties ugeinst

derelict property were declared vold.

10T ek, p. B 860,
2. RGB1. 1940-1 p. 1270.
%, Weh, p. E 850.
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All chrttsls and peal proporty of the "former” Polish state
which wore located in tﬁe Gonoral Goverrment were seized by a docrao
issuad by Frank on 15 November 1939 "o reocure wvalues of publie intarest
of all kind®.t Goering's decreeﬂof 15 denvary 1940° on ascuring of
proparty of the former Polish state covered property located im ths
Reich, in incorporated territories, and in the Gernsral Government,
thus partially dupliceting Franl’s above mentioned deci'ee. On 24 Sop-

S whicl. declared that Polish state

tember 1940 Franiz issued a decree
property in the General Govermment becams by virtue of theo law itsolf
proporty of the Gonersl Gowverment, This'acquisition was doclared

" not %o be based on succession; rights of third parties against the

Polish state were voided. The Trouhandrtelle was put in charge of

such eeized proporty and was authorized to disposc of it by any
mothod selected. |
To prevent any transfer of property which nmight have hinderod
goizure by the Gormans, decrees were iscued by the Supreme Ccrmander
of the Army4 (on 29 September 1939) and Governor Generul Frank® (on
‘23 April 1940) making acquisition of enterprises ard of sharos in

’

enterprises subject to license,

1

~ The incus¥rial proporty seized by the Germans in this manmer

we.s for the groater part sold to German businsss firms at undisclosed

1. Weh p. E 800.

2. RGBl. 1940, I,174,

3. w‘:!h’ Po E 810,

4, Verordnungsblatt, p. 23.
5, Whi,p. B 1i0,
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pﬁ. ess. The following transactions can be teken as exemples of fhe
systematic policy of spoliating Polieh industrial propertys

&. The Preussag, an industrial sad mining combine cwaed by
the FPrussisn stets, took over tuslve of the sixteen coerl mines in
the Dombrewa district which before 1939 had becn owned by private
Foligh awmors and the Polish state, mlrit‘h some interests in Fronoh
hrmdml

b. The Ballestram ocombine had before 1939 held 48 per cout of
the shares of “Iﬁx‘tra. Pokej" a lerge steel work in Polané, with 52 per
cont of tho shares held by the Polish stets. Dallestrem suhsequent'ly‘

acquired the Polish holdings frum the g.“muhandstelle.z

" ¢. 'The Ballestrem combine ecquirad through its subsidiary,
the Ferrum A.C., the Zieliniewski and Fitzner-Camper me.chinory
planits in warious Polisgh towns.s

d. Thoe Barghiltte ocombine in Teschen, controlled by Gorman
tanks and managed by persons mostly connected with the Goer:iug con-
bine, acquired a numbsr of steel works owned before 1929 by the
Polish statse, Polish provinecial bodies, and Polish state banks, as
woll as plants cvmed then by privato Polish interests (pugo, tho

Uodrsejow-lantke Corporation) end by Fronch mterests.d’

1. Deubsche Volkswirt, 20 llerch 1940, p. 803.

2, (Britich) Foreign Office and Miniat:sy of Econamic Varfare,
"The Iron and Stesl Industry of the Upper Oder~ Upror Vigtule
Basing,™ 0S5 CID 57114780,

3. Tbid.

4, Tbid.
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o. The Stahlwerke Draunsciwoig CGabll, a subsidiary of the
Goorirg cuiabine, took over all bab ore of the iron and evesl plants
in Coptral Poland which bofore the wer wore doninated by tha Polish
state with French and 3elgian capital participating.l

The list of these exemplos could be easily prolonged; it
could include, for examplo, the Honaschel combine's'acquisition'of
Polish 1ocom6tive plants,

2. Probable Sources of Further Evidence. The werious decrees

uged by the Gerans to "legelizo” their acts are at handi raporits on
_ outstanding cascs of gpoliation have been collected by the British
- Govermment, and partiel informaetion has been published in their
report quoted above. lore details should be easily awvuilable firom
the British and the Folish Governments, fram interviews with Gooring l
end other German officials involved, as woll as the industrisliste
who acquired Polish proporty (e;ga, the Henschel management), and
fron investigation of the files of the respective German apgaoncios
and firma. .

3. Fveluation., The seizure and gele of public'and priv;te ine
dustrial property in Poland constituted (a) confiscation of private
proparty not justified by the needs of ﬁﬂe arry of occupatlon and

(b) either spoliation of public property, or taldng as ﬁhr booty

1. (British) Foroign Office and lMinistry of Tconomic Tarfare,
"The Iron and Steel Industry of the Upper Oder- Upper Vistula
Basins," 0SS CID {/114780,
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of pt.lblli.c wreal estate. HNobhing is lmown about a purchase price
heving been p&i& by the Germauns to private owners of seoirod properby,
e%.’ceptr where foreignere were involved; but even such payments would
not meke the transfers legal, gince the ovmers wore forced or biaocke
mailad ipto sele.

4. PResponsibility.

Lien with:
a. Goorinz, as Delegate for the Four Yoor Plan, for ordocing
soigure and disposal of industrial prroperty in Poland; the leading

rembars of his staff involved in this matter, especialily the men in

charge of the Maupttrauhandstells 0s% (vinkler et al.):

b, Frank, as Governor Genoral, end the leading nembers of
his staff--ospecially those in chargs of the department for economics

(Dr. Fmmorich) and the Trau}mndsﬁellq?_ (Pilodeck) on the semo counb;

c. Funk, as General Comniasionor Hir Yconamices and as Reich
Uinister for Lconcmics, for participating in thiz spoliation, wilch
tock place at a time' when he was in charge of all German economio
contrﬁlsa |

+de Schwerin-Krosigl:, as Reich Minister for Finance, who

. supervised the Haupttreuhandstelle Ost:

0. The management of the Relehsworke lermarm Gooring, especielly

IBrnor end llalzacher, for assisting and sharirg in the spoliation;
f. Poassibly the heads of German steel) cartels, if proof can be

brought that they had a hend in the wecrgenization of the Polish steel

industry.
SECRET
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B, gpoliation of Cultural Froperty in Poland
1. Fegts. Immediately after occupation of Pola{ld the Germans bega:i

gystematically to loot art treasures from Polish collecetions. Such
looting was dons by German government officlals in sccordance with instruce
tions issued by German scholars who toured the territory, but also by
German policle', military persons, and adrinistrative officials for private
pro;v?it.l On 16 December 1939 Frank, ag Governor Gereral for the occupied
Polish territorles, issued a decreez by which all art objects in the
General Government were selzed "for the fulfillment of public tasks of
comnon interest"; the seizure covered private a.r‘!; ccllections and art
cbjeets ovmed by the church (e-xcept those needed for daily services)
while art objects owned by the Polish state had beer seized by the
decrree of 15 Novembar 19393 covering all state property. Private persons
and church orgunizations were ordered to submit to the German authorities
lists of all art objects owned or held in custody. Concealment, sale,
or aexport of art objects and withholding of information were punishable by
prison terms. |

Frank appolnted a Speclel Delegate for Seizure and Safeguarding cf
Art and Cultural Objects (Sondorigauftiragter flr Erfassung und Sisherung
dor Kungt und Kulturgehtze) who with the help of a staff of Gorman
acholars decided which apét;ific objects were to be gelged and confiscated
and who also administered selzed property. Disposal of art objects was
delogated to the chief of the Treuhandstelle departwent in the Ceneral

1, Nagl Kultur in Poland, Bis Majesty! s Stationery Office, London, 1945.
2. Yerordnunggblaty General Govermmenty, p. 209.
3.-, ;bigog pa 370
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Government administration, who waa supposed to act in.agreement with the
' chief of the Finance Department,
' .2, Eyvidence. Polish underground members have collected evidence on
speliation of art treasures by German agencies and indlviduala. &n
extensive description of tnhese acts is contalned in the publieation:

~ by His Majeaty' s Stationery Office :
The Nazi Kultur in Poland, published/in London, 1945, for the Polish Ministry
of Information, Additional information has probably been collected by the
Roberts Commission, Evidence can also be obtained by interviewing German
officials and scholars involved in the seizure. '

3. Evaluation, The seizure and confiscation of art and cuitural ,
objécta constituted glaring violations of the Hague Convention which specle
fically prohibits such actions. Pillage of art objects by individuals is
also specifically prohibited, ' ‘ .

4 Regponaibility., Lies with: a. Himmler as chief of Police and SS,

Faltenbrunner as chief of the Reichssicherheithauptusmi, Miller

as chlef of Amt /~Gestapo, Kruiger (later Koppe) a8 chief of the Gestupo
in the Generel Government, and thelr subordinates (as far as they participetsd)
for taking a leeding part in the spolimtion of Polish art treasureas

b. Frank as Governor General, the German cabinet under whose orders
. he aéted, Dr. Kai Muhlmann as Special Commissioner for Seizure and Safe-
guarding of Art and Cultural Objects, Dr. S<nkowsky as chief of ﬁhe Financé

Departnent, ”lodeck as head of the Treuhandstells, and the members of

Hihimann's staff, Dr. Gustav Barthel, Dr. Maier, Dr. Kfidlich, and oth vra,
for organizing and conducting a pystematic campaign of looting Polish
art treasuress

A
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¢. Goering and other Nezi lsaders who ghared in ithe spolls of the
seizure of Polish art treasures, and the members of S5 Verbindungastab
Hosenborgl which acted as collection agency and did large secle looting
in France and probably also in Poland, )
d. The heads of the Reichgbark, especlally President Punk and
managers fuhl and Kretzschmanr:, who had the Reichgbank orgﬁnization
participate in the disposition of S loot.? ‘

1. Seo 08S, CID #111936: PW Interrogntion, and Weakly Civil Affairs
Summery No. 25¢ {10 Narch 19.4,5)
2, ©8S, ¢ #137579,
RET
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1.,' Pactg. The German Reich established itself as successor of the
Soviet state in occupied Russian territories nnd assumed owmership of all
industrial planta.l The plants which werc to continue or resume pro=
dquction were operated by Reich agencies directly, by newly established
public enterprises, or by private German firms ecting in behelf of the
Reich, Some industrial equipment was reportedly at once dismantled
and shipped to the Reich, Pillage and looting by German soldiers,
military units, and attached civilian personnel, und the transfer to
Germany of property looted by indlviduals reached such proportions that
Reich Marshall Goering considered 1t necessary to issuc on 15 August 1941
a decree® by which booty-taking by individuals was forbidden. It also
specified thét only property cf the hostile army was considered booty
which when captured became property of the Germany Army.

During the German occupation industrial plents were directcd to
menufacture predominantly products for German use, while supply of the
native population with merchandise was restricted so that not even in-
dispensable goods were available,>

Before rotreating from Soviet territory the Germans evacuated whole

4

plants if they had sufficient time. Special commissions organiged trana«

portation of stocks and plant when the Russians apprcached. (gt cof lhe

1. Order of 19 August 1941, Yerlundunegblatt flle d. Ostland, 1941, No. 2,
p. 5, quoted in Lemkin, Axip Rule in Occupied Enrepa, Washington, 1944,
2. Heereaverordnungsblatt, vol., 233lo. 50, p. 304.

3. Danlgrirtgehaft, 1 September 1943,
. DeutgeheBerswerkszeltung, 13 August 1944 (quoting Bankwirtscheft).

SHGRET
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industrial a(ripment not evacuated was destzoyed ag part of the scorched
earth policy.

2. Evidenge. German writersl described with more or less frankness
and aceuracy thé German treatment of industridl property in cceupied
Soviet territories. For specifie evidences collected by the USSR sce
P&A Report No, 1988.1. MNore ovidence can be obtained by intcrviewlng
various German officials who were c¢ose1y connected with agercles
directing this policy -~ for example, Goering, General Thomas of the
economlc branch of ‘the 0KW, German industrislists like Krupp and the
panagers of Mapne@gmann, Hermen Goeriné Verke, Hapag, ete., (who operated
plants in the Fast) and employees of the German business orgsnizations
{e.g., Dr. Kippen of the gg;ggggggggg Handel, who described trade activie |
{ies in thne bBast in a newspaper articlez)°

3. Lvaluation., The Soviet system of publicrowﬁorship of production
faecilities makes it difficult to present the seizure of Russian
indugtrial properties by the Germans as contrary to international law,
‘But to the extent that municipal property was seized, the contravention
is clearly establlished. Moreover, the scorched earth policy during the
withdrawal from Russia, and the destruction of public property which it -
involved, could be considered as illegal under the Hlague Convention, which
ptates that "the occupying state shall be regardea only as administrator
erd usufructory of public buildings ,.. belonging to the hostile State

e ——— . SV

7. Deytsche M1gemelne Zeltug, 3 June 1943; WBlkischer Beotachtor,
© 16 August 1943, Pariser Zeitung, 8 Aunust 1942, Rheinigch-WestfBiiache
zﬂwg_gg, 11 June 1943; etc.

2, Pariger Zeitung (Paris), 8 August 1942,
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{and) must safeguerd the capital of these properties.” However, the argu-
© ment of military nocessity might be advenced in defense.
| The avacuation of machinery and whole planis was, at any rate,
unlawful even if the property was owned by the State, for its objective
{~waa to enrich Germany and ruin economically the population of the occupiad
| tergitory.
4o Reppongibility. Lies with: a. Goering, as Delegate for the -
Four Year Plan, who was given by Hitler full powers to orgenize the ex-

rloitation of the occupied Fastern territories for the Gr:rman war
economy,l and the leading members of his staff, ag well as the
. commiasioners and delegates operating under Goering,/especiallys

Speer, as Commissioner for Construction, Jor ﬁaﬁer and Power,
Qnd for Armement Tasks; |

General Kihn, ag Commissioner for Motcer;;nsportation,lwho,
through a field office, operated the Kharkov motor planta;2 .

Professor Bentz, as Commisslioner for Inereass of 0il Production;

lajJor Schu, as Delegate for Serap Collection in Occupied
Territorieas. |

General von [lajewskl, s Speciel Delegate for Timber Supply in
Occupied Southeastern Soviet Fuassia.

b, The German High Comrand (QKW) and 1ts economic branch, and the

division ealled 'iirtgchaftastab Ogt (under General Stapf 3) and their

1. Refarred to in his order of 15 August 1941 (Heeregverordnunggsbiatt,
VOlo 23’ NO# 50)0

2, Deutsche Zeitung im Ostland, 3 January 1943.
3. Rheinigeh Vegtfflliascha Zeitung, 2 Septembor 1943.

SECRE
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leading staffs, are responsible for organizing and directing the
spoliation‘of industrial facilities in occupled Russian terrilory, through
destruction or evacuatlon of plants and the looting of machinery; . |

¢. Responsible ‘oo are the Economic Leaders, Economic Inspectors
(e.g., Genoralmajor Nagel, head of the Uirtschaftinspeltion S#id), their
' Jeading officials (e.g., Dr. Schwenko, head of Nagel's industrinl branch,

a former director of Heinrich lanz A.G.), and their field agents, the
Economic Commandera, as well as the commanders of the military units

who exercised authority in the territory administered by the economic
officers, for acts of property spoliation and destruction comnitted under
thei? juriasdiction; »

d. Rosenberg, Minister for Occupied Fastern Territories is responsible
ae are the leading members of his staff, on the same counts as (3) for
acts committed in territory under his jurisdiction;

e. The Reichkommissars, Generalkommissars, and Gebletskommissars
who acted es territorlalegents of the Esstern Ministry for acts of property
spoliation committed under their orders and jurisdiction are responsible;

f. The Commending officers of the military units under whose orders
the Feldwirtachaftakommandog evacuated and destroyed industrial property
and the offlcers in charge of such Field Economic Coummands, called
Hbhever Feldwirtgchaftsoffizler and Feldwirtschaftgoffizier, can be
charged with responsibility;

g. odpeer as NMinister for Armement and WarAProduction and as Commissioner
for Water and Power, Roads, and Construction, is responsible, as well as
the leading members of hig staff and hia field agencies, the Armament

SECRE
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Inspectorates and Armament Commands and the Technical Control Offices,
for their part in exploiting aand leoting Mussian industrial equipments

h. The leaders of German business associations are responsible
- too, especially those of the Relichsgruppe Handel, the !lirtgchaftsgruppe
etec, for taking part in the exploitation and the spoliation of indugtrial
facilities of Soviet Russia by assisting in the planning, by dolegating
exparts to act as Government agents, by parti.cipating in the foﬁndation

of public enterprises which took over Russian plants (such as the Bergs

und Buttenwerksgegellachaft, the QOgtfaser etc.), and by arranging pene-

tration by German business firms into the Bagt,>

1. EHheinisoh-liestfAllische Zeltung, 2 September 1943, Buropa Kabrl,
15 January 1944.
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B. Financisl menipulations in occupied Soviet territory

1. Facts --~ Losal expenditurss of the German army in invaded
Soviet territory wers flnanced by issue of German occupation curroncy, .

called Reichskreadithkessenscheine. The local population s ordersed to

accept this monsy at a ra%io very unfavorable Yo the ruble. 100 rublos
were made equel to 10 Reichsmerk, whereas the officlal exchange rate .
bofors the war was 100 = 44.17. 1 In most territories the Fuseian

monay wes leter withdrewn from circulation in exchangs for mw morsy or

for blocked deposita. It was replaced either by Reichskrsditkessenscheim,

or, in the Ukraine, Uy a new currency cellsd Xarbowanets. 'l‘h_e isous of
both types of monsy wes in the hsnds of Gomaxn lnstitutions, which
acquired claims ageinst the Reich for the amount of currency isswd.
The Gar;nana also established several ccmmerolial banks to collect
dopositas and to finance Germen fims and agoncies operating in Soviet
territory., TIhs Gerpan administration collacted taxes; it may be presumed
that the net proceeds af'ter covering ths coat of sdministration were
used as & war contribution to the Reich., Another source of momsy for
war contributlon was the sale to local banks of Treasury notes issued
by the German administration. 2

The total amount of new curroncy put into circulation in the .
‘Ostlarv.d end the Ukrains, of taxes and occupation costs collected, or

of treasury notes issusd 1s not knomn. There is, moreover, no

T, Die DBank, Berlin, 30 September 1942,
2. Trankfurter Zeitung, 1 June 1945,

SICRET
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informetion available on ths amﬁﬁnt of clearing olsims which the Soviet
torritories scoumulated by exporting to the Reich. It is estimatsd
by Amoricma sources ; that {inancial contributions of the Cotland wad
the Ukreaine totelled 3,410 million Reichsmerk. Curroncy oirculstien in
Gorman-cocoupled Soviet tsrritory kept rising etoedily and ab such a
rate thet price controls could not bz enforced, Eventually, the natiwns
population begen to refuse mouey altogether sinoe there wus nothing to
wuy with it. Although tho Gsrmans opesrated all sxcept tls smellest
induetrial enterprisas, hnd in most districte a complets monoply of
trade, and exerclsed strict supsreision over all farms, with the larser
cnes being operated directly by or for the Reich, nevertheless, they
kad to giva an inceniive to native farmers so that producticn and
deliverios would not fall exesssively. The Germans wers forced to accept
bartﬁr as the basis of thoir opsrations wlth tho nstive ﬁopulatiana
using rare gdodsa such asg liquor, metches, eto, as means of exchengy. 2
Yhen introducing this principle of barter into their trading, the
Garmune, ascording to the sams source, had to incrémsze somsvhat the
ghare of the comsumors in total cutput, which wes oconsidired Justifizd
by the reaulting incrseses in productivity.

2. Evidence. In a gonsral way the Gem;a:; policies énd theipr

rosulta ers well documentsd in German publications sush ae:

1c P Hermterg, Division of Reseerch and Stabistics, Fedsral Regsrve
Board: "Forsign Financiel Contributions to Gormany during the
War.® Washington, May 1945, 4

2. Bankwlrtschaft, Berlin, 1 Septomber 1945,

N
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Benkwirtechalft, 1 Septembe:r 1943, Frankfurter Zeiltung, 1 June 1843,

and Die Bank, 30 Sepbember 1942. Yores spocifio evidsnos can be

obtainsd from Russian sources and by interviewing Minister Funk (as

head of the Reichabank); Reichsbaxﬂcdimk‘oor Kretzschmann; Gsnaral Thomas
and ¥inistry for Economles, .

of the OXW; Min. Rat Ter Neddon of the Eastern Ministry/ later of ths

OKW oecormmi.c branch; and inveostization of captured files of the

Reich Chancellery, ete.

3. Intarpratation; Thero wsre two ocsuses for the oomplets

deprsciation of German-issued momey. Firgt, the insufficlent amount
of industrial goods which the German autheritiss mads avellable for
local consinption. According to e German writer, "Even goods indispens-
ablé for agricultural production and living were m‘)t always availsble \
through regular chennels.” ! Second, the constant issue of new morey
to finenes local purchases of Geiwen military and civilian agencies and
Germen firms. These purchases, vhich had the charaoter of requisitions,

vore admittsdly destined not for the needs of the army of occupation oniy,
| but to supply the Reich with foodatuffs and rew materials. 2

To sum up, the Germans issued occupation monoy, leviﬁd forced

loans from banks, and collected taxes bsyund the nseds of the occupatioh
armles, financing in this manner part of the German war exponditurs '
end incidentally enriching thsmsslves, Thoy deprecietsd the pre-

invasion local currency and bank deposits then destroyed the velue of

1. Bankwirfschaft, Borlin, l.c. L _
2, Soe, for oxample: Die Deutschs Volksw.rtschaft, September 1943

SECRET
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the now money by systsmatic inflation. These financial menipula- -
tions helpsd the Germsns to purchass urder foroe end to requisition
Ay, -

cools out of nroportian o e resourcos of e country, Hms

ruining it economically,

4. Rosponsibility.

2. G8ring, es head of the Four Year Plan, who waas put in
cherge of the economio exploitation of these territories, 1 ¢nd the
laading members of his staff,

b. The Righ Command of the German Ariay eand ita econcmie branch,

as well as the Wirtschaftastab Ost (under Gerviral Stapf 2) gnd ita _

regional reprussntatives, the Vi rtechastafihrer and Virtacheftainspekboren,

for participating in financial manipulations in Soviet “srritory.

6. Resgenberg, as Minister for Occupied Eastern Territories,
and tha leading moxhbors o:t his mind.stry, eapacially Dr. Sohlotterer,
head of the Economic Division, and the Raich Commissars and Geweral
Conmissars with their staffs, who partieipated in finencial spoiistion
of Soviet territory. ’ | |

do Funk, as heed of the Reichsbank, and the leadinf members of

his staff, who organimedlthe Reichskre iitkassan and sll othor lerman
stato berks opsrating in Soviet territories. ‘

| . Funk again, es Minister for Economics, and the léading
members of his staff, who collaboratsd in organising the financiel
spoliation of Russien territories by, among other methods, founding

Y. Fuhrer Deores, reforred to in Heerssverordnungsblatt Joco. eit.
2. Rheiniach Wegtfalische Zeitung, ¢ September 1948

SECRET
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the monopollstic eastern companlesa which served as an instrumsnt for
reducing the local populetion's supply of a consumer goods.

Jo Schwerin-Erosigk is rosponsible as Minigter for Flnance,
end so are the leading members of his staff, for their sharv in organizing

ths Reichskreditkessen and their participation in msasures aiming at

financlal spcliation of the Russian territories.

SECEET
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E. Unlawful confiscations and teking of war booty im France

l; Facts . In numerous casas Cerman authorities seiszed in Franoce
'aa war booty property bslonging to private ownorsﬁs woll as state
property which was of no use in running the war; wmorcovor, thay
configoated industrial equipment and trensferred 1t to Gesrmany. A

faw cages are described in the following:

2. The German Military Commander and ths Kommandenturen
seized ag war booty and rsfused to pay indemnification to the private
owners of stocks and shipnents of gooda which wers found stored or
in transit in German-occupied territory, uuch'goods btoing declered by
| the Germens &s "blocked” by their ordsr of 10 May 19403 1

be The Gormens carrisd awey industriel equipment from varicus
stesl 'planﬁs,'among others do Vlendel, Forges ot Acisries ¢u Nord,
Hsuts Pournsaux dv Rown; 2 '

¢. The Gorman Sicherheitsdisnst seired in Mermeillesg in favor

of a Gomman subject, agricultural machinery bslonging to the Scciste
Nationale des Travaux Publicas after the company had refused to sell
the property to the German subject. 9

do In Rouwesn the Gormans selzed == ma:l‘tar the private ownsrs
had refloated them == several river barges which in Jume 1940 had
acoidentally been sunk, the German Armistice Dslegaticon olsimsd that

thir property was»not exempt from seizure. %

I.TBES T 53870,

2. Ibid.
5. Thid.
4.

oo o
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¢. The German Kommardantur in Lille seized in February and

March 1943 the industriel plant of the Sociots des Raffineries &s
Potrol du Nord at Dunkerquo, cleiming that it was war metorial; 1

£. Ths Rﬁdtury;g—- und. Begchaffungsstab ordered seizure of a

privately ownsd hangar at Biscarosse (Landss) 2;
go The Germans removed pipes from a French pipalilm under

construction, snd used them to construct a pipe iime in Rwiao 5

2, Evidsnce. Several reports of ths French Delegation to the
German Armlstice Commiasioni ere at hand, especielly those listcd in
0SS CID #53870 and covering & period from 9 October untll 9 November 1943
and those listed in {60141, cdated 17 Seplember 1543; more documsnts

(British)

have besn analysed by the/Joint Historical Research Seotion (0SS CiD
# 109652 ard # 104442). Detriled evidencos can be obteined from the
Fronch Govermment and by interviewing Fremch and Germen officlals whoe
participabed in the Franco-German dizcussions.

3; Evaluationo. The above cases are zmong those selected by the
French for presentation to the German Armigtice Commission as unlaufﬁl
in the sense of the Hapgues Convention and cf the Franco-German Armistice

Convention, &3 wll a8 of various Franco-Csrmsn agreements implemsnting

this Convention (e.g., a letier of the German Delegation of 13 June 1942,

I, 035 CID # 53870 : \
2. Ibid.

sommuMwWMMMWWMWMMWWMMMwwm
Comitice on Reconstruction Mroblems,
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and an sgresment of 16 June 1942). In reply, the Germans as s rule
refused Co accept the French interpretetion and claimsd the procedure

was legal.

4. Responsibility.

' a. The German High Command (OKW), its economic branch, the
Military Commander in Francs, the head of his economic division, and

the heada of the Kommendantwren and other field unites for directing,

ordering, and exscuting unlawful seizure of French property;

bo The Gorman High Commend (OIW), its Viehrmachtfihrungasteb,

the Forsign Offics, The Dolegate for the Four Year Plan, the Reich
Minister for Economica, as agoncies dirscting the activities of tiw
Gorman Armistice Commigsion, and the loading members of the Commission
itsalf for dimcting,, ordoring, and participating in the spollation of
Fronch property;
.. Co Albert Speer, Reich Ministor for Armamvnts and War Produc- ‘
tion, and his staff as responsible for the aotions of the Bﬁmﬁa

und Baachaffungsstab Frankreich and its regional egsncies and the

chiefs of these organizations for spolistion of French property;

SECRET
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F. Levying of Excessive Contributions in France.

1. Facts. The Germans exacted occupation costs from the French
at the rate of 40C million francs dally fror 25 June 1940 until
10 Ma& 1941, then reduced the rate to 300 million ffancs until
.11 Novembe} 1042,’after which the French had to pay 500 million francs
daily, less 200 million francs monthlyl. In addition the French paid
the coat of billeting and covered outlay for requisitions.

2. Evidence. Detailed evidence can be obtained from the French
Government and by interviewing German officlials engaged in collection
and accountinz for occupatlion costs. - )

3. Interpretation. The French claimed that their payﬁents
were excegsive, in the senme of the Harue Convehtion, which limits
contributions to tie needs of the army of occupation, and protested
at paying the expenses of troops who were engaged againqt Great
Britain anﬁtwere not part of the normal forces of occupation. This
intervretation was rejecﬁed by the Germans? but they tried to trade
reduction of the tribute for increusod German controls, especially
the appbintment of commissioners to the Bank of France, und for trade

"and forelgn exchange anc the admission by the French of 250 travelling

1nspector83.

1. Paul Hermberg, Federal Reserve Board, "Forei~-n Financial Contrie
butions to Gerrany during the War", lfay 1945.

2. Decree of OKW of 21 October 1941 on Clearing and Occupation Costs
(Allgemeline Heeresmitteilungen, 1942, p. 66)

3, Report 14/Z of the Military Subcommittee to the (British) Ministerial

Committee on Reconstruction Froblens, SECRET
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The fact that the (lerman Relchskreditkassen which were

the recipients of the paymenbs, accumulatedup to 1941, 65 billion
francg of unspent funds proves that the French paic more than the
Germana were able to spend i that time., There 1is aiao evidence

that the French payments were used for other than expenses of the

occupation army. A PW intevview1 discloses that a large part of the

_ purchases in the black market and of unauthorized buying.in 6ccupied‘

territorieas was made at the expense of the Fund for Occupation

Expenses (Besatzunzgkosten’'onds), while another interview2 describes

specifically how 2 billion francs were squeazed out of occupation
cogts by German air force commanders in France.and used for purchage
of rare materials on the tlack market. Rudolf Schleier, First -
Secretary of tHe'German Ernbassy in Paris discloéed the placinzg of
1 billion francs as specinl funds at the dlsposal of Gtto Abetz, out
3
4. Respongsibility. Lies withs
a. The German Government and the High Commanc, the German
military commander in Frunce, and the chiefs of the economic branches
in both the OKW and the military commander's office, the German

Armistice Delegaticn, and the chiefs of the major military organiza-

1. CSDIC 0SS CID XL 10222 Notes on Schwerin-Krosigk
2. 0SS CID #99551 '
4. 088 CID XL 11219, (Interrogation Report 3, G-2, HQ Third US Army,
15 Auvg. 1945)
» SECRET
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tions statione? in France, for coliecting and spending occupation
cost payments in excess of the limits set by the Hague Convéntion.

b. Tre German Minister of Finarce for tolerating the
use of occupatlon costs collected in France for purposes other
than the needs of the occupation army.

G. Requisgitioning ard Looting of Dutch Industrial Machinery.

l. Facts. Numerous réports from the Dutch uncerground, and moie .
recent reports from liberated Holland.have described the evacuation -
of 1ndﬁstrial machinery from the Netherlands to Gérmany during the
last months of Nazi occupabionl. In January 1944, for example, the
Germans toQk the equipment of several slioe factories in the Brabant,
and several months later they dismuntled anc carried away the rolli-sg
mill squipment at Veisenz° Beginning in October 1944, they carried
away rachinery, stocks, anu equipment (valued at 30 miliion guilcers)
of the Netherlands Signal Apparatus Co. at Hilversum. a special
railroad trdck was constrﬁcted to speed up evgcuation of'heavy
machinery.. When transportation became impossible, owing to Allied
bombing; the Germans.tried to destroy all they could not move>,

2. Evidence, The Netherlands Government anc¢ the maragers of

Duteh factories e.g., Johannes E. Gleskes, ané thre managers of the

Netherlands Signal Apparatus Co. in Hilversum should be able to

1. See 0SS CID FD-3009 of 4 April 1945, "Condition of Various Indus-
tries on 31 March 19457,

2. Aneta Feature Service, 8 April 1944.

3. Aneta-Official Netherlands and Netherlands Indies News Agencx,

20 May 1945.

-

SECRET




- 32 = SECRET

supply detailed information, especially the names of German officials
lssuing evacuation orders under their juriasdiction., Further, Seyse=
Inquart, Reich Commissioner in the Netherlands, officers of the
Feldwirtschaftsamt, Albert Speer, Minister for Armaments, and his
Duteh representatives can be ouestioned.

3. Ewvaluation. The available reports do not indicate vhelher
the machinery selzed by the Germans was requisitioned, cenrcliscated,
or aimply moved "to prevent it frem falling into Allied hanrds”, At
any rate, the action was unlawful because its objective was not to
cover the needs of the German army of occupation but to enrich
Germany. The last of the actions referred to above sesms tc have
been taken as part of the so called "ARLZ" (Auflockerung-Raumung-
Lghmung-ZQrst;rung) policy that 1s evacuation gnd degtruction of
industrial objectives, as outlined in an order of the chief of the
OKW dated 6 September 1944%. Acco. s order, responsi-
bility for ARLZ measures rests in the fighting zone with the army,
and in the rear gzone with the administrative authorities that 1is,
nilitary or cilvilian occupation authoritlies or, where German
property in allied countries was concerned with German diplomatic
representatives. Overall instructions were issued by the Reich

suprere agencies; the Speer ministry was authorized to organize

1. 085, CID (B 1514.
SECRET
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ARLZ measures in the armament industry sector and put ther into
effect through its fleld agencies. Special military unitse=the

Feldwirtschaftskommanios (field economy cormands)-- were set up to

evacuate'or destroy property; althougr they formed part of the

Germ:n Arm& organization they often operated under direct orders

of the Armament Inspectorates or other field offices of the Speer

Ministryl.' | |
4. Responsibility. Lies with:

a.. T-e German Hizh Comrand (OKV) and its economic branch,
the Feldwirﬁschaftsamt, for organizing thq destruction anc evacuationl
of industrial plant; | ' '

b. Seyss-anﬁa}t, Flachbock, and other hizh officlals of
the German administration in the Netherlands, on the same count;

c. Speor, his Dutch representative, Admiral Reimer, and

“leading members of their staffs, on the same count;
d. The Feldwirtschafisoffizier who executed illegzal orders

" for the destruction and evacuation of Duteh industrial plant.

- H. Economic Exvloitation of Denmark.

1. Facts. During the first months of oceupation the Germans
"used Relchskre-itkassenscheipe in making payments for goods uand

services in Denmark. Later the Danish Natioral Bank agreed to -

vy
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advance to tﬁe German army amounts needed to cover its exnenses in
Denmark. The Germans used these funds to pay for their troops,
local expenses of the army, and construction of militury highways
amc. coagtal fortifications. In addition, Cenmark financed, by
accumulating largé claims against Germany in the Leutsche
Verrechnungskasse Berlin (German Clearing Bank), a great part of
its exports tb Germany, as well as shipping services rendered to
German account anc wages transferred by Danish workers in Gernany
to their familles. Until 31 M.rch 1945 lenmark advanced to Germany
7.6 billion Kr (3 billion in the clearing and 4.6 billion in advances
to the Germany Army)l.

2. Evidence. To support the.interpretation of the German-

Danish financial deals Gufing the war it is suggested - ° 'irect
evidence be requested from the Danlah f~ «at, among
othefs, the following German offici _. pe interviewed: Renthe-
Finck, German‘uiﬁister to Denmark; General Thomas,head of the

econohic branch in tEe'OKW; Minister Funk, who supervised the

Deutsche Verrechnungskasse and, through the Reichsbank,also the

Reichskreditkassen.

3. Interpretation. The Danish National Bank's promise to make

advances to the German Army was presumably glven in return for the

LW e, B

PO

1. PUE Northern Region Intelligence Review, 27 Aprii 1945.
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Gormang' promise to refrain from issuing any more Reichskreditkassen-

gcheine in DPenmark. In this manner the Bank apparently prevented an
uncontrolled expanalon of currency circulation in Lenrark and was
able to exerclse some check on the amounts spent by the Germans.

The advances hed therefore the character of forced loans granted
under threat of the lssuance of occupation money. R

Similarly, the credit granted by the Nation Bunk in the form

of advances on clearlng claims against the Deutsche Verrechnungskasss
in Berlin was, in fnet, a fqrced loan; before arrival of German troops
Denmark never permlited German purchases to exceed German sales, and
no credit wﬁs granted'in the clearing accbuntb The change in Danish
policy after invasion of the country 1s a strons indication th:t
pressure was apolied by the Germans to secure Danish agreement,

| Once the character of forced loans 1s established it can also
bs proved thut these loana were for the greater part not levied for
the needs of thre occupying army only., In the case of clearing claims
this is self-evident, because the claims constitute the countervalue
of goods and services exnorted to Gerrany (in excess of German goots
received), Denmark contributed in this way to the German war effoxt,
and Germany was correspondingly enriched. Advances to the German
Army were, according to Panish sources, allocated in this manner:

T
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40 percent for construction and fortification work, ané the balance

for othcrvexpenseal. By a strict interpretation of the term "for

the needs of the army only” in the Hugue Rules (article 49), forced

loans for construction anc fortification work could be considered
unlawful, |

It is doubtful, however, whether tke volume of géoda and
servicéa exﬁracted from Tenmark was larger than "in proportion to
the resocurces of' the ccuntry", |

4. Responsibility. Lies withs

a. The Military Commanders in Denmark (Generals Ludke, ‘
von Hanneken,' and Lincemana) for participation in the exﬁqrting of
advances and forced loans beyond the needs of the occupation army
and for consenting to such monles being spent for other than such
needs, and for participation in the exploitation of LCanish resources
for the Reich, | ‘

b, The leading members of their sﬁaff who took part in
meagures or acts by which the Danes were forced to agreé to advance

excesslve arounts to the Germans are responsible.

¢. The German High Command and its economic branch

(Eggg!;rtschaftaamt, etc.) are responsible for their issuance of

1. Tbid.
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i{nstructions to the Military Commanders inrolving spoliation of
Larish property.
~d. The German diplomatic representative in Denmark (Renthe-
Finck an¢ VWorner Best - the latter also in tis fuﬁction as Hitler's
special deputy for occupied Denmark) and the !sading mewbers of their
staff ave resvonsible for participation in the sxtorting of advances
and forced loans for other than needs of the occupation army.
e. Ribbentrop and the leading officials o the Foreign
Office, as well as its special delegates in trade und other negotié- -
tions with Denmark (e.g., Dr. Walther, head of the (vrman delegation
in March 19445, can be charged with issuing ordefs to diplomatiec
repregentatives involving extortion of unlawful advanc:s from Denmark,
and for actual participation in this process of extort.on.
f. The heads and the lecading officials of the suprere
- agencie5’6f the Reich ar= responsible for participating in the
plannin: of and participation in economic explolimtion of Denmark
by the extortion of advances beyon® the needs of the occupation army
and by the,uses of there funds to acquire agricultural and 1hduetrial
products from Denmark, with the consequent enrichment of Germany:
i. Goering, Delegate for the Four Year Plan, the central
planning anc directing agency in economic matters, has an over-all

regponsibility.

1. 0SS #£29797, Stockholm, 10 March 1944.

e
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ii. Backe, Minister for Food and Agriculture and
head of the Relch Food Estate and the Reich Peasantry, which
planned and cooperated in the exploitation of Danish agricultural
resources is reuponsible.
ili. Speer, Minister for Armaments and War production,
who planned and organized the exploitation of Danish industrial
regources,. can also be charged. |

iv. Funk, Vinister for Economics and head of the Reicha- |

_ bank, who particivated in the issue of Reichskreditkasscnscheine

uged as a means of coercing Lenmark and who orgarized the Deutache

Yerrechnunsskasse to levy forced loans from Denmark and use them for

enrichment. of Germany, is responsible.

v. Schwerin-Krosigk, Ministér for Finance, is‘responsible

for hie particination in the issue of Relchgkreditkassanscheine.
g Aé for the wvarious instances of unlawful confiscation

and degtruction of Darish propérty by units and members of the German

u Army, S8, Police, etc., resporsibility reata upon the members and units

commanders involved, and their superior commanders insofar as they
did not prevent such acts. For damage caused by the Schalburgkorpset,

88 General, Pancke, who exercised command over it, anc¢ Himmler, as his

superior, can be made responsible.

m
~1
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1, Financial Spoliation of Serbia.

1, Facts, After the occupation of Yugoslavia, the Germans set up
a Serbian state under complete German control. Franz Neuhausen was put
in charge of the Serbian economy under orders of the military commendser
for Serbia and of the Delegate for the Four Year Plan, Later Neuhauren
took charge of all militai'y administration under orders of the militery
oommandaf for the Southeast. The most important measure in the field of
finances was the liquidation of the Yugoslav Naticnal Bank and withdrawal
of its notes, which were replaced by currency iesued by a newly founded
National Bank of Berbia, This .inatitution was chiefly engaged in printing
notes to cover the Serbian state's payments to the Germans for occupation
costs, to the population for billeting German soldiers, and to the rail-
roads to cover their deficit, as well as state expenditures for public
';torks, including those of strategic necessity, and credits to the Reich
Air Ministry for expension of an airplene factory. In addition, the
Wational Bank, under orders of the German military commander} exchanged

into its own currency all Reichskreditkassenscheins lmported into Serbia

and spent there by German agencies and individuals, and financed Serbian

export claims egainst the Deutsche Verrechnungskesse Berlin for exports

to Germany, German occupation costs were paid at first at the rate of
240 million Dinar monthly (in 1941/42) and subsequently increased till
they reached the figure of 2 billion Dinar before the end of 1943. This

reflected both the rise in Serbian prices and the greater needs of the

1. Decree of 20 June 1942: Verordnungsblatt of Military Commander in
Sarbia NO; 26.:
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German urmy»operating from Serbian territorjo German purchases for ox»."
ports to Germany and for local oonsuﬁption were so large that the general
price level rose considerably. The National Bank had to éupply cash for
these German needs at such a rate that at times }t was unable to print

notes fast enough and two to three weeka delays in payment resulted.}

Serbien note circulation inereased by 200 per cent from the end of 1941

until the end of 1943,

In addition to exporting foodstuffs and mining prodicts to Germany
end supplying the German army in Serbia with all it needed, Serbia con-
tributed to‘the German war effort in the fblldﬁing ways; it supplied
foodatuffs and.vnrioua.matorials to German ermy units stationed ocutside
of Serbia, especially in the Reich and the General Government; it supplied
transportation inside Serbia for German military unitw moving through
the country; it supplied various materials for German organizations such
as the 0T, for their operations outside bf Serbia, especially in Greece
and Croatia,2 ‘

2, Evidence. -The dfaft of e report on Serbia's economic situation
under German rule presumably written by Neuhausen and addressed to GBring,
has been captured in Belgrade.3 The data of this document can be verified
by intorrogation of the Yugoslav Govermunt, German officials active in
Serbia (espe;ially Neuhausen) and officials of the German High Conmand's

economic branch,

1. 0SS CID #111779,
2, 0SS CID 111779,
3. 0SS CID #111779,
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3. Evaluation, Germany exacted in Serbia economic contributions
of a volume which far exceeded the needs of the occupying army; to
finance the German purcheses for goods and services locally used or
exported occupafion costs were collected and credits in clearing accounts
exacted without any regard to the needs of the army of occupation proper,
In other words, Germany:wns enriched and a part of its war expenditure
covered by Serbian contributions, Germany raorganiied Yugoslavia 8o as
to make such exploitation possible by introducing substantial changes in -
the basic institutions of the country, breaking up its economic ﬁnityb
introducing new currency, etc, MNoreover, German agencies were permitted

to issue occupation ourrency (Reichskreditkassenscheine) in Serbia al-

thdugh all needs of the occupation army were covered by credits of the
National Bank of Serbia, All thess transkbtions were unlawful because
they had for their objJective the enrichment of Germany, and they resulted
in economic ruination of the country, aaiexpressed in the deterioration
of its currency.

. 4, Responsibility 1lies with

a. GBring as Delegate for the Four Year Plan, the leading members

of his staff, and NSFK Obergruppenfiihrer Consul Franz Neuhausen for planning,

organizingo and directing the financial spoliation of Serbia;

b, Ribbentrop as head of the Foreign Office, and Dr, Hermann
Neubacher as Plenipotentiary of the Foreign 0Office in Serbia,'énd later
as Special Plenipotentiary of the Foreign Office for the Southeast, for

participating in the spoliation of Serbia; ' L

6o The German High Command K (OKW), its economic branch (Wehrwirtschafte.
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emt, and later Feldwirtschaftaamt) for plenning and directing the ex-

ploitation of Serbiaj;
d. The Reichsbank for participating in ths finsncial spolistion
of Serbia (by giving advise, and delegating experts, through the Dsutzcha

Varrechnungslmase, etc.)

6, General Felbor, Military Commander for the Southeast, who
gcted as military commender for Serbia and was in charge of Germen
military administration in thaet territory, for participating in the

spoliation, S <

do Spoliatién of Industrial Property in Northern Ifalyo

lo TPacts, After Badoglio's defoction, the Germansg assumed full

econamic control of Northern Ttely, although the "Italien Sociml Republib"
was congidered to be an ally of Germeny. Cerman controls were exercised
through four chennels: German arny units stationed in IYtaly; Ralm, the
Garman Minister to Italy, General Leyers, the General Commiazsioner for
Italy of the Reich Ministry for Armament and Var Production, ;nd the
German Chamber of Commerce in Milen, K |

In an order of 13 September 1943 Hitler authorized Minister Speer

to take all measures necessary for the security of the war industry in

I%aly; in perticular, to tranafer machine tools and other essential
equipmant from territory threatened from the air to other factories,
vven those in the Reich. Speer was instructed to secure all important
installotions useful to the war economy.and to utilize them for the

common war effort, while the Chief of Trensport of the Wehrmacht wasg

_ oirdered to supply the necessary transport facilities for evacuetion

-
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of important machine toolsg?‘

Speer appointed Ceneral Loyers General Commissioner for Italy
{also called Special Commlssioner for the Industrial Sector) and sst
up an agency of the Armamem; Ministry in Milan which organized both
production of war material for German account and also the evacusticn
of industrial equipment and materials from Italy to Germany., Industriail
£irms producing war material on (German account (e.g., Caproni, Fiat, Brada, _
Pirelli) were classified as protected works and put under control of
German epacialists, . They enjoyed a privileged position in regaz"d to
supply of labor, raw materisls, fuel, etc. . More and more of the non-
protected works wsre closed down in the course of the time and their
equipment and stocks "secursd" for the commuon war effort by evacuation
%o Germany, For this purpose Leyers employed the Field Economy Comrands

i Feldwirtschaftskonmandos), military units orgenized to collect tehind

the front end ship to the rsar ceptured war and iﬁduatrial meteriala,

n Italy thesa unite operated frum atable locationa? uader orders of
Major General Leyers and his staf'f. The Germsn Chamber of Cotﬁmorce in
Milan cooperated with Leyers, @d .acted on behslf of the Reich in matters
of clearing, transfer of property of Germans living in Italy, etc.? |
An Important instrumsrt in Goﬁna.n ezploitation of Italy was en
agréemor.t by which the Italian Sccial Republic was obliged to pay a war

sonbribution %o Garmany. Its amount, was sst on 21 (October 1543 at 6

1. 0SS CID #32637: Intelligenco Report D-85, AFHQ. G=2.
go OSS #Awﬁs()350
5. 0SS CID j#39373; PW Interrogation

!
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11lion Lire monthly and rose to 9 billion and eventuslly 12 hillien

lire,l This enabled the Germans to pay high prices for evacuated,
'requiaitione:dp or purchused stocka, | |

Gerpen-Itelian trade relations wa;'e reorganized; Germany ieduced
its deliveries to materials for production and small quantities of coaic
grain, and salt; and the erchange value of the Reichsuark wes inereased |
from 7.6 Lire to 10 Lire, No figures are available siowing Germen-
Italian trade after the capitula*sinn or the amount of the German clearing
dsbt against Itaiya

Bvacuation of Italian machinery by Cerman agencies assumed in 1944
such proportions that the Italian Sccial Ropublic decided to regularizs
the procedure by concluding an agrecment with Germany (on 4 June 19447}
to the effect that transfer Lo safer places of raw materials, seni-
;‘J'iniasha.d,) end finiahed‘products eum;mtial to vhe conduct of the var und
stored in locelities exposed to enewy attacks should take place under
German ordsrs but only with authorization of ths Italian Industriel Con-
l';ﬁ..'btﬁegn The German authoritlies woro supposed to anddress their requests
for transafers to the Corrhd.ttae, end ftelien fMeme viers advigad to decline
any reguests made directly to them by any Germmn, including military,
authoritiss.2 The apreement conteined provisions covering paymert by
Germany for goods transferred to it thirough the German=Ttalian olearing. '
. According to PW reportsa‘all warehouses and shops in itilan had to declere

their stocks to the German suthorities, beginning April 1944, most of

1, Zribuneds Geneve, -3 March 1945 (News pipest #1702).
2, OSSFEIBIE0E I :
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which ware bought up and traneferred to Germany:, Ei.'apcacie.llly zzougixt
ware olothos, linen, utensils, and farm produace.

Despite this over-all sgrecmont and warious spocial agresnenta
coveriny spscific ;ndtzstriea, the Germans did not respect the prope:ty
righta of Itelian industrialista, Gsneral Leyers is veported, for oxzample,
to hive admitted the removal of lead chambera of sulphuric end hydzro-
chloric acid fi'on & factory in Puvia Province.l In the fall of 1944
~ the Germenu begen to dsmoliah Ttalian industrial aquipment under the
pretfaxt. of military necessity. The Italian Industrial Commit?‘;éou pro=
testad without effect apgeinst urbitrury demplition by Germar meilitary
cammanders of industrial plents; thoy pointed out thet such astims
threatened the future existence of the Itelian peo;g,)].epv Thoy also pro-’
tostoad npainst the arbitrary removal of mateiials and eqﬁipmmmt i;n_di.ao
pansablo to the ltalian economy and not nécrax;émx'y %o the war,2 |

2. Evidenge,

0SS CID #89373 Fiv Interrogebicn
0SS ;!82637 - Intelligence Rejort D-85 G-2 Allied Amalos
0SS CID # A-5334%, A-BAT4E, A-56033, A-518%4 , 8-55092,
bwies px)'ess quoted irn Bern cablex (0,(%» 05 {280 of 22 Septembisr
1944
lotter frem BQ Allied Coumidssion, A0 394, file LI0V4/F, & May 1945.
Additicnel evidence can be secured from the Italian Government, end f{rom

interrogasion of 8Speer, Kessolring, Lindemann, ete, .
e

3. Ewvaluation, KEitler's decroe of 13 Soptamber 1043 ordering the

oevacuation of Itelian machinory wes unlawful, The sgreement bstmesn

Gormeny snd the Italian Socisl Republic did not legelize Germeu sotions,

502 mon s SN £ YCEATRMETT  oaDLE

Lo I’opflo e Libevtag (Beliinsons) 20 Janvary 19456 (ilews Dig ot #1573).
20 l)DS 'ji‘ A':‘s}z‘zZO B

SEGEZT


http://Lin.dervs.nnj

becsuss the N¢0¢Fhs§iet government was not legally const}tutad and not
internatiorally recognizead; its achs, therefore, lacked validity,
Moreover, the German authorities, according to the statement of the
Italien Industrial Committees, "Flagrantly violated the signed sgreemsacts
between the two countriées, and acted in open opposition %o the epirit

of cordial. colleboration nnd. understanding which should exist between

the two allied netions,"l The evacuation of industrial machinery end
materiala, and the demolition of Italian plants, wa.s; thon, unlawful
requisitioning and desi’.ruotion of private property; it is financed by
contributions and forced loans (cldaring account credits) levied beyond
the needs of the army; end the objective of this requisitioning, purchsse,
and evacuation of plent and materiels and of the forced loa.na.and con=
tributions was clearly to enrich Germany and cover part of the German
war costs,

4, Responsibility. Lies with:

a. The German High Command (OKW) and its economic branch, tho

IPsldwi rtschaftsamt, for organizing and directing the destruction and

evecuation of Itelimn industrial equ’pment and materiels. Also responsible

are Kesselring, ae supreme commender of German Forces in Itdly, and his

pteff, especinlly the officers in charge of Feldwirtschaftskommandos and

of transportation, who ordered and executed orders involviag the destruc-
tion and spoliation of private property.

b, Minister Speer for organizing the spoliation of Italian ir-
dustrial property, and with his Itelian agents, General Leyers, his chief

of wtaff Colonsl CGerhard, and the hesds of the Feldwirtschaftskommandos

stationed in Jtaly (Major Klimpers, lizjor Milller, etc,) and their leacding

1. 0S8 #a-54742, s SECRET
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employees and officers (Kopetzki, Hurt Schiller, etc.)s
¢. Ribbentrop, Minisgter for Foreign Affairs; the leading members
of his staff; Rahn, the German Ambesssador to Italy, and his staff, for
collaborating in the spoliation of Italian property; '
| dc Funk,-as Minister for Economics and mresident of the Reicha-
bank, for the part he took in the spoliation by concluding a clearing
agreement with Italy which resulted in forced loans levied by Germany;

e, Lindemann, as head of the Reichswirtschaftskammer, as well as

the leading men in the German Chamber of Commerce in Milan (Dr, Weber of
1.G.Farben, Harbeck of Iriplex) for assisting in spoliation of Italian

- property.
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" ITI. PRINCIPAL NAZI ORGAIIZATIONS INVOLVED

A. Organlzations Responsible for the Planning

1. Preparation for Var. Although there is little direct evidence

available indicating which organigations wers before the war engaged
in plsnning the aconomic exploitation of the countriss which Garmeny .
later ettacked, analysis of Germen occupation policies and of the pre-
_ w&r'aotivitie of individual officiuls and agencies seem to justify the
following enumeration of probable participants in the preparation of

. Germgn economlc occupatioh policigno

e. The Foreign Policy Office (Aussénpolitisohos imt) of the MNagi

Purfyc Its head, Alfred Rosenberg, was the protagoniat of the now

"Drang nach Osten" ideology; in 1941 he beceme Reich Minister for

Occupied Eastern Territorles and was followed there by most of hia
former staff in the Purty office. Werner Daits, in cherge of speoisl

tasks, probably orgenized preparations for econoric wucfare.

b. The Var Economy Inspectorate (&’lahxwirtso}mftninapaktion) ot .

"

the Supreme Command of Armed Forcoe \Oberkommando der !'ehrmucht - OKH).

This office was transformed in 193¢ into the Uar Rsonomy and Armament
Off'ige which,under General Thorma, organized German &rmsment produciion
as well «s the econonic exploitaticn of oécupfwd territories., The
efficlency of the metheds used indicates a long period of prepsration

for the job.

¢c. The Office of the Delegate Por the Four Year Plan (lleauftragter

ix doo Yierishreepnlian) Hermenn GUring. The objective of the Four Year

- -
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Plan wua to reorganize (ermen escenomjic structure so a8 to increase
itas industrisl war potential,reduce its dependence on foreign raw materials
and its vulnerability by blockads.

d, The Foreign Of'tice (Auswlitiges Amt). Under RiblLontrop the

Forelgn Office wag,before the war, tn instrument of Cerman eceonomic pene-
tration into foreipgn countries for purposes of war preparation,

. The other Reich inistri:g. The Reich Ministries for Lconomics,
Agriculture end Foodstuffs, Finance, Troensportation, and the Reioch
Food Estate, prepared in their specific fields German policies of oocu-
pation. “hﬂrl: the war broke out theydelegeted thsir experts to the ateff
o:' military comnsnders in ocoupied court.ies where they w ore pui in chargs
of economic natters.

f. The Rgich Chancellery and thc Party Chancellery. Either or
both of these agenciea may have served as coordinating posts in view of their

direct relation ts iiitler, the nastor=planner.

2, Over-a!l Dirsction of Exploitation. During the war the basic
policies for economic exploitetior of occupied territorics were formu-
lated by the same Reich authorities which set up production and diatribution
plans for the CGerman éconouwo There is evidence that all important
economic nessurss of tho aithorities reprosentin;; the oocupé.nt (military
commanders, civilian commigsioners, etc.) either emanated fyrom, or
had been submitted before issuanse for the approvui of, the supreme
Reich egencies in chargs of econonla netters. Thera is, for emﬁla,

the OKV order of 25 Decouber 1943} which stated that "the Militery

Y. Kilgewoine lieeresmittellungen, 1944, p. 31
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Lasic problem# were pro ably disocussed and, unless Hitler's decision weas
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kroditkassenschein”,

Center of economic plamming was the offices of the Four Year Plan;

requasted, decided in the Central Plunnin; Board (Zentrale Plunung), which

consisted of GBring as Chairman, Erhard Milch of the Air Ministry, Yaul
Kérnor of the Four Yesr Plan Office, Talther Funk, Hinisler of Nconomics
and President of the Reichsbank, and, after Ootober 1942, Albert Speer,
Hinister for Armaments and War Production and Genersl Commissioner for

War Productior. Tasks.? In November 1944, Paul K8rnor wae removed, while

Martin Bormann, head of the Party Chancellsry, and the SS general Sepp

Dietrich, were riéwly appoir od. Uith Speer's advent to power, preparstion ]

of plans relating to industrial production and distribution of raw materials

and allocation of production facilities was taken over by the Planning

Department he:.ded by Kehrl which Speer established on 4 September

1943 in his cepacity es General Comalssioner for Armament Tesks in the

the Pour Year Plan. Agricultural and food problems were imndled by the Reioh
Food Estate ard the Reich Ministry for Agricultufo ana Foodstuffs, |
finanoié.l ‘natters by the Heioh Ministry for Economics and the Reichsbenk,
and pertially also by the Reich Ministry for Finunce. Transportation

in a1l territories under German rule was organixed by the Relch Ministry

for Transporta.tinna with ocean transportation under Jjurisdiction

ol’ the Reich Commiasaioner for Ocean Shipping.

1. Usmorandum by Econemic Warfare Division, American Eibassy, Lendarn,
2. HMittellungablatt des Wi-Rl Anmt/OkwW 1942, p. 147 5 July 1944,
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Peliocier formulafed by one o r several of these agenoieé and
integrated and coordineted by all interestsd authorities were, i f{ their
importance warranted it, probably passed on and accepted or changed
Sy Hftler in cabinet meetings held in thc Reich Chancellsr. In the
hands of these agencie s was contered the plenning of;, and supreme con-
trol over, the eoconomic 1life of the occupied countries.

To execute policles outlined Ly tle central agencies there was a
duality of organizations, based on & territorial and a functional
chain of command, similar to that 1n the Reich proper. As a rule the
functional authorities did not exercise their control over matters
in their jurisdiction through a hiorarchy of field agencies holding
direct authority in occupied turritories, but rather issued directives
to the loocal occupation authorities. An example is the avthority given the
Conmissioner General for Construction by the decree of 13 Auguat 19421
"to issue dirsctives to agenciea uﬁerciéing Reich authority in the
Protectorate, torritories appended to the Greater German Reich and occu-~
pled territor&es,‘inoluding militar& ;ommandé}éa

The many field officea, agenis, delegates, and representatives
of the functional sgencies had for the most part functicns only of lialson
and control; insofar as they exercised any jurisdiction it was by '
special celegntion of such powera from the territorial euthority.

This organizational scheme waes not applied within the incorporated
territories, which, of course, were under direct jurisdiction of ths

Rgich authorities. Similarly, the supreme Reich agencies were entitled

1. 18id, p. 130
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%0 , issue fegulatione for the nﬁppanded territoriem (Protectorate
and General Govefnmant) and to make policy decisions aiming at the planning
of the German "living and economic space".

B. Central Orzenisations

1. Civiliaa Authoritiea.

&. The Ministerial Council for Reich Defense (*iniasterrat fiir

dis Reichsvertsidigung) This body wus e stablished by decsree of 30 April
19392; it consisted of Reich Marshal Hermann GBring as chairman; Hitler's
deputy, Rudolph Hess (later replaced by the head of the Party
Chancellery, Byrmann); the General Cormissioner for Reich Administration,
I'rick; the Genarel Commissioner for the Econonmy, Funk; tha head of the
Reich Chancellery, Lammers; and the ghief of the OKW, Keitel.

: The/ Council was supposed to direct sdministration and econémy during
the war, releasing the Fllhrer from the handling of ourrent affairs.
It was authorized to issue decress which had the force of lIaws, Its
edministretive agenoy was the Reich Chancellery, which gave Larmers a
central position in all matters handled by the Council. Daorees issued
by the Council were signed by G8ring unﬁ ons or several other membors.

Acocording to availeble evidehoe/p howaver, the Council did not

beooue the central body of German economio control over occupied oountries. -

unly ons of tha more important deorees regulating economic affuirs of

occupied (but not incorporated) countries was issued in the name of the

Counicil -~ namely, the decree on Reichskreditkassen of 3 lay 1940.%

1. For example, dacreea of 12 October 1939 (RGBI. I,2077) "On
Administration of Occupied .olish Terriroties”.
2. RGBI. 1,1539
3. RGBI. 1,743
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Goring, however, requently used the title of Chairman of the
Ministerial Council for Reich Defense when issuing or co-signing
decrees referring to occupied countries, suches:

Hitler's decrae or 8 uctober 1939 on Organization and
Administration of the Lastern Territories (RGB1, 1, 2042);

Hytler's decree of 12 Uctober 1939 on Administrationof
Occupied Polish Territories (RGEL 1, 2042);

G8ring's decrese of 1 November 1939 establishing the laupttreuhandstelle

Ust, based on Four Year Plan powera (Deutscher Reichsanzeiger lo. 260)

GBring's decree of 17 September 1940 on Seizure of Polish Private
Property, based on Four Year Plan Powers (RGBl I, 1270)

Iljtler's decree of 18 May 1940 on Ixercise of Govermmental
Authority in the Netherlands (RGB1. I, 778)1

In regard to the incorporated territories, legislutiop ot the
the Council wes more frequent , the most important law being that of 16
November 1942% by which the Reich Defense Commissioners were given
extensive powera over administretion end economic aftairs in their
territorial districta. -

b. The Delegate for the Four Year Plan (Basuftragter flir den

Viaanhrasplan). Hermann Gﬁring was appointed by decree of 18 October

1936% to direct the so-called Four Year Plan péogram which consisted
chiefly in rebuilding the economie structure of Germany so as to make
it, in wurtime, independent of foreign raw materials. The Delegate
wag authorized to issue docrees and directives to the iuprama Reich

agencies. By decree of 18 October 1940 4 s powers were renewed with

1. The analogous decree on authority in Norwsy of 24 .pril 1940
bears no reference to the Ministerial Council.

2. RGBY 71, 649,

3. RGBl. I,887

4, RGBl. I, 1596
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specifia directive to adapt his noasures to the war necessities.
' Deputy Delegete was Kbrner. ] B
The Office of the Dalegaterwas not organized

bﬁt conaistad of the Central Plamming Board (originﬁlly General Council)
" the highest suthority in economic plo.nning1 bbbl o ofrunidtwlisims
{Geschilftsgruppen) s

Reich Commissiomnmr for Prices, Dr. Fiechb&ék

Division tor Foodstuffs, under Backe

Divialion for Foreign Exchenge, under Dr. Urasmsch
Division for Foreats, under . lpers

There were also fifteen or more commissioners, special delegates, eto.
(@ee below)
The jurisdiction of the Four Year Plan agency covered also the

Reichawerke lermann G8ring, the Reich owned industrial combine, which

served ns one of the tools of German economic penetration into the busineas
of occupied countries. Repreaentativé of the Four Year Flan office in the
Reichswerke wus KbBrner.

During the war the Delegate powers over .all agenciss including
mili-ary commenders exercising Relch authority in the Protectorate, the
General Goverrment, and the oocupied territories, with the exception
of the w ne of operations. lot all of decrees by which thess powers
were transferred by Hitler aro known, but there are numerous references to
those which are not available. There is sufficient evidence to support
the statement that th. Delepetefs office was the supremé authority for

economio policles applied in theRelch and in occupied countries and .

1T 560 above p. 50.
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that éll Reich ministries and nilitery authorities in charge of
egonomic matters were subordinetsd to the Delegatel. >

In a few cases the Delegate appointed commissioners, residing
in occupied countries, in order to direct their exploitation; as a
rule, however, he exercised his powers by issuing directives usually
through liaison officers to‘the military commandera and oivilian
agoncies which represented German atthority in o ccupied territories.

Vhen jpeer expanded his powers over Germun industrial production
he encrosched also upon the authority ot the Delegate in regard to
economic exploitation of occupied countries. This was reflected
specifically in the delegetion of powers by GBring to Speer as
Commisgioner General for Armament Tasks, in a deores of 22 May 1942?
and the extension into occupied territories ot ‘peer‘’s authority es
Commisaioﬁer General for Construotion by Hitler's decree of 18 Auguat
194203

The following 1list contains references to the decrees Wy which
the Delegate wus given churge over economic matters in occupied countries:
| i. Hitler's decree of 18 August 19424gavo the Gencral

‘ommissioner for Construction tho same powers es the Delegate hud to

‘issue directives to the agencies including military commanders exercising

T, Similar statements are to be found in various German publice-
tions, e.r. Neue Ordnung, 2% ..upust 1943

2. Mitteilungsblatt des Wi-Rll . mt/OKW 1842, p. 83

3. iG, Po . .

4. Mtleillungsblatt des WI-RY Amt/ORW 1942, p. 83

-
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' Refcﬁ authoriﬁy in-thé Proctectorﬁfe Qnd the appended and:?c;upied
territories. B ’

| ii, Hitler's decrees by which inocorporation into the Reich
of Austrian, Czech, Polish, Belpgian, and other territories was prooclaimed -
ware considered to have the implioit effect of extending the Delegate's
Jurisdiction into these territorics°1 Subsequent decress issued by

the Dslegate or hils subordinates referred to these bhasic deoreea and

establighed regulutions in his sphere of authority. Examples of such

dooress: .
GBring Deoree introducing the Four Year FPlan in Austria
(RGBYL. 1938, I, 247)

3

GBring Decree introducing the Tour Year Plan in the
Sudetenland (RGL1, 1938, 1, 1392)

GBring Decree of 30 October 1939 introduscing the Four Year .
Plan in the Eustern Territories.

GBring Decres of 17 Saptambor 1240 on Seizure of Proparty
of Polish Citizens.”

GBring Decree of 1 November 1939 establishlng the Heupt-
trouhandstelle Ost.4

" Decree of the Reich Commissioner for PPices of 12 June 1940
introducing German price sontiols into Bupen, Malmedy, and

Moreanet. A
o Lo . . P . RN - i -4

iii. Iitler's decree of 12 October 19596 on Administration

of occupied Polish territories authorize the Chairman of the llinisterial

1. Stuckart I, p, 129

2. RGBl. 1939, I. p. 226

3. ROBl. 1v40, I, p. 1270

4. Deutscher nNeichs-und Prcusslischer Sta..tsanzeiger, 1939 1o, 260
5. RGDL, 1940, I. p. 870

6 . .GBl. 1939 I, 2077

SECRwY ¢



ety |
= 3y =

Council for Reich Defense snd Delegate for the Four Year Plan to nake appli-
cable in theb General Govermment decislion necessary for planning of
the Gernen economic life.

iv. Hjtler'a decree of 29 July 1941 on the exploitation
of the newly occupied Eastern territoriea for the German war offort
nade the Nelegate responsible for the effective realization of war
economioc mensureszg he was given direction of the economic policies
of the Ministry for Occupied Eastern Territories®s

Vo An exemple of direct action of the Delegate in regard to
the Ppoctectorate was the decree on currency in the Protectorate
of 21 March 1939% uhio.h he signed jointly with the Reich Minister
of Economics, the Reich Minister of Interior, and the Reich !linister
of Finence. .

vl, No decroe extending the Delegate's jurisdiction within
the western occupied countries is lmown, but there is a decree of 28
sugust 1940° in which GBring assumed responsibility for exploiting
these territories to the benefit of the (Gerian war eff'ort; on the basis
of this the Germmn military euthorities issued execuiive regulations.

vii. Goring appointed a Plenipotentiary for Econony in Serlbiia

(lleuhe sen) who was responsible to the Delegate for the Four Year Plan

1. Rofeerred to in Mitveilungsblatt des Wi-RlU Mat/OKW 1942, p. 88

2. Oberreigierungsrat Labs in ti}%{mir‘bsohui‘t, Au ust 1942

3. Deutloé__ﬁer orkag o). » Aupuat 1944

4, RGBY, 1939, %p. “f:"s’E'EE'E

5. Vierjohreoplan dirveetiv #14395, quoted in Konmentar zue
HWirtachafscese{zgobung
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but acted as chief of the military adminiatration, thus combining
authorities delegated by Goering and by the Military Commander South-
eaato.l

By virtue of his poaition as central authority for exploitation
of the economic capabilities of all occupicd territories, the Delegate
appointed numerous cormissionors to fulfill specific tasks in same or all
German occupied countries:

Genoral Commissioner for Armement Tasks (s;»zuar)2
Gensral Commissioner for Construction (Speer)d

General Comnissioner for Special Problems of Chemical Production
(Rrauch)4

Genoral Ccmniasicmeg for liotorization later oallsd Commissgioner
for Motorisation (Kuhn)5

Delegate for the Promotion of 0il Production (Bentz)6

Delegate for 3omp Collection in all Occupied Territories
(Ma jor Schu)?

General Commissioner for labor Supply (8auckel)8

General Commissionsr for letal Ora Mining in the Southsast,
Bolgrade (Neuhausen)9

1. Das Reich, 27 Aupust 1944.

2. Uee ssotion on Reich Ministry for Armaments and War Production,
111, B, e.

3. Ibid.

4. BSee next page for field agencias.

5. See page 60 for functions.

6. Taschenbuch 1943, p. 10.

To I?so 1isted as agency subordinated to the Wehrwirtschafts~ und
Rustungsnmt in the OEW (Hitteilungablatt dos We-xu Amt 1942, p. 46)

8. Bee REA 3113.5 and 3113.7.

9. Taschenbuch 1943, l.c.
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Camissionsy for 0il Questions in the Southeast, Bucharest
(Neubacker) =

Special Delegate for Timber Supply in the occupi~d southeastern
Soviet Rusaia, Kiew (von lh;j_ewnki)z

Haupttreuhandstelle Ost (Winkler)S
Inspocfor for Control of Raw Laterials in Delgium and France?

Scome of the above enumeratsd comnissioners and delegates operated
directly in occupled territories, others had fleld ofl'ices and
liaison officers attached to the local German authorities, and some
issued directives to these authorities, which acled &g their agents in
thelr specific fleld of control.

The General Commissioner for Spscial Problums of Chemical
Production, in accordance with a decree of the Chairman of the
Ministerial Council for Defense of the Reich and Delegate for the
Four Year Flan of 7 January 1942 and an order of the OFW of 10 Jamuary
1942,% was mpraaon\ted through delegates om the nilitary agencies in
cha:ge of econocnic matters in the Reich and in sone cccupled oount‘rieso _
Their duty was to support the realization of the mineral oil program.
In the Reich these delegates were attached to the ‘rmy corps distriot;
the delegate for occupied and unoccupied France was attached to the

Wirtschafts~- und Rustungsstab Frankreich (then atill under OK7), end

the delegate for Belgium, Northern France, and the Netherlands was

1, Taschenbuch 1943, l.c.

2s .

3. Deutscher Reichs- und Preussischer Staatsanszaiger 1939, No. 260.

4. Jonderanordnungen of MIIitary Cormander in Jialgitm and Northern
France, 14 November 1940.

5. Mittellungsblatt des Wi-Ru Amt/OKW 1942, p. 19
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attached to the Military Commender for Belpium and Northern France,
Central Order Office. S | |

The General Comnissiomer for Motorizé.tion was rénamed Commissioner
for Motorization, and von Schell replaced by Kihn, by Goering's decrese
of August 1942 which transferred his powers over construction of motor
vehicles to the General Commissioner for Armaments.i The latter es-
tallished then a motorization branch Iin his agency. The Commissioner
g for lotorization was appointed i:y OKW order of 10 September 1942
Ceneral of Motorization; his functions comprised diastribution of new and
requisitionad cars £o nilitary and civilian users, and, sﬁecii‘ioally, .
'in» the ocoupied Eastern territories; operation of Russian motor
factories, except those taken over by the General Commissioner for
Armuments; rebuilding of motor vehicles for gas generators; planting
of rulber plants; operation oi‘ al) roed transport services,? and, in
the ocqupied western territories, in addition to some of the above
functions, exclusive purchasing of motor carw, for which purpcse a ‘
"Field Office West" was set up in Paris.d

The Delegate participated in the formation of various monopoly

campanies which sorved as inaotrumonts for exploitation of occupied

Soviet territoriss, e.g., the l/irtschaftreinsatsz Ost GmbH, Berlin,

" vwhich orpanized all camerce, directed import and sxport, and controlled

1. Mitteilunpsblatt des Wi-Ru Amt/OKW 1942 p. 130.

2. Thid p. 152 o _ ‘

3. Tod p. 154. :

4. According to a PW interview Colonel Thoeniasen, chief of the

- . Commissioner's office, tried to orgenize the Europeen motor
industry to secure the collaboration of non-German producers.
{#ar Department PR Interrogation Report #4584)
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production of consumer foods in. tha Eapt, ’

On 28 August 19402 the Delegate ordered the formation of Central

Order Offices (Zentralauftragsstellen) to organize the erploitation of

wostern European industrial facilities for the Gerran war effort. These
agencies operated under directives issued by the econom.o Lranch of

the military administration in France and Belgium and the c;ivil
administration in the Netherlan’s, jointly with the rugional Armement
Inspectorates (the field offices of the econommic brar.ohv of the OKN

and, after 1942, of the Speer Ministry). They coorcinated purchasing
activities of German military and civilian agencies and business fimma
in western Europe and, with the help of the ocoupriion authority, |
directed the distribution of' raw raterials, fﬁel, lebor, etc., 80 as to
assure the maximum industrial production for Gerran account. In Norway,
the functions of a Central Order Office were exe;cized directly by

the Reich Commissioner's office, in Demmark by tiie Var Economy Steff,
and in Serbia by the General Comnissioner for Economy under the Delegate
for the Four Year Flan. | B . . '

Co The Reich Miniatgy of Intorior. Thin miniatry, under Prick,

was in charge of incorporation of annexed territorie: and of coordinatinn
of occupied policies. I‘ba department charged with affairs of

incorporated territorics and occupied countriss wns headed by State

1, 0SS R & A Report No 2500.8: "German Military Goverrment over
Europe: The Ostland and Ukraine"
2, Vierjahres plan directive #14395, quote] in Bogmeniar zur - ;

!irimhar&ammmmn
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Secretary Stuckart. The Ministry formulated legisiative acts pertaining
to the annexed and occupied territories and served as linison betwsen the
occupation authorities and the Reich central agencies in charge of
econanic matters.
The Ministry was appointed central agency for implementation of
the decrees eatablishing Germen sovereignty in occupied territories:
Austria: Decree of 23 March 1938, RGEl. 1,407
Proteotorate: Decree of 16 March 1939, RGBl. 1,780
Vemel: Decree of 23 llarch 1939, RGBl. I, iasue 54
Sudetenland: Decree of 14 April 1939, RGBl. I,780
Eastern Territories: Deoree of 8 October 1939, RGBl., I, 2042
General Government: Decree of 12 Outober 1939, RGBl. I, 2077
Eupen, Malmedy, lMoresnet: Decree of 23 May 1940, RGBl. I, 803
d. The Reich Ministry for Deonomics. This ministry, after its

reorga.nization by Goering's (as Delerate for the Four Yeer Plan) decree

of 4 February 1938,

was considered to Le the administrative center of
German cconanic con'(:rols, with the exception of agriculture and foodstuffs,
labor, transportation, foreste, and price controls. The Minister, Walther
Funk, was at the same time President of the German Reichsbank (ql.;.)o

In 1939 he was appointed General Camnissioner for the Economy, but with thie
title he did not acquire any new authority; it meant she.’y that he

held all powers given to the Ministry snd the Reichsbank, while all other

1. Stuckart, I, p. 153.
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.economic controls weré centered in the hands of the Dslegate forl the
Four Year Plan% Among the decrees signed by the General Gommissloner
" for the Economy and referring to occupied territories was the decree on
Reichskreditkassen of 3 May 1940 (RGB1 I, p. 743) .\

- During the first years of the war the Minister directed Garman
4ndustry, trade and banking, distribution of gooda {except agricultural
products), foreign trade and exchange, and headed the corporative organiza-
tion of German business firms. After 1942, however, the Ministry lost
its control over industrial production to Speer’ s various agencles; under
Funl' s jurisdiction remained the distribution of industrial goods, foreign
. trade and exchange matters, control over banking and insurance. |

The Ministry for Economics was responsitle for Cerman trade and
exchange 1::0].1(::1982 before and during the war, and for the itrade and
exchange policles which the German occupation authorities imposed on
occupied countries. The jurisdiction of the Ministry covered the German
Clearing Bank (Peutsche Verrechnuneskasse) and the Reichslgreditkasaen,
which were the chief instruments in the financial exploitation of occupled
countries. One of the sections of the Ministry of Economics was specifically
organized to deal with economic problems of newly occupied Eastern terri-
1aori.et!.3 It was headed by Ter Nedden who in 1945 was head of the industrial
section in the Feldwirtschaftsamt (q.v.). The Foreign Exchange and Foreign
Trade Division orgenized the production of German capital into foreign
business especially in occupied countries. The Dienstistells AO in the same
division organiszed the cooperation of the Ministry with the Foreign Organi-
zation (AO) of the Nasi Party.%

1. Jhid. p. 162.

2. Decree of 12 December 1938, RGB1. I, p. 1733.

3. _Taschenbuch 1943, p. 3B. .
4. R CID #137979. . - SECRET
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e Unde:; the juﬁsdiction of the l:ich Minia‘ln'y for Bconomics "were

Qiso the (non-agricultural) Reichastellan, the govermment agencies 4in
charge of distribution of raw materials, aem:'l-finiahed,- and finished .:
 products of specific industries.! The Relchsatellen also controlled import
and export of these poods and took a direct part in purchasing materials

in occupled countries. Most Reichss’ellen or the Commiseionera._‘. in charge. .
of the specific industry had branche: in occupied territories or
representatives in the staff of the lerman military (or civilian)

commandera of occupied couni:riea 2 Tho Commissioner in charge of the ~ '~
Garman Ruhber Industry, for example, ¢elegated (‘aneral Jehle to the :
s*aff of the Military Commander of France, who appointed him as head of |
the Germen rubber controls in France.’ The Reichsate)le Tachnischer - °
ggg,eu@isgg purchased industrial dianonds in occupied Belgium the free
sale of which was restricted by Cerman orders.t An exsmple of direct
meagsures taken by the Ministry in comnection with {erman exploitation of
oceupied countries ia the estasblishment of the Eipiaufsring Frankreich as
the center for German importers from France.5 |

For the activities of the corporative organization of Cerman business

. end the Corman chambers of commerce abroad, ser mection IIXI B, 3.

1. See R&A No, 2106, "Control over Distribui lotn of Indust:rial Ilater‘.lals
of Production in C‘\ermam' i . S

2. 0S5, CID #{L-1928,

3. 083, CID f1-5910 (Comm, Intell. Objective Subeomm, No. 22, File I.8).

A, ISS CID #1424,
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e. Me Poichsbank. Under Prosident Schacht, and, since 1938,

. Funk, the Reichsbank was an important instrument in German economic
penetration of foreign countries before the wartand of financial exploita-
tion of occupled countries during the war. The Reichsbank auppl.{ed
nearly all experts' who, on behalf of German military or civilian authorities,
took over control of central and private banking in occupled territories
and directed the activities of German-founded note-issuing inatimtions.v

~ The Reichsbank also organized the Reichslreditkagsen, the German military
banks, and supplied twe of the directors and most of the personnel for
these institmtions% The Relchskred) tkasgen were used by Csrmany to exploit
the Eastern territories through organiged inflation end to force the

. lestern countries to finance German expenc}iture in local currency so as to
avold Reichskreditkassep currency from being issued in their territories .3

ot The Reich Ministry for Finance. Under Schwerin von Krosigk,
this ministryl‘participated in the formulation of financial policiea applied
in, and in the financlal exploitation of, occupled territories. The
Minister signed various decrees directly applying to annexed territories
and appended territories (e.g., the decree establishing the exchange rate
of the Protectorate/currencyg ordinance establishing Reichskreditkasaeg) .

German financial policies in occupled countries were formulated and
financial activit:lga of occupation aﬁthoriuee cont'olied by the l(inistry.s

1. The use of commercial debts, trade and clearing agreements as means to
exercise economic pressure and blackmall was Schacht s invention.

2. Decree of 3 May 1940, R@1. I, p. 743.

3. Nauea Wiener Tgblatt, Vienna, 25 Jamuary 1944. '

4. For organization, see Jhachepnbuch, 1943, p. 2 following.

5. Baichagesetzblatt 1039, t I, p. 555.

6. Yerordmungsblatt (France), No. 9 of 18 May 1940. .
.7, For ite participation in disposition of SS loot, see SECRET. -
ws’ cm #137?790 ) :

8. 0ss, CID #X1-11915 (CSDIC-UK, FW paper 113). _ -
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The Uinistyy eoxercised control over financisl ins titutions which served

as an instrunent of financisl exploitation of the Protectorats (e.g., tha
Deutsche Zentralganossenachaftskasse) and the Finence Oftices which
collected custoﬁtz duties and exclige taxes there. The Ministiy was invelied
in the financiel deals of and the pgranting of tax privileges for prominent
!_iazi Party membersl Among its responslbiliiies was also tha participation

4 .
of the Reich in certain enterprises, international finencial negotiations,

preparation of future peece treatles, and conirol over the Mwupbirsvhsndatells

Ont, the mgency which (under the Delegats for ths Four Tear Flun) cerved
aa sn instrument for the expropriation of property bslonging to Polish
citizens. Among the apencles controllsd by the Hinlstry was t;lso the
Relchsmonopolverwslting fir Braymiwein which pufchaaﬂd aleochol in Francs?
It also played a leading role in the organization of the Ralehskred) thasren?
the militayy banks which were an important instrument of finsneial
exploitation of occupled territories, ) - ’ | -
g e Releh Miniatey for Food ard Arrioultiza. Tl ninfstry
@ar Darre and later Backe (who headed the Division for Foodstuffs in

the Four Year Plen Offiece) operated directly in the incorporated terri-

tories and participatsd in the planning and exploitating of the agrieculivral

resources of the other occupied countrisa. A specisl esclion in the
Ministry handled agricultural reaettlement of amnexed toreltories; At

head was Hiege, section chief in the office of ths Reich Cammissionar for

1. 0SS CID #125422: "Interrogation of Dr, H, Oeftoring.®

2. 08S CID #106909,

3. Decres of 3 May 1940, R@1, I, p. 743.

4. ©.8., the Relchswerke Hermamm Goring arcl ﬂm WLQ conbings, and the
so-called Xastern compenies. . SECRE'T
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Strengthening of German Ha 3o Tma Ministry' s off:lcj.ala \amdl@ﬁ the
supply situation in Furopean countries and were later delegated to the
staff of the cccupation euthorities, where they wsrs put in charge of
matters relating to food and sgriculture (e.g., Dr. Frilz Reinhardt, hesd
of the respective division in the Military Commander®s siaff in Frence
vorked as an employee of the Ministry on Fond Supply in Franee, Belglun,
and the Netherlands) . Svbordinated to the Minisiry was the Hpichanfirstsnd
(Reich Food Estate) headed by Minister Darre, and later, Minister Backe, as
Reichsbavernfiliver (Leader of the Redch Fensontiry) which controlled -
production, processing, and marketing cﬁ' food in the Refch, including the
incorpors ted territories? Under the Reich Food Estate operated the
aériculhu*al Reichartallen which controlled import and expord of Yoodstulfls;
they were represented in the agriculiural control agencies of the
Protectorate, the General Govermment, end the Occupled Bastorn Territorics
end thus erercised a cerialn degree of direct influence on the agriculturoe
of thesge cmmtriana. |

The Reich Food Estate, and specifieslly tho administrative office
of the Reich Psarant Leeder, cooperatsd cleosely with the military and
civilian agencies in chorge of occupled Baatern territoriss, sspeclally
with the Birischaftnatab Ost (q.v.) and Roaenberé' 8 Zastern Ministry (q.v.);
they delegated officlals and supplied expurts to act as agricultursl

1. Iaschenbuech 1943, p. 53.
2. See CAD: Cermany, Basic Handbook, Part II, Administration.

3. o.g. Par Neus The, Frague, 15 December 1942; for further docunentation
see atudies of 2500 geries. ' B
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leaders operating and éon%mllfh.ng farns in the East., The Minfstry aleo
participated in the foundation of varions Feptern conpanies which were
given monopoliee in tradlng and produotion in the Eaaﬁlfe‘.g. s the
Zantralhandelsressllachaft Ost), and in the Releharesellechoft 8z
Jandbenirtachai tungs Grbl called "Ostland,” and later "Roicholand,®
ghich orgenized the settlement bty Gernany of Polish land in *che.

3
Incorporated territories in the East| and elso operated ferms in the
so-called ferbidden zone (that fa, wndsr strleter military supervision) '

in France ,3

h. Iha Bsleh Foreatry Office. Tuls offlce under Gﬁrﬁhg and hig
delegate Alpers, did not oparaie in occupivd countries ewespt in ths
incorporated territoriss, vhere 1t was responsible for all measures
involving forestry and forest exploitationd A Jisison zectdon of the
Reich Forestry Office, however, directed the gotivities of the Ceswan
euthoritien in the ocoupied couniriles in regerd to furesiny.

i, Mo Reich Ministey for Trangporisfion. The Minister, Dr. Ing
Dorpmiiller, was at the pamo time Ceneval Mensger of ths Reichabahn, The
Minisiry wes the chiaf ingtrument for organization and integration of
railroad facilities in all territorlea under Carman uonml Railroad limes
in incorpcrated torritories were taken over by the Reichobehn directly;
the railronds in the Protectorats were controlled tl*‘u:"ngh the offics of
the Reich Irotector; the railrceds in the Ceneral CGoversment were organized

by Reichsbekn officials as Osihaln, end the Gnersldirakiien dac Ostheln

1. Por detells see Ganpan X I‘i‘fm&;mmmt OELE. Syvopss Oatland. snd
1ha Ukreine (2500 geriss).
2. Sherschlssische Zeitung, 24 July 1943, and z'lxm}mmm_mmmg, 15 ey 1943,
3. See 0SS R&A No. 2500.3 ,ferpen Hilitery CGoverpment over Bucgpes Soonas
4. Thgcherbuch 1943, p. 9.
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in Krakow, a branch of the Genefal Govermment! 8 administration, was
considered to be under gupervision of the Reichabahn} the Reichebahn
delegated a plenipotentisyy to Copenhagen% but in the other weatern
countries German controls were exercised by the militery trangport
agencies (!Mﬂ&bﬂrﬂmmﬁmg, Jraneporikonmandantur, ete.)
attached to the territorial authority. The Reich Minigter for Trans-
portation was c;rdered -by Hitler* s decree of 23 October 1‘}423 to take
over for administration and disposition all movable and immovable
property of the USSR, its member states, corporationsg, and associations
as far as needed for ﬁis purpocges, to organize and operate the
railroads as "speclal property™ and hold all other aszete taken over
as trustee property. The personnel operating in the eastern occupiled
territoriss was placed directly under the Minister. The Minister
was ordered to cooperate ’cloaely with the Reich Minister for Occupied
Eastern Torritories, the Delegate four the Four Year Flan, and the Reichk
Minister of Fimance.

k. Te Reich Comisgloner for Ocean Shipping. This officlal,
Qﬂei%r Kaufmann, was on 5 July 1942 put 37 cherge of all shipping-
under German control, which included the ogssn Vessels of occupled

countries 4 He was directly responsible to Hitler, but was 1is ted

1 JIggchenbuch 191.3, p. 70,
. Mittelllingshlatt den Wi-R Ant/OKW 1942, p. 97.

2 Toid., p. 147. SECRET
YAlkizcher Poabaghter, 9 September 1942, and Sechenbuch

1943, P- 72.
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among the agencies under juriadiction of the Transportation Minisztry,
His delegates were stationed all over German Europe:
Delegate for Ocean Shipping for the occupied Norwegian Territories

" " w " 0noom " Dutch and Belglan Tervilories
1 ] " " n ! n " France
" n " n P Ostland

. ¥ German Shipping in the Black Sea
Delegate of the Reich Cm:nisaionar for Ocean Shipping for Mmoccupiad
French hrritoxy,l He cooperated with the Cerman Armigtice Commiselicn,
In eddition, shipping experte represented Kaufmamn in tha Ceyman
legations in Italy, Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Rumania, Bulguria, Bwkey,
Spain and Portugal. |
1. Ihe Raich Mipister for Armaments and Wer Froduneiion. This
Ministry participated sctively in ths mobilization of the induatzial
resources of cccupled territories. It was established on 17 ¥arch 1940 2
as the Reich Ministry for Weapons and Ammundtion. Its jurisdiction
covered only production of ammuniftion. Iis h;n'itorir extended aver the
Greater Cerman Reich, including the incorporated territories, the
Protectorate, and the Ceneral Coverument? Albert Speer wes eppointed
Minister in February 19423 he expended the Ministry's authorily and hig
om additional powers in many directioms:

1. ‘"Besondere Kirtschafisanordounpen® of Military Commander in Francs,
issue 49.
2. RGB1, 1940, I, 513.
3. Stuckart I, 165.
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1) Be organized Committees and Rings staffed by enginesrs
and managers, to control production of armement equirment and componente,
and extended thelr scope in 1943 from ammy equipmsnit to naval, end, in 1944,
to air force equipment, and agsumed control over production cornmittieces
directing the manufacture of civilian goods; .

. 11) 1Hs was appointed on 14 March 1942 to the new post of
Commissioner CGensral for Armement Tasks under the Four Year Plan, which
gave him the legal foundation for extending his suthoriiy over agenciss
and branches of war production previously be'ayand hia control., Attached
to Speer in his new position were, successively, several sections of
the Four Yeor Plan organiszation, especially the Motorization Branch and the
Central Office for Gensrators.

111) He incorporated in Mgy 1942 into his Ministry ths Armament

Department of the

stunegeant, topsther with its
impor tant regionel organization of Armement Inspectorates end Commands
(see 1ist below).l Te other branch of the Fi-Rii-Ant, the Mmmmm,
remained in the, OKW, but its functions were confiiied tc intsrnal economic

. matters of the military and explolitation of comrt._ri@s under German militery
adminiétration. Even these functions, however, wore progressively narroved '
by Speer' s field agencles, the Armament and Procurement Staffs, otc.2

iv) He established in 1942 his authority over the Rejchgstellszn
" (functional agencies under the Reich Ministry for Economics -~ q.v. ~ engsyed

in directing the digtribution of raw materisls and product's) ingofar as

1. Hitler decree of 7 Mgy 1942, quotafi in Mitteldlunsshlatt dep Wi-RO_Amb/
OKM, 1942, issue 10,

2. American Embasay, london, Report: "The Raich Hinistry of Arnaments
. and War Production,™ April 1945,
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their fimetions concerned armement production, and had his close collaboiaior,

Hang Kehrl, appointed head of the principal economie control depariment in
the Relch Ministry for Economics; in the f£all of 1942 » the whole departrent
wes {ransferred to the Armament Ministry. The decres of 2 Sgptember 1943 1
deprived Funk altogether of hie powers over production.

N v) Speer was authorized By GBping! decres of 16 Rovenbar 1942 2
to establish regionsl Arpament Commissions in which all reglomal agoncics
engaged in war production control were to be representsd; their work was
coordinated undexr leadership of the chairman, vho operatsd under Speer's
- orders,

vi) Speer was appointed in October 1942 a menber of the Cantral
Planning Board (originally feneral Council) under the Four Yess Plan, the
highest authority engaged in economic plamning; he established on 4 Septushap
1943 the Planning Office under Kehrl, stteched to the offlcs of the
Commissioner feneral for Armament Taaks » and thus centralizsd under hia
control the processing of all policy questiens of war economy planning,
The Planning Office was suppliad with necessary data by ths Ralchss? z;:,.
A and in turn 1ssued them orders regarding the distribution of raw naterialsa)
this planning and directing covered the Reich zs well as all cccupied
territories.l | ‘
| vil) ‘The Speer Mnistry' s name was changed by the deeres of
2 Ssptember 1943 % nto Minigtry for Armament and Wer Preduction, its

preeminence in the whole field of war production established, erd the

1. RGBL. 1943, I, 529. ' R ’ : .
2. RGB1. 194z, I, 649. ’

3. American Fubassy, London, ¢p. eit. p. 17, -

40 le- 1943' I, 5290 ’ » ’ - w
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Bﬂniétw for Economics and its subordinate offices degraded to the rank
of an executlve agency of the Speer Ministry. This was brought out by
a joint decree 1ssued by Speer and Funk on 29 October 1943.1
viii) Speer's decrees on simplification of the Ministry' & |
" organization, dated 12 and 15 Hovember 1944,2ehang\ed only the inner set-un,
not the euthority of the Minlgtry,
Minister Albert Speer after 1943 played 'the decislve role in plamning
and directlng Germen industrial production; his euthority cxtended also ,
i.nfo occupled territories. He used the Armament Ministy as an organige-
tional center but employed his positions as member of the Contral Plapnning
Board and as| Commissioner General for Armamant Taske (Qm&&&@!ﬁm&ktmﬁ: '
f£ir Mstupngassufeaten) in the Four Year Plan to assume and use the far-reaching
suthorities of the Delegato for the Four Plan in the fiold of indusiriel
control. The planning and formulation of propesals for integrated
industrial exploitation of occupiled territories was the duty of the Planning
Department in the ministry headed by Kshrl. Its supply end allocation
plans for industrial materials included data on production and consumpticn
in all occupied terrisories.
| Relich Marshall G3ring, by virtus of h;.a powers as Delegate for 'thev‘
Four Year Plan regarding the economy of the occupiod ea»:.‘i‘érn territories -
as given in the decree of 22 May 1942 %uthorized Spear e¢2 Commissioner
General for Armament Tesks to organize the production of wespons end

1. Quoted in Foreign Econcmic Administration, "Tha Reich Hinistry of
Armament and War Froduction (Speer Ministry)," February 1945.

2, Quoted in Forlegn Economic Administration, op. cit.

3. Mittellungsblatt des Wi-Ril Amt/OKW 1942, p. 83.

- ‘ SECHET
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ammund tion and the construction of Ipower plahts in thege terzitories, and,
specifically, to decide which plants should be used for this purposs and
to oxercise full anthority over them.

Speer’ ¢ authority as Camnlssloner General for Congtruction weae
extended by Fitler s decres of 18 August 19I3 into the Protectorate,
territories appended to the Creater Gsrman Releh, and occupied territorics;
the decree gave Speer "the same pcmeré of issuing directives to agencies
exerciging Reich authority, inclt;ding milltary commenders, as thoge hald
by the Delegate for the Four Year Flan.” He was clso given the right to
appoint delogates rseponsible to him. Theas aumorizs;tiona did not extend
into the ‘zone of operations,

In his capacity as Inspector General rospectively for Walsr and
Energy, and for Roade, responsible directly to Hitlerj Spcer' s authorlty
also extended into occupied territorles, In regard to waterways he iegu=d
directivea to the Regierung of the CGenersl Covermment, the Reich Protector
in Bohemia-Moravia, and the Releh Commizsloner in cccupied Dutch terri-
tories.3 By a decree of 9'June 1942{’ Ritlar gave hir guthority to direct
publie works in cccupied territories. Speer integrated most of hia
activities in the field of publie works, construction, ete. in occupied
countries in a more or less wmiform regional oxganlzetion, such aa the
Tochnical Control Office Dgtland, which engaged through locel agencies
in railroad, highwaj', weterway, and similar consiruction work with the

help of the Opgenigation Todt, also headed by Speer.

%. CIbid. p. 130.
« CAD llandbool: o 40 .
3. mmﬁmﬁﬁum 1942, p. 23.

€n
by
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Spesr as Reich Winister for We’aﬁons end Muniticn wes represented,
too, by delegates to the Cerman authority in the Nstheflands » Belgium,
Luremburg, France, the Protectcrate, and ti» General Govemment.l Tnage
delegates, it appears, were rocelled whem Speer took over the Armemend '
Department of the Wi-Ril Apt/OK¥ and its subordinated Armenent Inaspectorziss
end Conmands (Rflatungsinepektionen, Bfatunsekommapdos). The field agerstoe
in question contimued to be staffed with Army officers even under Speer.
They supervised in occupled territories inmdustrial produciticn for Ceoruan
account and exercised direct control of industrial plants engeaged in
armament productibn and the n&a!mfacmm of some Tinighed producta.2 ey
did not exercise any difect powers buﬁ used the territorial authorities as
an instrument of command. Jointly with these esuthorities they orgenised
the Central Order Uffices 3wh1ch coordinated Germen explolfation of weatorn
European industries. ‘ .

The Armament Department of the WMinistry was, for ﬁhe f:lfst for nmonths
after its transfer to Speer, headed by General Themes, and thean by Lt, Gen,
Wiger, who in January 1945 wae relieved by Theocdor Hupfauer.

The following et emmerates the Armanent Ingpectorates, Armamentd

in April 1942
Conmands, and War Economy Officers and Staffs which/acted as f£isld sgemcies

of the armemen® section of the Waelrwirtachefia- wnd Ristupgnapt in the ORIW,
and were taken over by Speer in accordance with Hitler" a decree of 7 Mgy 1942, -

1. ¥itteillungmblatt des Wi-Ril Amt/OKW 1942, p. 36.
2. Begondere Wirtschaftsapordmungen of Militsry Cominander me. iesue 49.
3. See above, page 61,
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Armement Inspectorate I Koeniga‘berg (Colonel Rusggemann)

Armaement Inspectorate II  Stettin (Admiral Packeross, Engineers)
Armament Command Schwerin

Armament Inspectorate III Berlin (Lit. Gen. Stieler v. Feydokampf)
Armament Command Eerlin I

" n Berlin II

» » Berlin IIX

" " Barlin IV

. " Potadam .
n

- Frankfurt a.d. Oder
Armament Inspectorate IV Dresden (Lt Gen, Friadans'burg, Lenduchy)
Armament Command Dresden

. " Chemnitz
. . Laipzig
s " Halle

L]

2 Reichenberg
Armament Inspectorate V Stuttgart (Col, Klett)
erament Command Stuttgart

" Ulm
" . Villingen
" " Strassburg

Armament Inspectorate VI Muenster (Col. Erdmann)
Armament Command Dortmund

n n Osnabrueck

. . Bielefeld

" n Kmln

" " Luedénacheld
. . Eggen

Armament Inspectorate VII Munich (Maj. Gen, Rossch, Landwehs)
Armament Command Munich
" Augsburg
Armament Inspectorate \'III Brealau (Lt. Gen. Leykaut)
Armament Command Liegnitz
L Kattowltz
lrmmant Ingpectorate IX Kassel (Maj. Cen. Hillex't Fnglneer)
Armament Command Kassel
. Frankfurt o.M,
. (dessen
. Eigenach
" . Weimar
Armament Inspectorate X Hamburg (Vice Admiral Aneker)
.lrmammt Command Hamburg I
N Hamburg II
" *  Bremen
‘ . . Kiel
Armament Inepectorate XI Hannover (Adm. Stieringer, Enginesr)
Armmnent Cormand Harmover

n Mg pdeburg
od . Dessau
" . Braunschweig
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Armament Inspectorate XII Wiesbadon (Lt. Gen. lohmann)
Armament Command Marmheim
n

" Koblenz
n " Sasrbriicken (Field Office luxemburg)
n u Motz

Armament Inspectorate X1JI Muernberg (Col. Freiherr v. Qrellsheim, Land-ahn)
Armament Command MNusrnberg '

i ! Vuerzburg
. " Koburg
" " Karlgbad

Armament Inspectorate XVII Vienna (Lt Gen. v. Gautier, landwebr)
Armanment Command Vienna '
" w Moedling
] n Id_nz
Armament Inapectorate XVIII  Salzburg (Col. Bscke)
Armament Command Gras
B " Innsbruck
. " Klagenfurt
Armament Inspectorate XX Zoppot (Adm. Steehler)
Armament Ingpectorate XXI  Idtzmannstedt (Col. Lebranft)
Armanent Comnand 14 tzmennatadl .
Armament Inspectorate Prague (Maj, CGen. Schuetze, Lepdwehr)
Armament Conmand Frague
n n Bl'uem
Armarent Inspectorate in the Government General (Lt. Gen. Schindler)
Armament Command Cracow
Warsaw (Field Office Radom)
Lemberg (Lwow) !
Armanent Inspectorate Ostland (Maj, CGen. Jansgen)
Armament Command Rigs
n

" Kauen
a " Mingk
" " Reval

Arnmament Inspectorate Ukraine
Armament Command Schepetovka
" "  Kiev
" " Dniepropetrovsk

War Economy Steff Denmark ~ Copenhagen (Captain Dy, Forstnann, Havael)
War Economy Staff Norway (Lt. Gen.: wintze‘.-?
Economic officers (W0) at

Bergen .

Trondhein

Bromsoe

Oplo

Eristiansund

Stavanger

I411ehammex

Kirkenes

Narvik SECRET
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Armanent Inspectorate the Netherlands, Baern (Adu. Reimer) -
fleld offices ~ Rotterdam and Amsterdam
Armament Inspection Belgium - Brussels (Yaj. Gen. Franssen, }ﬁnﬂmﬁh};}
Amament Command Bruszsels
. Charleroi
[} n I‘ai
n " Lille with field office

War Economy and Armament Staff (Wi Bfl) Franco, Paris (Lt. Gen. Berckhaugon)

y -

‘The War Economy and Armament Staff conprisess
Armament Inspectorate A (Paris aud North Western France)
at Parls (Mej. Gen. Rundt. v, Collenberg, Igndwelr)
Amnanent Comend Paris I
(1]

Pards 11 -
. " Rouwen )
LA % Orleans

and field offices :
Arnement Inspectorate B (Scuth West Franca) at Anlens
(Naval Captain Henrici)
ﬁrmamant Commend Bordeaus
i n e Hans
L ," : " Niort
» » Vannes with fleld ofCice
Armament Inspectorate € (South Fast Frases) at Dijon
(Col. Count v. Vitztum and Bekstadt)
Amament Commmend Besanzon
_ ¥ HNancy
." . " Revers
‘ and field offices

War Economy Staff South Esat
Semlin near Bedgrad (Col. Braumueller, Tagg;rm_g}ﬂ o)
The German HWar Fconomy ofi'icers
at Saloniki
Agram
Sofia
Rumania
‘ others
in Slovekia at Pressburg
in Italy
. in Sweden ' .
in Trangnistria at Odesea
in Finlaud
4n ligbon
Ihe Germen Industriel Commission at Besm

Sourcess ﬂi&&nilungshlaﬁsgdﬁa,ﬂﬁhrnixjaghafta;nnd_uuﬂﬂiungﬁﬁmsﬁa_mn__JliJi,
Year 7, No. 7, April 18, 19.2,

. No. 9, May 10, 1942.
No. 6, Mareh 25, 19/2.

)

SECRET
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At later dates, various changes took plsce in thls organization, such
as the esteblishment of a Dentschea Peecheffungsant Frenkraioh (Cerman
Procurement Office Frence)lon 1 August 1942, as the seat of the Chief of
the Armament Staff France; lator, the Procurement Offics ond Armament
Steff were merged into the Risbmgs- wnd Begchaffuncesish Frapkreich
(Armament and Procurement Steff France) which acted as the central post
for the Armament Inspectorates and Commands in F‘rance.z

In accordance with Hitler's order of 13 September 191.33 Speer

_appointed General Leyers as his Goneral Commissioner for Italy; Loyers
and his staff orgenized the evacuation of Italian industriel plant
and material. .
’ Speer set up as well a mumber of ;301"90;'&'610128 to act officlally
or uncfficially as agents of the Armanent Minlstry in Cermauy and forelgns

countries: S ' . '

(1) e Rohotoffhandelsgesellachalt mkll (abbrev. ROGES), This veo
engaged in the purchasing énd transfer of rov materdals and ﬁlacﬁinery from
occupied countries to Germany. It worked elosely with military requisition-
ing unite (Feldwirtschaftskoumande, soe belom) end purchased from the ORA
the requisitioned materiaj .4

. L
-~

(2) lhe nominally independent Fimetex corporation. It operated
in the black market in France and Belglum and smuggled gooda from neutral

cmmh'iea.5 . )
For the role of Speer’ s Committees and Rings in the exploitation

of occhp:lad territoriee see Section JII B, 3, e,

1. Mitteilungsblatt des Wi-Ril Amt/OXW 1942, p. 114.

2, lilitary Intelligence Research Service, report #176.

3. Intelligence Report D-85, AFHQ, G-2; 0SS CID 82637,

4. 0SS CID 127324, Econonic Warfare Diviaion Beport.

5. Ibid. _ ' SECRET
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m. The Foralgn Office. Under Bidbentrop, the Foreigm

- Office served as an instrument of econcmic exploitation of the satellite
states (Slovakia, Croatia, Oreece), of Cerramy's allies (Italy, Rumania,
Bulgaria) end ‘of occupisd Demmark, where Germen controls were axercised

- and economic claims presented to the native éovazmenta through

diplmatig: channela., The Foreipn Office further perticipatad in naaén’ciaw
tions over foreign trade and payments, prepsring German sconomic peretration
into and firancial exploitation of other covutries. Its fore:i.gﬁ repreacnia~
‘tives cooperated clogely with the organizaticﬁs of the Nazi Party and the
Germen Chambere of Commerce abroad. The Foreign Office also rapresénﬁe&
the intereste of the Protectorate' s and the CGsneral Govérnmcznt“ 8 cltizena
in foreign countries, Ribbentrop personally claimed authority to seis

. art treasures in occupled cnuntriesland tixe Germen Embassy in France

confiascated various art treasures.2

1. See Giring s letter of 21 November 1940 in "Collection of Documents
' Pertaining to Confiscation of Furopean Art Tressurcs” (G-5 Seventh

Army, 19 Hay 1945.)
2. See documents sent to G-5 Seventh Army fron VWU #5, SAIC, item 41.

SECRET
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2, Mlitary and Party Avthoritles

8. OKi -~ Econonic Branch. lilitary adminiatration of

occupied territories was directed from the Supreme Command of Armed
Forcea (OKW), although the administirative authorities were in all
cases army authorities, with the Navy end the Alr Force represented
only through lisison officers.. In the ORW en administrative and an
economic branch were in charge of occupied territories.

§ The adnministrative branch was called Administ:rative Section of

the irmed Forces (Amtsgrupps Wehrmechtsvermsltung) with the folleowing

divisions engaged in organizing the administrativo work of the tactical
and civil affairs units and other military apgenciess

Adninistration of occupied territories (Verwaltungsfragen
ogsefztor Gebiote)

Transportetion (Verkehrawosen)

Supply and Food (Verpfiegungs-und Erpshrungswirtschaft)

Curronoy Supply (Geldversorgung)

Accounting and Auditing (Kassen- und Rechnungawescn)

ii. The economic branch organized the econcnmic exploitation of
territorios under militery r:le, This Lranch wes robrganiaad sevoral

times, losing gradually a large part of its responsidilities fespecially
. : /
control of armament menufecturing) to the Reich Ministry for Armements
' I

snd Viar Production. These reorganizations were reflected in changes of

its name:

SECRET
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Until 1942: vlar Econory and Armament Office (‘ehywirtachafta-
und Rilstungsamt) : -

1942;1944: Viar Econony Office or Staff (Wehrwirtscheftsemt or
Stad : ¥ : ) '

1944-1945: Office for Viar Econany in the Field (Feldwirtschaftetut)

In the first phase the econonic branch had the following functionss

1. Supervision of armament production in ths Reich and in ocouplsd
territories \

2. Organisation of econanic administration of occupled territoriza,.
3o Organisation of salvsge of economic assets in occupied territorisa

4. Organisation of "scorched earth" measures and svacuation of
atocks and other assets from cccupied territories.

In 1942 the functions under (1) were talen over by the Kinistry
for AMents and VWar Production. The functiona of (2) were exercised

through a Econonic Staff West (Wirtschuftssted Vest) and a Loconomic

Staff Bast (Wirtschaftsstab Ost) which dirscted the nilitary suthoritiss

in charge of various territoriea.. They ended when the Germans in 1944
© lost nost of their oconquestajet the same time, 'bha. functions under (4)
becane nore and riore inportant. N
The saope of the functions of the }_:i—}_tﬁ Orgenization ia' outlinad
in an ordinance which contains a list of agenciea reporting 4o ital .
Linison officers with the Reich Marshsl, the okAirst (Hilitary
Commnnd stgff, the OKII/Genora.l Quartermnster, and the ACK;

Economiec Staff Eest

1. Mitteilungsblatt des Wi-Ri Amt/OKN, 25 karch 1942.

SECHET
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Reiohub&mk snd Reich Linlstry of Economics

German Armistice Camilasion e e

German Armistice Commission Eoonomle Delegation

Economic Offlcer in Transnistria j L i -

War Econony Replacement Inspsctorate _

Viar Economy Staffs in Demmarl, Norway and the Southeaa€

Armement Control Inspeotorate Bourges (Franbe)

German Industrial Camwiission Switzerland

War Lconomy Officers im Finland, Sweden, Slovakia, stc.

Armament Ixmpectoratpa and Cormiands in the Reich and in occupisd
tarr‘itories

Hilitary Reprosontative at the Camissicner for 0il Questions in
the Southeast, Buchareat (under the Delepate for the Four
Year Plan).

Before its reorganization in 1942, the War Economy and Armament

O0ffice, headed by General Thomas, consisted of three sectiona =- for war

econony, armament econamy, and raw materials, reapectively = in addition

to which there was a staff and subordinated agahcies (apart from the |

field offices) handling ninerel oil, tires, rew materials, expert *

personnel problems, contracts and prices, and price control, as well aa

e General Inspoctor for Collection of Raw Metorisls (General Witting)
and a Delegate for Collsction of Screp and Used katerials im Ocoupisd
Territoriew (Major Schu) .t

l. Also listed as Delepgate subordhmtod to the Delegato for the Four
Year Plan (q.v.). .
SECIET
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——— et s

When the Armement Office end its subordinste Armement Tnapeotorei::

and Canmands were taken over by Speer, the War Econcmy Office in the OV
was represented in the occupied territories through ¥ar Economy Officers
or War Econamy Sections attached to the Armament field offices. In
France, a ilar Economy Staff was set up, with three Vier Economy Inspec-
torates.l These officers and agencies evidently served only for
lisison and inforretion purposea; there is no evidenca of any control
actlvities. Econamic controls wers handled by the economic branches of
the territorial authority, that iz, the milirary commander insofar as
there was military administration, with the erception of the ocoupied
Eastern territories, where the Economic Inspectorates (MM-

inspektionen) operated under direct orders of the Wer BEconomy Staff in

Berlin, & bransch of the omoz

b. MNilitary Administration authoritiea. In the zone of

operations, all powers wore in the hands of the military, and the

Supreme Commander of the Army (VYberbefehlshaber des Heeres) was
authorized by virtue of his executive powers to issue decroes necessary
for the organization and administration of occupied 'berritory.s

Administrative tasks were handled by a special staff of the

tactical commander called Military Administration (Egaraavamlttmg_) .

Its scope was obviously very ruch restricted. Its activitles in the

20 For details, ses below.
3o Alhert Weh, Das Recht des Generalgouvernements, p. A0,

SECRET
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eoonomic field consisted chiefly in the organization of ermy trans-
portation and the securing of local supplies for a8y needs. Tﬁo
latter functions were in the hands of special units desoribed below.
Oocupled territories under military govermment after the active
éampaign had been concluded weire organired in accordance with decreos
issued by Hitler in administration arsas under a Military Cormander

-(llilitarbe'?ehlshe,ber) » In Western Europe the Military Cormsnders -

operated in economic matters chiefly throvugh local agencies which the
Gorman organization directed and controlled -- basically a method of - oo
indirect control. In Southeastern Europe the Carmen rnilitary adninig-
tration toék over for direct handling & much larger part of economio
Jurisdiction tut kept up the mppearance of cooperauting with the native
administration. In occupied Russia, all econcmic natters were handled
directly by the military.

The German army employed o:ticers, soldiers, 8S-officers sng men,

uﬁy civil servants (Wehrmachtbeamte) and civilians without thims

special status (Sonderfihrer) im the administration of cccupled

territorles. The higher civilian employees were called Kriogsvor-

waltungsrat and Kriegaverwaltungsbesnte; they were selocted from among,

the officials of the Germen civil service, businessmen, end enployoes

of business organirations, chambers, and enterprises.

SECRET
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co Special technical urit:é. A special organization was built up

in the German army to secur: and remove captured enemy property.
Originally these units seem Vo have basen called army coilection squads

(Wehrmachterfassungakomrendo , and the technical baitalicns (Technieche.

Ba.ttalio_q) headed by army swicialists were called economic leaders

(Armeewirtschaftafiihrer) . Liter (after 19427) the units were called

Finsld Eoonamic Commands (};uldwirtachaf‘takmndo) keaded by & Feld-

wirtschaftsoffizier, and nis euperior, the Hiherer Feldwirtachafts-

offizier who was attachel te an army group.

The army colleot%ic: squads were either agricultural or
agricultural-technical units which operated in the country, while the
techniocal battalions opernted in towns. Their duties were to put into

- operation all industrial and trensport instellations required by ths
Arny. They further secured locul supplies for the army, and sslvaged
v

raw naterials, machines, and othsr equivment. The chlefs of the

agriocultural units were called arricultural leaders (Landwirtschafte-

fihrar); they organized in Rusaie the cultivaticn of lend in the
territory under control of their jarticular army unit and enabled the
German soldier to live off the lard,

The duties of the Field Ecoromic Coomands ware doacribved as
recornnoitering the area close bohind the front for captured war and '
indugtrial materials, machinery, imd factories, and for the collsction of
such material and its transporteiion to tho rsar. Their units were
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motorized, except when the front was stationary, when they were set

up at rore or less psrmanent locationa and opsrated under orders of

the Armament Inspecforate, the regional agency of the Minlstry for
-Amanents and lar Production.l Otherwise, their supesrior agency wms
the Viar Econamy Office and later the Office for Vier Econcmy in the

" Field, in the OKil. These organizations were responsible for most of the
illegal teking of booty end confiscation in Germen occupisd territories,
inoiuding the torritories of ita allles.

In case of retreat the same unite were in chargs of evacuetion of
| stocks, machinery, and other assats and the destruction of inetellaticns
and goods which could not be evacuated. They wore, in short, responsible
for execution of the scorched earth policy.

Until 1942, ths OKW controlled also the Armament Cczmands

(Riistungskarmandos) which in oceupled territoriss took a census of

industrial capacity, seoured stocke of rew materiasls, end transferred
machinery to Germany. These functions were evidently taken over by the
Zeonamic Fleld Commands, when the Armament Commends bscans fleld aganclos '
of the liinigtry for Armaments and Var Production.

~do "Einsatsatab Rosenbverg".2 A spooial staff attached to Alfred

Rogenberg as Reichsleiter of the Pai“by'a national office for ideology and

indoctrination was given authority by Hitler's decree of 17 Soptembor_l%os

1. 0SS {} A=56033. Contains also nanes of officials active in Italy

" 2, For details, see appendix to R & A No. 3152"Herman Goring sa a Viar
Crimi!ml" ° )

3., ™"Collection of German Lettsrs and Documents Pertaining to Confiscaticn
of European Art Treasures," G=5 Seventh Army, 19 Msy 1945,
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to confiscete Buropean art treazsurss, espooially Jewiel.-cmaed art.

The decrge was addressed to‘j ths OKN, the Relch liinistry for Esstern
Occupied Territories, the Reich Carmilssionsrs for occupled Norwegian
and Dutch territoriea, snd the Chiefs of Civil Adminietretion in Alaaca,
Lorrsine, and Luxembourg. In implemsntation of the decres orders wers
issued by the Military Commander of France authorizing the “Binestzated
Rosenbarg"” to enter housss and coammit other acts necessary for the

achievemant of its objectives. ' - .. .o

30 Organizations of Cerman Business

-~ Under the Nazis German industrial and coaumercial firms were
orpanized, or particlipsted, in four types of associstions, first, the
corporative organization of Gernman business; second, veluntery and
canpulsory car{;els; third, Speer's Committees end rinss; and fourth,
German Chamlers of Commerce Abroad. Each of thess bodies pleyed an
important part in the Nazi crgenization of economic contruls at home
and in occupied ocountries, and served ag an Jnstiwrent for efficient
- exploitation of the latter, o S

Ao Groups and Chambers. The corpcrative orgenization of German

business firms was under controi of ths Reich Ministry for Lconcmios.

At its peak was tho Reich Economic Chmnl:er(Raic}ﬂ;rtsq}‘ﬁg't&mggl)c

headed by Pistzsch and later Lindemann. It gerved ee an advisory body
to the Ministry 1 and participated in ths plannirg snd formulaetion of

v

1. Die Grrenimsiion der Cewerblichan Hirtacheft, 1942 (HIRS ‘dos, # 127,
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Cerman econamic policies; its constituent organizationg ssrved as
exeoutlve agenciee for government controls in the economic field.

All German enterprises (outside of t'ra.nsportai;i‘on and agriculture,

which were organized separately) belonged to one of seven Reich Groups

(Reichagruppen) established respeoctively for induatry, trads, banking,_,.

insurance, power, tourist treds, and handicrafts, end to the btasio

organizational units called Economic Groups (Wirtschaftagruppe), which
wore further subdivided into Trade Groups (Fechgruppe).
All enterprises operating in the territory of a Geau belonzed to ths

13au Economic Chamber (Geauwirtschaftsloummer), which served as a regional

control agency. The Geu Esononic Chambers and their predscessors, the

Econonic Chambers (Wirtachaftakermrwer) and the Chambers for Industry omd

Camerce {Industrie- und Handelslwmer), played an important part in the

reorganizatlon of buasinesa and spocifically thes Aryanlzation of Jewish '

: enterpriaeﬁ in territorles incorporated into the Reich. In their funciion

as regional oontrol agencies they exercised mmsrous govermmental
authorities and were therefore reaponsible for i"mplemantat'ion of g;qverm;ﬁnt
direotives in incorporated territories; the Econamlc and deg' Groups, of
oourse, also exercized control over entsrprises in such ‘territorics.

The Gau Bconomic Chambers did not extend thelr activitios into
occupied non-incorporated territories, but acme of tham hslped to

pramote penetretion by Gon:mn business. Thus in }942 the Hamburg
Chamber of Industry end Trads set up en Office for Fastern Questicus in

order to represent the intereste of Hamburg enterprisss with the
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administrative agonciens campetent for the occupied Erst and to direct
the snergles of Hamburg firms formerly oriented ovarseas. to ths new .
colonial region.

The Economic and Trade Groups played a more important role in tha
exploitation of occupied torritorlieso They participated in the placing ‘
of Geman orders in western countries,) they assicted their mémber féu*zr;‘«z
in finding sultable partners for the faming out of sub-contrects, with .
the help of field offices in France and other cbmmtri.;ss o e"ccaz In the
East, the Groups participate@ in ths organizéti.on of monopolistic entor-
prises which served as instrurents of goverrment control and exploitaticu
in upecifié ‘business flelds -~ as, for example:

The Reich Group Trade, co-founder of the Zentralhandslegessll-

schaf't Ogt, which had a monopoly of trading in cgricultural producte and

machlnery, seeds, etc. ‘

The Economic Groups for the Taxtile Industry, Clothing Induastry,.
Pulp and Paper, and Wholesale and Foreign Treds, co~founders of the Ost-
Fager GmbH, the monopoly for flax, linen, and ssgsociated production and

distribution.

The Econonie Groups for Mining, Foundries, and Wholesale and

Foréign Trede, which participated in the foundation of the Berg- und Batton

work GmbH, the monopoly for mining and foundry prodqc’ciona

.

The Econonic Group Leather Industry, co-founder of the Oatachuh

Cobl (shoe industry).

l. EKommentar zur VWirtschaftsgesetzgebung, part IV, sasctiom: “Aultrags-
veriagerung" .

2, Deutsche Allgemeine Zeituny of 6 Jenuary 1943 lists ten Economic
Groups that were repressnfed in France through delepates.
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The Trade Group Peal Industry, which foundsd the Ukrains Torf

GriblTt
Most Economic end Treds Groups set up so-called Eastern

Comnittees(Ostausschilese) to centralize activities im conmection with

exploita.tién of the occupied East, Leading industrialisis functioned ac
their heads. Among the responaibilities of the Lastern Committeas wes
also the selection of parent firms, that is, German firms which opsrated
plants in the Enst on behalf and on account of the Reich, with the pronisa
of future capital participation.

The Economic Groups also appointed delegatea to Reich agencies
engaged in organizing the exploitation of occupied territorios to sssist
them in their task, e.g., the Econonic Group Motor Vehicles gent a
repres :ntative to the staff of Cenersl Kihn, Commissionsr for lotor
Transportation,who operated the Kharkhov motor plants under orders of the
Delegate for the Four Year Plan,

The Reich Group Handiorafts end itas rogional Hendicraft Chembers
(later, sections of the Gau Econanic Chambers) wors in charge of selecticn
of German master craftamen for settlement in the occupied Hastern territories,

The Reich Group Banking was represented through its leader (Otto Ch.
Fiascher, later Kurt v. Schrider) on the board of direciora of the Reichs

kreditlassen, the German military banks which lasued occupation currsnoy

and servod as an instrument of finanoial exploitation (smee section IIX, B, le) o

lo R & A report Noo. 2500.,8s “German Kilitary Government over Europe:
Ostlyird and the Ukrsl ne®,
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b, Cartels. The German cartels also were under the juris-
diction of the Reioch Linistry for Economics, but after 1843, as far
as production controls wore concerned, they oporafad under orders of ths
Linister for Armaments. Although their importance wﬁs somewhat reducsd
dnring the war, the cartels continued in some branches to exérbis@
~ dmportant control functions under Goverrment orders. They also sarved
as instruments of Gerrman control and exploltation in occupicd countriss.
This referred particularly to the Haéi super~cartels, the socalled

Reichsvereinigungen and Gemoinéchaftena which, aa orgenizational end

control centers of specific industries, extendad their indirect and in
some cases even thelr direct activities into occ?pied territories,
controlling production and distribution of productg in their specific
trade,

The Reichsvereiniguns Elsen opsretad in lortheestern Frances, ths

Protectorate of Bohemia end lioravis, snd the Gensral Goverrmsnt.

The Roichsvereinigung, Kohle participated through its hoed, Paul

Pleiger, in exploitation of Russian nin:s and foundries (Pleiger was

managing diroctor of the Berg- und Hittem-erk GmbH).

The LSGE cartel (Eison- und Stahlwerks-Gemeinachaft) operated in

the Protectorate.:

The Cemeinschaft Schuh¢e and the Gemsinechaft Glas extendsd thsir

activities into the Protectorate's shce and glas industrics, respectivaly.

e . The Arbeitsgamoinachaft,far Tagrerzsugnicse, Bochum (tar produsts

cartel) acted aeg German purchasing agent in France.

1. 0SS CID {f 106910 - SECRET
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The organizations of the (erman auto industry supsrvised exploi-
tation of the Irench auto industry.l

3% Camittees and Rings, Speer’s Y4«in and Special Committecs

(Ausschiisse) and Rings (Ringe), staffed by industrialists and engincera

of the leading enterprises, organized production of armament materialsa

and camponents under ordera of the Reich Ministiry for Armsment and Viar
Production. Their activities extunded into cccupivd countriss insofar as thers
were firms engaged in productlion of such materials on German account,.

Fleld agents of Speer's Comnittees and Ringas operated as well in all T
incorporated territorios, in the Protectorate and the General Govermment, '
and in Frence and other occupled countries with important industriel
facilities. In France these delegates were often called "Linderbeauf-
_'b_rg_g;t_g_u“ For exanple, the Cormitice Electrioal I:nstallationa ‘

(attached administratively to the office of the Economic Group Electro- )
ix;duatry) handled matters pertaining to occupled countrioz and waa

represented through regional car:issioners in each Armament Commission

(set up for the economic distric® of the. Reich) and in the Protectorate,

the General Govermment, the Netherlands, Belgium, and I'rence® 'l‘he‘

lain Comnittes liotor Vehicles set up & "Yerlarerunescsmneivachaft”

(association for subcontracting of orders) in Faris; this agency was |

formed by reorpganization of an affilixte of the Adlerwerke the leading .
autamotive firm in Germany which indicates the closs integpation of big

business firms and semi-offioial lusiness organizations.3

1. 0SS CID # 4584.
2. 0SS CID §f 128506, : o .
3. 0SS CID { 3813, SECRET
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do Chamberg of Cammerce in occupisd countrien., GCerman Chermbars

of Cammerce Abroad (Deutsche liandelslearmern im Auasland) were organizad

under t.ho Reich Econonic Chamber and the Reich Linistry for Econonice
but did not form part of the corporative orgenization of Cerran buainess.
Their menmters wore Gemmen firms operating abrosd through affilistes or
sales apgents. After invading a country the Germana would reorganize
their chamler of commerce there and émploy it in their organizetion of

" controls and oxploitation of native business. The German Chanmber of
Comerce in the Hetherlands, for example described its sctivities in
1942 es rollma:]‘ “lose and confidential cooperstion ﬁetwaen t.ha Chambey
and the German military and civilian in the Netherlands dsveloped in
connoction with the war economic functions entrusted to the Chamler.

The Chember assiated in the selection of trustece for Jewish enterpriscs
among;, Dutch end German candidates residing in the Netherlands. It
cooperated in the acquisition of Jewiah textile firma by Germsn buyers.
A working committee of the Cerman clothing industry was formed under
leadership of the Chamler to orgmize the placing of German army con-
tracta in the Netherlands. The Chamber slsc was requested to advise

the authorities in connection with requests for licenses to purchass
Dutch products by German firms. Upon request of the Reich Ministry for
LEconomics and the Relch lMiniatry for Occupied FAstern Territories the
Chamber actively onraged in recrulting economic specialista for the

occupied Easto

1. Deutsche Bergwerkszeltung, 4 June 1947,
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German chambers of' commerce operated in the following occupied

or controlled countries:

Nane

Germen Cham. er of Cammsrce for the
Netherlands

Liaison Office France of the Organ-
ivation of German Eoonamy (Verbindungs-
stelle Frankreich der Orgenisation der
Peutschen Virtschait)

" Germen Chamber of Camerce in Demmark

Genmn—lhmg;aria.r; Chamber of Cormerce
Gorman Chanier of Connerce in Delgium
German Chamber of Cammerce in Norway
Rumanlan-German Chamber of Coamerce

German-Greek Chamber of Coomaerce

German-Bulgarien Chamber of Comnerce
Germen Chanmber of Commerce in Italy

German Chamber of Commerce in Croatia

German-Slovak Trade Office
(Reutsch-Slovakische Iandelnkauzlel)

SECKLT |

Leading Peraommel

Dir. A, Fleachs, Dr. Herbig

Oskar Hofmann, Dr., Ho Kuntze

Grosserer H. Danielsen, Kurt
D, Buck

kEndre LKscser, H. Rolf Fritzechs
Edgar Grundlech, Dr. Claselor
Dro- Pilling, Brinckmann

C. Cagassovici, A.A. Konradi
Dre Vi, Hess,; A, laocorils

Re v. Brandenszteln,
Dr. Komtachewsky

Dr. Viebsr (I.G.Farben)
Harbeok (“riplex)

Vioymann
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'C¢. Territorisl Authorities

- 1., JXncorporated Territorieg. The various‘territories Incorporated
into the Relch or prepared for incorporation aftor the warl were in
economic matters subjected to the jurisdiction of the seme agencies
ag the Reich proper.? During the<period bétﬁeen ocenpation and full
incorporation some of them were adminiatered by specisl commissioners;
in the territories not legally incorporated the Reich commissicners
acted as the highest reglonal authoriﬁy until liberation by Allied
armies, |

The Reich Ministry of the Interior (q.v.) was charged with co=
ordination of the administration in these tetritories, while economic
measures émangted from the Delegate for the Four Year Plan and the
Reich Ministries in charge of economic affairs. Responsibility
for 1llegel acts in the economic spheve cormittsd /in these areas/
is therefors shared by the Supreme Reich agencles; by the cormissioners
acting as intermediary authorities; and by the territcrial sgencies
of the Reich insofar as they assumed‘authority there,

The fbllowing territorial authorities were appeinted in areas eventuslly
incorporated into the Reichs : ' - ‘"%if R

Josef Birckel, Reich Commissar for Auatria until 14 April 1939

Konrad Henlein, Reich Commigsar for Sudetenland until 25 Hareh 1939
The incorporation of Danzlg, of the incorporated Fastern (Polish) terri-
tories, and of Eupen,. Malmedy, and Moresnét was not preceded by a period

under a special commissioncr. These territoriss beceme at once (some

)

1, For a detalled dascription of the incorporation measures see 0SS rentxi,

R&A No. 3114.5, The Illepsl Annexation of Territory by Nazi Germanv.

22, See, for example, description of Nazi economic eontrols in Austria
in 0SS R&A Report No 2905: 'De-Hazification of Austria,”




after a short perled under military edministration) paris of the Reich wad
were administered by regular Reich authorities,

The following terrltorial authoritles acted in areas prepared for
incorporation into the Reileh after the wars

Robert wWagnsr, Chief of Civil Administration of Alsace

J osef Blirckel, Chief of Civil Adminigtration of Lorrains

Gustav Simon, Chief of Civil Administration of Luxembourg

Siggfried Ulberreither, Chief of Civil Adninistratlon of Lower Siyris=

Dr. Friedrich Rainer, Chief of Civil Administration in the cecupled
territories of Carinthia and Carniola

Erich Koch, Chief of Civil Administration of Bialystok
Frang Hofer, liigh Commissioner of Alpenvorlsnd (Ciselpine Territory)

Friedrich Rainer, High Commissioner of Adriatischep Kﬂgtenlang
(Adriatic Littoral)

2. Appended Territorieg.

a. The Protectorate of Bohemin and llcravia. The Protector, von
Neurath, later Wilhelm Frick, was the delegate of the Reich Government.t

His permenent deputy, who was vested with the actual powers of
government functions, was the Secretary of State, Karl Hermann Fronk,
On 20 Auguast 1943 the actual situation was legalized by the creation of
the German Minisiry of State, which headed an administrative sotup
controlling and directing all econcilc 1ifc in the Protedlorate cxecplt

matters under the direct jurisdietion of Reich agencies (e.g., the Armament
1. Decree of 16 March 1939, RGBL. I, 485.
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Ministryl and its ragional ageneies, the Armament Tnspectorate, the
Arpament Commands in Prégue and Brunn, and the field reprsgentatives of
the Main Committees and Rings) and Reich organizationz (e.g., the super~

cartels (gmeingchaft Schuhe, Gamelnschaft Glas)., The functions retained

by the Reiech Protector had ouly nominal eharacﬁer.z As 2 m™mle, the
Reich suthorities did not iesu> decrses directly spplieable in the
Protectorats, but the Hinister of State prepared vregulationg in

ascordance with directives recslved from the Reile 53

b, The General Goverment. The General CGovernor was the sdninizlra-

tive head of ‘that part of Poland organized as the Generel Government.
The #inisterial Council for defense of the Reich zn?! the Delegate for
the Four Year Plan were authorized to legislate directly for the terri-
. tory of the General Government, but as a rule confineq themaelves 1o
issuing directives to the General Governor who implemented then by
decrees and adninistrative measures of his own within his territory.
Similar lirectives were also igssued by ths Reilch Ministries in their
respsotive spheres ~ e.g., by the Ministry of Einance in regard to ths -
budget of the Ceneral Goverrment.”? | ‘ I o
The Ministerial Council for the Défénsa of the Rslch issued oniy
very few decrees applicable to the General Government and the matters

handled therein were of little importence (a.g. social insurance of Gerwen

1. Decrae of 2 Septembor 1943, ROBL, I, 529,
2., See U35 WA Heport No, 2,00 : "The Protestorate of. Bohemia-Moravia,"
3. Deutache Volkswirtacheft, 1 November 1944.

piees =

4. Dbecras of 12 Osteber 1939, RGBL. i, 2077,
5. Stuckert IX; p. 112,
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employees in the General Go{remment, decree of 17 .‘Juns 1940 1), Ameng
t1e decrees issued by the Delegate for the Four Year Plan the most
important was the decree of 1 Novembsr 19392, which establishad the RLaupt-
treuhandstelle Ost as central administrative egency for proparty _
.selzed in Poland. ' |

The jurisdiction of the Reich Minister for Armaments and War
Production also extended into the Generel Governmen‘i:OB. Az its reglonal
agénciea served the Armement Inspectorate in Krakow and the Armament
Commands in Krakov, Weraaw and Lwow, as well es the Technlecal Cffice
ab Krakow which supervised public construction work in the General
Government,

The General Governor acted as dejuty of the Delegate for the Fou?
Year Plan in matters of economic exploitation of the General Goverrment?:

The General Governor was heud of the central suthority called
Regierung deg Gene g.;gouvemezrentg vhich coasisted of varfous functional
div1s:|.onso) Economice matters were handled both by the central authority
and by the reglonal agencies, the heads of which, c¢alled district chiefs,
were, however, not subject to orders of the divisions in the central
office but only to orders of the General Governor,

Expropriation of Polish and Jewish property in the Genersl Governumert
was a matter of Jurladiction of the district chiefs who acted in

agreement with the central authoritiesef’ Polish state property was

1, Weh, gp.cit., 'A; p. 215.

2., Deutgcher Reighganzeiioy und P;edgsmu;er Stanteunzeiger, No. 260, i939.
3. Decree of 20 March 1940 referred to in Stuckart I, 1650 A

4o Ueh. loc. eit., vn. A 100, E 100.,

5. See Tagchenbuch fur Verwaltuw amte, 1943, page 174 £f,

6. Soo ocotion 4L 4 for lopnl roferemes.
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taken over by the General Government. To administer and liquidate
such property. the Germans set up a special agency the Trustee Agency

Divigion (Abteilung Treuhandstelle) which operated through field agencies

all over the country.l Originally, the Trustee Agency was a branch of

the Haupttreuhandstelle Ost under the Delegate for the Four Year Plan,

A Corpofution for Liquidation of Trustee Property (Treuhmdvamertwﬁ‘
CmbH) disposed of some confiscated property by way of sele or lease.

3. Territories with colonial status. Certain parts of Soviet Russia

occupied by the Germane were incorporated into the Reich (the district

of Bialystok, for example); other parts were incorporated into the General
Government (East Poland or Galicia); a large sector was given civil ad-
ministration under the Reich linistry for Occupied Eastern Territories;
and all the remainder outeide of the zone of operations was administered

by the military as an army resr zone (rlckwilrtiges Heeresgsbiet)., The

eastern territories under lc:lvi.l adninistration and those under military
admini stration were organized in accordance with a fairly uniform pattern
as far as economic administration wes concerned - namely, in acocordance
with the objective of assuring for the Reich the maz:imum supply of native
products, The Soviet territories were exploited by the Cermans without
regard to international law or custom, and the population' was deprived of
virtually all rights of self-administration, The territories were thus
reduced to the status which colonies had at the peak period of im-
perialistic expansion, /

a. The Ostland and Ukraine. The Reich Ministry of Occupied

Eastern Territories? was headed by Rosenberg who was the supreme authority

1, Decree of 15 November 1939 (quoted in Weh, p. EB860.)
2. For organization of the lfinistry and its staff, see Tamchenbuch p. 564/6,
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in the cccupied Russian territories whiéh had been turmed over to civil
administration, lThe leading personpel in the Ministry end in its terri-
torial organization were responsible for the economic exploitation of
the territory under their juriasdiction, jointly with the Uelegate for
the Four Year Plen and his staff, who outlined the basic policiea,1 The
territorial administration of the Eastern Hinistry was Eased on the

division of the territory into two Reichskommissariate, 0Ustland? and

Ukraine, which in turn were subdivided into several Generalkommissariate

' and Bezirkskonmissariate,

The Eastern Ministry was co-founder of various monopolistic enter- 7}

prises, called trustee or Eastern companies (Treuhandgesellschaften or

Qstgesellschatrten) each of which operated all plents and trade enter-

prises of its specific branch in a larger or smaller territory. Officials

of the XKommissariate often served as local managers of the trustee companies.

b. The Army Rear Zomne, Supreme economic euthority of the Army

Rear Zone was the Economic Steff East (Wirtschaftsstab Ost) in Berlin.S

At the high tide of German occupation the ermy rear zone, as far as
economic adninistration was concerned, was composed of four Economic
Inspectoratea, North, Middle, South, and Caucasus, respectively. Each

was headed by an Economic Inspecfor (Wirtschaftsinspektor) who acted

as regional agency of the Economic Staff East and as liaison officer

1, Deutsche Bergwerkszeitung, 13 August 1984,
2. Proclamation of Reich Commissioner for the Ostland of 28 July 1941
, ( Verkundunpsblatt Ostland, 30 August 19544),

3. 0SS ClID #124902, )
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botwesn this agency and the militury.cormnander of his area, The ad;
ministrative agency of the inspectorate was divided into functional
departments (Chefgruppen) dealing respectively with economics, agri-
culture, labor, forest and timber, promotion of industry, Yocational
training and (in the 8outh only) the mines of the Donetz Basin. The

lower territorial agency, called Economic Command (Wirtschaftskomaando)

was also organized in functional departments (Gruppen), The military

agencies operated their farms and enterprises as a rule with the help

~ of German trustee or monopoly companies; only in a few instances did

the military manage them directly.

4. Western European countries under civilian authority.

a. Norway. The Reich Commissioner for ocoupied Norwegian Terri-

tories, Gauleiter Terboven, was a niember of the Reich cabinet. He

exercised full civilian airthoritjr in Norway.l Chief of the Economiec

Department in his office was Cenator Otte. Control over Norge's Bank

was exercised by a German "liaison” man. In economic matters the Reich
Commissioner exercised his authorities chiefly through the native ad-
minigtration and corporative organiza.tions of Norwegian business which
acted in accordance with his orders. Various economic controls, empecially
cantrol over transportation, were in the hands of the military which also
handled procurement of food and other articles necessary for maintenance

of the army. Industrial production for German account (mining, armament,

1. Stuckert II, p. 123,
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etc,) was superviged by ﬁha Viar Economy Staflf Norway operating under
the 0KV, and zince 1842, the Reich Ministry for Armaments, but the Reich
Comiesioner's agency acted as Central Order Office coordinating Germsn
purchasing in Norway,

bo The Netherlands, Dr. Arthur Seysa-Inquart, the Reich Com-

missioner for the occupied Netherlands, was a member of the Reich cabinet,
He held all powers which, according to the constitution and law of the
Netherlands, were given to the momarch and the governmente.l All German
authorities, services, and agencies in the Netherlands, except the army,
were made subordinate to him, He was given authority over the whole
Dutch administration which had to carry out his instructions in the
performance of governmentel functions.

The Reich Comnissioner operated with the help of a German-staffed
Bureau and four assistants. One of the assistants, Dr. Hans FischbBck,
Commissioner General for Finance and Econamics, was in charge of all
economic affairs, with the exception of the Netherlands B;nk, which was
controlled by e special coimissioner, H. C. H. Tohltat, and later by
Albert Bllhler, Direct economic controls were exercized by the Germsn
authorities only in the field of industrial production for German account

(see below) and of foreign trade end exchange (through the Central Office

for Dutch Import and Export - Zentraldienst flr Holl#ndische Ein- und

Ausfuhr -- and the Foreign Exchange Office - Daviseningtitul -- both agencies
of the Reich Commissioner)., In all other respectes the Reich Commissioner

exercised his administrative authority through the native agencies.

1. Hitler's decree of 18 May 1940 and executive orders, Referred to im
Stuckart II, p. 126,

L]
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Control over armament and other industrial production for
German account was in the hands of the Armement Inspectorate Nether-
lends, in a field offico of ths Roieh Ministry for Armanents ond War
Production. The Inspectorate, jointly with the Reich Commissionsr's
Bureau, set up the Central Order Office in the Netherlands to coordirate
German purchasing ectigities, assign orders to Dutch industry, and |
direct the distribution of raw materials in accordance with German necuds.
Another orgenization which assisted the German authorities in the ecowomic
control and exploitation of the Netherlands was the German Chamber of
Coumerce in the Hague.

Co Denmark, The Germane considered Denmark as being under ths =

———a-

military protection of the Reich, but they acknowledged the welidity of
the Hague Convention for relations between their army stationed in

Denmark and the Danish people, German interests, other than military, /
were represented not by the commander of these occupation forces but by

the diplomatic representative of the Reich, the Bevollmichtigter des

Reiches (Plenipotentiary of the Reich)l under authority of the Foreign °
Office of the Reich, German economic demands were supposed to be

channelled through this representative, and not handled by direct action
of the military.2 Danish economic contributions were to be fixed by1”ﬁ‘
‘negotiation, The Commandiné Officer of the German forces and military ;
eatabliéhmente in Denmark was, however, on an equal footing with the )

Plenipotentiary.

1, Stuckart II, p. 126° /o N
2. Information, 2 January 1945 (quoted in State Department airgramo
Stockhodm, 11 January 1945) .
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The Reich Ministry for Armaments and “ar Production was repre-=
-sented in Denmark through a T.ar Economy Staff, :nder Captain Forstmann,
which acted at the same tine as the Central Order Office. - et

5. Western European Countries ugder Military Rule, o

a, Territorial authorities in France and Belgium. In Frsnce

- and iﬂ the area called Belgium and Northern France, the Military Commanders
were the supreme guthority in economic matters and all other German
.agencies represented in their areas had to request their assistance in

any matter involving, the use of authority. Each Coumander was, of course,

directed from Berlin, chiefly via the Economic Staff West (Wirtschaftsstab

West), and was advised by representatives of the Reich agencies attached
to his staff., Matters of military administration were handled by his

adninistrative staff (Verwaltungsstab), a body distinct from his military

staff (Kommandostab). The administrative staff was headed by the chief

of military administration (Militdrverwaltungschef); it consisted of an

economic department (Wirtschaftsabteilung) and an administrative depart-

ment (Verwaltungsabteilung), Most economic matters and controls were

centered in the economic departuent, which was divided into groups and
sections, the number of which varied according to local needs.
The territorial organization of the military administration con-

sisted of military government districts (Milit8rverwaltungsbesmirk),

aup'erior field commands ((Oberfeldkommandantur), field coxmmm&s (Feld-

rommendantur), distriot commands (Kreiskommandantur) and local commands

(Ortskommandantur). All of them handled administrative matters on behalf

of the admiziistrati_ve staff of the Military Commander, and even the local

SECRET



commands had economic ‘unctione, e;g.; the requisitioning of food aud
feed and the supervision of farmers' obligatory deliveries. The terri-
torial orpanizations down to the field commands had administrative
soctic-anau

Armament and other industrial production for German account were
supervised by the field offices of the Reich Ministry for Armament and
War Production, namely,

i. the War Economy and Armament Staff in France (Wehrwirtschafts-

und Rﬁstungsstab) later renamed Armament and Procurement Staff (Rﬁatﬁngsu

und Beschaffungsstab) under Lt. Gen. Barckhausen, which operated through
Armament Inspectorate A (Paris and North l'estern France) with_Armamont
Commands in Paris I, Paris II, Bouen, and Orleans; Armament Inspectorate
B (South Viest France).at Amiens, with Armanmont Commands at Bordeaux, Le
Mans, Niort, and Vannes; and Armament Inspectorate C (South Eastern France)
at Dijon, with Armament Commands at Besancon, Nancy,.and Nevers; and

ii, the Armement Inspectorate Belgium in Brussels under Maj.
Gen, Franssen, with Armament Commands in Brussels, Charleroi, lLiepe, and
Lille.

These apencies, jointly wi:t'iz the econamic branches of the Military
Commander's offices set up e Central Order Office in P;ria and Central
Order Office for Belgium and Northern France, which coordinated German
purchasing in- France and-Balgium, respectively, and assisted the military
administration guthorities in directing raw material distribution so as

to secure a maximum of production on German account,
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The names of German agencies and field offices which fulfilled
control, procurement, liaison, and information functions on behalf of
Reich authorities and business fill a long list., It comprises ;.mong
others the procurement branches of the Geruan Army, Air Force, and Navy,
as well as of the major units stationed in France and Belgium, e.g.,
the General of the Air Force at Paris, the Commanding Admirsl in France,-
the Chief Quartermaster West, the Delegate of the Reich Commissioner for
Ocean Shipping, the Military Transport Division, the Foreign Exchange .
Control Commands (Pevigenschutzkommanda), the Frontier Customs Control

Units, the Organisation Todt, the Teclmische Nothilfe; the CGerman Legation

in Paris, the territorial organization of the Nazi Party; the Reichs-

kreditskasse, the Inspector for Raw Materials in Belgium and France, the

Commi esioner with the Bank of France, the German Armistice Commission and
its field offices (see below), the Delegate of the Reich linister for -
Armaments and lar Production, the Liaison Office France of the Organiza-
tion of German Economy (formerly the German Chamber of Commerce), the
German Chamber of Cormerce in Belgium, repreaehtatives of the lain Com-
mittees and Rings of the Speer Ministry and of the Economic Groups of the
Funk Ministry, the field office of the German Institute for Business
Research, and many more.

b. The Franco-German Armistice. An Armistice Commiassion was set up

in Wiesbaden to regulate and control the execution of the Franco~German
Armistice Convention of 1940, It consisted of the German Commission and
the French Delegation. The German Commission acted chiefly as an in-

strument through which the Germens made demands on France and exercized
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controls in the unoccupisd forritorya It acted under orders of the

German High Command (OKW). Its head was General Stulpnagel, under whom

operated a chiasf gtaff and to whom were attached a representative of

the German Foreign Office, & joint representative of the Delegate for the

Four Year Plan and the Minister of Economics, and a representative of the

Minister for Transportation. The Commission was staffed by military and

civilian personnel, It was divided into a militdry and an economiec branch,

and convened in subcommissions.l It had a number of bodies in French

territory, both in the ocoupied and the unoccupied part. (Control In-

spectorates, Control Commissions, en Economic Delegation, purchasing

comnissions, travelling inspectinpg bodies.)

The most important of these bodies were:2

In Paris: the BEconomic Delegation;

In Bourges: the Amy Control Inspectorate, Air Force Control
Inspectorate, and Armament Control Inspectorate, the latter
with field offices called Armament Control Commands, in
Clermont-Ferrandx, Lyon, Toulouse, Avignon, and the Mineral
011 Control Command in lMarseilles;

In Lyon: +the Sgebial Air Force Command; ‘f,: T

In Casablanca: the Control Inspectorate (under General Schulthess),
consisting of the Army Control Commission Morocco with three
regional subcommissions, the Naval Control Commission Morocco,
the Air Force Control Commission Morocco, the Armament (of
Industryy and Mineral 0il Control Cormission Morocco, the
attached German Purchasing Commission for North Africa in
Algiers, the gotor vehicle purchasing commission, and liaison
offices with the Italian delegation in North Africa, located in
Tunis, Algiers, and Oran,

In Turin: the Liaison Delegation to the Italian Armistice Commissionj

In Toulon: the Naval Liaison Office to the Italian Delegation;

In Indochina: the Permanent German Delepate of the German Economic
Delegation, ' .

Y. Jolnt Historical Research Sactioh, June 1944 (0SS CID £109652).
2, 0SS CID #104442.
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After the wholevof France was occupied in November 1942; the
Armistice Control Commission in the southern zone were placed under
Jurisdiction of the Armement and Précurement Staff France, a field office
of Speer's Miniatry; they supervised and directed‘French industrial pro-
duction of German grmament material, They had, then, functions analogous
to those of the Armament Commands end were eventually given that name.

8, Satellite Countries.

a8, Greece, Serbia, Croatia., After occupying Greace &and Yugo-

slavia the Germans set up puppet repimes (dividing Yugoslavia into two
states) closely controlled by the local German miiitary commanders., At
the end of 1943 the whole territory was reorganized as the Military
Administration Southeast., Organization of the economic ndminilt¥ation
followed the pattern employed in Westermn Europeq except that German off
ficials took direct charge of the more important native administration
agencies, and German military and para-military organizations directly
controlled mining, agriculture, transportation, etc. Moreover, regional K N
deputies of the highest civilian agencies of the Reich were integratod'
into the military ;dministration of the Balkan countries and exercized
various powers on behalf of the military occupation authority., For

example, GBring as Delegate for the Four Year Plan appointed Frang Neuhausen
to be General Commissioner for Economy in Serbia, and for Metal Ore Mining
in the Southeast,l Neuhausen was at the same time appointed head of the

sconauic aduinistration of Serbia by the Mili*ory Co:umander of Serbia,

1, Taschenbuch 1943, p. 10, ' \
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an& iatef becems head of the military administration of the Soﬁtheastol
" The German Foraign 0ffice sent Hermann Neubacher to the Balkans as
Plenipotentiary of ﬁhe Foreign Office with the Military Commender in
Serbia, and as Special Jclegate of the Reich Government for Economioc
and Financial Questions in Greece; later, he received the title of
Special German envoy of the Foreign Office for the Southeast,

Germany's chief instrument of financial exploitation was the

Reichakreditkessen which operated in all Balkan countries and for some

time at least issued German occupation money there, In the exerci ing
of economic controls the German officials were assisted by the German
Chamber of Commerce Abroad which opereted in most Balken countries
(e.g., Greece, Croatia) and served as well as instruments of German
business penetration,

b, Slovalkia, Rumania, Bulgaria, In Slovakia, Rumania, and

Bulgaria there was no German military administration; German controls
were exercized through diplomatic channels (including summonses of the
government heeds to ﬁitler'a headquarters); through German technical
advisors to the most important govermment agencies; through German
chambers of comuerce, and through German firms which controlled local

enterprises. Important instrufients of control were trade and exchange

agreements between Germany and German-occupied countries on the one hand,

and satellits countries on the other; German domination of transport

facilities; and Germﬁn'monopoly of the suyply of essential equipment and

- materials,

1. Das Reich, 27 August 1944.
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K N Itéle, Cerusn conmtrols in Italy wer: both indirect, through
diplomatic channels, and direct. The German Foreign 0ffice sent a
Plen}poten‘biary for Italy, Ambassador Rshn, to Mussolini's "Republican"

government, and the Reich llinister for Armaments and Var Production was

represented by Gexieral Leyers as Genbial Commissioner for Italy, heading

the Armament Inspectorate in lMilan. In many cases, however, the German

- military commander end his subordinates took matters into their own hands .1

There was also a Gerxhanwltalian Chamber of Commerce in Milan,

1, See above, II, Jo
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