Interrogation of: ERNST KAL™TNBRUNNER

OFFIC™ OF THF' U. S. CHIEF OF COUNSEL
FOR THE FROSECUTTON OF 3¥XIS CRILINALITY

INTERROGATTON DIVISION SUMMARY

Bys Lt. Col. Brookhart, 18 Oc@ober 1945, p.m.
1., X4 ‘N N
a. The RSHA
(1) Yueller as principal authority in Gestapo (pp.1-2)
(a) ?o autho§ity to use Kaltenbrunner’s name in Gestapo affairs.
Pp. 2=3
(2) amalgamation of ibwehr wirh Amts 6 and 4 |
(a) Canaris ousted (p.3) ‘
(b) Formation of German Intelligence Service under RSHA (pp. 3-4) . 3
(¢) Amalgametion never in fact effected (p.4) f
(3) The abwehr ' !
(a) Participation in 20 July Incident (p.4)
(b) Corruption in (pp. 4-6)
(4) irrest Procedure
(a) Denisl ofcomplicity ir operation of RSHA arrest procedure,
(pp. 10=-24)
(5) Location of RSHA Offices (pp. 24-35)
(6) as chief of RSH. (pp. 26=30)
(2) Yas not pwig as Chief of RSHL (p. 26)
(b) No control over personnel (p. 27)
(7) hssociatcs in RSH.L (pp. 25=26)
(8) Counter cspionage (pp. 6=7)
b. Concentration Camps
(1) classification (pp. 20-21)
c. Discussion of Documents (irrest Orders identified by date only):
6 October 19443 28 Septcmber 1944; 30 September 19443 19 October 1944;
9 December 1944; 6 December 19443 27 Deccmber 1944 (pp. 10-17)
d. Relationship with: Mueller {pp. 1&2; pp. 25-26; p. 30); Heydrich
(p. 29); Schellcnberg (pp.8=9; p. 30); Uhlendorf (pp. 25-26);Ceneris
(p. 3); Nebe (p. 26, 30).
2. HIMILER
a. RSHA
(1) Amalgamition of Abwehr with RSHA (pp. 3-2)
b, lilitary Chief or Army Reserve (p. 6)
¢ce Police Function ‘
(1) Retention of cxecutive policc power (p. 6, 8, 12)
d. Rolationship with: Schellenborg {pp. 4~6); iucller (pp. 4-6; Canaris
(pe 7); Keitel (p. 4)3 Pohl (p. 20)
3. M .
' a. Police Funetion (pp. 4-6, 9-11, 19)
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4.  SCHELIENRERG
a. Police Fungtion (pp. 8=9)
5.  HTYDRRICH

a. Policc Function (p. 18, pp. 27-28)
(1) is Deputy Protoctor in Praguc (pe 17; also pp. 22=24)

QRG ' "TZATTON QF THE _RSHA

Koltenbrunner stated that he "had always been of the opinion" that
Mueller hnd becn the gple hecad of the Gestapo; that he had never been able
to make ingiries rclative to matters of organizational structure due to
Mueller’s insistcnce that all mattors remain "secret'; that he had never
conferred vith lueller regnrding the re-organization of AmtIV. (pp.1=2)

Kaltenbrunncr insistcd that he had never authorized anyone in jimt IV
to uee. his name in any official conncction (p. 2); that until the present
time he had never learned that his namc had been used by amt IV in "unaut-
horized" mattors (i.e. signing of arrcst forms, otc.) (p.3)

The molgomation of the bwehr with jmts 6 and 4: Hitler was
dissatisficd with the operation of the JAbwehr under Admiral Canarise-
basically bcaguse of certain mis=information in“céhneétian‘%ifhviiiitEFy
mttors, Conaris was hold responsible for this failiug. (pe3)Likcwisc
friction arosc botweoen Cannris and Himmler in view of the fact that the
OKWeibwehr often times concerncd itself not only with military intelligence
but also nolitical intelligonce, thc latter was intended to be handled by
Amt 6. (p.7) In February 1944 the ibwchr was separated from the OKW and
placed unde Hirmler looking toward the creation of a coordinated German
Intelligence System. Its varicd functions == counter cspionage, positive
cxpionage, ctc. were to be placed under appropriate divisions of Amts 6 and
4, principally undor Amt 6. Knltenbrunner wns informed by higher authority
that he was to take over the intelligence phases of the ibwehr unit placed
undor 6 and 4, (pp. 8-4) Loengthy nogotiations botween Himmler, Schellenberg,
and Mueller extended from Fobruary through Junc in an attempt to properly
allocate the respective ibwchr functions to the appropriate unit of ;mts 6
and 4. The final outcomc was that OKW .ibwehr was to be attached to Department
43 thce Deportment dealing with .ictive Espionage was to be attached to
Artt 6. (pp. 5=6) Kaltenbrunner stated that in fact the re-organization never
actuanlly went beyond thc nogotiation and paper stages. The .bwehr in
actuality rcrmained dintect as was ovidenced by the active partiepation of
that group in the 20 July Incident. {p.4) Kaltonbrunner believes that the
negotiations were prolonged principally because of the wide-spread
corruption in tho OKV group. (Refers to Rittumeister von Lodebur as authority
on this subjoct). (ppe 4=6)
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The importance of the alleged "re-org-nization" was heightencd by
what followed the 20 July. Incident, Himmler became the Chief of the German
Reserve army. That position coupled with the removal of the sbwehr from
the OK7 and its nssignment to amts 4 and 6 placod Himmlerin a very advantagoous,
position, For this reason he was unwilling to relinquish the executive police
powers over thase offices to a "civilian such as Koltenbrunner."(p.6)

Kaltcnbrumner admitted that he was deeply interested in the reorganization i
becausc it dircctly affected his sources of information for his political '
rcports; thot heo conferrcd arith Schellonberg regnrding the developments.,
Howcwver, he was not succcssful in advaneing his proposals since Schellen-
borg was determined to assume the position as Canaris? successor. To this
end many political rcports werc ncver scnt to Kaltenbrunner but were forwarded
by Schellenberg dircetly to Himmler in order to onhance . Schellenberg's
position, {pp. 8=9)

Kaltenbrunner statced that he had notning to do with the reorganization
of imt IV; that all aueh motters were hondled between Mueller and Himmler.
The issue brought into focus the struggle between lmueller and Schellenberg
for Himmler's favor, (p.9)

Countor Espionages The State Policc whose funetion was the maintenance
of the security of the Reich was concerncd with the apprehension of a spy.
Likewisc the QK= bwehr was charged with this function. (pp. 6-7)

Kaltenbrunner was presentcd with 2 series of teletype messages and
arrest order forms bearing his signature:

a. Message of 6 Qctober 1944, arrcst end intennmoht‘of”yinkikf(g)

signed by Dr. Kaltonbrunner. The document bears the figures IV A 6., Kalten-
brunner statcs that such is a definitc indication that the signature was
unauthorized since Mueller was the head of that Office. (p.l10)

Y. Qrder for arrest, 28 Septomber 1944, relates to a German woman
arrested far-sexual intercourse with a Pole. Kaltenbrunner stated that each
of such cascs was decided by Himmler; that the order was not signed by
Kaltenbrunncr under order of Himmler; that it "must have been signed by MUO:’.b!'"
Kaltenbrunner stated that thefact of Himmler's sole authority in these matters
wms widely knowm throughout the Reich. (p.11)

c. Teleprint messago dated 3Q Septomber 1944 ordering internment

of German who refused to work, Kaltenbrunner denied that he in fact signed the
messago. He denied that he had ever beoh informcd of this mise-use of his name,
"T had less oxccutive powers than the smallest Chief of a State Police

Department™, (pe13)

d. arrest Qrder, doted 19 Qctober 1944, signed Dr. Kaltenbrunner, called
for arrcst of a Germaen guilty of "rcligious propoganda". Kaltenbrunner denied
that he had the ~uthority to sign such an order; that the act of signing was
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the responsibility of Mucller; when rcminded of the cascs in which he had
effected the release of certain persons =~ he stated that such was done not
by his own hand but on the basis of rcqucsts which he hrd addresscd to
Hirmler or Hitler. He vehemently assertcd that he had ncithor the power to
"errest®".nor toinedlgase.," (pp 14-15)

c. Teleprint ordcr for arrest, dated 2 Decomber 1944, signed Dr. Kal-
tunbrunner. Kaltenbrunner again denied his authority to e¢ffect such an order.
(pel5) K-ltenbrumner made the same reply’ regerding nessages dated § Degenber
2944 and 27 December 1944 respeectively, relating to the same subject matter.
(pp.16-17)

Kaltenbrunner pointed to the fact that 11 of the arrcst orders offered
for identification were issued from Praguc and addressed to Darmstadt,
Heydrich at one time hnd an office in Praguc. Heydrich's cxerciged executive
police powers and while in Pregue as Deputy Protcctor probably issued such
orders from Prague. Kaltcenbrunner stated that undoubtedly the subordinate
officials in Prague "wssumed" that when Kaltenbrunner took over Heydrich’s
position in the R°H. that he nlso was clothed with cxecutive police powers.
(pp. 173 sec also pp. 22=24)

The Schutzhaft Arrcst:s Kaltenbrunncr statced that Hoydrich had the direct
authority to sign thc Schutzhaft arrest. With the death of Heydrich these
functions were assumed by Himmler. (p.18-19)

"By order of the ~hief": Kaltcnbrunner stated that orcers signed by
Mueller "By order of the Chief" referrcd to Heydrich as "chicf"., .fter 1943

the torm could only have been used through crror. {p.19) Kaltunbrunner says
these minor casos would not come before an official of high position. {p.23)
QFRICES QF RSH,

Kaltenbrunncr’s Office and Dept 3 of RSH.: No officcs of the Secrct
Police verc locted at 102 Wilhslmstrassce. Reichs Leader S35 Office; Secret
State Police Dopt.t 8 Prinw Albrecht Strasse.

Koltenbrunner strted that none of the .mts of RSH.. wers locatced at
8 Prinz ‘lbrecht Strassoj that had he (Kaltenbrunnor) assumed Heydrich's
?osition he would undoubtedly have h~d his offices at the latter address,
pp. 21=25)

SSSQCT A TRD TN THE RSHA

Ohlendorf was Kaltunbrunner?’s closcst contact in the RSHA. He had frequent
contact with Schellenberg nt the merl table, Later he was in closer contact
?ith ﬁMoll;r beecause of the combined mess facilitics they had to eat together.
ppc 25"26

AS_CHIFF _OF THE RSH.

Kaltenbrunner stated that he was not paid as Chicf of RSH.. He was first
paid as a Goeneral ef iy Order Police, latcr a2s 2 Leutenant General of the
Order police. His last ‘'snclary was that of a General of the Waffen S$S. Highest
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salary: 1800 RM. per month., (p.26) Koltcnbrunner conceded that his title
was that of Chief of thc RSHA but insisted that he did not cepry out the
functions of that office. (p.26)

Kaltenbrunncr stated that he"...did not take over the political
soction of Departments 3 ond € in the same way as I found it..." Departments
4 ond 5 and 6 14l werce undor Hirmler’s dircction, (p.27)

Kzlt nbrunner st-ted that he hed no control over personnel mattors
in the RSH.i. "The highest function I could carry out was the function of
pronoting o driver', Kaltonbrunncr then rcferred to the wide appointive
powers of his nrcdecessor, Heydrich, to illustrate that he Kaltonbrunner
did not, in fret, f£ill Hoydrich'’s former position. {p.27)

Kaltonbrunner stoted that he wos unaware of the details of organization
within the RSH.i; thot ngne of the charts which were prepared wore cver sub-
mitted to him; thitzﬂj@guch matters werc handled by Dopartment 1 under the
direet suporivision of Himmler. {p.29)

Kaltinbunner insisted thet he had no other departments directly under
his ceontrol; that in time he, through his intclligence syston, became
indis~cnsible to othcr governmental agen:zies ond ministries and as a result
"T was no longer risponsible to Himmlcr zlone”, (p.29) In such a position
it would have becn too dangerous for Hirmler to h.ve vosted Kaltenbrunnor
with exocutivo powers in policc matters. (pp. 29-30)

Further illustrating his "insignificant position" Kaltenbrunner stated
that the Chicef of art I was apparently authorized to make ch'nges in the
orgenization of the RSHa and prescnt them to Himmler for approval, Kalton-
brunner would then be notified == the oxception, Kaltenbrunncr was permitted
sore word in thc mattcor of an important post in the SD. (p. 30)

CONCENTR TTION CAMPS

Kaltcnbrunner stated that "Class I Camps" refors to work assignment--
mthe lightest type of work". (p.16) Class II, when uscdidn rolation to Dachau,
rcferred to work in thoe gordens ~nd fields, (p.zo) Koltenbrunner again denied
thet he had any Jusisdiction in matters portaining to the camps and denied
that he h~d ever h-d any dealings with Pohl, (pp. 20~21)



