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OFFICE OF U.S.CHIEF OF COUNSEL 
FOR THE PROSECUTION OF AXIS CRIMINALITY 

INTERROGATION DIVISION SUMMARY 

I n t e r r o g a t i o n of Kal tonbrunncr , Ernst 
By: Col;Brundagc, 11,-Sept ember 1945, a.m. Nuronbors« 

PERSONS IMPLICATED AND SUBJECTS: 

I t ERNST KALTENBRUNNFR 

a . ) P o s i t i o n i n Nazft Par ty (pp 2-4,15) 
(1) In SA (15) 
(S) In SS (5-6) 
(3) In Securi ty Police (8*10) 

b . ) P o s i t i o n i n government ( 4-6 , £-10) 

c.) Relation to 
(1) Himmler ( 8,9,17) 
(2) Heydrich (9) 
(3) Horthy (19) 
(4) Lammers (7) 
(5) Ribbentrop (17-20) 
( &) Seyss-Inquart (18) 
(7) Szalaszi (19) 
(8) Wolff (10) 

d;) Aggressive a c t i v i t i e s abroad ( 18-19) 

e . ) Jo'j&sh p e r s e c u t i o n ( 20 - ^r* 

f . ) Re la t ion t o DolJLfuss ac t i on (13) 

• 

2.) ADOLF HITLER 

a) Agressive war against Hungary (19) 

3.) D&OTSss 

a.) •Eeracrcutlon- rösa l t tnc- fron h i s närder (12) 

b) " Rhc in tha le r Committee" (12-13) 

c.) T e r r o r i s t ! ® Method s c f SS ( 1 3 ) 

4 . ) FESSENMEIER 

a.) Re la t ion t o Ribbentrop (19) 
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M • 
b.) Deportation of Jew? in Hungary $20) 

•?.» ' • « '! 

• il 5.) HIMMLER 

A a.) Relation to 

(1) Kaltenbrunner ( 8 , 9,17 ) 
(2) Heydrich( 81) 
(3) Hitler (21) 

«• (4) Ribbentrpp (22) 
-f (5) Wolff (11) 

b.) Deportation of Jews in Hungary (20-?l) 

"J<m • 

I 6) HEYDRICH 
Hi 

''.§'. a.) Relation to 

|- (1) Kaltenbrunner ( 9,16) 
#.''• (2) Himmler ( 16,22) 
'•ft- . 
f 7.) HORTHY 
A 

a.) Relation to Kaltenbrunner ( 19 ) 

8.) LÄMMERS 
a.) Relation to Kaltenbrunner (7) 

| 9) MÜLLER 
is* 
f a.) Relation to Himmler (22) 

M 10.) Ribbentrpp 

a;) Concentration camp (18) 
b.) Deportion of Jews ( ">,6zr>2) 

I c) Relation to 
I (1) Kaltenbrunner (l7-?o) 
I (2) Hitler (6o) 

(3) RiEslor (21) 
(4) Wolff( 12) 

ft'.- 11.) SEYSgMpSRT 

i s 

a.) Position in Government (6) 
t b) Rela tion to Kaltenbrunner (8) 
3 
>v 

i 12.) SXALASẐ  
a.) Relation to Kaltenbrunner (19) 
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Ernst Kaltentranner, 11.September 1945, p.m. 

13. KAHL WOLFS 
a) Position in SS (ll) 
b) Relation to 

(1) Kaltenbrunner (10-12) 
(2) Himmler (10-11) 
(3) Hitler (11-12) 

Personal History: Kaltenbrunner is 42 years of age; married; three children. 
(p.2) Education: Elementary school through technical high school 
(1 year) in Graz. Received Doctor of Laws from University in Graz, 
Jul?; 1926. (p.3) 

Employment: One year "required practice" in the iowerc'QDli?t;s 
linz (1926-1927). Nine years as law clerk (aporentice) in Salzburg, 
Austria, (p.3) Was prevented from ever entering practice of law 
because of administrative proceedings taken against him for his 
involvment in National Socialist activities U935-1938 .(see below) 

mTENBRUNNER AUE THE AUSTRIAN NATIONAL SOCIALIST PARTY, 1933 - 1938 
I became a member of the Party in 1931 (pp.2-4). Claims not to 

have been a member when the Party was outlawed in Austria in 1933. He 
had net paid hisdues. 

Erom 1931-1936 Kaltenbrunner was a legal advisor to members of the 
Party. Such waB an honorary post. "People came to my office and I gave 
them expert legal advice"."I was not a Party official", (p.4) 

Kaltenbrunner became active in National-Socialist Affairs in 1934, 
immediately after the murder of Dollfuss. The National Socialist Party 
was the target of "strict persecution" by the Austrian Government". Kal­
tenbrunner feared that the Government's policy would only give strength 
to the "radical elements'1 of the NS movement, —with the result that the 
radical Marxists would be the "winning party". To this gnd the "Rhein-
thaler Committee" was formed to reach an understanding with theC-Sovera-
ment. Kaltenbrunner was a member. The Committee's action was successful 
in forstalling a repetition of the terroristic events of 1934.(pp.12-13) 

In connection with the Dollfuss affair Kaltenbrunner was taken into 
"protective custody" for ''his own protection", (p.13) He was absolved 
from any connection with the matter. 

Kaltenbrunner was then interned from 17 January 1934 to May 1934 with 
some 500 National Socialists, —this, an attempt to hamper further NS 
activity ^p.14) 

In 1935 Kaltenbrunner was charged with suspicion of high treason. He 
was acquitted of the treason charge. However, in the course of testimony 
he had admitted membership in the NS Party and thus subject to sentence un­
der Par.186, Austrian Punishment Law as a member of a "secret gang". Kal­
tenbrunner acknowledges his conviction under this statute was justified 
since the "Party had been forbidden at this time".(p.15) 



K e l t a i b r u n n e r , 1 1 , September 191-5 , ft.B, 

Iri 19!3§ K*s l i c e n s e t o p r p c t i c e lew WFS t r k e n r w y from him by ryceon ox 
•h i s conv ic t ion * The l i c e n s e WFS r e - i n s t r t e ' d in 1933, (pp 14-15) 

K tetptes t h r t i n 1938 h i s p c t i v i t i e s with t h e Per ty merely involved 
" working t o g e t h e r wi th Seys sHnqupr t " ; t h r t he hpd no connect ion with t h e 
SD nor Gestppo r t t h i s t i n e , t h e s e m r t t e r s be ing hpndled by Heydrich m d Himm­
l e r , (pf 15-16) 

KALTENBRUNNER. *S /USTRI'N ST'TE SECRET-"RY j • 
Fol lowing t h e Anschluss in 1938, Kltenbrunner becrme Strtia Sec re t r ry in 

t h e Austripn government. ( p * ) . This WFS p f u l l t ime , s f l r r i ed p o s i t i o n , 
Function« To r d j u s t t he p d m i n i s t r r t i v e . m d operp t ionp l d i f f e rences whieh 
ex i s t ed betv/een t h e " u s t r i r n P o l i c e System rnd t h e Germrn Police« He he ld 
t h e p o s i t i o n ps " S tp te S e c r e t r r y " u n t i l t h e f i n r l development of the 
Aus t r i rn Lrnd Government in 194? (pp 5-6) . In t h i s p o s i t i o n he worked under 
t h e Chief of t h e f u s t r i p n Lrrri Government, ( formed in Ller/jch 1938) , Seyss-
I n q u p r t , (p6) In i d s p o s i t i o n he hrd no connect ion with t h e Gestppo or ID 
( then under Heydr ich) . (pp 15-16) 

K, ̂ LTIff BRUNNSR 'S CHIEF OF THE REICH SECURITY OFFICE: 
In December 10/Lr>, Kit a? brunner wrs psked by Himmler " t o t r k e over t h e 

Reich Secur i ty P o l i c e Office in B e r l i n " . He refused. (p3) In J rnur ry 1943 
Himmler Pskad...KAäetbr:unner-pgpin pnd K re fused , — u n t i l Himmler rgreed t h r t K 
might tpke over t h e p o s i t i o n FS " h i s (my) wpr e f f o r t " . But PS such K i n s i s t s 
(PE he does t h r o u g h o u t ' - h i s . i n t e r r o g r t i V a ) thtft'. i t v e s -no t i n fee t , t h e . p o s i t i o n 
of Chief of t h e Reich Secur i ty Off ice . Himmler r e t p i n e d d i r e c t ( execu t ive ) 
c o n t r o l of p l l m r t t e r s r e l r t i n g to t h e Secur i ty P o l i c e pnd t h e Secret S t r t e 
P o l i c e , KPI tanbrunner pssumed c o n t r o l of the I n t e r n r l Informat ion Serv ice 
(&nt 3 ) , — p rev ious ly known PS t h e SD, t h e Secur i ty Serv ice , (pp 8-9) 
Func t ion : ; The VD rk cons i s t ed of " t pk ing pn pverpge p i c t u r e of the s i t u a t i o n 
of t h e Germpn populp t ion pnd p r e s e n t i n g p c l e r r cut p i c t u r e es I ( K ) sew 
i t " , (p 9N Himmler WPS K's s u p e r i o r o f f i c e r . He he ld t h e p o s i t i o n from t h e 
1 s t of Februpry ln"-3 t o " t h e end". (p9) " At the end" K's t i t l e WFS: SS 
Obergruppenfuehrer pnd Generpl of t h e P o l i c e " , (p 10) 
K's R g o r t s : , 
In p r epp r ing r e p o r t s K WFS p r i n c i p p l l y i n t e r e s t e d in mpt terg p e r t p i n i n g t o 
t h e Sou theps t ,— r e p o r t s from Group VI ft. (pp 16-17) . The r e p o r t s r e l a t e d t o 
developments in Bu lgpr ip . Greece, e t c . In t h e mpt t e r of " i n i t i r t i n g pc t ion" 
K WPS requifjre^ t o gpin permiss ion from Himmler. I f t h e mp t t e r , f o r example, 
pe r tp ined to t h e Sou th -e r s t he would hrve t o psk Ribbentrop. ( l ? ) The 
major i ty of K's r e p o r t s were submit ted t o the Foreign Office for R ibben t rop ' s 
p t t e n t i o n . ( p i 7 ) 
K c i t e s FS rn exrmple of h i s r e p o r t s one r e i f - t ing t o h i s oppos i t ion to the 
Germpn p o l i c y in B u l g r r i p , i n which K voiced r p re fe rence f o r d e n ftllätnce wi th 
Serbip in view of the f r e t t h r t Bulgprip " V:PS p l l p r ep r r ed f c r Bolshevism". 
( p l 8 ) , , 
His r e p o r t s r e l p t i n g t o Hungpry voiced h i s oppos i t ion to m i l i t f r y i n t e r ­
vent ion in Hungpry; t h r t r F t h e r p po l i cy should be W$*?$4JjlWäf-looking to 
t h e formption of P government in Hungpry " t h r t would not be g u i l t y pgr in of 
b r e r k i n g P p r c t . ( p l ° ) 
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Krl tenbrunner , 1 1 . Sptenber 1°45 ' . ' ' . 

jCjLTENBRUN "ER AS LEADER OF THE .GENERAL Sf?,( Aust r ia ' ) : 
K s t r t e s he he ld t h i s p o s i t i o n FS of 1938; t h p t the o r g r n i s p t i o n , hrd no ' 

p o l i t i c p l d u t i e s . (p5) The du t i e s c o n s i s t e d ch i e f l y in ques t ions of pub l ic 
w e l f f r e , m e n o r i f l s , i n s p e c t i o n s . I t WPS P Pfr ty funct ion c a r r y i n g with i t t h e 
t i t l e of Higher SS Fuehrer . K s t r t e s t h r t h e n e v e r c r r r i e d out the funct ions of 
t h e o f f i c e , t h p t he held the p o s i t i o n merely t o give him employment p f t e r t h e 
p o s i t i o n of S t r t e Secre t f ry wfs r-brndoned - - i t WPS ne r e l y e t i t l e d , s r l f r i e d 
p o s i t i o n . ( p 7) 

KRLTENBRUNNER ' S GRUPPENFÜHRER OF THE Sfij. 
Following t h e l o s s of h i s p o s i t i o n in -"ustrif fs S t r t e Secre t f ry (19-12), he 

beefine rn SS Gruppenfuehrer. Func t ion : " mrking r e p r e s e n t r t i o n s to t h e Reich 
pnd t h e S t r t t h r l t e r 1 ' on b e h r l f of t h e C e h t r r l Po l i ce Pks ts f o r Viennr rnd t hose 
Grus, (p6^ 

pLTENBRUNNSR "ND THE JETISH JIFSTION: 
K rnd Ribbentrop were one in t h e i r oppos i t ion t o t h e p o l i c y of Jewish 

pe r secu t ion followed by t h e NSD'P. becfuse of t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s su ch p 
p o l i c y c r e r t e d in t h e re r lm of fore ign po l i cy ( pp 00 - 2 1 ' 
Himmler f rvored t h e " r e d i c e l procedure" of c l e r r p n c e of t h e Jews from every 
pp r t of the Reich. ( p ? l ) " Himmler p robrb ly" c p r r i e d through the po l i cy 0 f 
depor t ing Jevs t o t h e Reich for forced l r b o r . ( ? l ) K s t p t e d t h p t he could 
not spy whether or not i t WPS R ibben t rop 'S po l i cy t o deport t h e Jews from 
Hungrry t o neu r p l countries—hffifever, he ( K ) s t f t e d t h p t " i t would be the 
only repsonpble p o l i c y " . (p 9 ? ) K s t r t e s t h r t Himmler WPS t h e only one t h p t 
could repch rny b ind ing dec i s ions r s t o the Jewish Question pnd t h e r e f o r e i t 

•*8 Twturpl t h F t n o o n e w o u l d d i scuss t h e mpt te r with him- ( K ) - (p22) 


