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OFFICE OF U.S.CHIEF OF COUNSEL 
FOR THE PROSECUTION OF AXIS CRIMINALITY 

INTERROGATION DIVISION SUMMARY 

I n t e r r o g a t i o n of; E r n s t ILL J.'E1\BRUNNER 
By: L t . C o l . B r o o k h a r t , , •».October 1945,, 

PBhöOKä'i ORGANIZATION IkPLIC.JTiSD .JffP SUBJECTo.. 

1 . KALTBNBRUNFER -
a) D i s c u s s i o n of P u b l i c a t i o n s 

(1) Die Deu t sche P o l i z e i "', by Dr.Vvcras r B e s t (p3) 
(3) "Die S c h u t z s t a f f e l Äla . . n t i b o l s c h e v i s t i s c h e "Kar.ipfor­

g a n i z a t i o n " ( p p . 6 - 7 ) 
(3) " O r g a n i z a t i o n d e r N S D A P " ( p p . 7 - 8 , 10.) 
(<i) F i f t y Q u e s t i o n s and a n s w e r s for t h e SS Man" (pp . 17-i<3'/ 
(5) "Das Buch . e r NSLuP " ( p p . 1 8 - 1 9 ) 
(5) "Das sah warze Korps2 t ( p p . l ü - 2 0 ) 

• (7) • V ö l k i s d i e r B e o b a c h t e r (p . 1 B ) 
4ß4- Etia ößAdai«ht» 41.5Ub2JLJi 
(9) The r e q u i r e m e n t B t o r e n d e r a p u b l i c a t i o n "Offioial '^Sf 

(pp 6«?7 and p y) 

(}} Menber"ship and s t a t u s i n t ie SS ( p p . 7 ^ , ) , 
" • Oatf of t h e S3 ( p p . 1 7 - 1 8 ) 

a « 4 i 1 " - 1 i l a r i t y i h s t r u c t u r e of the SS and t h e S** fppSp©1 

;:(4;i;?;l'D&s;:5achv/ar.ze: K o r p s " , öS newspaper^ W^^^W^ 

<&$&% 
o f TfSfK 

|d.) E ^ A ^ ^ f e ^ t $£ jf-ö:oress,lyo. ££&%£&?&$ fei SfcH Mfc *©& 
G e s t a p o . ( p p . 1 ^ - 1 6 ) 

d) The Nazi P a r t y i n / o i s t r i a ( p p . 5 - 6 ) 

e ) R e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h } Goebbe l s ( p p . 2 2 - 2 3 ) ; H i n n l e r ( p p s l - 2 
p p . 1 2 - 1 3 ) H e y d r i c h < p p „ l - 3 -^lo-l-T^; iGuÄW- Q« Alqueri ( p . 2 0 ) ; 

2* HIMMLER: ^ . „ 
a) HirmiXer s F o m u l a f o r Obedience (pp* 12-13) 
b ) " Die S c h u t z s t a f f e l " l l s A n t i b o l s c h o w i s t i s c h c Karapfor-* 

g a n i z a t i o n " - - p r o p a g a n d a , aims of H imn le r . ( p p . b - 7 ) 

3. HEYDRICH 
a) Police Function 

(1) Exercise of Executive Police Power (pp,l-3;) 

stffifv, 



Ernst Kai ten brunner, J. Oct.4:5 

BUBLICUTIONS X^L^TIIJG TQ p^RTY ORĜ i-JI2,̂ T10U'ä 

Dr. Werner. Bestes "Die Deutsche Polizei": Kalt en brunner stated 
that " not being on the scene at thu tine" he could not state 
whether this book, prior to its publication ih ly40, had received 
the approval of Himmler or Heydrich; that likewise ho had no way 
of knowing whether or not the volurae is an authoritative work. 
(pp.1-2) «»t the tine the book was published Heydrich was Chief 

of the Security Office and he ̂ ubijed that anyone, including Dr. 
Best, could get a clear insight of the structure of the Security 
Office, (p.2) Kaltenbrunner could neither deny nor affirm that 
Dr.Best, in his position as Linlsteri;-.! Director, night have been 
able to publish the book without the official sanction of Heydrich 
or Himmler. (p.5) 

Kalfceanb runner states that ho was " certainly:!"1 not the author 
of any books cv pamphlets referring to Party natters, his only 
writings wore the reports which he m aau to Iiinnlor and Hitler, (p. 4) 

Re "Die Schutzstaffel als ,tntibolschewistische Kanpfor^ani-
sat ion": ~~ 

Kaltenbrunner Statut that it was generally regarded as pure 
propaganda, undoubtedly reflecting Himmler s ideas. It could be 
purchased at any news-stand or book-store. " I don't think you 
can regard it as un official Party publication". He would assume 
that it had been " passed by so:a kine of office". There was a 
special division in the Party which was concerned with authorizing 
official documents in the name of the Party, (pp.5-7) Was asked 
to read pp.2ü-22 of the pamphlet. He characterized thu Passages 
as reflecting the Fantastic ains of Himmler; he did not know 

whether or not it was a correct statement of the policies of the 
SS as established in 1*25. Thu reference in thu text to Hinnlor*s 
"Formula for Obedience!1,.is characterized by Kaltenbrunner as being 
nothing moro th n that generally required of any one who had joined 
the „ray,-- that Himmler required strict obedience was known to 

all. (pp.12-15) 

Requirements to rundur a publication " Official'1. 
If a pamphlet were published by ̂ htTSutrtral Press of the hs'L)*$ 

such aid not, in itsulf, make it an official publication of the 
Party. The Central Press of the laoiô P was supervised by thu bher 
Publishing Co., which company published, a ^ro^t many other books 
which were not issued unaer Party Sponsorship. 



Errat Kaltenbrunner, *.0ct.,±5 

To be an official publication the fact that permission for such 
publication was obtained through the Reich Party leadership must 
appear on the title page. (pp.b-7, also p.1») 

Re the "Organizationbuch dor iiSD.J?", issued in 1940 through 
the Central Press of the N3iJ,.F: Kaltenbrunner stated that it would 
not be regarded as an official publication of the Party, although 
it was generally rcgaraod as a handbook of the Party, (pp.7-8) see 
also pp.8-10 where official nature of the book is also discussed.) 
Kaltenbrunner was referred to PP.4Ö1-43.2 of the book reforroü to 
above and was apparently shown certain insignia indicating his rank 
when he was an SS loader in ̂ ustria and later when lie bocaue Chief 
of the BSHu. Kaltcnhrunnor stated. tlm.t in 1*38 he held the rank of 
Brigade-Fuehrer; 1*'42-1V»43 he became Gruppenfuehrer and ̂  in 1*44 he 
became Obergruppenführer, Kalt cor manner likewise admitted that he, 
as did all Sb personnel, enlisted and officers, wor« the Totonkopf 
(Death head) of the SS (pp.7-*) 
On p 2y of the scene book, it is stated that the SD ana Gestapo Were 
regarded by Himmler as *»goncios for the protection of Gernany from 
the Interior that many people in Gernany will faint if they see . 
the black blouse. Kalten brunner stated that such was fantastic; 
that there were rtany other agencies for the protection of the Reich 
bosi-J s the SD and Gestapo. Kaltenbrunner indicated that the referen­
ce to the "peopled reaction'' referred to the counter-revoluti mary 
measures which would of necessity be employed as part of the duty 
of these organizations, (pp.la-15) Kaltenbrunner stated that un-
doubtecly there wore many people who held great fearof the Gestapo,. 
especially " the ones who did not like the Government". However, 
th3 SD as steh, is not to be regarded as having indulged in the 
use of the repressive methods employed by the Gestapo. Kaltenbrunner 
insisted that the cü.AMa<s£i»Enbetwoun the two organizations must 
always be kept in mind. (,p.l5-ld) Ki tenbrunner conceded that the 
SD was probably "misused1' in the sense that it perform, d,f executive 
police functions while Heydrich was Chief of the RSHm.« The basic 
distinction remains, however, -- the Gestapo was an .H executive 
organization and the SD was not." Kaltenbrunner insis.teu that after 
he assumed control, this distinction was raaintalnoü. (pp.lo-17) 

Re the "Fifty Questions and ..nsv/ers for the SS Han". Referring 
to "[pp.i2'£fê 7 jof that publication, Kai cen nrunner believed that the 
SS oath was correctly quoted. He stated, however, that he never took 
the oäth when he became a member in ̂ ustria» The only oath which 

he ever took was the oath of as soldier in 1»40» He believed that 
the oath, in substance, was the same as that referred to in the 
book " fifty Questions", (pp.17-18) 
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Ernst Koitunbrunnor *«Qct.4ö 

He evaded the question as to whether or not hüh od taken 
the oath " seriously'', (p.18), (See also pp.25-24) 

Re " Das Buch der KSluP" by \7a ter Espe, published in Berlin 
1934: Kaltenbrunner denied any knowledge of tie book; agreed that 
th statements to the effect that the SS was sinilar in structure 
to the S„» and that the Ruich loader of the SO was subordinate to 
the Chief of staff of the S«., wore aorrect. (p. 18) On p 8 of the 
book is a chart entitled" The Organization of the £>*,. and SS". Kal­
tenbrunner stated that tho chart with one or two exceptions is a 
correct statenent of " organizational structure as of 1934.(p.19) 

Ro " Das Schwarze Korps"; Kai t er. b runner stated that this news­
paper was probably published in Munich; that it was a propazin da 
instrument of tho So; that it contained no official infomati >n. 
(p. lfe-20') 

Re "The Völkischer Beobachter" ; Kai ten brunnu r stated that ..his 
publication was the offici al newspaper of tho NSLuP. (p• 19) 

Re "Die Geschichte" , by D\ilquon. Kaltenbrunner stated that 
the author Gunte D'^lquen was known to hin as a writer for the öü 
Howspapor" Das Schwarze Korps", He denied any knowj-cû o of the book, 
however stated that it would not bu regarded as an official publi­
cation; that the author was a "liere" journalist and " not a respon­
sible nan". Kaltenbrunner stated that he did not regard anything 
that D\.lquon wrote as authoritative., (pp. 19-21) 

^USTRI^I K..m P.iRTY; 

Kaltenbrunner denied that during the period 1934 to 1^58 
in ̂ ustria, he received any literature .of SS material fron Berlin. 
He furthermore contended that he was not " working illegally" 
after 1938, but rather he used his office to influence the SS 
"that they should not work illegaly" He however, did adr.it that 
sorcetinos officials came to Austria, raadc speeches . «Ttor the An­
schluss books ana pamphlets were available. ( pp.5-b). 
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