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OFFICE OF U.S.CHIEF OF GOUNSZLL
FOR THE PROSECUTION OF AXIS CRIMINALITY

INTERROGATION DIVISION SUMMARY

Interrogation of Kaltonbrunnof, Franst
By: Col;Brundage, 1ll;September 1945, a,m, Nuromburge

EEBSQNS_IMELIQATED_AND_SUBJEQISA_
1; TRNST KALTENBRUNNFR

a.) Position in Nazﬁ_Party (pp 2-4 16)

(1) In SA (15)

(8) In ss (5-6) _

(3) In Security Police (8+10)
b.) Position in @Government ( 4-6, 8-18)
c.) Relation to

(1) Himmler ( 8,9,17)

(2) Heydrich (9)

(3) Horthy (19)

(4) vLemmers (7)

(5) Ribbentrop (17-20)

( 6) Seyss-Inquart (18)

(7) szalaszi (19)

(8) wolff (10)
d;) Aggressive activities abroad ( 18-19)
e.) Jowish persccution ( 20- 22)

f.) Relation to Doljifuss action (13)

2.) ADOLF HITLER
a) Agressive war against Hungary (19)
3.) DoITFiss
a.) ‘Persccution résaltl ng fron his rrarder (12)
b) " Rheinthaler Committee" (12-13)
¢.) Torroristie Method & of S8 (13)
4,) FESSENMETER
a.) Relation to Ribbentrop (19)
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Keltenbrunner, ll. Se¢ tember 1945, r.m,

b.) Depertation of Jews in Hungery §20)
'5.) HIMMLER ' '
a.) Relation to .

(1) Kaltenbrunner (.8, 9,17 )
(2) Heydrich( °1)
(3) Hitler (21)

(4) Ribbentrpp (22)
(5) wolff (11)

b.) Deportation of Jews fn Hungary (20-21)
6) HEYDRICH
a.) Relation to

(1) Kaltenbrunner ( 9,16)
(2) Himmler ( 16,22)

"'7.) HORTHY
a.) Relation to Keltembrunner ( 19 )
8.) LAMMERS .

a.) Relation to Kaltenbrunner (7)

" 9) WMULLER

a.) Relation to Himmler (22)
10.)Ribbentrpp

a3) Concentration comp (18)
~ b.) Deportion of Jews ( 262"2)
¢) Relation to
(1) Kaltenbrunner (17-20)
(2) Hitler (80)
(3) Himxlor (21)
(4) wolfe( 12)

11.) SEYSE>TNQUART

N
a.) Position in Government (6)
b) ‘'Rela tion to Kaltenbrunncr (8)

12,) szaLaszy

a.) Relation to Kaltenbrunncr (19)
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Ernst Kaltenbrunner, ll.September 1945, p.m.

123, KARL WOLFF
a) Position in 3S (11)
b) Relation to
(1) Kaltenbrunner (10-12)
(2) Himmler (10-11)
(8) Hitler (11-12)

Personal History: Kaltenbrunner is 42 years of age; married; three children.

(p.2) Education: Elementary school through technical high schoeol
(1 year) in Graz. Received Doctor of Laws from University in Graz,
July 1926. (p.3)

Employment: One year "required practice" in the lowerceotrts
Linz (1926-1927). Nine years as law clerk (aporentice) in Salzburg,
Austria. (p.3) Was prevented from ever entering practice of law
because of administrative proceedings taken against him for his
invelvment in National Socialist activities (1938-1938 .(see below)

KALTSNBRUNNER AND THE AUST<IAN NATIQONAL SOCIALIST PARTY, 1933 ~ 1938
I became a member of the Party in 1931 (pp.2-4). Claims not to
have been a member when the Party was outlawed in Austria in 1933. He
had not paid hisdues.

From 1931-1936 Kaltenbrunner was a legal advisor to members of the
Party. Such was an honorary post. "People came to my office and I gave
them expert legal advice"."l was not a Party official'. (p.4)

Kaltenbrunner became active in National-Socialist Affairs in 1934,
immediately after the murder of Dollfuss. The National Socialist Party
was the target of "strict persecution" by the Austrian Government". Kal-
tenbrunner feared that the Government's policy would only give strength
to the "radical elements" of the NS movement, -~with the result that the
radical Marxists would be the "winning varty". To this 2nd the "Rhein-
thaler Committee" was formed to reach an understanding with the(Fovera-
ment. Kaltenbrunner was a member. The Committee's action was successful
in forstelling a repetition of the terroristic events of 1934.(pp.1l2-13)

In connection with the Dollfuss affair Xaltenbrunner was taken into
"protective custody" for "his own nrotection". (p.13) He was absolved
from any connection with the matter. : ‘

Kaltenbrunner was then interned from 17 Jenuary 1934 to say 1924 with
some 500 National Socialists, --this, an attemnt to hamver further NS
activity (p.14) '

In 1935 Kaltenbrunner was charged with suspicion of high treason. He
was acquitted of the treason charge. However, in the course of testimony
he had admitted membership in the NS Party and thus subject to sentence un-
der far.186, Austrian Punishment Law as a member 0f a "secret gang". Kal-
tenbrunner acknowledges his conviction under this statute was justified
since the "Party had been forbidden at this time".(p.15) .
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Keltex brunner, 11, September 1945 , ‘em,

In 1935 K's license to precticc lew wes trken rwey from him by rureon ol

‘his conviction . The license wrs re-insteted in 1938, (pp 14-15)

K btrtes thet in 1938 his rctivities with the Perty merely involved
" working together with SeysstInquert'; thet he hed no connection with the

- 8D nor Gestepo rt this time, these metters being hendled by Heydrich rnd Hirme
~ ler, (pm 15-16)

KALTENBRUNNER A8 AUSTRI*N _ST'TE SLCHET RY:

Following the *nschluss in 1938, Kdtembrunner beceme Stetw Secretery in
the Austrien governrent. (pﬁ). This wes ¢ full time, seleried position,
Functiont, To pdjust the edministretive.end operetionsl differences which
existed between the "ustrien Police System end the Germen Police. He held
the position es " Stete Secretery" until the finel development of the
Austrien Lend Government in 1942 (pp 5-6), In this position he worked under
the Chief of the "ustrien Lerd Government, ( formed in l'ercch 1938), Seyss=
Inquert, (p6) In his position he hrd no connestion with the Gestepo or D
(then under Heydrich). (pp 15-16) ‘

KALTA BRUNNER S CHIFF OF THE REICH _SECULITY QIFICH: ,

In Dec¢mber 1042, Kdte brunner wes esked by Himmler " to trke over the
Reich Security Police Office in Berlin". He refused.(p3) In Jenurry 1943
Himmler epsku.d.Kdtexbrumner.egein end K refused, == until Himmler egreed thet K
might trke over the position es " his (my) wer effort". But es such K insists
(es he does throughout his.inkerrogetion) thet. it wes mot in fect. the nosition
of Chief of the Reich Security Office. Himmler reteined direct (executive)
control of ell metters releting to the Security Police end the Secret Strte
Police. Krel tenbrunner essumed control of the Internel Informstion Service
(Emt 3), -= previously known s the SD, the Security Service. (pp 8-9)
Function: The w rk consisted of "teking en everege picture of the siturtion
of the Cermen populetion end presenting e clerr cut picture es I (K) sew

- itv, (p 9" Himmler wes K’s superior officer. He held the position from the

ist of Februery 1943 to " the end". (p9) " At the end" K's title wes: SS
Obergruppenfuehrer end Generel of the Police". (p 10)

- K's Rports:

In prepering reports K wes principelly interested in metters perteining to

the Southeest,=- reports from Group VI A. (pp 16-17). The reports related to
developments in Bulgerie. Greece, etc. In the metter of " initieting ection"

K wes requiseegi to gein permission from Himmler. If the metter, for exrmple,
pefteined to the South-esst he would hreve to esk Ribbentrop. (17) The
mejority of K's reports were submitted to the Foreign Office for Ribbantrop’s
pttention, (pl7) ‘

K cites es en exemple of his reports one rels ting to his opposition to the
Germen policy in Bulgerie, in which K voiced ¢ prefcrence for. sn wmllimnce with
Serbie in view of the fect thet Bulgerie " wes ¢ll prepered fer Rolshavism'.

(p18).

His reports releting to Hungery voiced his opposition to militery inter-
vention in Hungery; thet rether e policy should be ¢steblishedlooking to

the formetion of ¢ government in Hungery “ thet would not be guilty egein of
breeking e prct, (plQ)



Keltenbrunner, 11, Setember 1°45 ',

KALTENBRUN ER_AS _LEADFR OF THE: GENERAL_SS (_Austrie): '

_ K stetes he held this position es of 1938; thet the orgenisetion, hed no
politicel duties. (p5) The duties consisted chiefly in questions of public
welfere, memorierls, inspections. It wes e Perty function cerrying with it the
title of Higher SS Fuchrer. K strtos thet N6 MOVercerried out the functious of
the office, thet he held the position merely to give him employment efter the
position of Strte Secretery wes ebrndoned =- i t wes me rely e titled, seleried
position. ( p 7) oo '

KALTENBRUNNER ‘S _GRUPPENFUTHRFR _OF THE_SS.

Following the loss of his position in *ustrie rs Stete Secretery (1942), he
beceme en SS Gruppenfuehrer. Function: " mrking representrtions to the Rcich
end thg Sﬁrtthrlter" on behelf of the Ceirtrel Police Phsts for Vienns end those
Geus, (p6' '

KALTENBRUNNER AND THE JUVISH QUFSTION:

K end Ribbentrop were one in their opposition to the policy of Jewish
persecution followed by the NSD'P. becruse of the difficulties aich e
policy crerted in the rerlm of foreign policy ( pp BO - 21)
Himmler frvored the " redicel procedure" of clerrence of the Jows from every
pert of the Reich. ( p21) " Himmler probebly" cerried through the policy o f
deporting Jews to the Reich for forced lebor. ( 21) K steted thet he could
not sey whether or not it wes Ribbentrop’s policy to deport the Jews from
Hungery to neu rel countries--h®Fever, he (K) strted thet " it would be the
only reesoneble policy".(p°2) K stetes thet Himmler wes the only onc thet
could rerch eny binding decisions s to the Jewish Question £nd therefore it

‘ wne neturel thet no one would discuss the metter wi th him (K). (p22)
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