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HEREWITH BELGIAN PRESS SUMMARY FOR WEEK OF AUGUST 25 

t o 3 1 . 

S t r i d e s were madE t h i s wEEk i n accompl i shmen t of 

govErnmEnt b u s i n e s s : ThE House f i n i s h e d v o t i n g thE 

g o v e r n m e n t ' s f i n a n c i a l p r o p o s a l s a l m o s t u n a n i m o u s l y , 

i n c l u d i n g t a x on c a p i t a l ; / J u s t i c e M i n i s t e r , Marce l 
* i »I 

GrEgoirE, in maidEn speech before Senate, promised \\ * 

speeding of purge including release of small fry and % 

trials of major offenders beginning in October; j 

ForEign Minister, 



-2~UnnumberEd, Undated, f ron Brusse l s via '/for, 

PorEign M i n i s t e r , Spaak, triumphed in the Senate by 

g e t t i n g a unanimous vote of conf idence , wi th one 

a b s t e n t i o n , fo r h i s p o l i c y on eve of d e p a r t u r e f o r 

Uni ted S t a t e s to d i s c u s s Belgian Lease-Lend c r E d i t s . 

Government a l s o announced 20 p e r - c e n t r a i s e f o r s t a t E 

employees to make up for h igh p r i c e s . 

Although l i t t l e d i r e c t prEss comment on End' of 

Lease-Lend, p r e s s used dEvicE of quot ing f o r e i g n , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y , B r i t i s h c r i t i c i s m of d E c i s i o n . 

Belgians f i r s t r e a c t i o n was g e n e r a l l y s u r p r i s e 

a t t h e i r c r E d l t s t a t u s and then they wanted to know 

why thEy h a d n ' t r e ce ived goods in r e t u r n . TherE was 

a l s o r E l i E f a t P r e s i d e n t Truman's s t a tement to 

Congress on Lend-Lease which was we l l covered in p r e s s . 

Belgian p r e s s and p u b l i c werE ind ignant a t r e p o r t s 

which were not denied t h a t American s o l d i e r s had taken 

German women in to Belgium. 

There was expectancy over the. c e l e b r a t i o n of the 

l i b s r a t i o n of B rus se l s on SEptember 3, w i th p lans fo r 

p a r a d e s , m i l i t a r y and r e s i s t a n c e . 

Turning over of "Mystic Lamb" p a i n t i n g to BElgian 

a u t h o r i t i e s by US given wide p u b l i c i t y . 
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