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Interrogation of; ERNST KaLTENBHUNNER and GuBOR VadNa
By: Lt, Col, S, Brookhart, 15 Octoher 1945, P,ll,

PERSONS LD ORGaNIZATIONS TWMPLICATED sND SUBJECTS

1, KuIT ENBRUNNER

ae Folice Function
(1) Position in chain of command (p. 1=3,; Pe7)
(2) winkelmann and Zichmann as direct subordinates of Himmler

; (po 4-6)
be Deportation of Jews from Hungary (p. 8-14)
ci Involvement in Hungarian Politiecs
(1) Establishment of German Control (p. 15)
2y  VadNa )

al German Exploitation of Hungary (p. 18=24)

THE CHaIN OF COMiND

Vajna stated that on the basis of his nezotiations with Himmler, Berger
and Kaltenbrunner in connection with the affairs of Hungary in 1944, the
following is his impression of the chain of command; Himmler -to Berger, to
Kaltenbrunner, to winkelmann(in charge of German police for Hungsry) and
Eichmam (in cherge of Jewish affairs) (p.l-R) (Vajna drew chart to illustrate,
which was marked Exhibit m."= Vajna), With resvect to fichmamm, Vajna zclknow-
ledged that he replied ont.,.the backing of German might and especially Kalten-
brunnere.. " (p05’7)‘

In reply Kaltenbrunner again denied that e was Eichmann's superior, in=-
sisting as always that Zichmann was under the Secret State Police, with which
organization he,Kaltenbrunner, had no connection (p.«). He stated that Vajna
is msuffering under a mis-impression!(p,«). Kaltenbrunner continued to insist
that Vajna, a "foreigner®, nmisunderstood German organizational structure; that

‘Vajna's visit to Berlin in 1944 was nerely a social call, that the questions

of police jurisdiction and the organization of the Hunzarian Gendarmes in
connection with the evacuation of Hungarian civilians misht have bezen discussed,
but Kaltenbrunner naturally was not empowered to take any official action in
the matter. Winkelmamn is pointed to as a direct subordinate of Himiler's,
Neither Berger nor Kaltenbrunner constituted intervening =gencies (Ped=5)4
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KaLVSNBRUNNER, 15 October 19«5, Pl

THE JEwS IN HUNG.R]

Kaltenbrunner stated that in the discussion in lbas regarding the evacu=
ations of Hungarian civilians it was his understanding from politicsl revorts
that the Jews were to be kept in Hungary (p«8)i Vajna, however, was quoted as
having previously stated that Kaltenbrunner had adered the immediate delivery
of the Jews from Hungary to Germsny (pP.8). .pparvently measures were tauon to
evacuate certain of the Jews to neutral countries (pe9). Vajna reiterated that
kaltenbrunner had assured him that he would give every possible support to the
Hungarian Polire agenciss handling the evacustion (p. 10), .

The evacuation of the Jews was handled by Lt, Col, of the Police TFerenczy,
Thne Jews were concentrated at a central voint, Thosce who did not report volun-
tarily were arrested, fconscripted® (pelO). The matter of deportation (trans-
portationy feeding, etc,) of the Jews was handled by the wrrmy, Kaltonbrunner
stated that he knew nothing of these dctails(pe 16), that he had never dis=
cusscd the matter with Zichmann (pe 11). Kaltenbrunner insisted again that the
entirc matter was h-ndled by Bichmonn under the dircetorder of Himmler, (p, 12),
th~t he (Kaltenbrunner) hod nothing wh-tever to do with the motter (p. 13), inr
sisting thot his functions merely involved theo propar-tion of Dnternzl Insoous
formntion reports (p. 14).

KuLTENBAUNNESR WND HUNG.RIW POLITICS

Kaltenbrunner st-ted that in the mstter of est-blishing ~ Germ-n controlled
. government in Hungory he hod come in sharp conflict with Ribbentrop, Kolten=
brunner had (in conjunction with Vecsunmoyer) consistuntly nodvoc~ted - govern=
ment formend under o gener~l plenipotentisry for the whole of Huny~ry, Hnss - -
locher (pe 15). Ribbentrop wns opposced to the movs, thus it never succecded,
Kaltenbrunner mever oppe-red ngain on the Hung-ri-n sccne (pe 15).

GERMuN EXPLOITLTION OF HUNG..RY

Vajna stoted that ~fter the occupstion in linrch 1944 thore wos o sradunl
encroachment of German control in Hung-ri-n policics. For cx-mple, in the ante=
ter of the huge Monfred eiszfactory (caploying some 45000) the Hunzarion
mon~genment, including many Jews, was repl-ced by .ustrinns, Protests broucht
assurances from Hfimmler thot the control would last only for the dur-~tion of
the war (p. 18), Germm police agencies in “ung~ry ~rrested cortain of the
Hungarion politicol lenders without gilving notificotion to Hunmowi-n ~uthori-
tics, Jews were 21so included in the drog-nct (p. 18-20), Himadlor wos porticu=~
larly intercested in the establishment of a Scerct Hunzarisn State Police to
work with the Germon Scerct Police (pe 18), Vajno stoted thot it wos only
toward the end that he goinced the impression thaot it waes the intontion of the
Germons 1o completely absorb the control of the Hungarion Government = to
eventually disposc of 211 Hunzori-n lcaders (pe 21),7t was likcwise at this
time thot Vajne ond his ossociates come to reclize the intention of Goruony to
plunder and exploit the country (p. 21). Vajna stoted that he hod often wonted
to protest to Himaler rogording the atrocitics which were comaitted ~goinst
Hungarien refugees 2t the border in 1945, Throush it =11 Hunzwy's loy-lty
was bascd on one principol hope = that the Germon assuronces of quick victory
through the usc of a secret weapon or similar instruncnt was truc (Pe R4)e
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