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1. 

A. SECTION OF INDICTMENT 

"The defendant KEi I TEL ."between 1938 and 1945 was: Chief of the High 

Command of the German Armed Forces, member of the Secret Cahinnt Council, 

member of the Council of Ministers for the Defence of the Reich, and Field 

Marshal. The defendant KKITEL -£sed the foregoing positions, his personal 

influence and his intimate connection with the Fuhrer in such a manner that: 

he promoted the military preparations for war set forth in Count One of the 

Indictment; he participated in the political planning cud preparation of the 

Nazi conspirators for Wars of Aggression and Wars in Violation of International 

Treaties, Agreements and Assurances set forth in Counts One and Two of the 

Indictment; he executed and assumed responsibility for the execution of the 

plans of the Nazi conspirators for Wars of Aggression and Wars in Violation 

of International Treaties, Agreements and Assurances set forth in Counts One 

and Two of the Indictment; he authorized, directed and participated in the 

War Crimes set forth in Count Three of the Indictment and the Crimes against 

Humanity set forth in Count Four of the Indictment, including particularly 

the War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity inrolred in the ill treatment of 

prisoners of war and of the civilian population of occupied territories. • 



B. LEGAL KSgSKBNCES 

2. 

Charter, Article 6 

Hague fiegalations, 1907, Articles 4 - 7, 43, 46 - 56 

Prisoners of War Convention (Geneva, 1929), Article» 2, 3, 4, 6 
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C. STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE 
3. 

I. POSITIONS HELD BT KSITEL 

Chief of Wehrnachtsamt in Seichs-

kriegsministerium. 1 October 1935 -

4 February 1938. 

Chef des Oberkommando der Wehrmacht 

(Chief of OKW), 4 February 1938. 

Keitel Interrogation. 13 October 
1945, p.l. 

Keitel Interrogation. 13 October 
1945, p.l. Dokumente der Deut­
schen Politik, 1938, Vols. I & II» 
pp. 616, 617. 

1938 Reichsgetzblatt. Toi. I, 
p.112 (2031-PS). 

Heich Defense Law of 4 September 
1938, (2194-PS). 

1939 Belchsgeseltblatt. Toi. I, 
p.1539. 

Member of Geheime Kabinettsrät, 

4 February 1938. 

Member of Reich Defense Council, 4 

September 1938. 

Member of Ministerrat fur die Beichs-

verteidigung, 31 August 1939. 

Field Marshal, July 1940 

II. FUNCTIONS OF nXHL*S POSITIONS 

As Chief of the V.'ehrmachtŝ mt, Keitel was Chief of Staff for the Minister 

of War Von Blomberg (Keltel Interrogation. 13 October, 1030, p.l), who was 

also Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces (1954-PS. Keitel Deposition, 3 

August 1945) As Chief of Staff for Yon Blomberg, Keitel was in charge of 

rebuilding the army (Keitel interrogation. 31 August 1945, pa] »I - 24). 

As Chief of OKV, Keitel va? the highest military authority, next to Hitler, 

who assumed the position of Supreme Commander (Jodl Interrogation. 17 August 

1945, pp. 2 - 3)« T h e P08ition of v/ar Minister was abolished, but Keitel per­

formed some of the duties of that position (1954-PS. supra: Jodl Interrogation. 

17 August 1945, pp. 7 - 8). The authority of the OKW was derived from Hitler, 

and it could not ma-ke independent decisions without Hitler's approval (Jodl 

Interrogation, 17 August 1945, pp. 2 - 3). The three branches of the Wehr­

macht (*ir force, army, and nary) were subordinated directly to Hitler, and 

Keitel had no power of command over them, his position 
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being more that of a chief of staff (19&4-PS, sujara.; feitel__Interrogation, 

1 September 1945, p . 8 ) . k e i t e l was not e n t i t l e d to issue d i rec t orders 

over his own signature to the three branches of the Wehrmacht, but he signed 

orders for which he had received special authorisat ion from Hi t le r . Details 

of the orders were worked out by the appropriate uni ts of the Wehrmacht 

(Keitel In terrogat ion. 1 September 1945, p. ?.). 

1'hfc functions of the Geheime kablnet t s ra t were honorary nnc unimportant, 

so fceitel's connection with i t i s immaterial. 

Vhe Reich Defense Council had the task in Peacetime of deciding on a l l 

measures for the preparation of Reich defense. As Chief of QCV, Keitel was 

a permanent member of the Oouncil, and the two T>lenipotentiaries for Reich 

Administration and for Economy, who were also on the Council, were required 

to carry out the demands of the 0*1»". Keitel also presided over the Council 's 

working committee (Keicnsverteidigungsauachuss), which prepared the Council 's 

decis ions , saw that they were executed, and obtained collaborat ion between 

the armed forces, the chief Reich off ices, and the par ty. Keitel regulated 

the a c t i v i t i e s of t h i s committee and issued di rec t ions to the plenipoten­

t i a r i e s and cer ta in Reich minis t r ies to assure uniform execution of the Coun­

c i l ' s decisions. 

agfcaCL iH2£ä 

The Ministerial Council for the Defense of the Reich was formed from 

the Reich Defense Council, and became the highest permanent organ of the 

Reich with comprehensive jurisdiction, responsible only to Hitler. It had 

the power to issue decrees with the effect of law. keitel vat liaison be­

tween th© Council and the armed forces, it being primarily his duty to 

coordinate the measures for civilian defonse in the area of administration 

and economy with the genuine military measures for the defense of the Raich. 

2606-JPS - Speech delivered by Frick on ? March 1940 

III. COOT OVK 

The charges against keitel under this Count are that 

"he promoted the military preparations for war set forth in Count One 

of the indictment; he participated in tb« political planning and preparation 
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of the H**i «OMptF» tors for '<*ra of Agression <»ad lam in f lo ta t ion of 

Interaktion« 1 Treat ies , A^r^emente and As^ur^ncee set forth in Counts üne 

• net Two of the Xnälotoent; he executed and *ss.uswd responsibi l i ty for the 

execution of the plane of the Saai conspirators for Jam at A#/?r«s8ion aad 

Hart In Violation of Interna.tion?il Treat ies , l«y»—sat« and Assurances se t 

forth in Counts 3m* nni 'iV> of the Indictment." 

The peJrtloalajr a l legat ions of Count \>ne which re la te to Keitel are 

th© folioving: 

HI 
If U ) ; ( I ) j (l)ftj (F)j (0) ; (E). 

.-eitel1* ;>iher«nce to the general conspiracy cannot be shovn by e 

formal joining of the las t i^-rty, though he h/*s 8t«t«'d th*,t the r<*rty con­

sidered him a «r-eaber «.fter M l nfHHlUpi I f m ' Wj fO<—Hil lWP<» the mitumn 

of 1944, that Me p o l i t i c a l connection« were those of National Soci4lism, 

and th t lie wee a loyr-\l follow*r of Hi t ler . 

12fefc£t« .sos?xa-

the extent to which Kei te l ' s eminent poftitions in the Hî ph Command, 

aad in th« Teich Safemn Council sad the Ministerial Council for the Defense 

of th« l-.eich, connect him vl th the mil i tary end p o l i t i c a l preparations for 

v , r , ere developed in the briefs on the Reich Cabinet and on the Oeaer&l 

Staff and Carman Hi#h Goa».-nd. 

M i t e l ' s close r> r t l c i p t lon in the planning end i n i t i a t i o n of a^eres-

sirr: r is lso shown in the brief on Foreign Aggression. The documents 

c i t e ! below m aa«pl«l of his p-.rt in these HCtiYitlesi 

2£fc££ * Hamarandmm of 20 M»y 19*8 fro* l e i t e l to Hi t le r , sub­

mitt ing s t r tegic revision« of the a-se "ftrffen" ( in-

v.gi^n of Czechosl'JTatki«), made neces8?try by the annexa­

tion of .oif tr ia . 

0-72 3st of orders signed by -Kpitel ^nd Jodl over the period 

batvaa* ? Horember 19;?9 *nd 9 M.<*y 1940, f ixing *nd post-

ponlne the ***• f c , r the Attack on Rolland. 
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C-120 - Directive« from Hitler and Keitel, April - June 1939, pre­

paring for the invasion of Poland. 

1811-E5 - Copy of Jodl's diary from 13 October 1939 to 30 January 1940. 
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4-;7-j:s. - Tier of 13 M*rch 1941, signed by Kel te l , contair ln« 

tetaliad Instruction* about th« projected «ttaok on th» 

OSS! (a*se "BArb^rosea'1). 

l7eo->r.g. - «Jodl'e dlpry fro« 4 January 1937 to 22 August 1939, 

which contains references to Ke l te l ' s par t l a preparing 

for th« annexation of Austria and tho Invasion of 

CxechoaloTHkia. 

\ti\0~T_2. - Modi's l l* ry from February to K«*y of 1940, concerning 

th* IDT slon8 of Norway, BenaArk. Holland, Belgium, and 

i -nee. 

tY. 

Tbf c h r ^ e s g a i n s t Xeitel under th i s Count are that 

"ho r r U c l p te* In the p o l i t i c a l pl^oming road preparation of th» Hatl 

conspirators for *«r» of '^ , ' ression und War« In Tlol*,tlon of International 

Tru ti t«« kfliraatnaaat. and aaoaraMai set for th In Count» One «ad Two of th» 

indictment; he executed and ^asuaed responsibi l i ty for th« execution of the 

elajna of the fesi con* v-lr-t tors for rfar» of A^-resalon and WRrs In Violation 

of International Tre t i e s , W••<»%• »«d Assurances set for th In Counts <«• 

»nd No of the indictment.H 

~lnce lbs s.-.a* ***• ara involved In Counts One *»nd Two, the sane e v i ­

dence will oeteAUna Kei te l ' s gu i l t under both counts. This evidence Us 

minted eut aboTft) 1« to be found, in the br iefs on Toraim Aggression, Crime» 

AJUklnet - enoe, the Kelch Cabinet, *nd the General 5t*ff «nd German &lgh 

QoflMsAA. 

v. cotjui1 rEB i 

The cb*rff»s «Ä^inst Kai to 1 under th is Count %re that 

"he authorised, directed «nd par t ic ipated In the May Crises set for th 

in Count Three of the Indictment.• 

T» P r t l cu l a r «negat ions of Count Throe which r e l a t e to Keitel are 

th" following« 

v i a (.0 PP. Hi i3i i4» ( B ) ; W r l » ! (»)i (•>« <&">: U ) . 

(1) :^^/gi__uJ--nl .'Pre-fttnent of Civilian iVgul .tiona of or In 

:he brief on this subject da ,1s with the killing of oivlll *n» ' 

file:///ti/0~T_2
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in operational areas in the East, chiefly Busala. The killings took place 

without trial, often on the pretext that the victims were connected with 

partisan hands. Keitel is involved in these crimes, because he issued gen­

eral orders that such acts were to he performed. 

On 13 May 1941 Keitel, as Chief of QKW, signed an order hy Hitler 

providing that Eussian civilians suspected of offenses against German troops 

should be shot or ruthlessly punished without a military trial, and that pro­

secution of German soldiers for offenses against Eussian civilians was not 

required. 

C-50 - Copy of order from Fuehrer Headquarters, dated IS May 1941, 

signed hy Keitel, with copies of letters of transmittal 

from Fuehrer Headquarters on 14 May 1941, and from Kaval 

War Staff 17 June 1941. 

C-51 - Order issued by Fuehrer Eeadciusrters 27 July 1941, signed 

by Keitel. 

On 23 July 1941 Keitel signed an order concerning the administra­

tion of occupied Eussia, which provided that legal punishments were inadequate 

in so great an area, and that troops should use terrorism in crushing the 

population's will to resist. 

The brief alBO deals with the so-called n3Sacht und Hebel" decree 

mentioned in the Indictment at the beginning of VIII {k), 

The decree was issued on 7 December 1941, and signed by Keitel. 

It provided that in occupied territories of the üest civilians would be tried 

for offenses against the Qerman state only if the death sentence was likely 

to be carried out within a few days of arrest. Otherwise the accused would 

be taken to Germany, and no information would be given about them in reply 

to any inquiries. A communication of 12 December 1941 signed by Keitel states 
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that Hitler believed terrorlsation could he achieved only by capital punish­

ment or by withholding a l l news from re lat ive• . Copies of the decree, of 

this communication, and of a decree of •** OKW providing that prisoners trans­

ferred to Germany would be delivered to the RSHA were forwarded to the com­

manding officer of the Security Police and SD in Lorralne-Saar Palatinaten. 

IcSfi 

On 2 February 1942 Admiral C^narls Issued instructions to the 

Abwehr to punish crimes against the Wehrmacht in accordance with the Haoht 

*nd Hebel decree. At first the order was to aoply only to Horw«y. Holland, 

Belgium, and France. 

8Z3-PS 

The Chief of the Sipo and SD reported to OKW on 24 June 1942 that 

a Frenchman had died while awaiting trial in Germany, and that, in order to 

create anxiety in accordance with the decree, his family had not been notified. 

The UK* approved of this procedure, which had been established for such oases 

by an uKW order of 16 April 1942. 

668-PS. 

The decree was not only applied, but its scope was extended. This 

i« apparent from a letter written to OKW on 10 August 1944, in which the Ger­

man Armistice Commission reported that inquiries had been made about French 

•political prisoners to Germany; In the past such inquiries had not been an­

swered, but now they had greatly increased, since there were more political 

Isoners, ftni per8ons had been deported to Germany at * preventive measure, 

rather than for the commission of specific offenses. 

834-PS 

The defendant Rosenberg ve>s appointed by Hitler on 20 April 1941 

«Deputy for ft centralised treatment of problems concerning the Eastern Terri­

tories M The highest Reich authorities were to cooperate fully, and Keitel 

vas asked to designate a representative of OKW with Rosenberg. Jodl was 

•oointed as Keitel's representative with Warlimont as his deputy, and Keitel 

wrote to Rosenberg on 25 April 1941 to say that Jodl and «arlimont would be 

the t)£W representatives. 
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8 65-PS~ fuehrer Order of SO April 1941; lstter from Lämmer» 

to Keitel; letters from Keitel to Lammere and Äosen-

berg, 25 April 1941. 

Hesoonsibili ty for crimes coasnitted under ftoeenberg's authori ty 

should thus a t tach to Keitel and Jodl as v e i l . Such crimes are set out in 

the b r i e f s on t h i s section of the Indictment. 

O ) Deportation for Sl*ve Labour and for other E r a s e s of the 

Civi l ian Population« of and in Occupied f e r r i t o r l e e - Indictment VIII tu) 

ke i t e l i s connected with the forced labor program by a decree he 

signed on 31 April 1943, with Si t i e r and Lämmer», for the appointment of 

Sauckel as general deputy for the labor supply of öeruifiny and &11 t e r r i t o r i e s 

under öerman influence. 

1666-PS - 1942 Seichsgeaetsbla t t , Vol. I , p . 179. 

iveitol 's connection with the Hosenberg administration of festem 

t e r r i t o r i e s also makes him responsible for crimes committed by that adminis­

t r a t i o n and considered in the other br iefs on th i s section of the Indictment. 

(3) jforfler anfl Q j 1'rgaWnl of ^rU<?ne^^ of War, ^ of ojfcjg 

Member» of the Armed forces of the Countries with which Germany BaJ t l !*£. 

and of Persons on the high Seas—Indictment Hit (0) , 

the br ief on th i s subject contains a ful l discussion of the order 

issued by Hit ler on IS October 1942 for the k i l l i n g of commando troops, not 

only in b a t t l e , but in f l igh t or while attempting to surrender. 

ittdEI 

An order regulat ing the treatment of paratroopers had been issued 

by Keitel about a month e r l i e r . I t provided that captured paratroopers 

were to be turned over to the 3D. 

5S3~frS - Secret order of 4 August 1942, signed by k e i t e l . 

'Hie H i t l e r order was d is t r ibuted with supplementary ins t ruc t ions 

signed by Jodl to the effect that the order was for comsa&nding officers only 

and must not f a l l into enemy hands. 

503..PS - Mimeographed copy (Mo. 81) of Jod l ' a l e t t e r of 19 

October 1942, with ins t ruc t ions on H i t l e r ' s commando 

order of the day before,, 
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QU. 23 Jan* 1944 Sucres» Ooaasaad *aat reported that the comasando 

ordpr had b*en aarrled out, but requested ins t ruct ions redefining i t t 30050. 

In »la* of the extensive 1 -ndlng» In Uervs&sAy, I t h;d becotae d i f f i cu l t t"> 

decide which pajrataroepa should bo considered sabotage troops under the tar&s 

of the order, xBflrxiaEnKHnBEn& 

af̂ \!!y> l̂!î S&?':, 1 na which should be considered as engaged in normal combat 

operations. The question vm answered by an order of 6 June 1944, on© 

copy of which vr« signed by Bei te l , reaffir»lng the ful l force of the o r i ­

ginal order. 

ä£l=££ - 'i'oletyra froo Supreme flo—innrt »at* to 0KW/'*F3T, 

22 June 1944. 

fr&l-/;% - « e i t e l ' s crdnr of ' 5 June 1944. 

Sevaral e-;ses «re lenown in which the order wag carried out. 

&?6-F_% - * swmorandum of 21 Koveaber 19*2 from Fuehrer Bead-

-uwrtere reporting that the crew of a Br i t i sh freight 

gl ider had b<*en 0 -ptured, and that "Fuehrer order has 

been carried out." Von Falkenhorst, in hie i n t e r ro ­

gation of 4 fctober 1945, »aid that the gl ider troops 

aentloned in C08-PS bad been »hot in accordance with 

the eoma>;»nao order, by express verbal di rect ion of 

Keitel . 

j tuirli . - felegr«ja to the sehrmaoht Fuhrungestab reporting 

that three c otured Br i t i sh coaiswndos had been given 

"sreci : 1 treatment.* 

Ena oomŝ -ndjo order was reaffirmed by a telegram from the WW to 

various a i l i t a r y hesdouarters or. 24 June 1944, s ta t ing th»it pa re t ro op- sabo­

teurs would be treated a« commandos, whether in uniforia or not. 

$32-PS 

Kalftal extended the appl loat ias of the ooR»»»ndo or«*r to members 

of Mytlo-Aa*rlaaa and fiusel-.n "mili tary missions* taken in the f ighting 

ajealatt the pa*tl t*M In the Southeast *nd Southwest. 

y.7-i §. - -rder of 30 July 1944 from Fuehrer HeeddUArters 

signed by Keltal. 
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The t r i e f on war crimes against mi l i t a ry personnel deals also 

with the lynching of a l l i e d f l i e r s by Gorman c iv i l i .o i s . The police had 

inst ruct ion« not to punish c ivi l ian« for these a c t s , or to protect the f l i e r » . 

A proposal wag considered to order the shooting without court-mart ial of 

enemy airmen who had "been ahot down sifter engaging in specified "acts of 

t e r r o r " . There i s correspondence to show that Keitei was wi l l ing to issue 

such an order i f Goering would aporove a def in i t ion of the "Acts of Terror", 

hut nothing to show that such an order was in fact ever issued. 

R-1180 - Let ter of 17 June 1944 from Keitei to the Ifor&ign 

Office, requesting the l a t t e r ' s approval of the 

def in i t ion of acts of t e r r o r . 

H I M - Letter from i e i t e l to Goering containing a request 

similar to that in R-118D. 

The murder and mistreatment of pr isoners of war i s also covered 

in the brief on t h i s par t of the Indictment. There was a pa r t i cu la r policy 

against Russian prisoners of war, and the p o l i t i c a l l y undesirable on&s were 

segregated from the r e s t and shot. mV^r*mrMmf^*tiP:#&l&. 

SoWS*, "She OKW regulat ions for which Keitei must he considered responsible 

authorize ac ts which are contrary to the Geneva Convention, such as the free 

use of f i r e arms against the pr i soners , and a broad in te rp re ta t ion of the 

guards1 r igh t of self-defense. 

1519-PS - Circular by Bormann containing 010/ order of 8 Septem­

ber 1941 on treatment of Russian prisoners of war. 

696-PS - OKW order of 34 March 1942 revis ing 1519-PS. 

656-P3 - OKW order of 29 January 1943 signed by Reineeks, 

on self defense against prisoners of war. 

That Keitei knew of the appalling treatment of Russian prisoners 

of war, and the high death ra te among them, appears from the statements in 

a l e t t e r sent to him by Rosenberg on 28 February 1943. The l e t t e r s tressed 

the need for be t t e r treatment of the Russians, so that they would he well 

impressed by the Germans. 
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n WW order provided t h a t escaped of f ice r» and non-working non-

0OB»l»sioa»d o f f i c e r s other than aaerlaa&» &&d B r i t i s h were to be turned 

or»r to the : TT 0 and SD upon re c ap tu r e . The 81PO end SC, upon I n s t r u c t i o n * 

from t h e i r Chief, wool* then tinuuport the »en to the Meuthfiuaen concen t ra -

tloTs c-;.;, ba le r opor*t ion "Kngsl". 

,1.-158, - I n s t r u c t i o n « from Chief of SIPO and SD, contAlning 

t*x t of 01* order . 

Such r>rlsonars were executed a t Ks.nthe.ueen upon a r r i v a l . 

:••: 8 5 - ? | - A f f l d n r i t of 13 M*y 184& by two Jhrench w a y o f f i c e r » . 

ikaerlooAi *>nd B r i t i s h who were rec*T;tured might be turned or«r 

to U M Siro >n:l ID. upon dec i s ion of th*> "tf.Kdos" from the OKW/o.1.6. 

IciM« XBBBk 

(«) K i l l l a e >f Hostage* - Indictment m i (D). 

•bore are two iocumontK which d i r e c t l y involve i t a l t e l . On 16 

D»ee&ber 1941 he signed «a order which e t« ted t h* t u p r i s i n g s naon/i German 

troops in occupied t e r r i t o r i e s nm*t be considered ea In sp i r ed by • coBtauni«* 

c o n s n i r e a r , n"I t h a t the deetil of one Carman e o l d i ^ r must mean death for 

f i f t y ox on* hundred eoaaomiat«. 

S29-PS 

n 5 H -y 154? » l t e l s igned ,n order which s p e c i f i e d t h ^ t hos t ^ r e» 

should !••- well fcnow», *nd t h t th*y should come frow r a t i o n a l i s t , Temocrat. 

or Coafflttnlat po l l t l ce - l f a c t i o n s . After each a c t of »^botege h o s t e t e be long-

Inf to the »afcofcenrU group should be «hot. l"his wa» r e i t e r a t e d i n a, t e l e -

typa l e t t e r from i . e i t e l to the m i l i t a r y comffl*nders In Fr«nee and h e l ß i u » . 

(51 Pl»*dar of ? u b l l c *'-nd j-rlvwta Proper ty - I n d l c t a e n t T i l i U ) . 

Tho l o o t i n g at c u l t u r a l proper ty I* covered in the b r i e f addr**r»sed 

| o t h i s por t ion of the In l i e Wen t . Such work v»i c a r r i e d on ch ie f ly under 

ftosenbyJ'r' ^i *-t» orajedaAtAttwa e s t a b l i s h e d f o r t h i t purpose , the l lns« t8s t .*b 

Kosenberc Kel t«! ordered the » H i l a r y a u t h o r i t i e s to cooperate in t h i s 

procraat. 

i;;,7-2'S - Tder from » i t e l to the couawndinit «enerj-l of the 

l a t h e r l e a d « on b July 1940. 

http://Ks.nthe.ueen


14. 

138-PS - Order from Keitel to the Commanding General of France 

on 17 September W40. 

A memorandum of 17 May 1944 in the Bosenberg Ministry states that 

the Wehriaacht was one of the principal agencies engaged in removing trea­

sures from Eussia. UflcQ 

Keitel was also connected with the removal of machine tools, 

foodstuffs, and other materials from occupied territories. Such activities 

are described in detail in the brief on spoliation of property. 

1J.61-PS - OKV order of 31 May 1940 setting up economic reconnais­

sance teams to procure all important stocks of 

materials in Belgium, Holland, and Northern France. 

743-PS - Two teletypes from Keitel to various military commands, 

5 and 8 September 1944, ordering cooperation with 

Gauleiter Koch in the economic exploitation and evacua­

tion of the Ostland. 

(6) The Exaction of Collective Penalties - Indictment YI1X (ff). 

This part of the Indictment alleges that collective penalties 

were exacted from the population for acts of individuals for which it could 

not be held responsible. That Keitel advocated such measures appears from 

correspondence on acts of sabotage in the shipbuilding yards. 

C-48 .- Order signed by Keitel on 30 November 1944 stressing 

the need for energetic countermeasures against sabo-

/ • f 

/ tage to dockyards and ships in Norway and Benmark, 

and providing for the gravest consequences to the 

re latives of saboteurs. 

/ 870-PS - Eeport of December 1944 from Terboven, suggesting 
If ' " i 
// I 

that relatives be shot, with a marginal comment of 

/ ! ' ' / ' • / 

1 jfc\ approval by Kei te l . 

,'• 671-PS - Letter of 6 December 1944 from Keitel *o Terboven 

agreeing tha t r ep r i sa l s are successful only when ru th -
t \ / 
, I ' \ ' l e s s . 

/ , { \ 
I \ V-
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(7) Q?fl*fiElq.ttoa °f ClTlll 'Ji Ubor - Indlctaent nil (H). 

fceltel i s connected v i th the forced labor progtreji by the f*,et 

that he joined with Hitler and Learner* in s i t i n g « decree f^r th* appoint­

ment of S«uckel a t .gen^r»! deputy tat the fl*»rw*.n labor gurr-ly froa occupied 

i&Q&t£l - 19*2 •rteichfigoäotzblatt, ¥ol. I , p . 1?9, eupr«, 

( • ) 3firj^aix&li9&-M v,gg»p4&&. ^rr^.toriLai^^LBillftfaMifttf .TAU , U , L 

.•i nMDorsadu« b / Ga&eral Pridartei report» a conversation Ln th« 

Office -f the to ich Frotaetor of Bohetti« and Koraria in which X. fi, Frank 

announced H i t l e r ' s «peroral of a plan to a a t i a l l a t a C*ech nat ional i ty into 

Oanuuyr aj <ib*arbi*g th<» be t te r h*lf of the population into H*ieh t e r r i to ry 

(tbroufib Lacraaeed l--bor draft and diaper**.!) and expelling the other h*lf. 

This doouaaat **• i n i t i a l l e d by Keit«»l. 

r lei tal 'a connection vith the Ko8oub«rg ^dalnietr^t ion of Bat tara ' 

t e r r i t o r i a l %lao aakaa him responsible for c r i ses eossBitted by th*t »daini*-

t ra t ion *.ru conai dared in the other briefs nn th i s eectton of the Indictment. 

ißß.-i,s..< f&QEfc 

v i . oouwi WH»a 

E3M ch ripes r ^ i n f t Xeltel under th is Count are that 

"he ttathorlsad, directed .".ni par t ic ipated IK • * " the erlaee .-„/^Inet 

BaaaAltJ set forth in Count Four of the Indidtaont, including p^r t iouUr ly 

th*. « J i ^ 6 r-jjHinet -{«a-raltf involved in the i l l trefitisent of prisoners, 

,->f \. x end of UM c iv i l i an populatlaa of occupied te r r i toMe« " 

rtw, part ionlar i l le^- t ions vhich re la te to Keltel arc the fol loving: 

", | .•, i : {B ) 

'for the most part« the evidence to eetabl leh Keltal 'a responsib i l i ty 

for erltfea ia>l»t* Hum nity uni*r Count Tmr will be the »r.-ne »• th t u»ad 

to sfeav hie responsibi l i ty f->r **r Crlae* under Count Thre«, «nd reference 

is bar« aatif to th*t evidence and to the brief* already mentioned under 

Count Rtraa. 
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In addition, Keitel's connection with the persecution of minorities 

in Qermany appears from the fact that, with Hitler, Goering, and Lammers, 

he signed a decree on 7 Octoher 1939 which provided that foreigners must he 

eliminated from Germany. 

696-PS 

He must have agreed also with the Nazi treatment of Jews, for he stated 

that the struggle against Bolshevism necessitated a ruthless proceeding 

against the Jews; the Wehrmacht was not to use them for any service, hut 

they could he placed in labor-columns under German supervision. 

878-PS - OKW order of 12 September 1941 
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P. ARGUMBHT AND COHCLUSIOK 

Keitel's position in the German state was an exceptionally important one. 

In his milita y capacity as Chief of Staff to the Minister for War, and then 

as Chief of OKW since February 19S8, he must have known of and participated 

in all matters of military policy and planning conducted by the German Govern­

ment. He was also a member, with the rank of Beichsminister, of the two 

highest cabinet councils which passed (in matters of the defense of the Reich. 

His continued service in posts where he must have known and shaped the mili­

tary policies of the German Government, together with the documentary evidence 

which indicates his direct role in planning for war, shows that he adhered 

to the Nazi conspiracy with knowledge of its aims, and that he is guilty, 

with the other defendants, of causing the wars specified in Counts One and Two. 

With respect to Counts Three and Jour, the documentary evidence shows 

that Keitel ordered the commission of acts that are War Crimes and Crimes 

against Humanity. Besides, his position in the army and government was such 

that he must have known of any general policy regarding the commission of 

such acts. He is, therefore, responsible for such crimes with the other 

defendants, and guilty of the charges alleged in Counts Three and Tour. 


