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PREFACE

In this study 1t is intended to list the mc jor types of
erimse for which Hermann Goering can be irdicted, sub-divided
into nore specific types.. Thus, the major type of "domestic crimes"
iz sub-divided into three more'spohific types: crimes committed
thruﬁgh the Gestapo, crines connected with the purge of June
1034, and participation in apti-waiah persecutior. In each
casa, an abtshpt will be nade to outline a) specifie acts
conatituting the type of crine in question, and the evidence
available or‘gtill neaded for proving such acté; b) the basis
for Goeringts responsibility for the commilssion of such acts,
ineluding positions held relating to crines involved, decrees,
orders, and other documents bearing on his jurladictional re-
Sponsgibility, and stateﬁants by Goering and o§hcrs showlng his
responeibility; e¢) the law applicable to the type of crimes
in question; d) the weaknesses, if any, in evidence of re-
Sponsibility or specific crimes,

l In certain respects, notally concerning thiec particulars
of specific acts constituting crimes and evidence referring-to
Such acts, naterial is being collected in separate atudies,

. Yo whieh reference has been rmade in the text. These comprise
Momorenda on:

a) Specific cases of Gestspo victine (Foreign
Nationalities Branch)

b) The organizational responsibility of ths Gestapo
(Central Buropean Section)
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c)

d)

e)

£)
g)
h)
1)

The bearing of the leadership principle upon
erininal responsibility of Nazi leaders
(completed in Central Eurcpean Section)

The Nez: conspiracy to deonirate Cemiany and the
w rld (Central European Section)

The validlty of Nuzi legisliction (Central
FEuropean Section)

‘The ﬁﬁrga of June 1924 (appended)
Seonomic crimés (Central European Secticn)
etor erimes (Central Europcan Section)

GCoeringta Art Activities (appended)
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I. DOMESTIC CLIIES

A. (Crimes committed through the Prussian Pollice, in particular

taie Gestapo

l. (Crimes comnltted

Crimes for which Hanmianm Goerlng can be indicted include
the following acts:

Arrest, without bringing to trial, of pclitical op-
ponents, such as Communists and Soclal Democrats;

‘Keepling such persons in concentration cauaps for an
indefinite time: :

Putting persons in concentration canps and detaining them
there after they had been acquitted by the court, or
after they had served tuhelr legal penalty;

Ma ltreatnent, throuph physical abuse, torture, mental
cruelties, and sinilar nmeans, of persons before or after
‘delivery to concentration ca:ps; '

Killing of persons, elther outside concentration camps
(e.5., when arrested and allegedly resisting arrest or
attenpting to escape, or during interrogations in police
heoadquarters) or during detention in camp,

Specific cases 1n which such crimes occurred, with names
of viectius, description of clrcumstances, and indication of

availghble evidenéa, w1l be supplied,l

2. Criminal responsibility .

Goering's responsibility derives fron his position. It

is C5rroborated by his own statenents and adnissions,

I

ee special memo:: "Vlolatlion cf Domestlec Geran Law, "

SECRET
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a. Jurisdictlional responsibllit:-

Goering was appointed Prussian liinister of the Interior
on 30 January 1933. As such, he was also chief of the Prussian
Police from the day of his ajpointment until 17 June 1936, when»
police affalrs were taken over by ﬁhe Heleh and were no longer
under the Jjurisdiction of the various Stateé.l

As police chief, Geoering's Jurisdiction was linited
to Prussia, which was, howavér, the largest and most populous
state in the HReich.

llost of the :2rines referged to ebove, under L, 1, were
committed b members of the Secret State Police (Gehcims

Staatspoilzel or Gestapo), a seperate tranch of the *russian

Police whilch Goerin; created irmediately following his appoint.
ment as Prussian Interior Winister.® The Gestapo was formally
organizgdvbﬁ a Prusaian law of 26 Aprill 1933 and an cxecutive
dacree by Goering ol the seame date.d These legilslative acts,
together with subsequent lews and decrees, aniong which she

law of 10 February 936 and the executive decres of “he

T ESIeT concerning the Esseblishment of a Chief of the German
Police :n the Reich Interior ilinistey, 17 June 1938 (RGBL.,
I, 487). '

2. See lHernann Goering: Aufbau einer dation (Berlin, 1934), in
partictlar pp. 37«88: "ror weeks I personally wocrked con this
transformation and eventually created myself, upcn ry own
initiative andducislon, tihe Secret 5State Pollice (ff{ice, that
institution of vhich tiwe onenies of the stats are so ~ch
afraid...."

3. Preussiscis Cesotzessaunilung, 19533, p. 122; linisteorialblatst
fuer Ji¢ innare VYerwaltungs, 1253, I, 503,
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same datel finally regulated the matter, establlshed lhe ﬁestapc
as a soparabe branch of the police, lumediately under Goering
as "CHief of the Secret Stata Police” (art. 2 of the law of.
10 February 1836). Thess acts assigned to the Gestapo the
very broadly defined functlons of a political police (art.
1 of the sae law: Minvestipation and suppression of all
tendencies cndangering the State"), transferred to 1t the
adminiﬁtration of the conceﬁ:ration ca:ps (art. 2, para. 4,
of execubtiv: decree of 10 February 1956), conferred upon it
broad juriadictional powers over other authorities, gave it
a separate budget (art. 1% of the seue decrase), and exempted
measures ani decisions of the Gestapc Ifrom Judicial review
(art. 7 of the law of 10 Februery 1936). Direct management
of the Gestapo was undertaken by the Deputy Chief (art. g;
para. 2, of the same law), & poéition neld first by Diels,
and after 20 April 1934 by Helinrich Hirmler, who, until
17 June 1935 when the entire Reich police was put undsr his
1mmed1ube.direotion, acted in Prussia under Goering.z

All the decrses and laws referred to, which bear on

Goeringts jurisdictional responsibility, are published in

I Preussi:che Gesatzessarmlung, 1936, pp. 21-22,

©. TVetlells on the structure oi the Gestapo may be found in
& separate paper on the Jurisdictional responsibility of
the Gestapo. .
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official stztute books which have thie Torce of evidence in
court. Vo Murther evidence to thls effect is necassarynl
Goering's responsibllity for the activities of the
Prugsian Gestapo derives from the fect that he was its leadeﬁa
It would be up to him to prove tnat in a specific cese the
c¢rine committed by the Gestapo and within the framswork of
its usual activities was against his orders or diirectives.
On the contrary, 1t can be showa from a nunber of statements
nade by Goering hiuself that he assumed specific rosponsibllisy
for whatsver the Gestapeo, and evan more gensrally the police
83 such, including its other braiches, dic under his
Jurisdietion.

t. Goering's own admissioie

The statenents rnade by Gooring reveal that he not only
knew ané approved of whatever ths police cid but even admonilshed,
axhortod, and ordered his subordilnates to cormit criiilnal actas
for which he declared himself ready to tale full end porsonal
Tesponsibuility.

In his Aufbau eilner Nation, quoted above, Goering

stated thet he himself gave the pclice the order to proceed
Viclently against Communista'and liarxists, assuring the reckless
of his protection while threatening lenlent officials with

dlsmisssl .9 Ile continued: "At that tiie I declaied buefore

T Mhe concapt of leadership responsibility according to Nazi
thecries and practice has been treateq in a separase paper,
See special paper on Wudicial lNotice in Gerar and French law."

-0.2 Y P—-}-E. ? p o 860
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Crocusnids of recial conrades: Eacn ullet whlch ncy lewves
e barre.. of e police i is my Lullét, If this te called
turder I Lave been a rmurderer; I have ordered all tlis,

I baclk it up, I take full responsibllity for 1t and I ar not
afraid,”l He stated that through the vast net of irfornation

€2rvices of the Gestapc he was "delly, one sould alzost s Y

>

bourly" informed about the last details of what hagpened in

Prussia.z
g 1 dn ’p‘;"o _86"'879

Tr Fhe 14eht of these very fronk statemnats, 11 seans tiat
reports oa ceriain cther statements in 'he Dritish press

of Fatruery 1933 are credlivle. Cosering is repo - ted Lo have
istued & secret order to tae police, according: to wiich

"tie eetivities of subverslve orpanizat:ons ere ... tc be
combatted with the most drastic methods.... Police officars
whe in the execution of thase dutles usc thelr fivegrms will
be surperted by me without regard for tiwe effect of their
stcta; on the other hand, officers who Tail froa false
cerigiderateness nay expect disciplinary measures ..., '
Every official must constantly bear in nind thas failure to
act is more serious then errors coimititnd in aciing, " .
(ILoenden Times and sanchaster Guardian, 221 Februiry 1833).
AEcUT The sane time, durin;; ar e&ddress o high police offi-
clals, after enjoining strictest secrecy, bec&uis he knew
thet 1zany of his instruetions "conflieted with tne present
rights and laws of the Reich and 1ts menber staziss,”

Geerlng is supposed to have assurcd "every offi:ial who
fcllows my Iinstructicns may be sure of ny absclite rrotection.
It 13 not his business to ask if his of.’ice may not be found
.gullecy afterwards of transgﬁagsing the Gonstitu;i??, There
will De no attorney and no juépe %o punish  an »Cficial -
For folTeoTng tha'%éw Course." € 0130 stress:d Lhat it
V&S not the business of tiic police to inquire inato vhat
happened in thie SA headquartcrs: "Even if weapons are

plled mountain-high in these houses, no police offlcial has
anything to seek there” (llancliester Guardian, 27 Petruary 1333),
Thus, in additlon to acts of commlission. Goerin: tormitted
crines by okission, by prevonting the nollce from fulfilling
1ts duty to protect persons apainst attecks by she fA,
Ibid,., p. 88.

oo
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Discussing the conecentration camps, Goering staled

- thet immediately upon thiir estalllishuent thousunds of

political opponents were arrested and placsd there without

Srial. Hs sd:itted tﬁat gueh "exceases” as beatings and other

brutalitiecs had occurred and that ewven innocent persons had

fror time to time been affected.’” le concluded with s

statenent that in Prussis he, and he alone, bore responsibility:
"Here, the purest kind of leadership principle was introduced."2

Similar stetements may be found in Yoering's speeches.
He spid tne following at Frankfurt a.li., on 3 larch 1933:

These pentlenen must understand one thing: I have no
intention to conduct a nere defensive fight in the
bourgeois manner and vii th bourgeois tinmldity. No, I

will cive the sipgn to attuclk on the whole line, Iy
ressrres will not be sicidled over by any lepalistic
doubts. Nor will they be slcklled over by bureaucratic
hegitancy. lHere, it is not justice viliich 1 hawve to
exercise: here I have only to annihilate and to destroy ~
nothing €188-,... And you, messieurs Commurists, in order
that you may draw no false conclusions, lmew that I with
my Brownshirts an carrying on a fifnt te the death and in
this firht I will put my fist in your necks .... I an
not ¢isturbed when certain ceritlcs sanctinonlously exclte
thenselves over the measures which I have tcken and cry

aloud for more justice. I ucasure with tuc Lieasures.d

In a speech before Prussian Pollce officials, Berlin
. 7 Pebruary 1933, he sald:

You ghall acti that 1s always better than inaction. In
this case, if you follow 1y prineiples, youv shall be

B Mbta. b 9Te _
S  Translated from Erich Gritzbach {ed.): Hermann Gosring,
Roden- und Aufsaetze (lunich, 1942), pp.27-28.
\
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packed up by me fully and enblrely. And heve ny doubt
coout this: As long as poasible we Intend to aaply
crdingiy means, but 17 condltious require 4, w3 shall
1.se all means and we shal . nst hesitate to use the

reaviest woapons."l

. He %old an Essen sudionce in Uareh 1933:

T anm told that I oupriht tc set the pelice to vork, Cer-
tainly I shall sei the polica to work and ruthlessly
wherever anyone attenpts o liarm the Germar neople.

Put I refuse to ad it that the police is a trcop for

the protection of Jewish stores. No, the prolice protects
unyone who walks honestly in Uermany; but the pclice ie
not thers to protect usurers.... The accourt rhall be

settled.2

T would rather shoot, sonetines toc short or tco far
provided only I shoot.d

Thet detention in ccneentrratlion cerps was conslidered as

8 means of "punishment," whenever tie law ltself c¢id not provide

legal penalties, is shown by a statsment contained in a speech

In which CGoering spoke of vivisection:

I have forbidden vivisecticn in Prussia witly imediante
effect and have put it under punishment, that 13, for
the time being., and until the law itself puis it under
severe nenalty, under the punishment of beirg threwn
into concentration canp.

Goering stressed the importance of the Gestepc In & speech

te the Frusslan State Council, 18 June 1934:

1

hat importance tlie new state attributes tc this new

institution you may see from the fact that tho [inister
Tresident (l.e., Goerlng) has put this brarch o adnin-
istration dlrectly under himselfl, tecause cf the funda-
nentel importance .of observing all tendenci!es wiich are

bid., p. 17.

Joslicischer Begbaghter, 12-13 March 1933,

2: agf;‘{_;f‘urger w, 12 March 1933 (qr.oted in N.H, Baynee s
:asda‘o"l%p“e;'e'cb", , 28 Augvit 1933 {Gritzbach, om eit., p. 84),

A ey

n
e
L]
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directed agalnst the new state,l

On the other hand, Gouaring once expressly stated
that killing was lswful only after "due procecs of law" and
thus appeared to condemn as illegal the acts for which he
had declared he would take f{ull responsibility:

1iay everybody, friend or foe, know that in Gcmany a

man is put to death oaly after the court has sentenced

hia to death and the #ihrer has confirmed the senuences.

In Gernany only one nua decldes over life and deauh:

the Mihrer. Nobody else has such a right. Anybody,

any agency, vwhether of state or Party, Intrudes upon

. the nost sacred right of the Plhrer if it would

intrude here .o.."

These statements have been published in the daiiy press
or in books publisted in Gernany. If contested, witnesses
who can testify as to the aciual making of oral stdtemenxs
or the reliability of the printed source will have to Le
supplied. If possible, wltnasses who can confirm that
Goerirg made the alleged conZidential statements.referred
to in ~ootnote 1 p. b asbove should be locked for among higher
Prussian police officials in office durling early 19335,

3, Motlves for the crimes committed

Goering's pclitical. motives in committing the crines
dealt with here are clear. O3Suppression of political
opposition by force and viclence was one of tle cardinal

pointe of the Hazi conspiracy to selze power in Gernany, and

I Gri%zbachn, pp. 102-100. _
2. Spoech at Vienna, 26 larch 1938 (Gritzbach, op, cit.,
Pr. 350 £f.). e

SECRET
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the one which they started to Inplement and act upon £8

soon as they came to power,l This political motivaticn is
alsc apparent from such of Goering's own statements as the

one quotsd above ("I ... an carrying on a fight to the

death and in this fight I will put my £ist in jour necks," etc.).
That all of Goering's actlons at that time were motivated

by his desire to favor his own party and combat the opposition
by "measuring with two measures" can be seen from an Fxecutive
Decree of 10 February 19532 whica Goering as Prussian liinister
of the Interior 1ssued in connection with a Reich decree of

4 February 1933.5 The latter had provided for sharp restrictions
- Of the freedom of speech, assembly, and the press. In his
eXecutive decree Goering directed the authorities subordinatgd
to him to apply this decree in a way which would "take into
consideration the motives and alms behind contraventions";

he rade clear what he meant by this when he continued to
©xplain that the lleich decree was not intended to "creute
Obstacles to parts of the population which are backing the
government of national resurrection.” This meant ordering

the police and other authorities to epply the decree only
&géinat opposition parties, a directive clearly violating

the then st111 existing principle of the TVeimar Constitution

toncerning equality before the law., It 1s evidence of

I- See special paper on the Nazl conspirscy,
2. inisterialblatt fuer die preussische innere Verwaltung,
0. 8B, ‘
3. Decree of the Meich Presidens for tie Protection of the
Gernian People, 4 Pebruary 1953 (RGBl., I, 35),
SECRET
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Goering's political motivation of nmeasures resorted to in
his official capacity,

4. Law applicable

German criminal law valid at the time of the commission

of such amcts contains penal provisions applicable to them,

These include:

Homicide (Verbrechsn und Vergehen wider das Leben,

art., 211-222 of the Gernan Penal Code), including first
degree rmrder (art. 211l: WVer vorssetzlich einen llenschen
toetet, wird, wenn er dle Tat nit Ueherlejung ausgefuehrt
hat, wegen liordes nit dem Tode bestraft), second degree
nurder (art. 212: Yer vorsaetzlich einen llenschen toetet,
wird, wenn er dle Tat nicht nlt Ueberlepung ausgefuehrt
hat, wegen Totsclilages nilft Zuchthaus nicht unter fuenf
Jahren bestraft), manslaughter (art. 222: iler durch
Fahrlaessigkeit den Tod eines l.enschen verursacht, wird
mit Gefaengnis bils zu drei Jahren bestraft);

Assault and battery (Koerperverletzung, art. 2235-233

of the Gernan Penal Code), e.g., art. 223: \Ver vorsaetze
lich einen andern koerperlich misshandelt oder an der
Gesundheit beschaedipgt, wird wegen Koerperverletz

mit Gefaengnils bls zu drei Jahren oder mit (eldstrafe

bis zu eintausend Jlark beatraft.

Crines infringing upon personal liberty (Verbrechen
und Vergehen wider dle persoenliche Freiheit, art.
234-241 of the CGerman Penal Code), e.g., art. 239,
per. 1: Wer vorsaetzlich und widerrechtlich einen
Menschen einsperrt oder auf eine andere Vleise des
Gebrauches der perscenlichen Freiheit beraubt, wird
mit Gefaengnils oder mit Geldstrafe bis zu zweitausend

lMark bestraft.
Such other provisions as, e.;. slander and libel
(Belaidigung, art., 185 - 200 of the Geran Penal Code, my also

be a@pplicable. liany of the provisions referrcd to are

SECRET
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qualified if committed by officials (Verbrechen und Vergehen
im Amte, art. 331-359).

The problem arises as to the validity of certain laws
and decrees enacted by the Nezis which, explicitly or im-
plicitly, exempt cértain agenclies like the Géstapo from the
legal limitations of the penal law, such as those begarding
personzl liberty. This problem will be taken up in a separate
Study on the validity of Nazi laws,I

S. Comument

Evicence with respect to Goering's crininal resporisi-
bllity for domestic crimes committed through the Prussian
police, in partlcular the Gestapo, is stronger than in most
other counts for his indictment. Cases of specific acts
Committed in the materlal time abound. They are clearly
11legal, at lcast as far'as victinms have been killed of
Otherwise naltreated, according to Gerian penal law valid
et the material time. Goering's responsibility is utterly
¢lear from decreeé and similar docunments as well as his
Own statements, His riotives are likewise clear.

One particular defense on Goering's part might,
however, be anticipated. It relates to the jurisdiction
of the court over the type of crines here dlscussed, The
I ™icTation of Domestic German Lew,"

SECRET
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defense might poasibiy objeet to a non-German court assuming
Jurisdiction over crimes cormmitted in Gormany agoinst German
nationals by a Gernan. In rabuttel, it night be stated that
the court, composed by nmembers of tihie four occupying powers,
exercized those sovereipgn rights of jurisdiction in Germany

which have been transferred %o the four occupylng vowers

by the fact of debellatio. (3ee the Four Power Declaration

published 6 June 1945 concerning the four occupying powerst
assumption of full governmental authority over Germany, including
all powers possessed by the Reich government and any state,
municlpal,.or local authority. This declaration would seen

to include judleial powers.) The court would thus conati;

tute an agency of the actual soverelgns of Germany, i.e,,

in effect be & "German" court.

B. Crimes committed in connectlion with the purpge of June 1934

l. Crimes cmmnitted'

In the period of 30 June to 2 July 1934, & nmunber of
persons were put to death without resort toc hormel rorms of
erininal procedure by order of the lNazi Govermment, partly
by the polide, partiy by the SS and other Party forations.
The victinms were largely SA leaders and other members of the

Nazi Party but included a nunber of non=-Party fipures drawn
particularly from conservative and Catholic clreles, Somne

SECRET
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were shot followin; summary trials by iupro vised courts
martial. Others were shot without even the formi of a

trial. Among the victius were a nunber who were put to death
in Berlin and othcr Prussien places. These included (all
non-Party flgures):

linisterial Pirector Nr. Erich Klausener, lcader of
Catholic Action in Gernany

Edgar Jung, a friend of Fritz von Papen
SenZor Counclllor von Dose, likewise a friend of von Papen

von Detten, nead of the Vffice for Relipgious Peace in
Ge:many

Gregor Strasser, former collaborator of Ilitler who had
broken away from the riovement prior to 1933

Dr. Voss, Strassert's lawyer
Details cohcsrning these cases, including particular
circumstunces of thelr death, naiies of witnesses, etc., are
%o be found in a special paper on crimes comitted during
the June 1934 purge.
2. Goering's responslbility

a. Positions held reletive to crimes involved

Goering, who played a major role in the suppression
of the alleged "treasonable consplracy," owed this role
meinly to his position as high Party leader and perscnal

friend of Hitler, but also to his officilal position as

SECRET
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Minister President (since 11 April 1933) and police chief
(since 30 January 1933) of Prussia., That is why Hitler,
who went to liunich to take charge of the purge there per-
sonally, gave Gooring the comnlssion to take corresponding
measures in Berlin and elsewliere in frussia,

Evidence: Hitler's speech before the German Reichstag
on 13 July 1934, in vhich he sourht to render account for
the measures taken, and in which he stated the following:l

"leanwhile liinister President Goering had previously
received from me the cormisgsion that if I proceeded
to apply & purge he was to take similar nmeasures at
once in Berlin and in Pruasla, "ith an iron fist he
beat down the attack on the National Socialist State
before &£ could develop.”

b. Goering's own statenents

Goering himself confirmed having received and carried
out tnis cormission, and adnitted that he had proceeded on
his own responsibility to extend it in the dlirection of in-
creased severity against such non-Part) {igures as Genersl
von Schleicher, killed on 30 June. In a statement to the

press on 2 July, he sald:

Seversl days ago, he (l.e. Hitler) gave me the order
to attack (zuschlagen) upon his watchword; he thus
conferred executive power upcn me .... 1 have ene—
larged my cormission ("ich habe meine Aufpabe
erveltert") and carried a strolte also aga?nsE these
Balcontente (i.e., Schleicher, et, al.),.2

I TransTation from Baymes: llitler's Speeches, vol. 1 p. 321
2. Frankfurter Zeitung, 2 July 1934, ’ ’
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It thus appears that, Goering himself assuned wholesale
responsibilicy for what had happened in Prussia, his sphere
of jurisdiction. This overall assumption of responsibility
would seem to put the burden of ;xoof on him in case he
should contest his responsibilit; for one or the other
specific case. This is shown by his own aduission that
"excesses" had occurred for which those responsible should
be punighed; 1in a spsech before the Prussian chief prosecutors
on 12 July 1934, he stated:

Insofar, and if, however, excesses have occurred,

they must be punished without conslderation of

person.

Thus, except insofar as they 1ay have been spcelfically
disavowed and puniehed, all actions tuken in connection with
the purge of 1934 in Prussia are clearly Goering's responsibility,

3. liotives for the crimes connitted

If it should be decided that Goerinp is to be indlcted'
for the assassinations of the non-lazis involved, the notiva-
tion for the cri..e cormitted would have to be established in
each specific cese. Thils would be fairly easy in the cases
of the friends of von Papen, such as Jung, who had bcen
the author of von Papen's lMarburg speech, a speech whiich hagd
sncountered the anger of the leading Nézi group,

.

1. Qucted in Gottfried Neesse: Das Gesetz zur Sicherung
der von Partei und Staat (DrGS&Gn,‘lgﬁu), D. 83.
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4. Law applicable

The acts comiitted are punishable as mufder accordin:
to art., 211 of tiic Germun Penal Code, unless they were legally
Justiried by the law of 3 July 1934,l which declared that
measures taken on 30 June, 1 July, and 2 July 1934 in order
to repress treasonable attackslwera "Justified by u state

of necessity" ("sind als Staatsnotwehr rechtens"). This

Question will be discussed below,

5. Rebuttal of a possible defense

It may be presumed that the defense will bring forward
the following plea, in an attenpt to prove that Goering's
ctlons during the material time were legally Jjustified.

According éo offiéial explanation at that time,2 the
Purgs action had been undertaken in represslon of a treason-
8ble attempt on the part of those persons shot, which could
be Suppraessed only by resort to direct action. This alleged
Self-defonse agalnst ; forcible overthirow of the lazl regime

was, moreover, declared as legally valid and Jjustified through
the act, adopted by the Reichstag after this body had heard
Hitlertg explanation, which has been referred to above and
‘Which declared all measurss taken for the repression of
treascnable attacks as "justified through necessity.”

This plea can be refuted by proving that the specific

Io RGE] oy II;-.BE o

€. See Hitler's Reichstag speech quoted sbove.

SECRET



- 17 - SECRET

cases for which Goering will be indicted in this connection
had nothing to do with the alleged ireasonable conspiracy
but were cases in which the purge action was taken as nerely
an advantageous occasion to get rid of certain political
opponents. It would thus appear unnecessary to prove that
the alleged conspiracy dld not exist, or that the Act of
2 July 1934 cannot be considered as valid, or at least as
able to excuse the defendentol It appears from the text of
this law ("measures for the repression of treasonable acts,"
l.e., not measures not connected with the alleged treason)
as well as Coering's statement concerning "excesses" which
should be punished,2 that the excuse was put forward only
for acts cormected with the "conspiracy." In the other cases
_of deaths occurring during the purge the official explanation
was either suicide or forcible resistance to arrest.®

The prosecution wlll therefore merely have té show
&) that in the speciflc case there was neither sﬁicide ner
" an attempt on the part of the victim to resist arrest, und
b) that the killing was in the specific case rctivated by
certain political reasons. (Both these points will be ¢i 8=

cussed in a special paper on the June 1934 purge.)

I

On the valldity of the excuse based upon the 2 July law,
see speclal paper on validity of Nazl laws.

See above.
See special paper on the June 1934 purge.

€20 B
°
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6o Comment

ir Goering 1is torbe indicted for lhis participation in
e June 1934 eventis it would appear desirable zo select for
the indietment & case¢, or such cases, wvhich moat cléarly'show
the ﬁotiVG of the crinme and in which witnesses for the actual
comission of the cwrime including all surrounding circumstances
are st111 avallable. The best case would seem to be that of
the murder of Klausener. Reference is nade to the appended
memn on the June 1934 purge, especlally pp. 8-9,

C. Participation in #ntl-Jewish Persecution

1. Crimes Committed

Tha crimes in this category comprise the whole range
of persccutions wnich, according to a precuncelved plah,
resulted in the physical extermination of a2 large part of
Gersan and non-German European Jews, The crimes include
the various acts =-- ranging from YXibel and battery to

outripght rurder -- through whilch this progran was exccutod. t

The specific ceases of such acts, with names of victims,

deseripticn of circumﬁtances, and indications of available
evidence will be supplled.

2. Goering's Respousibllity

Gooring's responsibility for what the llazl regine did
to Jews is founded upon two kinds of action: the first was
his participation as a leading menmber in the rnovernent wihich

conceived and systematically put Into practice the plan to

b 11 "
I S6e Special merio: "The Persecubion of tie Jews.
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destroy the Jsws; the othor was his more specific partici-
pation in what may be called the economic gnnihllation of

the Jews, which preceded physical annlhilation as a prepara-

tory neasure.

2. Responsibility for Economic Annihilation

Goeringt's responsibility in this respect derlves (a)
from his position as high Party leader and Frussian police
chief, and (b) from his position as Cormissioner for the
Four Year Plan, to uwhich he was appointed by a decree by
litler of 18 October 19.’56.1

Econoriic measures desipned to deprlve Jews of the
poasibility of engaging in buslness activities, to deprive
tuem of their property, and to aclileve similar purposes
began with the Nazl-arranged boycott of Jewish businesses
on 1 April 1933. Hers, Guering contributed tc its success
by preventing the ‘russian police from protecting Jewish
Property against the attacking SA. Goerlng's aduission of
having restrained thc police has been quoted above in connghtion
with a discussion of hls crimes as chief of the police.2
In addition, pictorial evldence frou a contemporary Naéi
newsreal is availablo.

Later neasures were rainly in the form of dgcrees

enacted by Goering in his capaclty as Corm:ilssioner for the

L. RGEBEL. I, 887,
2, Tes above, I, A,»z; b.
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Four Vear Plan., The decree of 18 October 19361 conferred
upon Goering almost unlinited authority to take any measures
la thoe 1214 of cconerny. Amonp the dearees issued by

Goering on the basls of this authorization are the following:

Decree of 26 April 1938,2 enjoining Jews to subnit a
conplate inventory of thelr propasrties and to register

it. This was preparatory to nore outripgat steps of
expropriation, ,

Three deerees enacted on 12 November 1938,2 following a
Nazi arranged anti-Jewish pogrom of 11 November 1938,
Ryidence that this pogrom was carefully "arranged™

by the highest Nazi leadership 1s evallable. It vms

used in order to start a concerted aetlon of finally _
eliminating Jews from any commercilal, professional, and
34imilar activities in which they were 8till allowed fto
engage. One decree lmposed a "fine" of one billion
Reichsmarks upon German Jews, because of thelr alleged
collective responsibility for the murder, by a Polilsh

Jew, of a member of the German Embassy at Paris; vhich

nad preceded the pogrom. The second decree obllged Jews
who had suffered property damage through the pozrom, to
repair it at thelr own exvense, and confiscated their
insurance claims in favor of the Reich. The third decree,
the most far-reaching, provided for the elimination of
Jews from economic activities, enjoining them; for lustance,
to close retail shops and handicraft establishmoiits and
forbidding them to open such businesses. These measures
were later extended to other economic actlvities, .
4 second decree gpncerning property registration,; of

24 Wovember 1938f~ enabled various minlsiries to tole
meagures necessary to safeguard the utilizatlon (Einsatz)
of registered Jewish property "in accordance with the
interests of German economy® This zct lad To & decree

by Frick, on the basls of which Jews could be obliged

by the authorities to cease business activitles which they
were still allowed to engage in at that time.0

A third decree concerning property registration, of

20 _ROR1,, ¥, 414,

50 RG’Bl-, I, 1579"’15810

¢, RoB1., I, 1668. ,

5. Decree of 3 December 1938 (RGBL., I, 1709).
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21 Feoruary 19591'placed an obligation upon Jews to
Geliver pold, silver, and other valuables to certaln
Relch agencies which could "buy" them at a price

fixed at their dlscretion. 2
Two decrees concerning war damage compensation” deprived
Jews of clelms to such compensatlon,

Goering is further responsible for a decree issued
under his suthority by Koerner, one of his delegates in the
Four Year Plan 0ffice. Thls decree regulated labor conditions
of Jows conscripted for slave labor in a discriminatory
and exploitabive nenners:

ke

Decree of & Octozer 1941  and executive decree of

%1 October 1941,% stipulating that Jews sent to work

by the authoritles were under speclal legal and factual

condltions, which then were fixed in detail,

These measurcs were oxtended to whatever country the
Nazis invaded, anncxed, or occupied. Thus, Goering is
responsible for the following decrees:

Austria

Decree concoerning property reristration of Jews of
26 April 1938.°

Decree of same date prohlblting transfer of titlaes

HGBL., L, 482. : ,
Decrees of 30 November 1940, (RGBL., I, 1547), and 20 J :
(RGBl.,, LI, 437). A ’ uly 1.
RGBl., I, 675.

HGBJ- LS ] I » 681 L]
RGBL., I, 414; similarly for the Sudetenland is the decree

of 12 December 1938 (RGBL., I, 1703).
RGBl., I, 415.

O UhG W
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Polznd

Decree of 17 September 1939 which permitted confiscation
of the property of Polish Jews in Poland and in CGreater
Geriunye. ;

Yuroslavie

Decree of 25 liay 1941, which froze all Jewlish accounts
and assets and authorized Goering's Delepate General
for Scrbilan Leonomy to take executory measures,

b, CGeneral responsibllity for anti-Jewlsh policies

Most of the nonweconomic measures taken against Jews
cannot be dircctly assipgned to Goéring in any one of his
adminlstrative capacities. Thers 1s, however, an over-all
responsibility which derives from his general position in
the Nazi movement and the Perty. His statemente show that
he approved of the Nazl. anti-Semitlic progrum as a whoie and
that he used all his power and influence to contribute to
its execution, |

Thus, in his Aufbau einer Nation,® after having stated

the Nazi theory on Jews and Jewry in its usual form, he

continues:

The solution of the Jewish question has not yst been
reached., "hatdver has happened so far has been done
in a state of necessity in the intercst of our ocwn
people; it was a reactlon against the ruln which this
race has brought upon us.

I, WGBl., L, 1270. =Extended to the Protectorate of Bochenia and
Moravia by decree, llkewise signed by Goering, of the same

date (Verordnunpgsblatt des Reichsprotektors, 25 October 1940).
g“ Verordrunpsbla es aerbeiehlshabers in Serblen, 1941,
s P, 9l '
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In 1835 Coering, in his capacity as President of the
Relchstag, was instrumentai Iin having the so-called Nurenberg
Race Laws adoptéd by that body. In a speech before the Relchsta;
In which he advocated the passage of these bills, he sald:

God has created the races. Ie did not want equality,

and therefore we energetically reject any attenpt to

falsify the concept of race purity by making it
equivalent with racial equallty.... This equality does
not exist. e have never accepted such en idea, and
therefore we must reject 1t in our laws likewis@o,...

Immediately after tlio Anschluss Goering, in a speech
at Vienna on 26 larch 1938, denied Vienna the right to call
itself & "German city" because of the great numbar of Jews
living there: "Where there are 300,000 Jews, ona cannot speak
of a German city.," He emphasized tlat Vienns had to become a
German city again. "by which he meant tihe eliminatlion of the
Jews:' But this, he stated, rwuust not be done by "wrong steps
or stupid re asures" but "entirely systematlcally and with de-
liberation," "As Comuissioner for the Four Year Plan, I
therefore cormalssion the feich Governor in sustria together
with the Reich Plenipotentiary to take quistly all measures
Ascessary for the expert transformaticn of the Jewish ecohomy,

1.0, tha'Aryanization of business and econonic life, and to

2xecute this prograr. according to the laws but without nercy.n?

1. Speach of September 15, 1935 (translated from Gerd Ruehle:
Das Dritte Relch, vol. 1835, Berlin 1936, p., 257).
2, TWransiated from Gritzbach, ops clt., pp. 348-49,
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It would appear that on the basls of the nmeasures
actually tuken by Goering In the economic field and on the
basis of his general participation in the top leadership which
planned and orpganized the entire anti-Jewish program, his
responsibility for specific crimes cormitted in the course
of the execution of thls progran can be assumed as long as
he is not able to prove that in a specific case he di sapproved
and tried to countermand the act.

3. Law applicebls

Insofur as the acts were committed in Germny, German
law 1s applicable. Reference is r:ade %c detalls given above
under 1, A, 4., Insofar as acts occurred outside Germany, for
instance in Poland where many rurders of Jews ﬁere perpetrated,
the penal law valid in the country concerned would seen ap-
Pllcable to those lLumediately co.mitting tlie cri:e tirere,

43 far as the planners and orguni§ers are concerned,.it wouid,
however, appear justified to apply German penal law to them,
since the 1iajor plans snd policies were devlséd in Germ ny.
Goering belongs to these planners and organizers,

4. Comment,

While Goering's responsibility for economic neasures
taken ageinst Jews is clear from the laws and decrees isgued
under his own signeture, these measures in themselves are not
80 easily defined as punlshable crines. In order to convict

Goering on thie count of anti-Jewish measures, 1t would soem
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to be necessary tc indict hin for his participation in
devising and exscuting the over-all prog}am of extermination
of Jews. \hmsevher the anti-Scmitlc statements quoted‘above
would in themselves be sufficient for such conviction seems
doubtful, If possible, additlonal evldence as to his pgrti-
cipation in the over-all planning should be looked for,
Goering hii:iself now claims that, althourh certain‘maasures
egainst Jews were necessary, he dlsapproved of later, radical
measures (See Interrogation LY Seventh Army Interrogation

Center, 19 ifay 1945},
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II. CRIMES CONNECTED 'WITH THR CCHDUCT OF T'E VAR

(I:ILITARY OPERATIONS)

A. TIndiscriminate Bombing

1. Crimes connected

A great number of perzons were killed and 1njured end
Properties were destroyed or damaged in connection with tlie
Indilserininate bombing of non-military objectives by Goering's
Luftwaffg, Exanples of this type of action are the bLoxbing
Of Warsaw in September 1939, of lotterdan in Ma; 1940, and
of numerous English cities, above all London, from: the swier
of 1940 on.

Specific cases in which civilians were killed during
Such raids should be listed, with indicatiocn of exact cire
Cumstances, evidence, etc. For instance, if thc Rotterdam
Ineident should be selected for indictment, it would be
néceasary to provide for the following evidence:

Exact tine and duration of the attack

Exact tine of the coming Intc “orce of the cease-fire

agreement said to have preceded the attack

Pergonalities of “Yuteh citizens killed in the attack,

including naies of witnesses of deaths, etc,
Exact clrcumstances of tihie death of persons killed

in the attagk.
2. Goeringcts responsibility

In order to prove Goering's respansibility'for such
8¢ts two differcnt things must be sliown:
a) His participation in the planning and exscution of
apggressive and indiscriiinate air warfare, and
b) His jurlsdictional responsibllity for ths bombard-
ment in the specific case for which he 1s indicted,
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&, Participstiocn in planning snd over-all operation

iiis responsibllity In this respect derives frou .8
©offlicial posltions and can. also be corroborated by his
8tatenents,

i, Official positions

Goering, entrusted by Ilitler with serial rearmament,
l.e., the creation of the Luftwalfe and the preparation of
8ir warfare, upon the lazist accession to power was firsg
ade Heich Commissar for Aviation (2 February 1933) then
Reich liinister for Aviation (5 Hay 1933), a position'created
as of that date. Upon its face, this ministry was supposed
to deal with civil aviation only, in view of the fact that
the dlsarmasent stipulations contained in the treaty of
Versailles had not yet been openly denounced. After the
rspudiation of ti.ese stipulatlons 1n liarch 1935, Goering
Was nade Comnander of the Air Forces (1 larch 1935), in
which capacity he created tho tremendous air force Germany
Posgessed at the ocutbreak of t.e war,

1i. Goering'!'s statements

Statements show that prior to the war Goeringrs
fctivites ‘were dirccted toward creating a weapon, not for .
dafénse, but for aggressive alr warfare. Thus, on the
.CGccasion of the swearing-in of 1,000 Alr PForce officers in
Berlin on 20 liay 1936, he said:

SECRET



- 28 - SECRET

I repeat: I Intend to create a Luftwaffe which, 1f the
hour shoeuld strike, shall Lurst upon the foe like a
chorus of rovenge (wie ein Chor der Rache)., The

enerry :must have a feéling of belnp lost already
before even having fought....l

An indieation of Goering's intention to use the Aip
ForceAas an instrument of wholesale destruction of the enemiesg?
citles is contained in tie Naz!l moving picture, Feldzug in
Polen, which should be produced.as evidence. This picture,
which describes thie German campalign in Poland in September
1839, concludes with scenes of the bonbing of Varsaw, Toward
the end Goering's voice is heard, vhereupon the picture fades
out into en imaginary bonbardment of London.

b. ' Responsibility for speclific cases of bombardrents

Goering's position as Commander in Chief of the German

Alr Force would seen to prove prima facle that he ordered

extensive aerial operations such as the "Battle of London"
or an entire caupaign, vhich covld only constitute part »f
the over-all operational planning of the war, Thus, if -
crire s connected with such campaigns be selscted for
indictment, no furthcr immediate proof would seem to be re-
quired on the part of the prosecution,

On the other hand, 1f cascs connected with individual
incidents not forming part of an over-all cu paign, such as
the bombing of Rotterdain, be selected, additional proof
Would be required to the effect that Gooring actually ordered
I TransTated frou Grltzbach, op. cit., 242,
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the bombardment. Witnesses and/or documents proving suca

orders should be supplied.

¢c. Weaknesses in evidence concerning responsiitiity

for bombings

If acts connected with real air "caﬁﬁaicns" are selected
for indictment, no difficulty will be encountered with reéard
to proving Goering's responsibility for ordering and operating
the campaipn (see above). In this event, however, the defensé
may be expected to put forward a twofold argunment: In csrtain
cases, such &s the bomblng of Varsaw, that actual bombardments
on the part of the Luftwaffe were limited to military ob-
Jectives or, having coutsined such objectives refused to supr-
render after en ultinatwi, and were borbed only after such
refusal, Second, that in other casesz such as the bombing
of English clties, these bombings constituted permitted
retalliation against indiscriminate bombing of non-r:11itary
objectives first started on the part of tie Allies.

Thus, should acts comnected with such caipaigng be
Selected, both kinds of asscrtion would have (o bLe dlsproved
by corresponding evidence.

On the oth r hand, 1f Individual incldents like Rotterdan
are selected for indictment, 1t has to be proved, firs:,

that ti.e incident occurrcd actually on orders by Goering or
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at least that, knowing c¢f tlhielr preparation, he did not
counterrmand them; this procof would have o be nade through
witnesses frou phrticipants of the bombing force which executed
" the bombiﬁg, cach one testifying to corresponding orders from
superiors, up to Goering. Second, it would have to be proved
that the incident occurred actually after the agreement to
ceass hostilities,

If such evidence can be had, Rotterda: might present
the best case for indictment, because there would be no need
to éhow that the attack as such was illegul, that there was
no "retaliation," etec, Goefing'd stateﬁont to the effect that
the Rotterdar: ire brigade did nothing to prevent the spreading
of the fire (see Seventh Army Interrogation Center, 19 liay 1945},

- would seem tc be lmmaterial as regards his responsibility,

3. Law appllicable

Indictment would be for murder under the penal law
of tho respective country ~- in the csse of Rotterdam, for
instance, the lutcii penal code. Article 25 of the Hague
Rerulations on Land Warfare forbids bombardment, "by whatever
means," of undefended places, and thus prevents such bombard-
ments fro:: being justified by the law of warfare.

B. Use of ¥-weapons

l. Crimes conmitted

Crines cormitted by the use of the so-called V-weapons

toward the end of the war are sinilar to those committed
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through indiscrimlnate bombing. Specific cases cf rurders
committed through the use of the Veweapons should be supplicd,
with the necessary evidence,

.2, Goering's responsibility

Goering, as chief of.the Luftwaffe, was in charge of
the first stage of V-weapon operaticns, namely, those connected
with V-l, the so-called "robot bomber." Later stéges of
V-weapon operations, however, were not under Goering but
under a certain . affon-SS lormation. DLvidence: Available
in Opder-of-Battle Branch of War Department.

Since the first phase of V—weapon_operations was under
Luftwaffe jurisdiction, Goering's over-all responsibility,
&8 in the case of tlic alr-raid caupaiyns, would thereby bhe
established, becausc these operations constituted a long-
range campaign which could not have been plénned and put
into practice without the participation of the chief of the
Luftwaffe. There would be no necessity of showing that
individual bombings were ordered by hini personally,

. Evidence of Goering'!s responslbility for V-weapon

operations msey be found in a British interrogation of a

German Pleld larshall of tlhic German Alr Force, captured

on 4 lLiuy 1945.
3, Law applicable

Reference is made tc what has boen sald In this con-~

fection above .+ V-1, by its verj nature, could technieally
1. TSee IT, K, 3.
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not be utilized agalnst speclfic military objectives and thus
clearly involved indiscrininate bombing,

4, Possllble defense

The defense may be expected to object, however, that
thege weapons werc only used as means of retaliation ("y"

standing for Vergeltunpswafle, reteliation weapon), i.e.,

that their use was justified as retaliation against Allied
‘"terror" bombing of Gernzen cities. This assertion has to be
dlsproved by showing that Allled bombing was itself reteliatory
to the indiscriminate bombing startsd by Goering earlier-in

thie war.

C. Tllegul Treatment of Allied Lilitary Personnel

1. Crines couultted

Nunercus incldents involving trcatnent of Allied nmili-
tary peracngel in violatlon of rules of internationul law,
such as treatnont of prisoners of war in violation of the
Geneva Convention concerning, Prisoneras of Var, have occurred
in the course of the war., A specific instance which might
be used for indictment here concerns tlie shooting and killing
on ordere by Coering, of Allled alrmen who hﬁd_escaped from
a P caiip at Sagran. Evidence in sucn spécific casés should
be.supplied by the Var Criues Comnission,.

2. Goering’s responsibility

In order to indict Geerlny on suc.i counts it is neces-
to prove one of two things. It must be proved either tlet such
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mean.sures were decided upon on the highest level of rmilitary
coramand, iﬁ wilch Uoering took part (e.g., meetings of the
three chiefs of the ﬁigh Comuands of Army, Navy, and aip.
Force, or meetings between Iitler and Goering and possibly
others); or that such measures were resorted to by the
Luftwaffe 1in a way which proves that they resulted from a
general pclicy, 1.6., were not unauthorized incidents.

No such evidence has jyet been supplied.

Indications that Goerlng nay not have been averse to
applying such measures can be had from certain stétementsg.
Thus,in a spesch of 30 January 1943 he sald that the German
soldler fighting in the East "must know that only the prinei-

Ple of brute force (das Gesetz der Haerte), and it alone,

ls here valid."1 In a spesech in 1940 he tureatened to kill
Tifty French siren for each Cerman parachutist who micht
be killed as a war prisoneroz

5. Law apnlicable

If such violations of the rules of war be considered
as punishable crimes to be Imputed tu individuals responsible
for ordering and/or executing then, the law applicable is
either the tlhus newly established internmational rule or the

bPenal law of the cocuntry in which tho crime has been cormitted,

T P 7, 1 Februscy 1945,

2. New York Times, 29 lay 1940,

SECRET



- 54 - SECRET

4. Comaont
<0 far, evidence for Goering's responsibility for sﬁch
acts 1s insufficlent. He should be indicted on such counts
only if two types of evidence are supplied: Pirst, evidence
with regard to actual Incidents, wlth necessary wltncsses,
etc., and seccond, evlidence regarding Goeringis responsliblility,

',aag., orders showing hls implication in the specific act.
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III. CRIMES COMUITTED ACAIEST THE POPULATION OF

OCCUPIED CCUNTRIES

War crimes committed during cccupation ageinst the population

of' Nazi-occupied territory range all the way from such econcmic and
financial measures éa expropriation, deportation, exploitation, and
maltrestaent of workers used by the occupant, to shooting of civilien

hostages, collective reprisels, and wholesale extermination of entire
‘ categoriss of the population.

Amongz the innumerable crimes committed by the Nazis in this

raspect, Goering takes a conspicuous part in two of the categoriss
mentioned: the economic sxploitation of occupied Eurcpe end the en-

alovement of foreign labor. His Jjuriscictional responsibility in

these two fields derives in the main from two of his positions: his
post as Commiesioner for the Four Tear Plan, in which capacity he

headed and directed the vast and ramified machinery of the Four Year
Plan foica;l his post as chairman of the Miniaterial Council for the

Defense of the Reich, which was established at the outbreek of the

war and exercized the major legislative authority in the Reich.z

A, Economic Crimes

l. Crimes committed.

The following general types of economic erimes, all committed

by Germeny as an occupant at one time and place or another, can be
distinguished:

-

M

See Docres on tho Execution of the Four Year Plan, 18 October
. 1936, (RGR1., I, 887).

Ses Mihrer Edict -oncerning the Lstablishment of a Ministerial
Council for the Defense of the Reich X August 1939 (RGBL.,I,1539).
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a. Plundering of private property (pillage).

b. Confiscation of private property.

¢c. Forced sales of private property and blaciomailing

into sale.

d. Taking as war booty chattels which are not state property.

. Taking as wer booty movable property which cannot be used
for military operations and does not fall under the cate-
gories listed in the Hagzus Rules.

f. Requisitioning of private property not required for the
needs of the occupation forces.

g. Seizure, destruction, or willful dsmage to cultwral property.

h. Spoliation of public lands.

i. Requisitioning of private property out of proportion to
the resources of the couniry.

k. Collective fines imposed for actes of individuals.

1. Contributions levied beyond the needs of the army or not
in proportion to national resources.

m. Forced losns levied beyond the needs of the army or not
in proportion to pational resources.

n. Other acte and measures by which the occupied country is
ruined econcmically.

o. Other acts and measures by which the occupying power is
enriched or indemnified for the expenses of the war by
receiving benefits beyond the needs of the occupying army.

p. Acts which change the fundemental institutions of the
ocoupied country, notably its econcmic organization and
structure.

Among these, the following two more specific cases epply to
Poland and Yugoslavie:

a., Confiscation of private property in Polish territories

incorporated into the Reich, the so-celled "incorporated Eastern -

territories" (eingggliedarte Oatgehiete). In this territory, tens

of thousands of larger and smeller industrial and business enterpriscs
ineludihg those in the major industrial centere of Upper Silesia and

Lodz were "Germanized," ie., confiscated from their Polish owners and
turned over to Germans. &he Polish owners for the most part had been

forcibly driven from their residences and "dumped" into the General

1. Seo memo: "Economic Crimes Committed in Germen-Occupied Europe.”
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Governmert prior to the decree providing for the axpropriation,1
unq?r couditions of extreme hardship and brutslity. This measure
made them "absentee owners,” later slated for expropriation as
“absentees.” During a transitional period subeequent to the seques-
tration of such properties, confliscation was still veiled umder the
cover of “trusteeship,“z This period, however, was from the outset
considered as only temporary.5 Properties were eventually fully
transferred to now German owners. Thus, in 1942 the Upper Silesian
eteel plant, Bute Pokoj (Friedenshuette), was with its entire stock
put in the hands of the Germaun mining corporation Gewerkachaft Cas-
tellengo-Abwehr (Ballestrem intereata)’4

b. Forced loang, excessive contributions, and gimilar measures

of economic spolietion of the Serbian economy under Jermen occupatior.

b

A& captured German report, apparently-made by Neuhausen, Goering's
spacial Commissioner General for Scrbian Eoonomy,6 to Goering illustrates
that exploitation. The report proves that the German Commissicner
forced Serbia to increase its exports tc the Reich to aﬁch an extent
that at the end of 1943 Serbia had a clearing olaim egeinst Germany

of 9,800 million dinare. In addition, Serbia had paid untii that

date for occupation coets 18,300 million dinars. These funds were

not used merely to support the German occupation army in Serbia but

|

l. See below, 3, b, i.

2. See below, 3, b, i.

3. See Koelnische Zeitung, 30 March 1943.
4. See Neue Zuercher Zeitung, 25 June 1942,
5. 0ss, CID W?’Uﬂanuary 1945.

6. See below 3, a.
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elso to pay for goods and services acquired by German military and
ettached organizations and exported to Germany or other cowntries
where German troops were stationed. By direct interference of Goering's
Commissioner, the Serbian National Bank was forced to finance exports
to Germany as well as Gérmnn expenditures in Serbia and to expand the
circulation of Serbian currency from 4,200 million dinars in June 1941,
to 25,500 million at the end of 1943, This is evidence of the monstary
inflation caused by German economic exploitation.

Furthermore, Neuheusen transferred into German hands for
"trustes administration" most Allied—gontrolled mines and industrial
enterprises. Among the bemeficiaries were the Reichaswerke Hermann
Gooring. It would have to be determined whather the administration
of Allied and Serbian property by German combines umder control of
Goering's Commissioner was in compliance with, or exceeded the limits
set by, the principles of ordinary business menagement. The Commissioner
also organized the spoliation of Jewieh property in Serbia. According
to the report the proceeda up to the end of 1943 amounted to 1,000
willion dinars, of which 600 million were trausferred to the German
military administration to be used for settlement of wer damage suffered
by Reich Germens. The report states specifically that the Commigsioner
for the Four Year Plan (Goering) cooperated directly in matters of
the liguidation of Jewish property.

2. Vieaknesses in evidence for guch oriman.

Evidence as to acts mentioned under a) above should be sub-

eteantiated through witnesses who can testify, e.g., to the trensfer
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of the Huta Pokoj to German ownership. In addition, other cases of
exprorriation, preferably referring to esmaller properties in the
ennexed Polish areas, should be brought in, with evidence as to the
paerticulare of each casze,

As to acts mentioned under b), the document in question should
be substantiated, if poesible, through statements by witnesses, such
&8s Neuhausen and his collaborators.

3. Goering's responsibility.

&, Over-all responsibility for sconomic exploitation of Burope.

4. Positions held.

The positions from which this 6vor-all responsibility derives
wero above all those of Commissionar of the Four Year Plan and chairmen
of the Ministerial Defense Council. ‘In the letter ocapacity. Goering
participated in the enactment, and signed, scme of the important decrees
concerning exploitation of Europe. In the former, the vast powsrs of
econonic coordination of German econom&, which were given to Goering
by the act of 18 October 1936,1 werd extended to economic coordination
of' occupied Europe after ths outbreak of the war. This can be proved
from a number of facts and documents.

ii. Decrees pursuent to auch responsibility.

A decree signed by Hitler, Goering himself (), and Lammers of
18 October 1940,2 prolonged the commission given to Goering by the
decres of 18 October 1936 for four more years., "with the special com-

missicn to adapt it (i.e., the Four Year Flan) to the demands of the

1. Ses above, I, C, 2, a.
2. RGBl. I, 1395.
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war." This would seem implicitly to have given Goering over-all powers
over the economic exploitation of cccupied territoriee for the Germen
war effort. Other decrees referred more specifically to particular
rogions. Thus, a Hitler decree of 12-0October 1939l exteﬁdgd Gosring's
powers concerning the planning and coordinetion of German economic
life to the Government Gemoral. Another Hitler decree. of summer 1941
concerning "The Exploitation of the Occupied Eastern Territories for
tae German War Effort"? made Goering responsible fof the effective
rsalizaticn of war economic measures in the Occupied East. A specific
dacree concerning Goering's corresponding powers in the Occupied West
is not known, but that they existed in a similar faeshion can be seen

from the existence of a decree of 28 August 19&0,3

aigned by Goering
as Four Year Plen Commissioner, by which he &ssumed'reaponsibility
for exploiting these territories for the benefit of the German war

s fort,.

iif. Organizational facts and Goering statements referring

to this responsibility.

In addition to ghese decrees, Goering's responsibility for
sconomic exploitation of Burcpe is evident from certain faots pertain-
ing to the orgenizational structure of the Four. Year Plan Office, his
authority over certain military snd civilian occupation authorities,

and ‘certain documentes and statements by Goering or referring to Goering's

Powers.

~—a

1. RGBl. I, 2077.

2. The text of this decree has apparently not been published. Referance
to it is made in & Goering decree of 15 Augus®t 1941, published in
Herresverordnungsblatt, Vol. 23, No. 50, part C,-6 September 1941.

3. Quoted in Kommentar zur Wirtschaftsgesetzgebung, p. 728. SEGRET
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Within the framework of the Four Year Plan organizatidn; there
was established s large number of speciel commissariats dealing more
or less specifically with economic matters in various regionQQ' Thus -
the erganizational structure of this Office in 1943 showad the following:l

Commissioner Genersl for Serbiam Economy in Belgrade
(Neuhsusen)

Commi esioner General or Metal Ore Mining in the Southeast,
Belgrade (Neuhausen)

Delegate for Oil Affairs in the Southeast, in Bucharest
(Neubacher')

Dalegate for the Collectior and Utilization of Sorap and
0ld Metals in the Entire Occupied Territories (Schu)

Spacial Commissar for Timber Economy in the Ocoupied Soviet-
Russisn Southeastern Area, in Klev, (von Ma jowski )

All these off'icials and offices acted under the authority of
(oering as head of the Four Year Flan Offieo, &8 is shom by ths report
vhioh Neuhausen rendered to Goering guoted abovapz

In addition, Goering as suprems coordinator of economy in
occupied sreas also exercized authority over the military end civilian
ococupation authoritiss, whatever their name emd form, established in
the various parts of Europe. Thus in the General Govermnment Goering
et firet made Frank, "Commissioner General for the Four Year Plan in
the Government Gemeral," responsible to Goering im this capacity.

ILiven after the separate Four Year Plan Office for the General Government
had besn merged with fhe sconomic departmente of the Governor General's

office at Krakow, Goering continued to issue general directives for

their gzuidence. Thus, there is a confidential circular sent out by

1. See Taschenbuch fuer Vbrwaltungsbeamte, 1943, pp. 10-11.
2. See above, iI, A, 1, b
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hirm on 285 January 1940, which decreed the exploitaﬁion of Polish eco-
ﬁomio resources regardless of any long-term econemic policyq1 It
stresgsd intensified mining, oii-drilling, and chemical production,
es well as "utmost exploitation of the forests, without taking into
rocount the need of replanting.” Industrial plants not capable of
meking armamsnts wers to be broken up for scrap. While the essential
working population was to be fed sufficiently, sll others wsre to be
reduced to minimum rations, ete.

In tha Soviet areas, in addition to the descree referred to sbove,
Goering's general suthority over organization and coordination of the
. economic exploitation of this territory is also apparent from statements
nade in his speech of 4 October 1942,2 in which he developed his plan
to exploit to the utmost the sonquered Eastern territories in order
to provide the food necessary for the Reich. A confidential document.
by Gosering, called the "green folder" (Gruene lappe) and dated Berlin,
June 1941, is supposed to contain the genersl plan for the exploitation
of the Soviet territory to be conquerad.s According to sn article
dealing with the gdministration of the cccupied Eastefn territories,

published in the MNazi newspaper Neue Ordnungy4 "the integration of

of the economy of the occupied Bastern territories into the fremework
of the European economy mede the participation of the Four Year Plan
Commismioner, this supreme leadership authority of the Reich which

stands even above the Reich ministries, a matter of course."

Text translated in Cerman Occupetion of Poland, pp. 111 f£f.

FCC: Daily, 5 October 1942.
This plean is refsrred to in a statement by Molotov of 25 April 1942,

29 August/5 September 1943.

w» N -
5 @
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Finally, in & statemsnt by de la Camp, President of the Hemburg

Chamber of Commerce, reported in Hamburger Fremdenblatt of 30 Dscember

1940, Goering's over-all responaibility for all-Europear economy i3
specifically referred to: "The Four Year Plan is not a temporery
meesure dictated by necessily but the beginning of o new leng-term
development with the final aim of always providing CGermeny's wer-
iaobilized industry with those raw meterials which she needs for war."

iv. Vesknesses in evidencs.

While the fact of Goering's over-all reeponsibility for aco-
nemic exploitation of occupied Europe seems to bq plain from the various
facte and documenta referred to above, it would appear that evidence
for the variocus specific decrees and other facts is mostly indirect
end therefore aomewhat slim. It may therefore be advisable to base
the indictment on the count of sconomic crimss, not on hig over-sll
respongibility, but upon the more specific responsibility for particular
cages of economic crimes, namely those descritad above under ILL, &, 1,
(e) and (b).

b. Specific responsibility in particular cases.

Coering'e part in the commissisn of sccnomic crimes has been
most conspicuous in the East and Southesst of Burope, where the Neszic

considered themselves as not bound by the rules of the Hegue Convention

for warious remsoas:

(1) They ammexed certein territories into the Reich, such aa
Western Poland, which, lrom then on, was considered an
integrel part of the Reich. This, of course, was illegal,
because it was done, not on the basis of a pesce treaty or
following f'inal conquest, but durante bellc.
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(2) Certain countries were considersd as no longer lagally
existent, ©.g., Poland and Yuzoslavia.

(3) 1In the case of the USSR, the Nazis eventually came to
disregard all restraints of international law, conduct-
ing the war in an sbsolutely ruthless menner.

It is suggested, therefore, to limit Goering's indictment on
the count of economic crimee to Eastern and Southeastern territories,
where his jurisdictional responsibility as well as the illegality of
the measures teken stand out more clearly than in the West where it
would be more difficult to prove their illezality, usually veiled be-
hind some form of outward legality. If the two cases referred to ebove --
the confiscation of Polish properties in' the Incorporated Territories
and the exploitation of Serbian economy ~- be taken es the basis for
the indiotﬁant, Goering's reeponsibility cen be traced in the manner

suzsested in the following sections:

i. Responsibility for spoliation of Polish property.

The Hitler decree of 12 October 1959l gave Goering broad economic
control powers in his capacity as Commissioner of the Four Yeer Plan as
well as chairman of £he Hinisteriel Defense Council. Under these powors
Goering, by decree of 1 November 1939, established the Main Trustee

Agency Fast (Haupttrouhandstelle Ost), with headquarters in Berlin, as

the central egency to administer properties spoliated in the newly
ecquired territories in the East. The agenoy was mede & subdivision
of Goering's Four Year Flan Office. A decree by Goering of 17 September

19403 provided for the sxpropriation of major Polishproperties held in

RGBl., I, 2077, notably article 6 of the decree.

Announcement (Bekanntmachung) by Goering of 1 November 1939, published
in Deutscher Reichsanzeiger 1939, no. 260.

o RGBI.- I. Iziba

@ &
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tho annexed regions. This decree provided for the seigzure, without
indemad fication, of the property of:
(a) Jews;
{b) Absentee owner
(o) Other categoric. of "former Polirh nationals,” e.g., if
requirsd "in the interest of the strengthening of German
folkdom."
' While measurea'thus taken, when dealing with agricultural hold-
ings, were reoferred to the jurisdiction of Himmler as Commissar for
the Strengthening of German Folkdom, ocher properties, euch ae reaidan;ialg
commercial, and industrial properties, were put undor the jurisdiction
of Goering as head of the Four Year Plan Office. The ﬁain Trustee Agency
Eéata under (oering, becaws the agency which sequéatr&ted the numerous

non~-agricultural holdings of Poles in the incerperated areas.

ii. Responsibility for Serbian spolistion.

Goering”s,responsibility for the measures referred to ebove
derives from his being tl . responsible superior, in the Four Year Plen
sat;up, of the official who acted directly in Serbtia, namely Neuhausen,
kis Commigsionsr General for Serbian Econowy. As appears from the
cocument on Serbia referred to above, thia officia) reported directly
%o Goering. The document also shows thet Goering, in certain cases
considered as particularly importeat, intervered dirsctly through

orders or directives.

iii. Veaknesses in evidence and possible defense argument.-
Evidence for Goering's responsibiliiy in these cases is better
substantiated than in the case of his general over-all responsibility.
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The decrees referred to in the Folish case aré official documsnts
puvlished in the official Statute Books. Documentation of fha Serbian
case, however, requires evidence identifying it. Also, witnesses con~
cerning the facts contained in the dccument, would bs desirable.

As to the Polish expropriatiors, the defense can be expected to
argue that since the territories in questiog wers incorporated into

Reich territory, no violation of the rules concerning occupatio bellica

has takern place, but posaibly only violation of domestic law. The pro-
secution has therefore to prove that the annexation was illegal and
void under internmaticnal law. This can be shown earily, bsceuse it is
generally recognized that under international lew no occupant has «

right to annex occupied territory durante bello. Even in case of a

complete defeat of a country the war azainst such country is not
finished if there ere allies with a chance of contiﬁuing the war to a
conclusion victorious for the temporarily defeated country also. This
was the situation regaerding Poland in 1939n

4. Law applicable.

The acte roferred to sbove, concerning Poland and Serbia, imply,
under the penal law of quand and Yugoslevia, various domestic crimes,
asuch as extortion, blackmail, theft, etc. The criminality of the acts
Jderives from the fact that the cccupant, under the Hague rules, acted
illegally, that is, that his actious ware not Justified interferonces

with property rights under those regulations.
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Crimes agza.ngt Forsizr Labor

- m———

i. Crimes committed.

The following general typec of crimss agsinat foreign labor
can be disting;uished:l

a. Compulsion and coercion in the use of the labor of occu-
pied Gerritories, ranging from “he introductien cf labor
conseription for work ‘in the territory itself, conscripticn
for work in Germany or other parts of occupied Burops, ‘uc
foreibls detention in such work and placss, and raid and
furcible ebuuc ion of manpower from their residenses to
work cawps, ir luding forcible deportation to such campo
in the Esich;

b. Uso cf foreigr Jabor, whotber vdlvatery or not, for diract
armement work, which constitutes a divect wviclation of
article 52, paragranh 1 of the Hague Regulations;

c. Bxploitation and maltreatment of foreigu laborers: expleita-
tion includes -~wcassive hours, denial of vecation and holi-
deys, low weges or other remumeration, bad working couditions;
maltreatment ircludes sevars aad brutal treatment of werkers
and their dependents; c.g., iabor camps, iasufficient modical
care, starvetion, harsh end bratsl punishment, ets.

d. Diseriminatory and humiliating treatmeut of foreign worksrs;
discrimination refers not only to special treaimen’ or
fereigy workers as compared witin German labor but algo PR~
ticularly bad Sreatment of cortain classes of foraign workoers
a5 compared with other groups of foreigmn labor, such asz was
applied to "Eastern Workers" and Jews; humiliation incluces
sepurating foroign vorkers from any connection-with the
surrounding pepulation, forcing them to wear dietinctivs
‘gadg?a, infliecting brutalities upon them. 9tc.

Commissicr of such . -imas against foreign workers is proved by
a mmber of official laws, decress, =nd athor documents.
The following decrees involved cno cxr deveral of tho above listed
. 1

crimos regarding foreign lepor:

1 . - ' o . - ‘
<+ For details seo momd: "The Treatmen® of Feraigs Laborers.”
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Vecree oy Fritz Sauckel as Labor Commissioner of 22 August 1942.1
Jhis decree demsnded, among other thinge, that "the manpower available
in the ogeupied territories is in the first instence to be uszed to
catisfy the requirements ». war work in Germany." and that in the ocou-
rtied regions themselves w_vers were in the firet plage to be used for
ths requirements of the German Armed Forces (including militery and
civil cccupation authorities) snd "for Germar armament requirements.”
Ibis decree illustrates the open use cf foreign levor for German ermements .

The same decres aleo illustrates the compulzory character of the
work required from foreign labor by stipulating, amoag other things,
that these workers must "kesp the strictest laebor discipline" and thet
"the mast drastic punishment" was to be inflicted for "loafing at amnd
desertion from their place of 1a§or."

Another decrae by Sauckel, dated 26 larch 1944,2 illustrates
the elements both of coercion and discrimination. According to thie
decree, so-called "Easter . Torkers" {meinly Russians) wers to be used
es lebor in the Reich for a period of at least two ywars, the count
teginning not earlier than 1 Auzust 1942. This period could be exterded
for another year if nscessary inm view of "the requiremente of labor
allocation in the war,” unless the worker concerned was slated to take
up an equally war-necesser = job in the East and p;avided & gubstitute
for gis job in the Reich, "preferably {rom among his relatives,” was
obtained. Re-traasport, moreover, was to be arranged "with due regerd
to the requirements of labor supply, the interests o ordinary trane-

portation, and the war situation.”

1., Reichsarbeitsblatt, 1942, I, 382.
2. RGBI., I, 70. :
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This and other decrees also provided for discriminetory and
exploitative labor conditions for Eastern Workers, in particular with
rogpect to wages, hours, allowances, texes, and other labor conditions.
Comparative figures concerning the amounts paid to Eastern Workers in
comparigon with German workers, which were to serve as officisl guidance,

b
wore published in the periodical Ostwirtschaft. Other decresss reveal

humilietion, for instance, by forcing Poles and Eastern Workers to wear
bedges with special letters, forbidding Germans to have any contact with
t}’.em’ Btc o

2. Weakness in evidence.

The above decrees and other documents would prove that there
Wee a legislative basis for the commission of crimes against foreign
labor. In actusl fact, even the limits of these lawe and decrees
were transgressed. Whether Goering could be indicted for cases involy-
ing excesses, is, however, doubtful, as long as no specific evidence
88 to hia knowledge of such excesses can be provided. Therefore, in
acddition to the legislation raferred to above, indi;idual caseg based
upon this legislation but not involving “axcesseé" beyond the legisla-~
tion, should be supfliad, complafa with evidence as to persons, zcircum- -
stences, etc., to substantiate the indictment. Such cases could, for
icstance, involve Eastern workers conscripted and deported into the
Reich and there kept against their will, working under conditions of

herdship and remunerated on the basis provided for in the document

mentionsed abovs.

——

1. September 1942. SECRET °
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3. Coering's reponeibility.

Geering's reeponeit “lity for iabor orimes derives usinly from
bis position as head of the four Year Plan Office. shroughisut the
poriod of the war thiz agency was tha supremo authority for ehaping
policios and orgrnizing the ezploitation of foreign 4lave laber to

the benefit of the Germau war machina.

Prior te ths outbreak of thc war, mntt.arr: ¢f labor santrol,
notebly lebor supply, had alresady been put under the Jurisdiction of
the Four Year Plan Commdssiomer, who eetablished a separate div:i.aion.

(Geﬂehaeftubareich] of the Office for Labor Alloce.tion.l -_\.ftgr the

outbresk of the war this civision was mede responsibla for the variocus

measursa resocted to with reapect to atilisation of E‘oréiga labor for

-

the German war economy. T wums ia Polsnd, according to the zonsral
policisa laia dowa in the Gcering circulap of 28 January 19&?,3 lsbor
conseription was introduced for Folish imb‘itanta of the Genesal
CGovernment between the uzes of 19 and &),3 end compulsory labor for
all Jews ip labor battalions under S& mperﬁ:ion.“

Goar.;.ng's raﬁponaibility for exploitation of “"Basters Nortzess”

in particular again derives from his koy position a8 Four Yesr Ilzn

" Commipaioner.

1. Gosring decree of 2% Outober 1936 (Voelkissher Beobaghtor)
24 Octoler 1938). ' ) )

2, Ses above I1I, A, 3, a, iidi, _ r

3. Decree of 26 October 1939. 2 -

4. Decres of 26 Osctobsr 1938. SECRE®
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According fo e statement by Molotov of 11 May 1943, Geering iag
g confidenticl talk in Berlin on 7 Novembsr 1941 cutlinad te hie cuo-~
ordinates 2is program for thas alecit:tion of Russian labor in Gerunsny.
The most radicsl measures wera eaacted when Guuleitar Fritz Sauckeal
was made Delegate General for Labor Allocation.

4 decres by Hitler of 21 March 19421 provided for the umiform
coordination of the utilizetion of &ll available manzower “"for war
economy, in particular armsmente procductivs,” ineludlng wanpower of

ga workere and priscners of wur. Sauckel! wes therefore appei.ted

forel
tq the sbove-mentioned new post, remalining,hcowsver, "within the lramge
work of the Four Yeer Plan" and "directly responsible to {Goering) tae
Four Yeer PIan Commissicaer.”

Subsecucntly, Coerirz, Ly u decres of 24 April 1942,2 dissolvod
the labor supply aivision cof ths Four Year Plen Office and estoblished
instead the cffice of The new Delegute Generel, "whe is di vaectly under
ma.” The dacree estublishsd ths Delegate Genersi &s "an authority
the Foﬁr Yoar Plan” and obliged him to submit proposals to Goering
whensver new legislation was required or existing lews nesdsd to be
modi fied. The Goe?ing decree further stipuvlated thet in all caess oy
directives uxd iustructions of basic .importance Saucksl should submis

a report to Ceering in advancs.

1. RaBl., I, 178.
2. Reichsarbeitsblatt, 1842, I, 257.
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This decree thius established Guering's responsibility for all
importent moasures taken b~ Saucksl and his ageney, ia particular,
new legislation. In the cuwse of the exploitation of EBasterm Workeras
in particular, the dscree by Sauckel of Z26 liarch 1944 concerning %he
iabor conditions of Zastecrn Workare can be imputed to Goering far two

reasong:

{a) Ib was jssued by Goering's subordinate, Sauckel, who a»
such was required t> report to Goering in advance con-
ceraing “he intended messure; ’

(b) It was based vpon a decree of 25 March 19é41 by the
Ministerial Defenee Courncil, signed Dy Ge:ring as cheir-
map of that body, a decree which had already laid down
the basic regulations for the treatment of Eastern Workers

and had authorized Sauckel to implement these by decrse
" of his own.

Waltor Stothfung, secomd in command uader Sauckel, et oane tine
openly admitted that German troatment of foreiga labor was illegal
undsr the rules of interma*ional law. He said;

Germany finds herself in an emergency situafion ard is therefore

Justified in 1obilizing the nscessary maapower in cccupied 2

comntries regurdless of the rogulations of internetiocnsl law.

4, Law spplicabla.

The foregoing shows violation by Geering of those rules of pensl
law which refer to fulpse arrest, aeesault, libtel, atc. The lew spplicsble
is German in case of the commisgion of the acts in Germeny. Ia the other
cases, although the cct itsell took place outside German territory,
Goering's action, the issuance of the basic legislation, nuverthelees
took place in Germeny, so that German penal lew would zsem to be appli-

cable here also.

—

1. RGPl., I, 6€8.
2. See his interview granted to the Niewws Rotterdemschs Courant,
8 February 1544. SECRET
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5. gommnnt.

Undoubtedly & clear case can bé presented on the count of crimes
against foreign labor. It must, however, be kept in mind that Goering's
responsibility, unlike his responsibility in cases involving his Gestapo
command or his air force command, has bsen &n indirect one, based upon
over-all jurisdiction rather than upon direct orders for specific cases.
If he is indicfed for labor crimes, it would be advisable tc join his

indictment with those of Sauckel and other directly involved peraona.
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IV. PARTICIPATION IN PLANNING TO ESTABLISH CONTROL
T OF CERVANY, EUROPE, ARD THE WORLD

Tha over-all Nazi conspiracy to grasp control of CGermany, Burcps,
and finally the whole world by ruse, force, and violence is the aubjeét
of a separate psper. As to Goering's participation in this conspiracy,

" three main stazes may be distinguished: the period prior to January 30,
1933, when the FNazi Party conspired to zain power in Germany by illegal
means; the years follouing imuediately upon the access of Nezism to
power in Germany, when remaining oppozition in the Reich was wiped out
sad totalitarien control of éhe Naci regime over Germeny was achieved;
and finally, partly overlapping with the second, the yearas leading up
to, and continuing through the war, when Hatism, by means of open
aggression, threat of aggression, or mere undsrcover interference,

tried to establish domination over other countries.

&. Pre-1933 period.

Goering’s role in this first stage of the Nezi conspiracy was
played in his capacity as one of the ranking leadars of the Party who -
became second in power only to Hitler, and as such took part in the
na jor decisions of the Party concerning stralegy and tactice ia captur-
ing power over Germany. Having joined the Hari Party in 1922, that is,
right at the beginning of the movement, he was immediately commissioned
by Hitler to teke ch;rga of recruiting for the SA, the major terror
organization of the early stage of the Nazi movement. He was made
SA chief in December 1922 and as such completed its organizetion.
After having perticipated, at Hitler’s side, in the "Beer Hall"
putsch in Munich, 1925, he went into exile until an ammesty permitted

SECRET
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him to teke up his activities in Germany in 1926. Goering wes slected
to the Reichstag on the Nezi ticket in 1928, and reelscted in 1530.

£t the same time, Hitler made Goering his deputy for political matters
in Northern Gormany, while Hitler concentrated on Southern Germany.

L8 guch, Goering played e ma jor role in the promotion of the Party in
the North, for instance, ruthlessly suppressing intra-Perty oppositicn
when e "leftist" Nezi group, under Stennes, tried to revolt egainst:
the Perty lsaderehip.

Another of his activities during this period consisted in the
cerduct of the negotiations with Hindenburg, Bruening, and later vom
Fapen, which were intended to bring the Nazi Party into official power.
#hile these negotiations remsined unsuccessful until Japuary 1953,
Coering, who had become Fresident of the Reichstag in sumaer 1952,
vsry cleverly uscd this position to bring ebeut the fall of the Paepen
cabinet before Papen could dissolve the Reichstag, an eveat which led
to the governmental and constituticnal confusion characteristic of
the period preceding 30 January 1833. Finally, it was Goering who,
by decsiving Hindenburg through false rsporte concerning o plammed
coup d'etat by Schleicher ageinet Hindenburg, succeeded in having
Fitler appcinted Chancellor on 30 January 1933,

b. Contrel of Germany.

Goering'e participation in the terroriem establighed by the
Nazis during this sacond stage, first for the purpose of destroying

the remnants of conatitutional and democratic institutions and groups

SECRET



ard iatar f'or the suppression and wiping oub of any subgiding o re-
Termed opposition groups, derived meinly from his position as creator
ard chief of the Gestapo in Prussia. His activitie: in this connes-
tion have salready besn ouclined ahove.

In his more general position as [russian Frime Ministor and
Minister of the Interior he wes iastrumental in purging th; Prusaiun
civil service, suppressing the Communist and Socialist perties befuore
thoir formal dissolution in the wnole Reich, and establishing Pruscian
geverament con the basis of complece totelitarianism.

Goering lent considereble ascistance to the Nazis® gaining and
asintainiag complete control over Germeny in his capacity alsc as
Prugident of the Reichstag and manipulator of the Nagi Perty in thag
body. Thus, in the initial period sfter the Hazia® access 1o nover,
ke contributed indirsctly -- through the terror exercized by BA,
Cestupo; ate., against loft-wing msmba;ﬁ of the Reicnstag ~ and
Cirvectly - in his capacity as Reichotag Fresident -~ to the passage
of the snabling Act of 24 March 1933 which delivered legisiative power
to the Hitler cabinst. Later, when the Reichstag had become a com-
Pletely Hozi-controlled body, he manipulated it whenever it was requosted
to sct, ot least for & propasgandistic purpose. Thus he preszided cver
*the enastment of the Nurmmourg laﬁs in 1936 and over the meeting of
the Ueichnste; when that body consented ¢ the declaration of war. In
the latter case, grossly unconstitutional methods -« unconatitutionsl
even sccording to the Nazi laws - werse resorted to., as witness the
testimony of Avzust Thyssen, one of the few rion-Farty members sermitted

Ll
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to occupy Reichstag membership for more "decorative®™ purposes.

According to his book I Paid Hitler, "one hundred members were absent

at the Heichstag meeting of September l. The seate of the sbeentees
ware occupied by officiale of the Nazi Party. Thies I consider as
groesly unconstitutional.”

Goering's share in the suppYresszion of the allzsged June 1934
putsch has already been described. Beyond its criminel implications,
this suppression had major politieal implications, with respect to
tae intra-Party situation was well as regarding the Party's influerce
over army and other conservative circles. Since that time, full cone
trol of the Hitler-Goering group over the Party machine wae achieved,
and no extra-Party oppoeition had wuch of a chance say more to rise
egainet the Party.

With the establishment of the Four Yeur Plan Office Uoering
gained for the Party and himself msjor influence over largze parts of .
the German economy. Likewise, alter Schacht's resignation as ﬁiniatar
of EBconomics, Goering reorganized this ministry before Funk took ovsr
and completely naezified it. Goering was likewise instrumental in the
establishment and organization ol the tremendcus combine which was
naned after hi}n5 the Reichswerke Hermann Coering, and through it domi-
nated e largs sector of German industry.

c. Foreign interveation and sggression.

Goaring'e role in the preparatory stage of expanding Germany'h

influence ebroad is reflected in the msany trips he undertool: abroad,
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mainly to Italy, the Balkans, and Poland. But his part in the planning
and execution of aggressive ware came above ell in hia-capucity as
chief of the Air Force and aviation, as Four Year Plan Commissicner,
and after the outbreak of the war, as chairman of the Ministerial
Defenge Council. As Pour Yesar Plan Commissioner he coordineted ths
German economy for war and later ccordinated Europeen economy for
expluitation.l As chairmen of the Defense Council ha initisted or
participated in major wer legisletion. As chief of the Luftwaffe and,
more generally, in his capacity as member of the ipner groups of
suprems Nezi leadership, he participated in the "strategy of terrcr”
Waich was so instrumental in robbing Eurcpean countries of their inde-
pendence. Thus, according to a recent statement by former Austrian
Chancellor Kurt Schuechnigg,® on 11 Yarch 1938 it was Goering who
threatened an immediate invasiou of Austria umnless hs (Schuschnigg)
resigned within two hours.

At the time of the Munich orisis, Gooriné participated in the
Naxi campaign of propagaﬁda and terror.againnt the Czechoslovek
Government end people which was caloulated to intimidate foreign
governments and public opinion and to drive German public opinion

to a fever pitch. In a speech befores the Party Congress of 1938 he

eaid:

A tremendous political tension permeates Europe and the world.
A small portion of Europeans today molests minorities entrusted
to them asnd thus have become a source of uarest....lt is unbear-
able to see that small, cultureless splinter of a nationality

1. See avove III, A.
2. New York Times, 9 June 1945.
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below there -~ nobody knows where thay have ccme from any-
#ay ~- continually opprecs end molest a culture-nation.

But we know who stands behivd theese ridiculous imps in
Prepue: It is Moscow, with its eterusl Jewlisar-Bolshevik
grinace....Thence come the rvmors, the iisa, Uhe calumniee
.«e.But we bave prepared everyining o safeguard our honor
apd our fecurity....The creativa ¢f a tremendoue armsments
industry guarantees the striking power of our gresat Arm ...
and the construction eud puvpcly of an Ajwr Forﬂe whick with-
out beasting and exeggeretion I can ccll <he Gechnicslly
most modern, most ready to sirike, ard mwerically biggeet
iu the world....l Jmow that .os tries to intimidats Germany
by thraats....but we have ait ali timss been Schiesnoxq nevar
Scheizser f‘;§7-*

Goering seems aleo to hate basn inatrumental ‘o determining
Eitler to embark upon war, accordinglte a nrewspeper rsport,3 the
1stbers and corrsaspoadence of the late Conorsl von I's ivach, found in
a2 Thuringisn castle, prove that Hitlsr decided upon aggressive wer
as aarly es 1938, against the objections of Army and Nawy but vigor-
ously agsisted by Goering. The decision raferred teo concerned, in

particular, the atiack on Foland.

That Coering shared the Nazi theory on the necessity for Gevmwany
i

" %o expaud ia order to secure her "lieing-space” can be sson from a

suatemant made Ty him in a epesch of 4 Octobar 1542.° Here dooring,

in an attempt to Justify Gsctmany's attack oo Russiua ia 1941, dropped
the "defanss" excuse previously proffercd by Hitler and others in

that comection and openlx procisimsed the theory of uxperaicninsm by
forea: "Bven in poacetime it would in the long rur havs becn imposaible

to provide nourishment for the German peoplse....We had to broeak the

L. Spasech of 10 Septomber 1938, transzlated from Gritzbach, op.cik.,
p. 337-89 S

<. Neue Zuercher Zoitung, 26 Zpril 1945, referring %o Reuteris
corraecpondent, U. Campbell.

3. FCC: Daily, 5 Octover 1942. SRCRET
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‘confines, and let us be grateful to the Almizhty, to our Fdhrer, mnd
to our brave soldiers thet they burst that comfinement and openod to
the German nation the wide expsnse of space.”

d. Wezknesses in evidence and possible defense.

While sufficient evidence, through documentetion as well as
witnesses, eeems to be awvailable for the first and second stages of
Goering's participation in the lazi conspiracy, evidence with ;Eapact
to his actual share in the plaﬁning of aggressions against foreign
countries eo far is somewhat scanty. Besidse the statemente quoted
above and the witnesses refsrred to (e.3., Schuschnigg), it would be
dosirable to have more witneesesz, roesibly from among hizher gévarnu
mental and military leaders, testifying to his direct participe tion
in such plenning.

Goering, as his preliminery interrogation shows, can be expectad

‘" to assert that he tried to prevent the Polish campeipgn ae well ss to

have disgsueded Hitler from starting the campaign in the West and against
Russie. Evidence to dieprove this or to prove the contrary should be

compiled.
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V. ILLEGAL BUSINESS TRANOACTIONS FOR PERSONAI, ENRICHJENT

A, Illegal Acquisition of Art Treasures

Referencs is made to the appended memo, "An Interim Report on
the Art Activities of Hermann Goering," and the documents contained
in the eppended memo 01C89. While evidence as to Gooring's art trans-
actions seems fairly large, it hes still to be brought out more clearly
ead with more definite indicabion of specific cases and witnesses there-
for. Goering's assertion to the effect that he paid a fair price in
each instance should be refuted by showing that prices peid were nominal
or sub-standard. Even if this proof should not be possible, however,
Goering's transactions would constitute criminal acts.

The memc and documents referred to ebove show that the major
part of the art treasures acquired by Gocring for his personsl collection
orizinated in confiscated Jewish art property. The confiscation of
such property in the various occupied countries was illegal according
to the Hague ruloa, Gooring, as his letters show, knew sbout the origin
of the pieces. This, according to German or other continental penal
law, which is applicable, constitutes the special crime of "receiving
of stolen property;"l Goering would be guilty of such orime regard-
less of whether he pald a price for the acquirad prop;rtioa and what
amount. It mizht be advisable to base the indictment upon this crime

rather than that of "illegal taeking" (theft, etc.) itself.

1. See, for instance, art. 259 of the German Penal Code: "Wer seines
Vorteils wegen Sachen, von denen er weiss oder den Umntesnden nach
annehmer mues, dass sie mittels einer strafbaren Handlunz erlangt
gind, verheimlicht, ankauft, zum Pfande nimmt, oder sonst ansich
bringt oder zu deren Ansatz bei andern mitwirkt, wird als Hehler
mit Gefeengnis bestraft.”
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B. Other Transactions commitied for Personal Profit

Goering, since the early period of his career, has been known
for his activities intendsd %o enrich himas.if by more or less "legal”
maang. Thus, eccording to statemeniaby Lisutensnt Colomedi Killinger,l
(Goering, aven bafore 1933, in hinm capacily as Nazi Reichsiaz depuly,
received ebout one thousand RM mounthly from Milch and Geblenz, directors
of the Cerman Luftnacsa, in retwrn for which he vigorously defended
the Lufthaasa's interests ia the Reichsteg.

After 1953, receiving of menly {'rem all kinds of sources asaumead
much larger proportions. The income notes in Goering'e recently found
1adgar2 show that Goering, betwsen 1957 and 1944 alcne, receivsd more
then 10 millicn RM as "gifts"™ from verious banks and industrial firns.
Yony of these belonged 't.o the Goering oombine and the corresponding '
a:me were thus chviouzly receivecd on £=000|mt ef his influence over tha
combine. In other cases, Goering admitited having asked firms occcusion-
ally to tranefer funds to his perscnal account bscause Party members
in public office wers prevented from accepting remunerations for
services ea mombers of @eards of such i'zrmu‘.a

The most conspicuous cawse concerms the cigaretta corporation

Reentsma. According to former Reich Minister F‘unk,* Geering raceived
& total of 5,901,000 RE from this firm, in return for assistance ren=~

dered to Reembtsma in having & tex debt totalling about 12 million RM

to the Reich squashad.

1. €.8.D.I.C. (U.X.), G.G. Report.

2, See above.

3. Interrcgation by Seventh Army Interrcgation Center.

4. Ibid, CECRRPT
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™he Reemtsma cese would lead itrelf best for criminal indictment.
Acceptance of "bribes” as e Reichstag member does not, in German law,
coﬁatitute a orime. The acceptance of warious ;uma from ilrioua firms
wouid constitute & crimc oply if it can be proved that the moneys were
given for a agpecific action on Goering's part, not just in order to
gain or preserve his good will and favor.

In the Reemtsma case, however, Goering's actions, if they can
be proved, constitute crimes according to German oriminal law. Accept~
ence of gifts on the part of an official constitutes ":imhle'bassive
bribery"l if the action for which the gift is rqceivnd‘in not in itself
contrary to the official’'s duties; it conatitutes "greve passive bribery"?
if the action involves the violation of an official duty. Goering, as
Raich‘minispors as well as in h;s other official capacities, was an

"official™ in the sense of German criminal lew.® Hig acceptance of

1. Einfache pessive Bestechung, art. 331 of German Ponel Code: "Ein
Beamtor, welcher fuer eine in sein Amt einschlagende, an sich nicht
pflichtwidrige Handlung Geschenke oder andere Vorteile annimmt, for-
dert, oder sich versprechen lasast, wird mit Jeldstrafe oder mit
Cefasngnis bis zu sechs Monaten bestraft.”

2. Schwere passive Beatechung, art. 332: "Ein Beamter, welcher fuer
eine Handlung, die eine Verletzung einer Amts - oder Dienstpflicht
enthaelt, Geschenke oder andere Vorteile annimmt, fordsrt oder sich
versprechen laesst, wird wegen Bestechung mit Zuchthaus bis gu fuenf

Jahren bestraft. .
3. See Anschuetz-Thoma: Hendbuch des deutschen Staatsrechts, Vol. I,

(1930), p. 525, footnote 17. _

4., See art. 359 of German Penal Code: "Unter Beamten im Sinne dienes
/ Strafgesetzes sind zu verstehon alle im Dienste des Reichs oder in
wazittelberoa oder wittelbarem Dienste eines bundesstaates auf
Lebensgeit, auf Zeit oder nur vorlasufig angestellte Personen, ohne
Unterschied, ob sie einen Diensteid geleistet haben oder nicht....”
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larze smounits of monsy from Reemtsma in return for assistunce in having
& tae debt squashed, constituted a grave violation of hie officisl
dutiss. As & mabtier of fact, it constituted "agsistence™ (Beihilfe)

te a crime, nomely the crime of tax svasion (Steuerhintersiahung) on

the part of the firm.* He can therefore be indicted onm two couantan:
Grave pagsive bribery in conjunction with assietance to tax evesicn.

It would be necessary to provide witnossez end possibly other
svidence which clearly proves Reemtama's tex delict as well as Goering'e
role in its commission. The President of the Hemburg Finence 0ffice
has been suggested 23 onse witneaa.z |

It might also be sdvissble to inquire further into Gosring'a
own income tax declarations and verify whsther he declared the large
income derived from the gifts of the various firms. Non-declaretion

would constitute tax evasion (Stauerhintarziohung).s

1. These crimes are defined in a special lew, the Reich Tax Code
(Reichsabgabenordnung) of lMay 22, 1951, now in a wersion of July 4,
1959. Tex evasion (steusrhintorzishunz) is defined ir article 398
of thie law: "Wer mum eigenen Vorteil oder zum Vorteil sines andern
nicht gerechtfertigte Steusrvorteile erschleicht oder woraaetzlioh
bewirkt, dass Steuereinnahmen wverkuerst werden, wird wegen Steusr-
hinterziehung mit Geldstrafe bestraft. Der Hoechstbeiragz der Geld-
strafe ist unbeschraenkt. MNeben der Geldstrafe kamn auf Gefaengnis
bis zu zwei Jahren srkannt werden."” Assistance (Beihilfe) to the
commission of this crime is defined in art. 393 of the Tax Code,
which stipulates that the same punishment is applicable to one who
helps in the commission of the act for his own profit: "Die Strafe
fuer die Tat gilt auch fuer eine Beihilfe oder Beguenetigungz, die
jemand seines Vorteils wagen bageht.”

2. Interrogation by Seventh Army Interrogation Center.

3. See sbove, footnote 5.
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Official Gagotte of the Reich, an official povermment publicetion.

Available in Library of Corgresa, in any German legal library, in
any major Cerman agency coffice, probably in Prosacutor's library.

Can be identified by any Corman lawyer or povernnent official.

Auibau siner Nation

Official political autobiography of Gooring, first published in
English as Germeny Reborn; published in German in 1934 by
E. 8. Littler & Schn, Borlin.

Copy of English edition in Library of Congress, of Germen edition
in CID Library, 0SS. Likely to be founéd in any “arger Gorman library.

Cen be identified by publisher, if svailsble, or by any person

~ who has expert knowliedpe of Nazi literature,

3o

4.

5.

Preussische Gesetzessarmlung

Official Gazette of Prussia, an official ~overmmsnt publication.

Availatle in larger Prussian legal libraries and big German
libraries in general.

s

Can be identified by any Gorrman lewyer o Prussian government cofficial.

Minlsterislblatt fuer dle irmere Vermaltung

0fficial publication of the Reich and Prussian Interior ¥inistry.

Gnly & few volumes evailable in Librery of Congress. Avallsble in
larger German librariea, notably legel libraries.

Can be identified by any German lawys:r or govermment officisl.

Erich Gritzbach (editor): Hermann Goering. Reden umd Aufsastze
(Munich, 1942). ;

Collection of Goering's spseches and articles; not of official
character.

Ne Englieh translation.
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Copy in Library of Corgress. Probably aveilebls in anv lerser
German library. : &

Cari be identifisd by any person with expert knovledzs of Nazi
literature.

Cottfried beose: Des Geselz sur Sicherunpy der Einheit ven Farte:
uné Stast (Dresden, 19u4) o

Privat? cammentary by e Nazl lewyer on the iaw cancerning the unity
between Stete end Perty; not of officiel character. ' -

Copy in Library of Congress.
Can be identified by oxperts on Nezi legal literature.
io Iinglish transiation.

Vorordnungsblatt des Reichsprotektors

0fficial Gazette of the Iwich Protector for tha Protectorate of
Bohemie and llorsvia, an official povernment publication.

Copy in Library of Congross, prebably in larger Gormen librapiss.
Can be identiflod by oxports in Cermsn law and cdministration.

Verordnungsblatt dez Militaerbeflehlshabers in Sorbien

Officisl Gazette of Cermzn occupation authority in Sorbis. An
officiel publicution.

Copy in Library of Congress, probably in larger German librarios.
Gan be identified by exverts in Cermen law end administration.

Gevd Ruehle: Das Dritte Reich (vol. 1936, Berlin)

Semi-officinl) collection of excorpts from Nazi lews, decreca, nbato-
ments of leading personalities, etc., with cannecting text: no%: of
official character.

Copy in Library of Comgress, larger Germen libraries.

. Can be id_éntified by experte on Kazi litarature.

o BEnglish translation.
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11,

12(}

13,

U

15,

Captured Germen Hepert by Neuhmugen

e

Can be identilied by leuhausen or othar officisls who worked on
his staff at Belpgrade.

Original in GID Library, ©8S8; should be sent to Paris.

Heeresverordnmpgsblatt (vol. 23, no. 50, 1940)

Of iicial publication of Gorman Army High Command.
Copy in MIS.

Can bs identified by experts on Cormen law and edministration.

Kommentar gur Virtschaftsgesetzgebung

Privete commentary by varioue suthors on Nazi sconamic luma and
decress; not of official character.

Copy in CID Library, 0SS, prcbably in lerger German libraries,
particulsrly legal libraries.

van be jdentifiied by exports on Nezi litereture.

Taschenbuch fuer Verweltungsbeamte

Senv~official publication by high officiales in Reich Interior
Hin}.‘tl’:" °

Copy \n CID Library, 0SS, Library of Cengress, any German legal
library end any larger Goiman administrative office; probably in

"rouec wort's library. .

Cin be identified by expert cn Hazi lepal literatwre and any
Geimmn lywyer or administrative official.
¥ )

Goerit- order re Sagan shooting

Text nov known; should be avellable in Judge Advoonte's Tier
Crimaa Covnittee.

Captured cirular which decreed exploitation of Peligh economic
resources
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Iransletion in the Polish CGovernment's German Occupation of
Poland; original should be available through Polish (overmment.

Could then be identifiod by German members of administraticn of
Govermment General.

Doutscher Reichsanzoiper

Ofiicial keich Gazette for public announcements, otc., an official
government publication. '

Availelle in largor German legal libraries end government ofrices.

Cen bo identified by Cerman lawyor or government official, . or
export on Gertman law.
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POSSIBLE INTEHVIE"S OR EXANINATION

e

heporters on

Times (London) of 21 February 1933 and
Wanchester Guardian of 21 and 27 Fobruary 1933

78 Gosring's secret instruction to polieca.
Kurt von Schuschnigg
August Thyésen
Captured Garman airmen who took pert in boambing of Rotterdam

Loetters and correspondence of v.Fritsch founl in a Thuringian
castle.
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AN II'YTEJ‘RII;T REPORT
Ol THE
ART ACTIVITIES
oF
HERMANN GOERING
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INMTERI?" REPORT QI' I'ERUANIT GOERIFG'S
COL.EC'IOV OF LOOTED AR

STATE'EI'T

The purpose of this menmorandurm is two-fold:

(r) To sketcl: brlefly the facte, as they are curren-
tly known here, of several trarssctlons In which Joerin  1s
known to have been Involved as 1llustrative of certaln types
of his activitiss. Thlis with thé caveat, however, that exami-
nai,lons currently belng conducted in the fleld willl undoubt-
edly provide a fuller, more documented story of even these
activities, .

(b) To taté, and show their importance to Goering's
Cage, tre nrimary sources of information recently made avall-
able in tle field to X-2 Zranch and which are currently being
developed bty them for, amon ' other thin s, material of a lar
Crire 1nﬁerest;

nccoédingly, go that current pro:ress will In no way be
Prejudiced, it 1s requested that no dissemination of the mate-

rial contained herein be made outside 0SS without prior clear-

8rce from X-2 Dranche.

A, Cartain examplea of art transactlons in vhich Joerin-— is

known to have taken part, oitler as & _participant or a bene-
f}ciagx. .
l. Genersl
WWith the rise of the ezl Party to power in 1033,
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Goering began hie sctivities ss an art collector which resulted
I1a his accumulatior of a collectlon of treasure and bLrought
fare to Karinﬂalle for its peintings, tapestries, furniture and
other ohjecta. At present 1lttle 1ls known of the identity and

. source of some of his earlier scquisltions. any are known to

hzve been obtained throu:h re ular dealer channels; others
vndoubtedly came from the collectlons of dispossessed German
Jews, either through forced sale or cutright cenlliscetion. In
this 1i-ht 1t is significant that followin; the Austrian
Anschluss, the art collections of both Goering and Fitler are
known to have increeged jreatly as ths celebrated collectiona_
of Austrian Jews, notebly the Czernih Collection of Vienna,
found thelr way into thelr handa,

n. Goering and the Eincatzatab (Mask Force) Rosenbery in
france.

The Task Force Rosenber;. (atoreviated ERR) was estab-
l12shed under the direction of Alfred ROEEVREERG orizinally for
~ the confiscation and dlsnosal of Jewish property in Polsnd
. and Russia, In June 1940 1t trensferred its activities to the
% Yest, Headguarters wers sot up in Parls at 54 Ave d'lena with
fi & staff of several hundred experis, dealers, valuers and ninor
officlals, both Germen and French, and a depcsitory wes estab-
lished at the lusece du Jeu de Paume where objects acquired by :

the Hosenverg Organization end by the irdividual agents of

{3
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Goering, Hitler and other hlzh ranking Nazl Party officials
were catalogued and prepared for shipment to Germany. (A
partial 1ist of the more important French collections known
Po have been confiscated by the ERR is attached as Appendix
A,) Chief of this office was liajor Kurt von Dehr (a sulcilde,
llay 1045). Deputy Chief was Dr. Iruno Lohse who appears to
kFave been Goering's leading representative in the opzaniza-
tion. 1lle is currently 1n the custody of this ZEranch along
with the complete records of the ERR (see part B infra).

A reliable French Informant mown by and available to
us, and who was employed at the Jeu de Paume throughout the
Germen occunation, states that Goerlng visited this devnository
8lxteen times, and was glven first cholce of the objects
collectod there. From captured documents found in Paris
offices of the ERR 1t appears that he came to Paris on Feb=
ruary 4th and 5th 1941 and sulnltted to vor BEHNR photographs
of works from conflscated Jewish collectlons which ke and the
Fll-rer warnted for themsélves. Ile then Informed the representa-
tive of the Kunstschutz (the <erman or anization for the pro-
tection of monuments and fine arts), who wes present, that
tlhese 1tems were to be loaded immedistely and sent to Germany
by special train.

The French source described abtove further reports that on
29 ovember 1942, Goering again visited the Jeu de Paume. This

time he selected 2 landscape by van 3ogh from the .elnberger
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collectlion, the preliminary valuation of which was 500,000
francs. Dr. LOHEL reduced 1t to 100,000 francs. It is
unknown to us wlether payment of even thls extremely low

1 ure was actually made and, 1f so, to whom. It 18 believed
that in many of these transsctions no transfer of funds by
Goering was made but a credilt in the amount of the pureclase
price of the object established ajalnst the Frencl war debt
to Germany. It 1s also significant to note that the market
value of this particular painting.was estimated to have bLeen
about 1,000,000 francs by source who is reasonably qualified
-to make such an estimate.

The process of zlving trarsactlons a cover of legality
by a formal eporaisal, althou:h at fijures well below tlieir
true worth, appears to have beer used on mors than one oc=-
casion by Goering. One Jacques BELTRAN, a Parls engraver,
was employed for thls purpose by Dr. LOHESE. Hls valuations
were so notoriously low that on one occaslion Drs., KUNTZ and
SCHIDIAUSKY (other ERR officlals) are reported by source to
have successfully protested.

In August 1943, Dr. LOHSE 1s reported to have renoved
the following paintings from the Jeu de Paume for shipment to

Goering:
Ereuzhel the Younser: Diana and Her lNaids Bathin:
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17th Century Itallen School: Holy Family
Flemish School: Diner Champetrs

School Thknown: The loly Grail (a painting more than
_ 2 m. high

Currently we have no further Informatlion on this transaction.
Another ipportant agent for Goering; aétive in France

and Italy was Pfof, Josef A'GERER, purchasing agent for the

Berlin importing firm of Quandtmeler & Ecker, and apparently

responsible malnly for the acqulsition of furniture, tapestries,

and other objects.

., According to papers found in the Paris offlice of tke ERR,
Prof. A’ GERER acted as intermediary in passing to Goering
photosranhs of objects mcquired ity the or_anization. Another
source, currently an Allled P/i, rerorts that AUGERER boasted
to him of bringlrg the collectlons of books, furniture and
8rt objects frdm tke Rothschild Palace (probably llaurice de
Rothschild) to Germany for CGoering.

3. An 111ustratioﬁ of Goering's transactions in Holland,

Coering's principal agent in Holland appears to have besn
Alois MIEDL, an old school frlend of the larshall., He 1s
currently in the custody of this Zranch and under Interrozation,
(See mart B infra.) In 1940, I'IEDL, who is sald by several
witnesses to have represented himself as Gosrin:'s azent,

fcquired the firm of J. GOUDETIKKER of Amsterdam, one of the
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most irmortart private collectlona of works of art in Folland
and the property of a well-known Duteh art dealer. Corres-
pendence (photostats of which are in our possession) between
A. v.d. TNergh, attormey for the late Jacques GOUDSTIKYER, and
I'ma, GOUDSTIK”ER, now in thils country, lndicates that the sals
mlsht have been made under duress. A will of GOUDSTIKI{ER,
dated 27 January 1939 states his intentiocn to leave his col-
lection and the buildin ;s housin; it to the Dutch nation.
Scmetime tetween the execution of thls will and the sale of
the property shortly after Le fled Ifrom Holland in 1949, dying
while en route to Enzland, thls intent chan_ed. An extract
from a letter of van der Ier:zh of July 26, 1940 to !me,
COUDEPIKKER statlag "... The clrcumstances (of the sale) which
can be discussad fully only at a later date, made 1t necessary
to sell the tusiness in order to avold great unpleasantness...”
micht indicate the reason.

Objects from trhe GOUDSTIKKIR collection are known to have
teen added to Zozrin;'s collectlion. Newspaper accounts indi-
cate that several have already ecn ldentlfied at the Unter-
steln depository. Three palntings definitely identified as
tein - part of tha GOUDSTIEKKLR collsction are amon; a group
of twenty-one palntings broushf by IEDL to Spailn for foering.
They ave now held at the Free Port of 21ltac. Another has

turned up in Switzerland s.ere 1t was deposited in the name of
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Dr. Arthur WIEDEKEFR (see below) by MIEDL in a Swilss bank.

4. Removal of nationally owned works of art by Joering.

To date we know of few instances of the rcmoval by
(roering of state-owned items. The interrogation of Andreas
néFER, curator of Goering's art collection and his principal
agent, and the study of the objects at the Untersatein deposi-
tory (See part B infra) should, however, furmish evidence of
this particular form of acquisition. A G-5 MFA & A Report of
20 December 1944 states that at the order of Goering two

nationally owned paintings, Cranach's Portralt of Kurfurst

Johann von Sachsen and “aldun; Grien's Venus and another
unidentified 1tem, were removed from the De Hooge Veluwe
'useum at Otterloo, lolland. The Unterstein Inventory should

be examlned for these itenms.

5. The uae of the haven of neutral countries to facilitats
his art acquisitions.

Evidence is considerable that objects from the looted
collections of occupled countrlecs have made thelr way, often
smugzled, into Switzerland. Dr. Arthur VIEDEKIHR, o Swiss
lawyer, in a recent statement to a Sritish source, asserted
that he was Loldin for IMEDL, iIntroduced to him as a great
friend of Coering, six plctures, apparently smuggled into
Switzerland throuzh the German Lezatlon in Perne., The pictures

have been identifled, as belon;inz to the Rosenberz, Rotl.schild,
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and Goudstikker collescitlons, the Tirst two known to'have been
looted by the FRR. (See Appendixz A)

Other looted pilelures are kmown to heve found theilpr
%ay to the Galerls Flscher in Lugerne, a firm on both tre
Er-1ish Ilack Llst ana the U. 2. State Depertment Proclaimed
List. The statement of CGotifrled Reber, Goering's egent for
Ttely, (copy atiached as Appondix B) reports HOFER ag sayving
that the Paul Resenberg collectlon, after confiscation by
Goering, wasa gent: directly to Fiaohef in Switzerlend. "hise
statement 1s supported by 2 rellable and qualified ipritish
source who visited ths Onlerie Fischer or March 7, 1945 and
wes shown forty-four plciures ---.geven of which wera identiried
83 bein; from the Alrhonsc Kann ccllection and mest of tie
rewainder from that of Pail Rosenmerg. Flscher himself ac-
counte for their pregence by gtatin: he cobtained them as pa§ment
for purchases of Gorman and Dutch masters by HOFER in 1542.
Should these pictures tumm up on the 1n§entory of Gosring's
denoslb at Untersteln his ialationahip to this chain should be
8atabll aii'ed :

Se Conclnsion

It should agein be emphasized that the cozas 1llustrated
2bove are in no #way latended to bo a atatement of all Gosring'as

mgry transactions. They are morely indlcative of scveral types
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known to us here and even they willl douttless be fully
arnnilflied uovon reéeint of the Informaticn from the sources
get forth 1n section B hersof. Therefore 1t would ampear
almost mandatory that tiis material be obtalned before naking
a finel report.

B cources of informetion corntrclled by X«2 rench 1In the

-t o

field, the reports of which iave nof yet Deen mnde aveilable
to X-2 Tashinzton.

1. In conjunction with the In _liszh & list of twenty-one
persons known to have boen key personages in German art
transsccions was get as en Art Project target for Germany.,

Of thege twenty-one hLigh priofity targets twelve are currertly
locatod in the U. S. Third or feventh Army areas or are oinrer-
wise detained, one 1= a-suicide and the whereabouts of the
reraining eight &rs unknown to us at present. The twelve are
be’ng nlaced in a small cetentlion center estaltlished by repre-
santativee of the X=2 Iranch for further interrogation. The
enproximate date of completion of thils project 1s 1 August
1945, Of those held the followin ; are key men with re-urd %o
Goerirz's transactlons.

(a) HOFER, Valter Andreas: Curator of Ooering's
entire ccllection. Hofer waa also Goerin:'s princinal sgent
for art ourchascs throughout Lurone. Iils wife, alsc detalned,

8 picture cleaner and restorer, also worked for Goering befcre
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the war,

(b) VIEDL, Alols: Goering's chief agent for the
purchase of art in Holland.

(c) LOHEE, Dr. Cruno: Assistant Director of the
Einsatzstab Rosenber; in Parls and principal representative
of Goerin: within the ERR. I'uch eviderce exists of his dis-
honest arnd unscrupulous dealin ;s.

(d) HABERSUCCK, Karl: Zerlin art dealser, more
narticularly an agent for Hitler but reported to have acted
on behalf of Goering in acquirin  works from confiscated
Collections.

2. Reber, Gottfried Friedrich: Agent of Hofer (supra)

for Goering in Italy. Currently detained and it 1s conten-
Plated thet he will te interrogeted for his art activities
in the near future by an azency vorking In cooperation with
this nroject., A .copy of a sumuary of a CIC interrogation of
hin 1s attached as Anpendix E for informatilon.

3. Einsatzstab, (Task Morce) Rosenberg FFlles. The cone

Plete files of this organization (See supra part X-2 for sdme
Of its activities and baclzzround) have Leen found near lussen.
They are being microfilmed and processed and should vield
dﬁcumentary evidence of the flrst i=nortance,.

4., Goering's Art bills for 1643-1944 have been taken and

8re currertly at the X-2 lar Room, London being nrocessed.
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5. Goering's collectlion found in the depository at
nterstein, Pavaria which 1s being studied and processed
with a view to establirh the sources from which the otjects
carie.

6. Goering, Hermann. las been questlioned at the Seventh
Army Interrogation Center by the CIC concerning French works
of art. A cony of the surmary of that Irterrogation 1s at-

tached as Apneniix C, for Information only.

From the close relationshlp of the above sources to
Toering's processes for acquiring various works of art, as
evidenced ty the key parts they have played in the several
1llustrations set fort: in part A hereof, 1t will annear more
than otvious that to attempt to picture Goering's activitles
without Lenefit of tlelr statcmerts would be most lll-advised.
Accordingly, no information other thLan that used as exannles

in part A is forwarded at thls tlme.

)
‘ S

e |
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COLLECTIOYS LOOTED EY THE EIUSATZSTAB (TASX FORCE) ROSTYDERG

Tre following 1s a partlal 1lilst of the more i~mnortant
Frencl: collections %nown to hrve been confiscated by the ERR:

BERNHEIM, Jeune

POTTEN " EISER

JAFFE

KANI, Alphonse

LANDOV.SKA, v.anda

LIVDE BAUI! (or LIMNDEN), Alfred, D2ritish
cltizen

ROSEBERG, Paul

de ROTI'SCHILD, aron Edouard

de ROTES CI'ILD, Baron Fenrl

de ROTHSCIILD, Baron ‘aurice

de ROTESCIILD, Baron Robert

Estate of “aron Solomon de ROTFOCTTILD

SCHLOSS -

SELIG!IANY, Armold

SELI'ANI, Jacques

STEIY, Mme. Karla

WEIL, Andre

WEIL, David

WEINPERGER

WILDENSTEIN
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COUNTHER I7TZLIIITICE CORPS SECRET
SUR-SLCTION #5 E—
PENINSULARl U'E SECTIOY
SOUTI'Z? DISTRICT
APO 762

CASE 10, S£87=1035-P
27 April 1945

NEUORALDT: FOR TTE OFFICEN IT CI'ARGER:
SUZJECT: REPER, Gottfrled I'riedrich, Albergo Cesare, Avellino.

At the requést of tle A.C. of 8., (=2, this Azent
interviewed Dr, REIER on 24-25 Aprll witl. regard to his activ-
Itles In purchasin; art objects for Fleld lMarshLall Goering, and
obtalned the followin ; informrtlon. Since the subjcct is not
under this office's security jurlsdiction, the interview was
mainly confined to his activities with the art purchasinz
comnlssion.

Dr. Oottlieb Friedricl. RETER was born 1n Lage, Lippe,
Germany on 23 lMarch 1880. His fatler was an Evengellst pastor,
and the subject lived at several places in Germany with his
family until he had completed school about 1900. Ee then went
to “remen and Famburg where he.entered the textlle industry,
naking such s success tiat l:e opered kls own firm In Lanzerfeld
(near Cologne) shortly thereafter.

REFER became 1lntercsted in art when re warc about 27
Years old. Havin; a smoothly runcing business he was able
to devote consideralle time to studylng ert at the Tmiversity
In Tonr. It was at ti.is Lime trat he marrled Erna SA'DER, borr
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in Langerf¢ld, Schwelm, 15 QOctober 188:;.

In 1911 he settled lown to studvin- art seriously,‘
and wont to Paris. He bought up collectlons of CEZA'NE and
RENOIR pairtings for small sums of money, and then disnlayed
tr.em to collectors. REPER claims considerable credit for
popularizing tl.elr works, which tecame very valuatle shortly
tbsreafter. . '

In 1914, re returged to Germany, but was not taken
Into the Army until 1916. Te tlen served only about tl.ree
months, belng released on "industrial" leave. “len war first
broke out, he was considerably criticlzed, ever by rnewspapers,
for havin - befriended and ropularized French artists. e
Claims to have teen interrozated by the police on one occasion
Wrken he telephoned Zerlin to dlscuss terms for the sale of a
French nainting.

After the war he found thet the French Jovernment -
had 501d hie paintings in Parls for 1,500,000 francs, for
Wrich ke was relimbursed by the Jerman Zovernment with G0, 000,000
marks., , ’

He left Germany 1In 1923 for Switzerland where Lie
liveq almost entlrely for atout six years. “etween 1929 and
1933 re 1ived malnly in France, Switzerland and Jermary, ale
thou ;I: 1.e made several trins to ™ lend and‘one trip to the

"nited States 1in 1%29, wvhere he says Le was very well recelved
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as a famous art collector. In 1932 he gave an exhilition
before the Royal Academy in London. He sald trat he gave
few art exhibitions in Germary since he found very little
Interest there.

In 1933 he left Germany permanently. FHe was a
33rd de;ree l'ason and occupied one of the hi -hest posts in
Jermany, but it was at thls ti-e that MUFFELLMANY, also a
hi sh reanking lason, was killed by the Nazis. He said that
- the l'azis tried to get him to sign a statement dernouncing
the Scottish Rite, but that he refused to do this. Fe 1lved
both in France and Swiltzerland until 1940 and said that the
Gestapo frequently tried to embtroil him with the local au-
thorities, denouncing hiu as a spy, or as & possible criminal,
but that nothing ever ceame of thelr efforts.

REBER sald that le¢ wes in Swiltzerland at the time
France fell. Fe sald that life in Switzerland had alvays
been calm until TIYSSEN arrived about 1940. Then the Gestapo
became very active, and he was threatened with losinz his
German citizenship.

It was about that time that he was approached by
"alter Andrea FOFER, Director of Field Marshall Goering's
Art Purchasing Commission. REBER had known HOFER since 1679,
having met him throush HOFER's brother-in-law BACU'STIZ, a
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Jowlegh artist and collector. HOFER being a competent art
connclssaeur thoush not an ertist. HKOFER had first bezun to
worle for Goering about 1937-3C, when he had attracted the
llarshall®s attention through his discovery of a worthless
baintirg among one of Goeringis collections. About 1940
Goerin- put HOFER 1n char e of purchasirn: art objects for
him,

AOFER asked REBER to go to France as his agert 1n
5urchasin; valntings to be bought by Marshall Goering, but
RECER refused to go. HOFER then proposed that he zo to Itely,
which offer he accepted arriving in Italy 23 lerch 1941,
fetting up his headquarters in Florence., '

REEER stated that the most inportant deal he arranged
¥as In Florence where EOFER bougl.t apnroximstely 20,000, 000
lire worth of Conte CONTINI's paintings. !He said that his role
In this deal was to obtain the consent of CONTINT (who in turn
lagisted on weiting for approval from the Italian Government),
nd then to evaluate and judje tre ori;inality of the palntings
for WOFER. HOFER paid the cash and arranged the details. RERER
Stated that he received about 4-5 of the total amount for
handlin; the deal, and that a certaln Italian, Glorgio PUDELCO,
Now in l'orthern Italy, 2lso an art expert, received about 1-27

for asding in the work. Ile sald that HOFER was authorized
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about 107 for comnissions, and that he kept the remeinder,
3-57 for himself. Fe added that COITINI chargzed JIOFER very
Fizh nrices.

REBER said that IIOFER 1ntroduced him to Joseph
""OGWRER, larshall Goering's agent for the purchase of furniture
iIn the latter part of 1941, and that le arran-ed for A'GERER's
purchase of about 4,000,000 lire worth of EELLIMI furniture of
the 15th and 16th centuries, and also of a few unimﬁortant
EELIITI paintings.

In additlon, he arranzed for HLOFER's purchase from
S. E. BRASSIVI, Via Fleminia, Rome, of about 1,600,000 lire
worth of vases, statues and colurms. e also arran_ed for the
Purchases of 500,000 lire worth of sculntures from the antique
dealer SAVCIORGIO, of Rome.

REEBER sald that he had actually handled business
detalls for FOFER on one occaslon when lie recelved a telephone
call from the Florence Luftwaffe headquarters to appear and
tollect 2,000,000 lire for payment to CONTINI., UIe saild that
his maln knowled:e of GOERII"}'s deals came from what FOFER
told him in conversation.

REPER stated that he had purchased a few other
lsolated art objects in Rome, tlat he had spent half a day in

Naples in frultless negotiatin; for some tanestries that the
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owner refused to sell, but that the above represented prac-
tically all his dealings with GOERING's agent, HOFER and
AI'GERER.

He sald that a Venlc art dealer, I"AYLR, & German
national and Nazil, had many deallnzs with both FOFER and
AT 3THER, but that he knew no details.

Although he had had no deallngs with her, a certain

2

1znora VE'TURA of Florencc had sold many art objects to

r

(o }

OERING.

REZER sald that i.e Iacd never met Goerin: and that
on the occasions when Goering came to Florence, POFER exerted
every effort to et REBER out of town so that they sliould not
meet. Ile added that Goering was fanatlcally interested in
art, and that when 1In Florence he would spend hours with the
painter CO'TIVNI to the despalr of Luftwaffe units and officers
Weo were walting to honor hir. Fe commented that in many ways
. Goerin; was quite competent in art, and that if he had turned
his attention in that direction, he would have been quite
S8uccessful,

REBER sald that the art obJects which wore bought

br FOFER and ANSERER for Joering always left Italy by special
train, with the approval of the Italian Covernment, for Germany.

Pe gaid that he did not lknow, nor did he bolieve, that they
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were ever transported to Switzerlund from Germany, alnce he
thou:ht Goerings to be so Innately acqulisitive thal he would
have buried them in some secret vaults in Germany. In his
remenbrance, Goerin; was always in Italy to eaccompany the
speclal train, except on onc occaslon, when REBER sald that
HOFER told him Goering had not the train, somewhere in Ger-
many, in pajlamas, so eaer was he to examlne his new acqui-
sitions. REPER said that Soering wanted to buy everythingz
possltle, and that FOFER had had some serlous arzuments with
COPTIFI, because the latter did not want to part with certain
of his vaintings. REBER sald that CONTINI told him that
Goering had said one day, "COI'TINI, 1t's too bad you're not a
Paris Jew, and I'd just take tiem all away from you."

REEER sald that althou;: nore of GO™RIYG's Italy
Purclhases were sent to Switzerland, FOFER had told him that
When GOINING confiscated (?) the collections of ROSE!'ZERG,
tre farmous Jewish art dealer of Paris, the collections were
Sent directly to Switzerland where they were addressed to a
certain FISCTER, antique dealer of Luzern, Switzerland. It
Was RE"ER's impression that IISCUER provided a very lmportant
Channel for NOERIIG's purchases In France, and also possibly
from other countries.

RERER stated that he did not purchase anything for

elther HOFER or ANG=RTR after December 1942 and that he dld
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not sec HCOFER after that date when he left for Jermany with
GOINIT 7. He sald that to hls knowledge, Coerinz nurchased
nothinz 1in Italy after ti.e Armistice. I'e added that all of
GOERI" i's purchases had secmed scrupulously correct; and that
he believed the Italian Covernment hed Zenerally glven its
approval. He said that in only one instance had an incident
8eemed douttful, hils purchase of two 14th century tapestries
from a Princess near Padua, name not recalled. The deal was
handled by AYGLURER who threatened requisition from the Prin-
cess, when she refused to sell. REZER sald that AVWCERER had
pald an advance of 100,000 lire, but that to his knowledge
the deal was never completely consurmated.

REEER sald that gencrally sneakinz, all Itellans
were anxlous to sell art objlects to GOERI™Z, probably because
he nald such hih pricea. Pe said that GOERIFG had rather
Peculiar taste in art, scornin rellious picturecs and being
Interested mainly in nudes. GOERI’ i's chief interest in
Italian art was centered In Ilorence. FHe sald that USCOLIVI
dave GOERI!'C a number of objccts, one of them the priceless
ﬁltar of Pachel.

After the Armistice, RECER sald that there arrived
In Italy a German Art Commisslon under Col. Prof. LAI"CDORP,

~ &rchaeolozlst of the “erlin ‘usoum. Te sald tlat they seemed
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to be operating under the orders of HI!LILE to protect
Italian Art from the Alllea. e sald that tleir actions
were rot always frec from critiecism, ard that it was his
impreasslion that they carried off many art otjects, althouzh
they -ot little cooperation from the Italians.

REZER said that he was rellevazd of his Gernen
cltizership on 12 March 1943, togzether with his wife, and
carries an excerpt from the Deutscher Reichsanzeiger of that
date to nrove it. He saild that this was probatly done bhecsuse
Le was a !Macon, because he lLiad becn outsnoken in critlcizing
the treatment of the Jews, because he had criticlzed Garman
educatlon, and because he was an exponent of Modern Art. le
@dded thet tris news did not reach Italy until January, 1044,
Since it was published in lerlin and forwarded to Switzerlangd,
Where the Gestapo thou:ht he still lived. e did not Lave any
Particular troutle with the lcrman Command durln; tlis nerioad,
&"d on thc arrival of the Allies vas interro ated by F.5.S. and
at prescnt.is in enforced residence at Avelllno under ordsrsg

of the (usstura at Yaples.

CILEZERT S, MELDRUI
Captc, t-:.I °
Officeruin—Charga,
Sub- Section #5
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SECRET

Ref o SAIC/14 Auth: CG, 7tk Army
19 l'ay 1945 Inlt: P.K.
Date: 19 'ay 19045

SEVENTH ARIY INTERROGATICMN CENTER
AF0 758 US ARNY

FRENCE ' ORKS OI' ART OFTAI“ED CY

(Cf «uestionnaire A C of S, G-5, Seventh Army, 10 !ay 1045)

Rating: C-3 Date of Information: Cee Test Interrogator: A.Z.

1. PREAMELE

Although ke has becn deplicted 1n many news reports as
belng half mad, GOERI'G gives tlLo impression of being a
highly intelligent and cunring man, with charming manners
and a certaln knowledge of art. He 1s very talkative, and
once he las started to develop a favorlite theme he can
nardly be stopped.

He insists that he has no deslre to conceal anything
about the works of art which he has obtailned In foreim

countries. He exnlains hle tremendous accumulation of

treasures Ly claihing to bc a grest lover of artlstic works,

and by stating that 1t was lLls Intention to transform
KARII'HALL into a National 'useum. He says, fICV SI'T NUN
T"EL LCTY RENAISSAVCETYP" ("After all, I'm a Reralssance
t:me"). GORRING also states that tl.e low prices of jewelry

ard vorks of art in tkhe occunled countrics nrovided an
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Incertive to buy them whonlesale. Ile adds that he wag as-
tovnded by the cheammess of dlamonds at CARTIER's in PARIS
in 1940. From 1942 onwards, the prices of antiques and
artistic works rore enormously, and he had to excrclse all
his cleverness and every ruse in order to avold bLelng
"stung" by the dealers.

Source atates that In additlon to the treasures which
he tought, others were sent to him as gifts by Party lem-
ters and units of the GAI', and thai he alsoc exchengec
articles with dealers and other collectors, as o stamp
collector swape stemps. Il's claims that only about one
percent éf his colleciion comes from France.

2. FRENCH "CRKS OF ART Il FOERING'S COI LECTIOI

GOERIMG astates that no works of art were taken away
from the French llaticnal 'useums. . Fe clalms to heve becen
very helpful to the directors of the Frencl: Museun in vro-
viding sale repositories for thelr treasures in snccially
constructed alr rald si:elters. FEe states that he exchanged
two stotues and a couplce of paintlinge for one wooden statu-
ette and one palnting whiech e was very fond of at the
LOUV?E, Tke negotiations, he states, were long and diffi-
cult, but there was no exerclse of nressure on his part.

The Jewislh propertles were exhiilted in the SALLE DES
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JEUX DE PAUIT, under the supervislon of French and German
officlals. The most valualle of tl:.ese were sert on
FITLER's orders, to the Royal Castles of MNEU=SCIVAISTETM
and FOI'EVSCITLAYGAU, Havarla, to the shelters of tre
FUEFREREAUTEN 1n HNUFICF and of the REICVSCIAVCELLORY in
ITRLIV, and to OZERTALZZHG, Thelr ultimate destination
wag the new Fational luseum at LINZ, Althouzh he admits
that some of these treasurss were sent elsewhere, GOLRIIG
preternds to have no !mowled ;¢ of thelr wiereabouts.

The remaining works of art exhibited at the SALLE
DTE JEUX DE PAUE were sold at public auction. PV bought
sorne palntings, statues, antique furniture, and GOZELIN
tapestries. In theso deals GOZRING was advised by a
F'rench exnert, a "useun offlclal, and Llc tids never ex-
cecded the evaluation set by thls advisor. The only
Jewelry whick: he bou_ht was antijue. French and Gernan
antique dealers were authorlzed also to take part in these
auctions. P¥ clalms that tie FI'EI'NER demanded photo_ranhs
of all works of art bought by other anmateurs, and that the
latter often had to turn over treir purchases to FITLER's
representative, for eventual shipment to the LINZ 'useum.

GOERIYTY states that he Lought certaln items direcet
from dealera in Paris, like any private collector. Also,

he occaslonally made purciares from clateaux and private

SIEC
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collections through an intermedilary.

3. CONDITION OF TTIC COLLECTION

Source statec that two spcclallste were resnonsibile
for the care of tlie works of art in hls collection, and
that all items were in an excellent state of preservatlon
at the time of their evacuation to Southern vermany (Sce

next section).

4. REPOSITORIEE OF THE FNETCE YORKS OF ART

There was not suffilcient Lime to evacuate GOIRII i's
entire collectlion when tl.e itussien advance mensced
KARITI'ALL. A number of GOFELIN tapestrlies (no Frerch
ones) and a certain amount of furniture (Louls XV and
Louis XVI) which came from the SALLE DES JEUX DE PAUI'L
had to be left behind.

The most preclous collections were sent to ZERCI'TES-
GADEY", Ly RR. At the time of Pli's ar: ost there by the Ss,
23 April 1945, these treasures were loaded on freight cars
which were inside the unfinished tunnel of the FEERCITIS=-
3ADE' RR station, and on some otker cars wlilch stood on
the tracks of the RI line from EERCHTLCGADE! to KOELIJSEE.
(I'ote: This informatior has since becn confirmed.) Eefore
his arrest GOERII'G had time to glve orders for the security
of these freizht cars. I'evertlieless 1.0 was Informed that

ot

sone of the -uards attachced to him (GESTAPO and SD men) had
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started to plunder the cara,' a5 well as hls villa at
OLERSALZ BERG, wder prelext of putiing them in greator
safety. .Source belisves, however, that sll the valuatlc
works of art which he obtained from the SALLE DES JEUX
DT PAUMNE can bte located ard returned.

Followlng the Interrcgatlor sourcs made s written

}
|

statement pledglng hls cooperation in the reccovery of .
tl ese art treasures (See Appendix). IHe also gave the
following eddltional locations where some other worits of
art acquired at the JEUX DX PAUIIY might be found:
a) A certaln number of GOZELINS at the BURC
VELDEI'ETRIYV near I'ETfIAUS on the PRINITE
(RR line from I'UREI'EERG to SAYREUTE),
b) A certain number of GOZELINS in the eip

raid shelters of the LUFIMAFFE Vear Acadsmy
at WILDPAREK-UERDER, near POTEDADY.

L T TR Py T ey e TR L e RN T

[v]
~—

One peintin; calied the "Yadonna of MEMLIFGY
at Pi's wife's present dwellln: a: ZELL am
SEE. (This painting wes returned by P\ to
G-5, Seventh Amy, through this unit.)
GOERING clalms to have had nothing to do with any
French works of art or valuables other than thosc mentionsed

in this report.

19 I'ay 1945 SEVENTH ARIY INTERROGCATICH CENTER

t
]
1
E
|

PAUL KUPBALA,
”&j L3 11I ?
Commending.
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APDENDIX SECRET

AUGSEURG, 18 May 1045

I hereby declare:

1) Trkat I an ready to return art treasures (exhibited
i~ JRUX DE PAUNE) which I acqguired and btouzkt at avctions
of requiciticned property. .

2) That T will do my utmost to find out about the
location of thece articles and that I will 3ive all the
pertinent infoructlon nosslble.

%) That the grcater part of these artlcles and of
rny total pronerty of art trcasures are packed 1n scveral
frei-lit cars in BERCTTEGADEN. The storing of thesc
articles in alr raild shelters did not occur because of ny
irprlsonment by FITLER the day after my arrival tlerec.

4) That I iInformed the French liaison officer in
ctar~e atout several other places wlicre there could be
some less lmportant works of art.

5) That I ém convirced that a confererce with my

formor art custodian MOI'ER 1In the presence of Allied

Cfficers will lead to a sneedy and extensive clarification

of all quesfions.

/8/ HERMANN OERING
REICESMALSCIALL

SECRET
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Der lelchsminlster der Luftfolirt

und Qtertefehilshater der Luftwaffe

PARIS, 12 l'arch 1941.

SERLIN W 8
Lelpzizer Str. 3,
Staff Off’ce.

I order that the unloadin; of the art tressures trans-
norted from PARIS to IF'UESSEY be executed by thre person put
In charge through the Service of Relchsleitcr ROSIH IHRJ,
"Staff WEST". The persons nut in charge by Reichsleiter
TORENERG, Party Comrades SCYQOLZ, éﬁSSE, Dr. KUNZE and
Dr. SCITEDLAVSKY, are responsible for the unloadlnz and the
transportation to the place of safe keeping.

“eichsleiter RCSI'ITRG's "Staff WEST" retains adminis-
trative and supervisory authority until the Fuhrer's final
decislon ag to the future location of the seilzed art treasure.

I direct all services and authoritier to give all

necessary sunportto the persons in charge in the execution

of this order.

The Relchsmarschall of
the Greater German Reich:

/8/ GOERIIG

SECRET
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o' the GCreater Cerman Relch

ROITINTEN, 21 Novemier 1940

Dear Party Comrade ROSIEIIITRG:

Eearty thanks for your letter and most of all for the
worderful book "Deutsche Groesse™ (Merman Greatro se™., T
have already lieard much about the exlitition and have read
somethin ; about 1t. It 1s not rcally necessary for me to
assure you how particularly warmly I, for my part, greet

Liis exhibition. As a matter of cource, I will avall myself
of the next opportunit; ‘tc inspect 1t.

I chould 1like to inform you brlefly as follows, relative
to the cultural joods selzed iIn France. I have especilally
welcomed thet, after much vacillatlon, an authority for the
collection of the articles was finally declded unon although
I rust point out that other authoritier alco claim to nossess
power from the Fuehrer [lrst of all the Relch Forel = 'inicster,
who several months g0 sent a clrcular to all authorities,
claimin @ among other thirgs, power for occupled territorj,
and statin- that the «af--uard*'r art treasures wes L1 re-

sponsibilitV.

r'oreover, the Relch Fronutsanda Tlinlster 1les stlll 2lso
delegated, I tellevc, to deter=zine the data relatlve to
trese cultural goods, whlcl once were stolen frowu iermany
and wl:ich should now te returned. Thls, howcver, nertains
mainly to the artlclers that are found In thc possession of

AMemy museums.

I have promlised to sunport energetlically Lhe worl: of
your staff and to place at its disvosal that which 1t conld
not hitherto obtaln, namely, means ol transportation and
guard nersonnel, and the Luftwaffe is herely assigred to
give the utmost assistence.

In addition, I shovld 1li%ec to call to your attention
that I have been able to ohtain esmeclally valuable cultural
goodg from Jewish owners. I octtained them from hilding places
that were very difficult to fird; I discovered trese a long;
time azo, by means of brlbery and the employment of [rench
detectives end criminal agents. This activity corfiruma’ as
does the mctivity of m7 forei;n exchange Investisation
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authorities in scrutinizinz tank veults. In bteth cases the
results will bc communicated to your staff, which will then

be requ'red to celze the articles and transport tlem., T
cencider the cooperation beitveen your staff and Ferr TIUR''ER's
officc In PARIT as excellent and arswering 1ts nurnose to tho

Lishest de -rec.

Ir order tl.at no incorrect ldear arise rezardingz the
articles that I wart to claim for myselfl, and thosc I already
have obtelined through purchare snd otlhers which I sho:ld llke
tc ott~in, I wish to communicote to you the followin::

1). I alrea?; nossers today tliroush nurel.nre and
“barter neriaone the most ir-ortart nrivate collection, in
Sermany, if not in Turope., Theee are worke 'that I irnclude iIn
e categzor: of early-lordlc ruisters, tli.at ls, conseqre-tly,
tie zerir-terman, the early butch and Flemlch, the worlic of
the Wrerel. Jothic; that is, nalntinge o8- well ar reulnturc,

LN ak

2). A very exlciglve and Lighly valunllsc collez-~
Lion of 17th centwury Dutcl:.

3). A relatively cmall but very geod collectlon
of 12tx certury Irerch and [irally a collection of Italian
macters,

Thies whole ecollect on will te housed apnronrintely in
CART I’ ILT. and will come 1lster irto tlhie rocvession of tho Ftate
as rmy leaec:r, with the provizion that the gallery rorcin iy
CARTHALL.,

The Fuehrer has welcomed nmy plan, as well as surported
1€, -

_ In order to complete thls collection I have consldered
the purchase aleo of some few nleces from confiscated Jewish
cultural goods. This pertains chlefly to masters whose works
I did not hitherto possess or worits necessar~ to supplement the
collection. I submit these things from tlze to time to the
Fuehrer. The purchase occurs ac follows: the objects are
examined by a French expert, the presidert appointed Uy the
Sovermnent (whose name I have forgotten for the moment). The
Purchase sum 1s pald out to the trustee whom the German = tate
has apnointed. Arrangements and dlscussion concerning its use
83 well as the use of other sunmg accumulating in the trust
funds will be carried.out later. In view of the hundredr and
thousands of paintings, thils 1s a very modest percentage.

SECRET
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Up to now there have beer about 15 paintings. Py the way, I
Conslider this nercentsge all the more justified, in that
through my efforts, which can be provec, I brought out of thelr
hidinz-nlaces a very lar;e part of the art treasures. As a
matter of course, the ['uehrer liar reserved for hLhimself the
risht of decision over the rost valualle part of the collcction.
An extraordinarily lar;e number of otjects remaln, hiowever, tha
total of which will apparently read into thousands; these can
be emnloyed for the decoration ‘of party and staté tulldinss as
well as for the fl1lling of museums.

Thls in short for your personal information, so that
no false ideas can arise.

As for your letter addressed to Prcfessor SPE'R, I
ctan only agree whole-heartedly and most warmly with your
oplnion. Your lines dedicated to the Theuter-Germanentunm
Pleased me particularly. In thlis matter my endeavors coin-
Cide with yours one hundred percert. I should be grateful
to you if st our next meectin: we could discuss means leadling
to a quick and thorouzh success.

Sometimes 1t nlmoest horrible to see these theater clubs
(Theaterserrmanen) dawdling around cduring the magnificert
‘agnerian Operas. But also everything else you wrote In this
lettor asrecs completelr with the 1line I follow. :

It would plearce me very much to lte able to see you again
83 soon as poscible.

The Fuehrer has glven me a several weexs' relaxation
leave, which I urgently needed, since I found myself for the
flrst time at the end of my strength. I first went to my
hunting lodge at RONINTEY, 1n order to bte able to recover, away
from all cares. I shall be in BERLIN for several days around
the 18th of December and shall not fail to Inquire :n cuc course
at your office when it 1s convenient for you to Lold a confer-

Snce.
Thanking you sagain for tlie book, I am with '

Hell FITLER!
Yours

/s/ GOEnITH

SECRET
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the Greator German Reich Headquarters, 1L lay 1941.

The battle apairst Je''s, ['reemasons and other affiliated
forces of opposite Mieltanschaun." is a forenocst tagsk of
lational Socialism durirg the war,

I therefore welcome the declslon of Relchslefter
ROSL* EERC to form Staffe 1Ir all occupied territories for
the purpose of safeguardin; all research materlal and cul-
tural goods of the above-mentloned jrouns, and transporting
them to Germany.

All Party, Stete and ‘.ehrmacht fervices are thercfora
requested to rive all pos:1ble support and acclatarnce to the
Chief of Staff of Relchsleiter ROCKMNPERG's staff's, Keichs-
hauntctellenleltsr Party Comrade UTIKAL, and his @eputy DRK-
Peldfuehrer Party Comrade von BEI'R, in the dlscharze of their
dnties; The above-mentloned personsa are requested to report

. to me or treir work, particularly on any difficulties that

mi ht arise.

/8/ GOERTIG

SECRET
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St - U/sz

Tgb. - Nr.347/43

TO: Adjutant's Office of the Relchsmarsclall of the Ireater
Germar 1eich. Attentlon: lajor von IDRAUCIIITECH.

TYROUGH: Staff COffice of the itelchsmarschall.
BERLII W8

Leipziger ctrasse.

Dear Ferr von Prauchltech:

Party Comrade von ELI?, because of overworlk, has asked
me to relieve him of the direction of theIOUVRE unit of the
Staff, since he 1s required todevote himself completely to
"oapyice vest" of the Relch !"inistry for the Occupled Eastern
Territorles (seizure of furniture of Jewlsh apartments for
bombed-out poersons). In recosnition of the above-mentioned
reasons, I have granted this request and have now transferred
tiie Cirectlon of the seizure of art treasures to thie connetent
exmert of the "Service ROSE' JERG", Territorial Leader Robert

SCT'0LZ.
TFor the special wlshes of the Reichsmarschall, Dr.
LOr" is alwavs avalilable, whlle Party Comrade von BEHR has

the taslr of representing me In hls capaclty of Inspector of
the “taff in case I am prevented from so dolng during visits

by the Keichsmarschall.

T should like toask you to inform the Relchsmarschall
of the above-mertioned chanze and to bring it also the atten-

tlon of the Staff offlce.
Hearty greetings and Ileil Fitler!

Yours,

/s/ Illegible

(UTIKAL)
SZCRET
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The leilchsmarschall
of' the Greater Ferman Relch

EERLIN VW 8, 30 llay 1942
leipzizer Str. 3.

Dear Party Comrade Rosenberg,

Your staff for the selzling of cultural goods in Paris
has, I btelieve, been brought intc a false reputation in your
opinlion, as if it fostered artistic trade itself. know the
wori: of the staff very well and must state that tliere 1s no
service for which I can express 'such absolute praisc for
continucd work and willin ness as for this service and all its
co-workers. 1t was probably I who caused thls reputation of
fosterinz tue artistlic trade, since I asked some zentlemen,
wric were gpecial experts, 1f they heard anywhere during their
8tey 1n Paris or France that panlntings or other art objects
were beling sold Ly art dealers or private citlzers, to look
at these things and report them to me, 1f there were anything
there of interest to me. Since the latter was frequently the
tase, I agaln asked the mer to oltlige me Ly obtalning the
tl:inps for me, for wilch purpcre I provided a depo! for then.
If, therefore, several Zentleren were industrliously engaged
In maintaining connections with art dealers, this was done
for me excluslvely ar a personal favor, for the benefit of
the erlar-ement of my collection. Since very many intended
Purcliasers for art objects search in the occuprled territory,
I cor l~agine that these neonle may be in ignorance of the
Sltuation; perhaps also out of Jealousy the gentlemen of vour
Staff .ave been susvected in a wrong direction.

T feel compelled to glve you this exrlanatlon and to
Pequest that thls procedure be malntained. On the otler hand,
I personally supnort the work of your staff wherever I can,
and the seizure of a great part of cultural ;oods beceame
Possible trrough the tact that I was able to assist your staff

Lrou-h members of my staff.
with best greetinzs ard Fell Hitlerl

Yours,
/3/ FIRUVANN GOLRING

SECRTT
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Name: @Goering, Hermann

Nationality: Gerran

Reglon: Berlin

Posltions as of 1 April 1945:

Preussischer i.inisterprisident (Prussian Primec llinister),

Prisident des Preussischien Staatsrats (President of the
Pruscian State Council),

Stellvertreter des Plhrers als Relchsstatthalter von
Preussen (Deputy of HItTer as Relch Governor of Prussia),,

Prsident desx Reichstaps (President of the Keichstag),

Reichsminister der Luftfahrt und Oberbefehlshaber der '
Luftwaife (Relch I'lnlister of Aviation and Communder in
el of tihic Air Force),

Reichsforstricister (Reich Forestr  liaster),

Reichs Jarerneister (Reich Hunting llaster)

Beauftragter fir den Vier jahresplan (Delegate for the
Four Year Plian}), .

liitglied des Gehelrien Kablnettrats (llember of the Secrot
Jacs - Touncil),

Vorsitzender des l.inistorrats flir die Reichsverteidlijyung
(Chalrman of the lilnisterial Councll Tor tine Dofense
of the Reich),

Reichsmarsciiall (Relch Marshal),

SA Obergruppenfifthrer (SA Senior Group Leader).¥®

Birth date and place: 12 January 1893; Rosenhein, Upper Bavariacg/
Mistory: Ilis fatlier was the Tirst Governor of Joiliai
South West Africe and subsequently served as Consul
General in Hlaiti., 2/ His nother, Elisabeth (Lohe) G8ring
#* List of previous positions see: Appendix I. -
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travelled from llaitil to Germany, so that Her ann Goering
should be born 1n Germany, but shortly after his birth
returned to llaitl, where she had left her husband and the
other children, leaving Hermann Goering in the care of
lirs, Graf in Flirth,; Bavaria., Goering's family returned

to Germany in 1896 and for two years they lived in Berlin,
where the father was enployed by the covcrnmentﬁg/
Education: Vhen in 1898 Goering's father was pensloned, the
fanily moved to Voldenstein, Bavaria. In 1899 Goering was
sent to school to Purth, where he bosrded with a teacher,
When, despite punishuent, he caussd too wch trouble in

school by hils Jew baiting, he was transferred to th: neving

o+
Lo

scliool in Ansbachi, Subsequently e atbLerded the ilita

acadeny in Karlsruhe (Kadetten-~liorps Karlsruhe) - . e liltery

academy (llauptakademlic-Anstalt) in Gross-Lichterfeide 4/

In March 1914 (?) he was cormmissioned a lisutenar - i1 Lo
112th Imperial Infantry regiment.5/

Work and Politlcal liistory: At the outbreak of VWorld War I

Goering was attached to a battalion stationed in IMthlhausen
and saw some acticn on the western front in che first Tew

months of the war.6/ In October of 1914 he jJoined thc Aim

Force as an aviation observer (Plugzeugbeobacihter), and in

1915 passed his pllotis exanination. In llarch 1916 he

Jjolned a squadron of chaser planes (Jagdflieger), ranking

as one of Germeny's top alr saces. Z/ He was shot down and
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wounded the latter part of 1916 and hospltalized for

four months. 8/ By llay 1917, however, he had returned

to active duty and was placed in'charge of tiie 27th fighter
squadron (Staffeclflihrer der Jagdstaffel 27), In July 1918,

he was appointed cormander of the well known iichthofen air
squadronug/ vhen the armistice of November 1918 broucht an
end to the war, Goering disobeyed orders to surrender his
planes to the Amerlcan forces, and {lew hls entire force
back into Germany (Darmstedt). 10/

He expressed his dlissatisfaction with the Gernan sup-
render and his adherence to the nationalistic "stab-in-
the-back legend" on other occasions. ALt a necting in Berlin
in 1918, conducted by Minister of Var, General Reinhari,
he protested against the renmoval of Imperial military inaignia,
according to his official biographer. ;l/ In 1922 in Munich’
he took an active part in protests against the handing over
of German war criminuls to the Allies. 12/

As the end of the war frund Ceorlny witlout aployment, he
went to Scandinavia. He spent the year 10192 in Dennark,
working as a pilot, 13/ and in 1920 went to Sweden, where
he worked firgt as a transport pllot for Curt.-?loruun and
as clerk in the office of Ivan Lundh & Co., Subsequently hs
becaiie an of ficial of the Swedish air iine "Svenska Lufttrarik"

_ in Stockholm, 14/ It was tliere that he met Daroness Karin
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von Pock, who, after divorcing lier husband, niarried Gooring.

In 1922 Goering returned te Gernuny and jolined the
Razi nmoverent, uhich was then in 1ts very beglnning,' Fron
1922 to 1923 he was enrolled as a student of history and
econouics at tiic University of Iunich, 15/ but most of
his tiiie was spent in Naz®@ Party activities. During the
latter part of 1922 Hltler asked Goering to take ciiarge of
the recruiting for ti.e SA (Storm: Troups), which had made
thelr first puvlic appearance in November 1921 at a speech
of Hitler's in the HofbrHuhaus in Hunich. 18/ 1In Decei:ber
1922 Goering was officially named Chief of the 54, 17/
and established his headquarters at Obermenzing in Upper
Bavarila. lﬁ/ In January 1923 he is said to have reported
to Hitler that he had completed thie organization of the
sa. 19/

On Noverber 9, 1923, Goering participated in the un-
suceessful putsch at the Feldherrnhalle in lMunich. e was
wounded by & machine un bullet, but friends carried him
away, and the sane day he fled to Innsbruck, Austriagigg/
After recovering fro.. his injury (Noveriber--December 1923),
he made a trip to Vienna in Pebruary 1924 to confer with
Nazi ieaders tlhere, gl/ Shortly afterwards lLie went from
Innsbruck via Venice to Rome, because the Tyrdlese povernment
asked elti:er the handin over or the expulsion of the lazi
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refugees. n 1925 he left Hone and procecded via Czeclo-
alovakia, Poland and Dunzig to Sweden. g?./ *In Stockholn
hie entersd an asylum (Langabrd«-a‘imu-ajuldms aaylunm)- as

a morphine addlct, Professor Olaf Kinberg repeortodly having
besen in charge of his cure. Late In 1926, after armadsty
had been gronted the partlicipents in the 1923 putsgh and
Hitler had Lecen released from Impriasonient in the Landsbe g
fortredas, Goering returned to CGermany, leavin; lapin and
their cliild beiiind, 23/

In Germanhy Goerinp resw.icd his activitieés in the Nagl .’
Party. %/ As the putsci of 1920 l:ﬁ.‘d falled, the Wazis
alterad tlieir tactlcs, trying to ;din powsr tlarou’_i.l Teonstitu~
tional"™ methods; rather tiun throu sl openxevelt., In the
nat.iqnal 8lectlion of liay 1928 they unade their first pains.
Goering was wne of tiw rirst twelve Wazis elocted to the

Reichstag. fe reprosented the FPotsdan district (Yehlkrels 4), o5/

In 1930 Goexrin; was reelectod, 28/ -and Mau! rapresevitation
in the Heichs\sm_-_- rose from Ywelyve to one huifred and seven
seats., To pramste the Interests of the Party so suddenly
enhanced in power, Hitley appolinted Goeriar Lis Deputy in sl

politicul :satlers (politischer Beuuftrapter des Milwers der

NSDAF) for the Derlin ares, while Iitlér himself concentratsd 5

his activities in southern Germany. 2_‘7/ In tide cupacity

Goering played a proninent part in bringing Mitler to power,
: SECRET
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On January 16, 1931, he-took part in discussions with
Bruning who had 1lnvited representatives of the lazi Party
to the Helch Chancery in a vain effort tu come to termis with
the Nazis, 28/ On April 7, 1931, Coerins helped in tlo
ruthless suppression of the preamature revolt by Captaln
Stennes, and corscquontly his power was furtlor enlarged,
as ditler gave hin suprene Cormand over the Nazi Party for

the entire Lastcrmn Area (Generalvollicachit der Gruppe Ust),

When the Natiaual Socialist lMinister of the Interior of
Braunschwelg, the only state wliere llazis held controlling
positions in a coalitlon government, resigned against Hitler's
wishes, Goerin: hastcned %o DPraunschwelp to gssure continued
Nazil control of the [overnment., 29/ Later in the year
(October 10), he accompanied Hitler to an interview with
President Hindenburg. 30/ While Goerins was thus involved
in political negotiations in Berlin, Karin diled in Sweden
on October 17, 1931, Q&/ (In 1834 e brought her body from
Sweden to Germnany and buried it with rreat pomp at llc
Schorfheide estate. One jyoar later he marrled tlie actress,
Erwry Sopnemann.} | |

It was also during 1951 that Goering went on one of
his first miscsions abroad in behalf of the Nazi cause. He
went to Rome where he had discussions with hijh officials
of the Vatican, In an effort to win the approvel of the
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Church for the Nazl noverent he assured .wubara of the
Collage of Ckrr.unnla that the ?m.zis had no intention of
1ntr_oducinf: Ger:rmnio pagan cults, but would welcoue ‘the
suppﬁrt of the Chiwch, 32/ 3
_ Aftar tl;;e fall.cf *he Brining cabinet in May L832,
(roorlng conduc ted nu,goliatiomt with membepra of the von Papo:n
cm,:.nst on bat.n.lf of Hitler and the Hazi Payty, A8 & ragult
n!‘ t.lw dacticn of 351 July 1832, the-Nazis, .alr.hou; h lacking
E) najority, wore the largest party in Elw 4h ichatag. wen
nevertheless, Hitler on August 13, 1932, was offered only
thq poaition of Vica-ﬂlum_céllnt under U a,peh fnal;‘e_gl..g Of s1t
Gl'mncall‘or, hio reiuaad this pon'tion. _3-_'5/ Gnerim_‘,, howgver,
w8 electad Premdent of the Helchstap ‘}wn 3. i'. mot’. on x
.m:; uat 30, 1932, t_apd ugsed shis position . to l:ring about l
'_vote of no canfidanca 1n the ¥apen cabinet, fust before
Puper. was able to caz-xr;, inuo ef‘”ect tite d;snolnt.ion of
. tho *ieidmtac. ;5_4/ In the alectipn of, 6 Ilovmlbcr 1852

the Hazi ?artJ lost suato in the Raichatng, but nnsir number
waa atj.ll sui‘rioiantly larga to raalaec Goering Freaideat

T,

or l:he Beichpt.ac, when 1!; nar. !.n Daaenbar.: .u‘be;' tl_g rgaiina-"

tion of tlw Papen govanmant, uoprinr used hig 1nt‘1uema >

E -So Lh? utmost: t-q oppogt; the uppoiu!guenp of t.cl)}aiqher as

clmnceuor-, meqdlng, the t'ormbiun ?; B NeW nuh.l;;g); puring
t‘h" '3*‘1310%1 dsya from 20-30 Jan}mry 1953, Gpering in the
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main represented the Nazi Farty in thc nogotiations for
the formation of a new cabinet, making every effort to
persuade Hindenburg to appoint Hitler as chancellor. Only
by deceiviné, Hindenburg with false reports of an atte:pted
coup d' etat on the part of Schlelcher, did he filnally
succeed in having Hitler appointed chancellor on January 30,
1933, And it was Goering who first publicly announced the
appointment to his Nazi followers. 35/

For his efforts Goering was immedlately rewarded with
& number of influential positions in the Hitler povermment.
On January 30, 1933, bs was appointed Reich lllnister without
portfolio, 36/ and at the sae time Prussian linister of
the Interior. g’_?/ He used the latter position to terrorize
and suppress the political opponents of the Nazis in antici-
pation of the clection of 5 liarch 1933, He removed antie-
Nazis fron the Civil Service, :_5_@/ issued a decree of
2 February, forbidding the Communists to hold public neetings
and occupied their headquarters, the Karl Liebknecht house,
by police, g/ and on 17 February ordered tlhic police to
support the 84 and 8S, and organized an "auxiliary police"
("Hilfspolizei") couposed of members of the SA, the SS and
the Stahlhelm. 4_0/ After the burn_:u;gof the Reichstag, the
campailgn against antl-Nazis was Intensified. Thousands -

of "Comrmunists" were arrested, and the Cormmunist as well as
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the Social Democrdtic press was suppressed. 3;/

After the new Relchstag voted Hitler extraordinary
powers, thus virtually abrogating the 'Jelmar constitution,
the campalgn to eradicate political opponeﬁts of the
Nazis was carried on on an even larger scale., Under the

law of 7 April 1933 (Gesetz zum lilecderaufbau des .lerufsbeantsntuns)

a sweeping purge of the Civil Service was carried on, 42/
Early in 1933 also, Goering was appointed Deputy of
Hitler as Relchsstatthalter of Prussisa, ggg/ On 10 April
while on a diplomatic mission in i‘ome, he was appointed FPrine
linister of Prussia, He assumed this new éffice on 20
April upon his return fron Rome, 43/ and lrmediately set
about reorganizing the Prussian police further. oOn 27 April
1933 he abollshed Nepartment IA (Political police) of the
Prussian Police and 1n its place organized tlie Gehelme
Staatspolizeiamt (Gestapo), which became the most dreaded

instrument of llazi terror. 1Its personnel was recruited mainly

from the SA and SS, with a view to political reliability.

At thls tine also, under the authority and direction of

Goering, the first concentration carips were established. ég/
Goering's power in Prussia became complete, when on

18 May the Lerislature (Landtag) met and accepted the

"Crrachtifuncspesetz gilving Goering full authority to re-

organize the Prussian adninistration according to the princie

ples of the "Gleichschaltungsresetz” and beyond that to elter
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the laws as well as thie constitution of Yrussia at his
discretion, 45/ Shortly afterwards (8 July 1933), Goering
establfshed a new body, the so-called Prussian State Council

(Preusslischer Staatsrat), as an "advisory body to thie Prime

Minister in mmtters of legislation." Its nembership con-
sisted of the top Nazi leadership of Pfusﬂiaa 46/

In April 1934 the Prussian llinistry of the Interior
was nmerged with the Reich llinistry of the Interior .

Goering thus relinquished the post of liinister of the
Interior, but retained control over the Prussian Criminal
and Ad.lnistrative police. 47/ 'The secret state police
(Gestapo) on 20 April 1934, carie under Himiler's control
who by that tine controlled thg Gestapo in all the Gerﬁan_
states, though Goering as Priie Minister still exercilsed
over-all supervision in Prussisa, ég/ Net until 1936 did
Goering relinquish control over the Prussian police
entirely, when the entire German police was unified and
placed under the control of Hirmler. 489/

An important event of Gocring's career of the [irst few
years of the llazi rcgine was the purge of 30 June 1934; in
which Goering took a prominent part., Ilade responsible by
Hitler for carrying on the purge in Berlin, while Hitler
went to lMunich to dispose of R8hm, et. al., Goering used ‘
this occasion to "liquidate" the conservative oppositidn in
the capital., Among those killed were Schileicihier and his
wife, Klausener, von Bredow, Edgar Jung, Strasser, Voss, etc.50/
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Early under the llazl regime Goering gained control
of all matters pertaining to forestry and hunting in the
entire Reich. On Decerber 1, 1933, the Prusuian Forest
administration was rornoved from the jurisdiction of the
of the liinlstry of Agriculture and place under Yoering's
control, who rcorganized it on a central as well as on a
resional level. g;/ By law of 3 July 1934, (Law for the
transfer of thc forest and hunting adm-nistration to the
Reich) thre Reich [linistry of Forests was established, and
Goerling was ﬁppointed Reich Forestry llaster with far-reachin;;
control over the forest edunlnistration, lumber trade, etec.,
of the entire Reich. 52/ Finally, in 1935, the Meich and
the Frussian kinistry of Forests wers wuerged, the stremilining
of the German forest adminictration thus completed. Sinilarly,

hunting regulations throughout the Reich were centralized.

On 9 liay, the Reich Hunt Assocliation (Reichjapgdbund) had
asked Goering to becone rrotect;)r of the Germ.an Hunt.
Subsequently he reorganizgd the hunting laws of Prussie
and by thc law of 3 July 1954 already mentioncd, was piven
Reich wide ;]urisdictioﬁ. 53/

Completely controlled by Coering from the beginning of
the Nazi rerime was the fieldof aviation, both civilian and

military. On 30 January 1933, he was appointed Relchkomissar

fiir die Luftfahrt (Reich Commissioner for Aviation). 54/

SECRET



- 116 = SECRET

Only a little over a month later (5 llarch 1933), the Reich
Air Ministry was established and Goering appointed Reich
Air Minister. By law of 15 December 1933, concérning the
administration of German alr traffie, consrecl over Germman
aviation was centraiized in Gosring's h{mdse §§/ Goering
also controlled air research and alr protection. In 1933
he became President of the Lillenthal Company for Air
Researciy and durlng the same year founded and becarie Presi-
dent of the German Academy for Alr Rosearch, 56/ In April
1933 he established the Relch Air Protection League
(Reich Luftschutzbund), with himself as President, and by

ﬁhe law of 1934 revoked all former laws concerning air
rald protection and issued new-regulatiouso

A transition fronm civilian to military aviation was
the founding of thie German Alr Sports Unlon by Goering in
1833, By deeree of Hitler of January 1937 the name of this
organization was changed to NSFK. Although new alrmen
for the NSFK were recfuited entirely from the Hitler
Youth, the NSFK retained its financial and adiiinistra-
tive control independent of the NSDAP, remaining under the
jurisdiction of the Alr Minlstry and thus directly under
Goering's control. 57/ | '

On 1 llarch 1935, the formation of a new Cerman Alr
Force was officiully announced by Hitler, and Goering was
appointed Commander in Chief of the Alr Torce
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(Oberbefehlsheber der -Luftwaffe). 58/ Goering soon developed

the Alr Force into one of Germany's most power?ul tools

of military aggression, particularly after Illiler, on.

16 liarch 1935, had officially repudlated the limitations

on German armanents imposed Ly the treaty of Versallles. 59/
Cormaander In Chlef of the Air Force was not thc only

military rank Goering held, On 31 August 1933 Hindenburg

appointed hiii Gemeral of Infantry (General der Infanterie). 50/

On 20 April 1936, he was promoted to Gemeral Oberst

and on 1 February 1938, he was advanced to the¢ rank of

Generalfeldmarschall, thc highest German military raak. 61/

Shortly after the successful conclusion of the nilitary
canpeign in France, he received the newly created title of

Reichsmarschall, 62/ Hitler also showed his confidence

in Goering by appointing him his Deputy in March 1938 during
his absence fromn Gernany in connection with the annexation
of Austria, Eg/ and by designatin;. him, in 1939,
(August 307) as his successor. 64/

Becinning in 1936, Coering becaie one of the rmiost power-
" ful figures in countrol of the German economy. On 27 Aﬁril
1936, he was appointed lieich Corriissioner for Raw llaterials
and Foreign Exchange (Rcichkommissar filr Rohstoffe und

Devisen). 65/ On O September of the sane year Hitler
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proclained the sccond Four Year Plan, and to carry out
the economic progra. of this plan Goering was appointed

Delegate for tho Four Year Plan (Beauftragter flir den

Vier jahresplan), 66/ 0On 22 October, Goering issued the

first decroe in his new capacity. §z/ A8 Delegate for the
Pour Year Flan, he was given far-reaching authority to
issue laws and decrecs affecting economic poliey and to
call upon sestablished government agencies to carry out
these policles. Shortly after the annexation of Austria
(19 March 1938) tho Four Year Plan was extonded to Austrla
and subsequently was applled to other territorieé annexed
or occupied by the Goruans, 68/ |
On 26 Hoveuber 1936, Schacht resigned as [Anister of
Econonics, and funk was namned as his successor, the appointm
ment to be effective 15 January. Coering was entrusted
with the management of the lilnistry of Econonics for Lie
interinm period, Betwsen the 26th of Novenbser 1837 and the
4t of Pebruary 1938, thc day he actually rclinquished his
authority as llinlster of Econonics, Goering undertook a
sweeping rcorganization of the’M1nistry; so as to bring 1ts
activitles in linc with the policles of the Four Year Flan. 59/
The year 1937 also saw the establishment of the
Goering industrial combine, which becuie She third largest
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industrial trust in Europe. On 15 July 1837 the Rcichswerke

AG fiir Erzbergbau und Eisenhutten Hernann Goering was formed.

In a speeci on 23 July before repfesentatives of the iron
producing and iron consuming industry, Goering announced

that construction of the first plant at Bleckenstadt

near Salzgitter had begun. ZQ/ The Goering combine rapidly
expanded. Reorganized in 1941, it controlled vast industrial
properties not only in Gernany, but throughout Cerman
annexed and occcupied territory.

Throughout these years before the .war, Goering fre-
quently represented the Nazli government on missions abroad,
while at the zame tire he received munerous foreign
vlisitors bot: at his official residence in Berlin and at
his estate alt Schorfhelde, Karin Hall.

On 11 April, he wént tc Rome, where on the 12th he
héd a8 Conference with thc Pope and with Cardinal Paecells.
Later, in liay, a meoting between Goering and Mussolini
took place. 71/ 7 Novenmber 1633, found Goering again in
Italy, where he conferred with Mussolini. zg/ In the
spring of 1934 he took a trlp througrh thce Balkans. From
Belprade he proceeded to Athens and after several days
(17=24 liay 1934) went to Dudapest, where he was received
by Horthy, 73/ In October 1934 he returned to Belgrade
to attend thc funeral of King Alexander. On that occasion

he gave an address to the local group (Ortsgruppe) of the
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NSDAP in Bolgrade° 74/ In January 1935 he rmade the first
of several visits to Poland. On 31 January he was received
in conference by Pilsudéki.zgf Only a fow ronths later
he returned to attend Plisudski's funeral (liay 17-18). On
that occasion he had a long conversation with Laval, who
was in Poiund at the same time. On 27 iiay Goering visited
King Borls in Sofla, and early In June was once more in
Belrrade, 76/ After thus cultivating the friendship of
Gernmany's satellites in Southeastern Lurope, Goering turned
his attention agaln to Poland, which he vislifed early
in 1936 (17-26 February). 77/ 1In 1937 he nade two trips
to Italy 1in order to strengthen the tles of the Rome Berlin
Axis, and once wore spent sevcral days in Poland from 1G-22
February. ZQ/

Indicative also of Goering's influence in foreign
affairs 1s his appointment on 1 February 1938 as a nmember
of the newly established Secrot Cabinet Council (Geheimer

Kabinettsrat), wiiich according to the officlal announcenent,

was ccnstituted to advlse Hltler on matters of forelpn
policy. 78/

With the outbreak of war Goering's power was further
increased. By decree of 30 August 1839, Hitler established
the liinisterial Council for the Defense of the Reich

(Ministerrat flir die Reichsverteidigun::) and appointed

Goering its chairman. In the council legislative as well
as executive authorlty was centralized to the largest
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possible degree, nembers of the council being authorized to
issue laws and decrees even if contradictory to existing
legislation. A further decree of January 1941

empowered Goering to enact any legislation necessary for
alr mid protection of the Reich., 79/ In llay 1941 the
Industrial Council & the Reich llarshal for Aircraft

Production (Industrierat des Reichsmaraciall ffir die

Fertipuns von Luftwaffen;erBt) was established under

Goering's directlon, with liilch, Deputy Corriander in Chief
of the Air FPorce, as chairman. 80/ On Septerber 2 (?) 1943,
Goering becare chairman of the Zcntrale Planuncant

(Central Planning Office for Viar Production), subordinated
to hinm iIn his capaclty as Corraissioner for the Four
Year Plan., This office engaged primarily in long range
over-all plannin; for war production, lecaving the arrange-
nent of detalled plans to other agencles.

Beginning in 1943 and particularly since the latter
part of 1944 reports have been numerous concerning the .
decline of Goering's power as a result cof his rivalry with
Himmler was well as wlth Speer, although 1t has not so far
been clearly ascertalned to what extont he lost influence
in recent years. Not until 27 April 1945, did he officlally
relinquish any of his inportunt offices, when he resigned
as Reich Aly linister and Cormander in Chief of the German
Air Force., 82/ Less than two weeks later he surrcndered
to the Aneriean Seventh Army in Austria, wvhere he had fled

from Berlin., 83/
e SECRET
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