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OFFICE OF U.S. CHIEF OF COUNSEL
FOR THE PROSECUTION OF .XIS CRIMIN/LITY

INTERROGATION DIVISION SUMMARY

Interrogation of K'LTENBRUNMER, Ernst
By: Lt.Col.Brookhart, 5. October,1945 p.m., Nurcmberg

PERSONS IMPLICATED .'ID SUBJECTS

I. ERNST K'.LTENBRUNNER
A, Identifies documents (1-5):
1. A pamphlct on Cermen and ustria Police Officcs with prefaces of
Zechenter & K (1-4).
2+ Document 2005, identificd os Keltenbrunner "DY,
B. Concentration cemps:
1. Denies:
a,Knowledge of lusy Mission re evacuation of concecntration comps(14-2
b.Receipt of application from Frank and Buhler to rcleasc ‘Jarsaw
Poles (18-2 §. ' ’
c.Schellenberg statement that K, along with Mueller, was rcsponsible
for the punishment and protective arrcst of important pcrsons(25-27
d.Personal knowledge of atrocities in the camps (2-6).
e.That he received any compensation for obtaining relcases from
canps (22).
2. Affirms:
a.That, with lueller, he evacuated some of the camps on Hitler's
orders (17-18).
b.That alleged deportation of Jews from “larsaw was probably ordcred
by Hitler (18-19).
c.That he could not releasc anyone from camps; Required an order
from Himmler to Camp Commanders (22-23).
d.That he sent to Hitler many applications for re¢lcases from camps(22
e.That responsibility for punishment and protective arrests of im-
portant persons rested with Himmler, Pohl, Gluecks and camp
officials (25-27).
C. lMedical experiments; Denies any connection with Dr., XKarl Taubock and
experiments with extracts for the sterilization of human beings (28).
D. Persecution of Jews: ,
1. Denies: . ’
2. Knowing, Ico Gehra, Nazi Director of the ./dministration Office,
Prague. (6).
b. Reccived a summary of the Jewish question in Bohemia and lMoravie
from Gunthe (7). .
c. Knowledge of movement of some 300,000 persons from Theresienstndt
to the Fast (9).
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™ d. Knowledge of the disposition of some 17,000 houscs made

"available" by the Prague Office (11).

e. Knowlcdge of arrangements re Jews made between liusy and Himmloo

: (p.11-12)

f. That he opposcd the ecmigration of Jews, except the shipment
of Jews into Switzerland (p,12-13).

g. Knowledge of & shipment of 12,000 Jews to Switzerlond (p.1h).

2. Affirms: ‘
o, That he referred to Pohl questions re care of Jewish(przgerty
. Pe

b, That Heydrich may have created Central Office for the Settlement
of the Jewish Question in Bohemia and Moravia (17).

ce. That responsibility for the movemcnt of large numbers of Jews
to the East rested with Himmler, Mueller ~nd Pohl (p.9-10)

d. That his only connection with the Jewish problem was his relation
to the Red Cross and his remonstrances against the%r trea%mcnt

pog""lo .

e, That Schellenberg had told him of plans to permit Jews to
cmigrate to Switzerland but he had nothing to do with these
plans (p.11-12).

E. Renumeration as Chief of RSHA:.
paid by the State and not by the Party.(p.10).

IDENTIFICATION OF DOCULIENTS

Kaltenbrunner was presented with a series of pamphlets numbered
consecutively., He was asked to consider pamphlet No.3. Apparently the
pamphlet contained a preface signed by "Zechenter" and another preface
signed by Kaltenbrunner, which had been composed by Zechenter., The preface
appearing over Kaltenbrunner's signature related to the correlation of the
terminoligy used by the German and /iustrian Police agencies. This pamphlet
was prepared on Koltenbrunnerp's suggestion to assist the lustrien Police
in their work under German control. K stated thot this manuel did not becone-
a stondard work of the criminal police, He did not know how many were issucd,
"out in any case, quite a few". It was issued after the Anschluss(in 19&?.

PP,1~4

Keltenbrunner stated that he wished to include as part of his sworn
testimony Document 2005, each page signed at the bottom "Kaltenbrunner",
dated 9.September 1945, Interrogator indicated that the document was to
be marked for identification as Kaltenbrunner "D". (p.5)

CONCENTRATION C/1iPS

Kaltenbrunner stated that he did not know of the Musy Mission to
Berlin, lMusy urging the Germans not to evacuate the concentration camps
but to place them under special representatives as the Allies advanced.
Krltenbrunner did, however urge Burkhardt (of the Red Cross) on 12 Larch
1945 to scnd supplies to the Jewish comp in Genskirechen *ustrifs This would
have been "to the prejudice of" Ribbentrop and Himmler, Kaltenbrunner stated
that he "had no objection" to holding the Jews in place". In reply to Musy's
statement that although Himmler had agreed to hand over some of the camps

“w D



Ernst Kaltenbrunner, 5.0ctober 45,p.ni.

to special represcntatives, Kaltenbrunner ond kueller had evacuated some of
the camps under Hitler's order, Kaltenbrunner denied that he had cver givon
such an order cxcept possibly in one instonce during his pegotirtiomss with
the Red Cross in /4pril 1945. (pp.16-17). Kaltenbrunner denied any knowledge
re llusy's request for thc release of Heriot former French Premier. He denies
having called Schellenberg an idiot for making such a suggestion (p.18).

K~ltenbrunncr denied any knowledge of the alleged deportation of Jews frc
Ylarsaw to forced-labor camps in 1944. Such instructions were "probably issued
by Hitlcr". Kaltenbrunner states that he and Dr. Burg joined in supporting = |
measure, agreed upon by Ribbentrop end Himmler, calling for the release of
Polish women and children.

Keltenbrunner denies having received an application from Governor Gencral
Frank and his State Secretary Buhler, requesting the release of Worsaw Poles;
that such would "have becn impossible!" because the people concerned were so
widely distributed throughout the verious canps. (pp 18-19). "I had not the
slightest influence on thesc matters, only Himmler could dec1de.”(p 20)

Referring to an alleged personal visit of Buhler in behalf of the Poles,
Kaltenbrunner stated that Buhler came to see him about a month before the
National Polish holiday but the conversation related to a desire to give
the Polish people greater authority in self administration. The question
of releasing Poles from concentration camps was mever discussed, principally
because Buhler would know that Xaltenbrunner had no authority to toke such
action. (pp.20-21).

Kaltenbrunner insists that he could ncver effect the releaseof anyone
from the comps; that such required personal attcntion of Himmler an order
directed to the camp Commandant. Kaltenbrunner readily admitted that he hod
forwarded many typlfcrtioms for release and in most cases Himmler initially
refused the applications. However, gcnerully, after four or five times, in
some instances, he has granted them, ibout L47/5 or 2/3 of the applications
made by Kaltenbrunner were successful. "I cannot remember a single case
in which I was against an application." Kaltenbrunner insists that he never
received any compensation for his efforts. He estimates that he must have
handled nearly a thousand such matters, (pp.22-23).

Koltenbrunner vehemently denied Schellcnberg?s statement that Kalten-
brunner along with lMueller, was responsiblec for all punishments and protective
arrests of important pcrsons. Kaltenbrunner stated that Schellenberg should
know better in view of his long experience in Amt 6 and the Gestapo. "Such \
responsibility rests with Himmler, Pohl, Gluecks, the €amp Commandant and thc i
Camp guards". (pp 25-27). .1
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Kaltenbrunner states that he knew nothing of the atrocities in
the camps of his own knowledge. For information on such matters, which
he included in his reports to Hitler, he had to rely on the forcign prcss.
"henever he protested to Hitler rcgarding these matters he was always nch
with rcply, "that is none of your concern, This is my arrang:ment with
Himmler and how hc carrics out his work is his own affair." (pp.26-283).

[TDIC..I EXPERIMENTS

Kaltenbrunncr denied having had any connection or knowledge of Dr. Inr
Taubock of the I,G., Farben Co, and his experiments with Dieffenbachi Scguin
an extract used for the sterilization of human beings. (p.28).

LTTITUDE TOW/RD THE JEWISH QUESTION
Keltenbrunner denied knowing Leo Gehra, Nazi Director of the
Administration Officc, Prague. Kaltenbrunner stated that he knew of such
an institution for the care of Jewish property; that the Ministry of
Finance hoad asked for control of this matter and he, Kaltenbrunner had
referred them to Pohl, who was in charge of that institution. (p.6).

Kaltenbrunncr stated that Heydrich may have created the Central Office
for the Settlement of the Jewish question in Bohemia and lHoravia in Praguc
He, Kaltenbrumner had nothing to do with it; that he had issued no orders
or instructions to such an office; that such would have been issued by
Pohl or Mweller, (p.7).

Kaltenbrunner denied ever having received a statistical swmmary from S°
Sturmbannfuehrer Gunthe re the Jewish question in Bohemia and lloravia
although the interrogator insisted thatone of the six copies had, in fact,
been sent to Kaltenbrunner, (p.7).

Kaltenbrunner said that he knew nothing re the shipment of Bohemian
and Moravian Jews to Thercsienstadt, except forthe conferences which hc
had with the German: Red Cross about 10 March 1944. He had agreed that thesc
Jews should be evacuated to Switzerland. (pp.8-9). He has no knowledge of
the movment of some 300,000 persons who were scnt to Theresienstadt ond thoer
shipped to the East, (p.9). He contonded again that the responsibility
rested with Himmler, liveller and Pohl; that he refused consistently to
concern himself with matters of those offices which were concerned with
Jews because hc was so opposed to the Nazi Jewish policy. Only "towards
the end", in connection with the Red Cross, did he become involved in the
Jewish problcm aside, of course, from the rcpeated rcmonsgrances which

“he constantly made to Himmler against the Ereatment of the Jews.(pp.9-~10).

Kaltenbrunner acknowledged his duty to report on "conditions within
the Reich"“but insists that he had no information regarding the dispositicn
of some 17,000 houscs made "available" by the Prague office or 2s to what
was done with the receipts for the disposition, This matter was undoubtedly
handled by the Reich Finance Office. ( p.1l). -
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Kaltenbrunner stated that he had only heard the name of Musy mentioned
through Schellenberg. He never himself had scen Musy; that he knew nothing
of the arrangemcnts regarding the Jewish question which were made between
Musy and Himmler. He admits, however, that Schellenberg had told him of
negotiations to permit the Jews to emigrate to Switzerland. He had nothing
to do with the plans since he was in no position to grant or withhold his
consent for the emigration of single Jew. (pp.11-12). Kaltenbrunner, at first,
vehemently denied the allegation that he had opposed the emigration of the Jou
Later he changed his pattern of defense. He recalls that he did oppose the
shipment of Jews into Switzerland '"because of payments." "I had heard that
Musy had offered to make payments to Hitler for the release of Jews and I
declared that this was dirty business." (pp.12-13) Kaltcnbrunner stated that
he made his position known to President Burckhardt of the Red Cross, and to
Fegelein, Adjutant to Hitler. Kaltenbrunner acknowledged that possibly there
had been a shipment of 12,000 Jews into Switzerland; that Hitler probably

made the arrangements, but that Kaltcnbrunner had nothing to do with it.(p.14).

SAL’RY-P/ID BY THE ST..TE:
Kaltenbrunner denied that during the period he served as Chief of RSHA
he was paid by the Party. "I received my pay from the State". He stated that
he received his pay "as a solier" because he had been "ordered" to his position
not as an ordinary governmental official but by reason of his readiness for wrr
service. ( p.10)




