OFFICE OF U.3. CHIEF OF COUNSEL
FOR THE PROSECUTION OF AXIS CRIGINALITY

INTERROGATION DIVISION SU.LLIARY

Interrogation of ERNST KALTENBRUNNER
By: Lt.Col. Brookhart, 28. Sept. 1945, p.m. Nur:mbcrg.

PRSONS ILAPLICATED, AND SUBJECTS

=
3

RNST KALTEIBRUNIER

. Perscecution of Jews in Jtoly

. Rclation to Hitler (17-19);Hocttl (17); Iisbe (29); Ncubacher(15-16);
Pohl (29-30); Ribbentrop (20-21); ‘mnncck (17); Karl Tolff (1-4)
SD (13-14,30; SS (13-14).

<

T

2. RSHA: Organization; scction heads; relation of Kalt.nbrunncr ~nd Himmler
to its work,
a, Mt I. Personncl; Ehrlinger (2-5; 28-29)
b. Amt II.Financiel administration; Specil (29~30)
¢c. ‘mt III Interior politicalguestions; Ohlundorf (5-1o,33)
d. Amt IV, Gestapo: Fucller(32-36)
c. fmt V. RSHA (forcign sceret servicc); Schellinberg (15-21)

THE ARRLST OF JE'3 IN IT.LY:

XK had known General Karl Tolff sincc 1936; the latter had served for a  long
period as Chief of Himmler's personal stoff and begnme "the representative!
in Ttaly in 1943. X denied that he hnd ~ny connection with thc orders which
had been issued to Gcneral "olff rcgording the arrcst of Jews in Italy. X
stated thet the first he hed cver henrd of the arrest in Jews in Italy wes
during a meeting which hc had with rcpresentotives of the Red Cross in Inns—
bruck (19LL, fpril) vho were attempting to have the Jews interncd in Ttnly
moved to Switzerlwnd. (ppl-3)

THE ORGINIZATION OF THE RSHA

mt T
This office was concerned chicfly with Personincl. (See o) 28) In pcrsonncl
questions pertaining to the S8, nominations, ctc., Himmler took ~ pcrsonal
intercst. Himmler prided himsclf on hondling these matters personally. K's
only function in thcse matters was to indicate on the report which went
forward to Himmlcr whether or not he. K, knew the individual in question,
if so, his approval or disapprov:l, (p 28) sce n~lso pp 13-14) /11 matters
pertaining to court judgmints agninst "leoders! of the SD were cleared
through ’‘mt 1, Dept.l, (pp 13-14) K personally was concerned with matters
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Ernst Keltenbrunner, 28.Septgh5, Polle

concerning personnel for Amt 3, Information Service. ( p 29) Personnel :
questions for /mts 4 and 5 were handled by iueller or Nebe personeally, ( p 29.

Amt IT:

This office was headed by Spacil; was concerned with Financial Administration.
(p 30) This department required little of K's time. Most of the administra-
tive questions were hendled through this office by Pohl who was of the SS

Administration and Economical Head Office. (pp 29-30) K's personal funds were
hondled by /mt 2, directly with the Party Chencellory which was the financial
source for the SD. ( p 30) The Chicf of ‘mt 2 was responsible to Pohl. ( p 31)

Gruppe II, b: K states he knows nothing of this unit. ( p 32)
Gruppe II c¢: K states he knows nothing of this unit. ( p 32)

fmt TTT:

Office was hcaded by Ohlindorf and concerncd with "interior political
questions". ( p 15) The rcports issucd worc generally of intcrest to the
Party Chancellory (Dr. Xlopfcr, State Secretory). (p 27) In many instances
matters reported by this office were taken up with the various ministry
heads by X personally. (p lo) ‘s for Himmlcr, the motters were generally
referred to him in writing sincehe was seldom in Berlin, ( p 11) Himmler
generally reccived his rcports from {mt 3 direct. ( p 11)

GRUPPE III under /mt 3:

K states that it was on the basis of reports from Gruppe III that he made
his daily rcports to various ministrics. ( p 9) Somctimes the matter was
not handled by rcports rather an RSHA subordinnte was dirccted to contact

a subordinate of the ministry conccrned and inform such official of the
matter in question orally. ( pp ‘9-lo)

GRUPPE III ‘. under ‘mt 3:

This office was concerncd with "race objections to any judgment or mis
judgment of any civil judge in court"; attitudes of thc populcotion towards
legislation, cte. ( p 7) X repeatedly insists thot this function merely.

involved the rcportin§ of "public attitudes" not the npplication of ony
"executive measures'.

GRUPPE IIT B: ‘

K is unnblc to recall its cxact functions. He believes it was sct.up to handle
"people's political questions"  public reactions, ctc. ( p 8) To his know-
ledge III B was not connected with "the working out of Nazi biological doctrine

(p 8)

20 July Incident: A1l details rclating to the nationnl recaction and the mass
of information rclating to an " attempted revolution" werc hondclded by III.

( p 33)
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Ernst Kaltonbrunner, 28,Sept.i5, p.m.

mt IV:

Gestapo, headed by lucller. K steadfostly insists through out the
interrogation that mottcrs portrining to'his officec were not under his
jurisdiction; that iueller functioned dircetly under Himmler. ( p 32)

Nonc of the reports of /mt 4 were scnt to him. He docs not deny thot such repor
were probably aveilablc to hiw. ( pp34=35)

facller reccived reports from the Ficld through Amt 4 rclating to the
security of the Rcich, He wns in a position to issuc ordcrs directly on the
basis of thesc rcports, c.g. " if he thought thot the action they had troken
was not good cnough, cither to sccelerate them or give them ~ny differoent
order whencver he thought it desireble". iueller headed his own office; K
never interfcered. X consistently refused to nssume leadership of the Gestapo
becousd they took over tasks thot were ageinst my outlook on life and my
disposition." ( pp35-36) :

Imt V:

Headed by Schellenburg; dealt with forcign scerct scrvice.

Office prepared deily reports regording the world political situation. The
rcports were of particulor areas in which mntters of conccrn to the Roich
were treated. K was person ally intcrested in the Southeast  prrticularly
the Bolken cuestion. K consultcd dth delegate Heubacher regarding this
arca numerous times. ( pp 15-16)

In recsponsc to the question re his ~dministrative control owver this work
of ‘mt 6, X nnswered that he frequently ordercd “nnneck ~nd Dr. Hocttl,
lenders of Gruppe VI E to rcport to him rogerding the South-cast, (Leter
Hocttl became X's rcproscntative for a mission to Switzerland). (p 17)

K's intercst in Gruppe VI E of /ust 6 was allegedly in opposition to the policy
of Himmlcr, K strongly advocating o gradunl evolution toward the Nazi concept
within the particular forcign governmcnt (i.c. in the cnse of Hungary) as
opposed to an "imposed" acceptence of Nazism, Hitler groduclly came to respect
Kt's position. However, "it wes too late to moke itself noticcable". Himmler
watched Hitler's reaction to XK's suggestions very kecnly, apparcntly to

learn whether or not Hitler actually favorcd X's approach. (pp 17-19)

Reports from ‘mt 6: Reports from /mt 6 when digested by X were returned to
that office oft times with a "romark" "or with an order for 2 confecrcnce
with 8chellenberg". K generally made rcports to ministrics concerned in the
various matters covered i.c. scnitation, trnffic, food, ctc. However, he
scldom communicated the contents of the repofts to Himaler knowing that
Schellenburg 2nd Himmler maintained closc contact, by-passing K's officc.

(pp 19-20). Likewisc, Schellenborg gencrolly communicated the forcign reports
directly to Ribbentrop over K's head. K ncver objected, knowing it would do
no good" (pp 20-21),
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