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APPENDIX A
CASES M ICH HICHT BE USED TO ESTABLISH CRII:INTAL RESPONSIBILITY
IIT CONITECTIOYN '/ITH TII' PURGE

I. TUE DEATH 0F CATHOLIC LEADERS., The death of Catholic
leaders provides the best occaslon for establishing criminal
responsibility in connection with the purge. In comparison with
most other victliis of the purpe, these people werec relatively
little compromnised by previous assoclatlon with the Nazl regime
and were less llltely to have been engaged in treasonable ectivi-
ties. Their offense consisted in their attempt to defend reli-
glous liberties, in which they had been confirmed by the
Nazi replme itself in the Concordat of 1833, against 1llegal
infringencnts. Their vindication would be a popular nove both
inside and outside of Germany. The most promising; cases for
investigation are given below, in the approximate order of their
promise. '

1. MINISTFRIALPIREKTOR NDR. ERIC'T KLAUSENER,

PROBAILF, FACTS., On the norning of June 30, 1934,
Dr. Klauscner was seated at his desk in the Reichs-
verkehrsministerium. Two SS ren entered, said "You
are under arrest.” Dr. Klausener arranged the psapers
on his desk, sald "Just a minute" and turned to the
wardrobe to get his hat. 2As he did so he was shiot and
seriously wounded. He survived the attack by one hour,
during which tliie the SS prevented anyone from entering
the room to jlve hir medical or spiritual aid. The
l.inister, Freiherr Eltz von Rllbenach, was in the building
at the time, but dld not intervene. Klausener's body
was not returned to his family until after crenation,
a seriocus matter iIn the case of practicing Catholics.
(Source: Jean Prangois, pp. 174~5; Strasser,p. 124-5)

PROBABLE 1:GTIVE. As a promlnent Catholic layman,
and leadeor of the German Catholic Action, he had bLeen
closely associated with Catholic resistance to Nazi
interference in relipgicus affairs. On June 24 he lLad
presided at a public neeting near Borlin in beliwlf of
religious freecdon. As head of the Prussian police under
the Severing ministry he may also have incurred special
Nazl enmity.

' THE PRORLNI OF PROOF. 1In this case the official ex-

planation of death is particularly weak. Suicide is
unlikely in the case of so devout a Cethollc, and even
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if he did attempt suiclde or resistance, the subse-~
guent denial of nedical ald clearly lies beyond the
scope of legltimate arrest. Since tliat deathi took
place in a publlic building, over a2 considerable period
of time, 1t should be relutively easy to establish the
facts through the evidence of surviving ministry en-
ployees and cthers. On July 2 the QOsservatore Romano
published a semi-officinl Vatican statement that the
Holy See had absolute proof that Klausener did not
commit suicide, but was killed. hese Catholic sources
also night provlde evidence for the prosecution,

2. DI. FRITZ BECK

PROBABLE [FACTS. On the morning of June 30, 1934,
Dr. Beck was called by telephone and asked to reke an
appointment for that evening at hls home in lunich, to
Cive spiritual advice to an unnamed person. At 10 P.i%.
two SS nen appeared and took hin off in an suto. His
corpse, recopgnizable only Ly a Papal decoration he had
been wearing, was found the following llonday in & wood
near Pasing. (Source: Helden, p. 454; Velssbuch,
P 126<7)

PROBABLE ['OTIVE. As a leading menber of the
Kathollschen Aktion, and as the I'ounder and dlrector
of the llunich Studentenhsus, wiilch had given aid to
riany poor students, including Jews, Beck was parti-
culgrly obnoxious to the Nazi suthorities. -

THE PROBLII! OF PROOF. The facts of Beclt's death
were announced by the Vatican, which might be able to
provide leads for the collection of evidence,

3. ADALBERT PROBST, ILEADLER CF RHEINLAIND CAT!UOLIC
JUGENDBEWEGUIIG

PROBAILE FACTS. ©On June 29 Probst was surmoned from
Dusseldorf to Berlin to take part in discussions with refer-
ence to the Concordat, and dlsappeared. ‘‘hen Pfarrer Wolker,
head of the Catholic Jugend inquired at tnc Gestapo Head=
quarters in Berlin, he was informed that frobst had besn
arrested and shot in the interests of tue state. Later
his wife received official word that he had been "auf
der Flucht ersclhiossen." Ilis ashes were returned to her
by the police. (Source: veissbuch, p. 127)




PROLALLE LIOTIVE. The Catholic youth novement,
supposedly protected by the ter:i:s of the Concordat, had
Lecome a princlpal center of Catholic rcsistance fo
liazi pressure, arnc Prcost had becone kmown &s one of its’
ji08t vigorous leaders.

TI'E PROBLIL OF PROOF. No special leads availabhle.

II. TIE DEATH (F LEATERS ASSOCIATED UVITH VCN FAPEN. As
asscciates of a member of the Hitler cabinet, tliese people were
more seriously compronised than the preceding group with the
cullt of the Nazi regime. e susplecion that they may actually
have been engaged in treasonable intrigues is also somewhat
-reater, The Nazi povernment never saw flt, however, to accuse
von Papen admself of any irproper behavicr during thls period
and there is every indicstion that his associates were actually
murlered because of ftheir attempt, in connectlon with the llarburg
speech, to mobllize conservative and Catholic opposition to the
axcssses of tae Nazl reg‘me. Thelr deatiy nmay therefore e
properly counsliered a8s ¢ crins. The principal cases to be in-
vestipated in this connection ure the followling.

1. OBERRECIERUNGSRAT V0O BCSE, sfrocuEr nEs VIZERANZLERS

* PROBABLE FACTS. Vhile von Bese was interviewing two
unnamed indurtrisllsts at his office in the Vizekanzlei,
Ecke "ilhelmplatz-Vcssstrasse, three SS men pushed in
unarnounce«d and celled him Into the next roon, where
they shot kim dead. (Source; lleiden, p.4503)

PROBABLE NOTIVES. As one of Papen’s riost trusted
assistants and advisers, he had mah to do wilth persuading
hinn to give the larburg speech (Jean Frangois, p. 103).
His death wes 21 necessary part of the Nazi plan to isolate
von Papern.

THE PRODIEILD " PROOF, Since von Bose's deatiy, like
that of Pr. Klausener, took place in a publlc bullding
during offlce hours, the clhience of finding witnesses unong
surviving employees of the Vizskanzlel would seen particu-
larly pgood. If the lndustrialist being intervicwed at |
ilie time could be ldentified, this also night provide =
tseful lead. Von Papen night also be useful.

€. DR. EDCAR JUUGC

PROBAZLI FACTS. On the night of June 27, before the
puege itself had beiin, Jung was seized at his hore, leaving
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behind him the uord "Gestapo™ writteu in vencil on the wall
of hle bathroori. During the succeedliy; days he 1s suppecsed
to lhiave been questicned repgarding tlhic supposed plot. IHis
disappearance was reported to von Pspen by Jung's house-
keeper. The precise clrcumstances cf his deatih are not
knovm. (Source: Jean Francols, p, 126)

PROBABRLI LOTIVES. Jung was the reputed author of the
larburg spescii, and one of Papen's principal advisers in
the affalr. Hlis death was a necsssary part of the Nozi
plan to isolate and neuiralize von Tagpen.

TIE PROBLEI! OP PROCF, No specizl leads available,
unless through von Papen,

IITI. ‘ME DEATT ¢ PTREFLILATRCIS FIELRIES 0F TIU! REGIIE.
Altronch many of these pecople were compromised by previous asso-
ciatlion with the Nazi regime, and were in czome cases nlnor menbers
of the Party itself, the fact that they were killed as an obvious
act of Party or private revenge, rather tiwen as incidents in the
liguidetiond the SA, may make these ¢sses interesting as a
basgis for crininal prosecuticn. The principal cases to be in-
vesligated in thieg connection are the following:

1. GENERATL VOl SCHLEICYHER, PoRIITR CUAIICELIOR OF TIHE REIC!

PROBABLE FACTE. At 9 A.ll,, 30 June 1934, a carriage
from Berlin stopped at the Schlelclhisr villa at lew~Babela-~
ber(, near Potsdaw. Six plainclotlies nmembers of the Prussian
state police pushed their way into the dining roomn, where
the (eneral, his wife and his wife's 14 year cold daughter
were breakfasting. They asked, "Are you General von
Schleicher?" then he salid yes, all six sirmuultaneocusly
fired, killing hin instantly. His wife, vho sprang to his
defense, was also killed. The men then left, after threat-
ening the daughter not to reveasl what had happencd,
(Source: Jean Francois, p. 174; Strasser, . 119-20)

PROBADBLE LIOTIVE. As Hitlcrt's predecessor in the
Chancellorshlp, Schleicher hsad long resisted Nazi aspira.
tions, and was still feared as an able intriguer with useful
connections. It is alsc said that, in the days of his !
Chancellorship, he had aroused the personal emnmity of Gﬂring
by inforizing hin to his face that Gﬁring would never be
considered fit for & ministerial post, (See Strasser,

p 118~9) Although the officlal story at the time of the
purge was that he was Iinvolved in & plot both wlth Nazi

di szidents and with foreign powers (litler's hKeichstag
gpeech of July 13), this position see:.s later tc have been
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abandoned. In subsequent attacks on Schleicher published
in the Volkische Beobachter he waa denounced for his efforta
to keep Hitier out of power in Jenuary 1933, but no refer-
ence was made to his role in 1934. At a wmeseting of high
Reichawehr and perty leaders, held at the ILinden-Oper,
Berlin, 3 January 1935, it 1s saild thet Schleicher and
Bredow, &8s a result of Heichswshr pressure led by von

Frisch and supported by von Blomberg,K were officially
though not publicly vindicated (London Ster, 5 January 1935,
es gquoted in the New York Times). It 1s @lso said that on
Fetruary 28 of that yeer, &t & meating in honor of the
arniversary of the birth of von Schlieffen, Field Marshal
August von Mackensen, on authority of the Defense Ministser
von Blomberg, read a list of Relichswshr deeths durlng the
year, including Schlelicher and Bredow, and announced that
these last "died in honor"™ as victims of "eccidents in

the course of the National Sociallst Revolution" (New.
York Times, March 10, 1935). T

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF., Surviving servente &nd other
members of Schleicher's housshold might be able to testify
- as to the circumstances of his death. Since the case
sroused so much indignsent attention in Reichswehr circlss,
Inquiry in that direction wight also be profiteble.

2. GENERAL VON BREDOW

PROBADLE FACTS. At 5 P.¥., June 30, von Bredow, then -
in the tes room of the Adlon Hotel, was informed of
Schleicher ‘s deatnh e#nd advised to flee. After leaving the
Adlon he was never seen alive agein. Responsibllity for
his death was offlicially admitted in Hitler's Reichstag
speech and elrewhere. He was probably shot on July 2.
(Source: Jean Frangols, pp. 179-8C)

PROBABLE MOTIVE. Bredow was known 2s Schleicher's
right banc man. Ses sbove.

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. No speclel leads- .
3. GREGOR STRASSER.

PROBABLE FACTS., At 1:30 P.H., June 30, five plain-~
clothes members of the Gestapc entersd Strassser's private
dwelling, where he was esating dinner with his femily, and
took him to his office at ths Werke Schering-Kahlbaum,
ostensibly for & search of the premises. At the door of
his office he was handed over to m walting 85 aquad, which

/
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dreve him to the Grunewald and there beat him to desth.
On July 7 his femily received an urn bearing his ashes,
signed by the Gehelme Steetspolizel, Berlin. (Source:
Strasser, 34-46)

PROBABLE MOTIVE. Strasser had once been the second
most influential man in the National Soclelist Party.
Because of his negotiationa to enter the Schlelcher
party in December 1932, he had recently occupiled no
party or public offlce, although epparently remalning
s member of the Party itself. le was feared by the Hazl
leaders, particularly GBring, as an sble and potentially
dangerous rival, with useful conservative snd other -
connections .

THE PROBIEM OF PROOF. His brother Otto Strasser
haea devoted much gnergy to solving the problem of his
death. He might be &ble to supply useful leads.

4. GUSTAV VON KAHR, FORMER MINISTERPRESIDENT OF BAVARIA

FROBABLE FACTS. At the time of ths purge, Kahr was
dragged from his bed and killed on a moor near Dacheu.
(Sources Strasser, p. 134) .

PROBABLE MOTIVE. At the time of his death, Kahr was
73 years old, and long had been politicelly inactive. His
death was clearly an act of revenge for his part, ss
Ministerpré@sident of Bavaria, in thwerting the Besr Hall
Putsch of 1923, - :

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. No special leade.
5. DR. V0SS, FUHRER DER NSJURISTEN

PROBABLE FACTS. On Juns 30, a squad of GBring's
Police appeared at Dr., Voss's law office and demanded
that he turn over the papers which he, as Grogor 3trasser's
attorney, hed in his possession. .Upon refuszl he was
shot down snd the documents taken. (Source: Strasser, p. 41)

FROBABLE, MOTIVE. Desire to prevent the pubiication
of facts daemaging to the regime.

- THE PROBILEM OP PROOF. No special leads.
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6, DR, ALEXANDER GLASER, RECHTSANWALT

PROBABLE FACTS. On the evening of June 30,
Drr. Glaser was shot by three SS men at the door of
his home in Ammlienstrasse, Munich. Severely wounded,
he died ef the Schwabinger Krenkenheus, and was buried
by his family. Some time later an urn purporting to
contain his ashes was delivered by the peolice- n?SGurca:
Heiden, p. 459) ' TS

PROBABLE MOTIVE., Dr. Glaser had represented Josef _
Huber of Diessen am Ammersee Iin a copyright sult sgainst
Amenn. Glaser had earlier been trled, but freed on the
intervention of Frick. His death wouid therefore sesm
to be a case of party revenge. It 13 also said that in
1933 he served, as Syndikus of the Mlinchen-Augsburger
Maschinenfabrik, as the go-between through whom money
went from heavy industrial interests to Hitler (Weissbuch,
P. 124). A desire to prevent the publication of demaging
informatlon may thus also have had a part in the affair.

THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. The circumstances of
Dr. Glaser's death were reletively public, and therefore
might be' comparatively easy to eatablish,

7. WALTER PORSTER, RECHTSANWALT IN BIRSCHBERG

FROBABLE FACTS. On June 30, together with a number
of other Jewish citizens, Flrster was taken by sutomobile
some fcur kllometers from Hirschberg, and there shot
"while attempting to escape." (Strasser pp. 126-8)

FROBABLE MOTIVE. Apparently an instance of otherwise
unmotivated action taken ageinst Jews under cover of the
purge .

" THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. The facts of FBreter's desth,
ostensibly as related by an e¥e~w1tness, were fully set
forth in Nr. 21 (September 30) issue of Deutschen
Revolution, cited in Strasser  Through Stresser it
might be possible to trace that witness.
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