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Interrogation of ERNST KALTENBRUNNER ' ' 
By: Colonel Brundpge, 21.September 1945, p.m. Nuremberg. 

1. ERNST KALTENBRUNNER 

p;} Duties in RSHA (12-15), 
b. Responsibility for issuing orders (l6-18)„ 
c. Mass deportptions of forced labor (3). 
d. Attitude on the church (l9-2o). 
e. Jewish question (2o~2l)„ 
f. Concentrption camps (21-25, 31-32). 
g. Relrtion to:' (l) Gestppo (ll,28); (2): NSDAP (ll); (3) SD (l3-15)j 

(4): SS (15). 
h. Relption to: (l): Glueck (18); (2):Hitler (8,12,2o); (3): Heydricfe 

(2,3,9,11$; (4): Huber (3); (5): Mueller (3-4. 7-8, lo,19,22); 
(6): Ohlendorf (14); (7): Ribbentrop (2o); (8): Eichmenn (18-19); 
(9): Sruckel (3o); (lo): Himmler (1*4? 8,2o). 

2. CANARIS 

a. Position in SS (16). 

b. Relation to Himmler (16). 

3. EICHMANN 

a. Relption to Mueller (18-19). 

4. GLUECK 

a. Relption to Pohl (18). 

5. GOERING 

a. Aggressive action in »ustrip (3). 

6. GRATETZ 
a. Position in Government 
b'. Concentrption epmps (32) 
0. Relption to Himmler (32), 

7* HIMMLER 

a, Concentrption Cpmps (21-22). 
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8. HEYDRICH 

n. Concentrption (Jrmps (31-22), 
j 

9. MUELLER .; 

K. Concentrption opmps (22), 
b. Relation to: (l): Eichmpnn (18,19); (2): Hinunler (4,7,8,lo); 

(3,): Schellenberg (4). 

lo, NEBE 

t*:, Position in Government (5). 
• b. Relation to: (l)i? Himmler (7,lo,18); (2): Mueller (4,18). 

11* OHLENDORF 

JR. Position in government (5). 

12. POHL 

e:. Position in Government (18), 
b. Concentrption opmps (22,32), 

c. Relption to Glueck (l8). 

13. RATTBNB «-UER 

a. Position in Reich Security Service (26). , 

14. SCHELLENBERG 

a. Posi t ion in Government (4 ) . 

15. WOLFF 

EU Concentrption ormps (21). 
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( l ) KALTENBRUNNER'S DUTIES AS CHIEF OF THE RSHA 

Following t h e depth of Heydrich in June 1942, Himmler pe r sona l ly 
d i r e c t e d r l l t h e m r t t e r s of bhe RSHA ( 2 ) . The t r s k WPS too g r e a t . 
lichen asked by Himmler i n December 1942 t o t r k e over l e a d e r s h i p of t h e 
RSHA K refused because : (P.) He hpd no p o l i c e exper i ence ; (b) He wrs 
ever ph enemy of H e y l r i c h ' s pnd opnosed t h e p o l i t i c a l unnöepte °f t h e 
P r r t y i n Austr ia -which c a l l od for p r evo lu t i ona ry »a the r t h r u evolu-
t i o n p r y development of the Aust r ian NS movement., (pä) 

Kwrs c a l l e d t o Himmler's f i e l d hopdquarters1 on 15 January 1943 
pnd WPS "ordered" PB h i s "war e f f o r t " t o aestime' t h e p o s i t i o n PS Chief 
of t h e RSHA» Himmler r e t p i n e d t h e execu t ive b ranches , o f f i ce s 4 and 
5 (with Mueller PB Chief d i r e c t l y under Himmler). K was t o concern 
h imsel f s o l e l y with t h e I n t e r n a l Informat ion S e r v i c e s , (Amt 3 ) : S c h e l ­
l enburg , formerly p c lo se p s s o c i p t e of Heydr ich 'SJWPS t o r e t p i n con­
t r o l of Amt 6. Himmler t o l d K t h p t ho regprded him PS merely p " p o l i -
t i c p l man with no p o l i c e knowledge." (pp 3-4) 

X s t a t e s t h p t Himmler t o l d r l l "presen t ch ie f s of o f f i c e " of t h i s 
new arrangement. (4) (Note: Apparently meaning) " p l l ch ie f s of o f f i c e 
who were p r e s e n t " pt t h e t i n s . Hin) 

K never r ece ived p w r i t t e n order t o pssume b i s d u t i e s , ( p 5 ) . He 
never took rn opth of o f f i c e - e i t h e r beftf e Himmler or H i t l e r , (p 8) 

K vehemently i n s i s t s on pp" 6-8 t h a t he web Cnief of RSHA i n nemo 
on ly ; t h p t Mueller (Amt 4) ro r example, pcted independent ly of him 
pt p l l iimee> h iß a u t h o r i t y coning d i r e c t l y ' from Himmler} t h r t his'' 
ifühöiioh consisted1 tamely i n making o b j e c t i v e r e p o r t s t o -the " l ead ing 
posts1 ' ',, r ega rd ing p b i i t i d . a Ü C u l t u r a l pnd V e l U i ö u s ec t iv i t tb fe Within 
t h e Reicht, (pp £ -8) . K admits1 i k p ^ ' p r p c t i f e M l ^ " he should have appeared 
on pn o rgpn izp t ionp l chpr t between H i t l e r pnd Himmler (p6) but i n 
fpet he did. not pppepr i n pny such o rgpn izp t ionp l schemo becpuse pt 
t h e o u t s e t he hpd refused t o pecept t h e former s t p t u s of Heydrish. 
(p 6; a l s o pp 7 - 9 ) . "I WPS n a t u r a l l y c a l l e d t h e ch ie f of t h i s office" 
bu t I Haven ' t a c t u a l l y been t h e c h i e f . , . " (p?) K s t p t e s he hpd no 
a u t h o r i t y over t h e S t a t e end Criminpl P o l i c e , no p u t h o r i t y t o d i c t p t e 
p o l i c y ; t h r t he performed no execu t ive func t ions ; t h p t he hpd no 
p u t h o r i t y t o order en a r r e s t , (pp 9-13$'.B9* eluo n 28),. "Respo;ifeibilty 
r eco rd ing be our laws i s r e l a t i v e t o t h e func t ions t h a t o n e n o t u a l l y . 
execu tes" . . . «"Whatever I hpve done I am r e s p o n s i b l e f o r " , (p l o ) 

" I t wes my duty t o ga ther e l l informat ions t h p t WPS r epo r t ed t o 
me, add my own remarks t o i t , t hen drpw en o b j e c t i v e l i n e t o P H c u l -
t u r p l , s o c i p l p.nd p o l i t i c p l a f f p i r s i n t h e Stpt-e and tsend i t on t o t h e 
h ighe r l e a d i n g p o s t s " , ( p l l ) . K i n s i s t s thetjmahy t imes he made r epo r tß 
which c r i t i c i s e d t h e Pol icy of t h e NSDAP i n t h e m a t t e r of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
procedures end p o l i c i e s , ( p l l ) 

As sources of informat ion K r e l i e d on t h e SB 'Inland pnd "h i s p e r ­
sonal connec t ions" , (p 12) He "never used t h e Gestapo, (p 11) 
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The SD c o n s i s t e d of two groups, ( l ) -the Chief Office Group ( 3 t o 5 
thouspnd persons) pnd (2) t h e Honorary Office Group, (p 13) Tlhen K des i r ed 
informat ion r e e p a r t i c u l a r m a t t e r he would make a r eques t t o t h e herd of 
one of t h e Deoprtmens, i , e.Ohlendorf in Gicppe I I I , for t h e In fo rmpt ion ,— 
or K would r e l y on h i s " own connec t ions" , (p 14) 

OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. 

Kpltenbrunner denies t h p t he wps head of t h e Secur i ty 0 ; f i c e for Occupied 
T e r r i t o r i e s . This WPS t h e funct ion of t h e SS p o l i c e l e e d e r s in epch occupied 
prep ( t h e prea commendpnt of t h e Order P o l i c e pnd commandant of t h e Socur i ty 
P o l i c e . fls such they r e p o r t e d d i r ec t ly t o Himmler. The mat te r wes never r e f e r r e d . 
t o K. (p 15) 

ORDERS ISSUED OVER K'LTE^RUN^R'S NVE. 

Orders for Offices 4 pnd 5 were: i s sued by t h e r e s p e c t i v e chief of 
t hose o f f i c e s . K hpd no execu t ive p u t h o r i t y . ( p 16) k s t p t e s t h p t Offices 4 
pnd 5 might wel l hpve i s sued orders over h i s nrae which he does not know 
pbou t , (p 16) K i n s i s t s ih pt i f eny orders were i s sued b e p r i n g h i s name they 
must r e f e r only t o mp t t e r s of the SD In pnd — never pnything regprding t h e 
Gestppo ( p 17) nor t h e Kripo ( 1 8 ) . Orders p f f e c t i n g t h e I r t t e r two groups could 
only he i s sued by Himmler, Muel ler , or Nebe. 

K edmits t h p t Pohl , Chief of t h e Economicpl end Administrpt ion Chief 
Office might hpve i s sued orders over h i s ( K ' s ) npme, denies t h a t Gluedc , sub ­
o r d i n a t e t o Pohl could hpve i s sued such o i d e r s or t h p t Eichmpnn, Office 4, 
could hpve i s sued such o r d e r s . ( p 13) 

In response t o t h e ques t ion ps t o whether or not K WPS M u e l l e r s ' S 
s u p e r i o r he s t p t e d , " I WPS j u s t one rpnk h igher then h e . " ( p 19$ Regprding 
Pohl , K s t p t e s t h p t he WPS not P o h l ' s s u p e r i o r ; t h p t Pohl opera ted in p s e p e -
r a t e mein o f f i c e . ( p 19) 5Note: K p s s e r t e d t h e r e was " p h y s i c a l s e p p r p t i o n " ; 
he did not pnswer t h e ques t ion PS to whether or not Pohl WPS in f r e t P subord 
n s t e . ) 

K denies t h p t he wes ever H i t l e r ' s body gurrd , t h a t such WPS under t h e 
Reidi- Secur i ty Off ice , headed by Ret tenhuber . ( p 26) K s t a t e s t h p t during 
Fobruary, March, pnd " p r i l 19M he went t o t h e Reich Chancery for or f ive 
TimBs week, al though he only SPW H i t l e r pbout once a week. ( p 26). 

K pdmits having nr de r e p o r t s on t h e e f f e c t s of mass impor tp t ions of 
fore ign l a b o r . However, he denies having eny connect ion with t h e furmulet ion of 
p o l i c y , $ p SO) K made no i n v e s t i g a t i o n r e mpt te r of medical exper iments . 
Such i n v e s t i g a t i o n s would have been under t h e Chief of t h e S e n i t r r y System, 
t h e Chief Phys ic ian of Himmler, Grawitz. 
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KALTEjfflRUjJMER A J THE QSdfAPO 

K states that he had no connection with the Gestapo whatsoever 
--its operations or otherwise. He states that he never received 
any of the reports submitted by the Gestapo. (p28) 

KA.LrSiTBRQ.WER AJD PHJB CHURCH-J SWISH }U3SriUjtfS. 

K denies that he ever took positive action on the church question, 
though he admits that the subject was discussed in his "objective/; 
reports». pl9,20. He insists that his opinion differed from the 
Party line; that he protested the Jewish question, but -'there 
was nothing he could do about it-3, (pp 30-21) 

KALTEilBRUxNTNER AÜD COifCSJPRAI'IOi? CAi/iPS. 

K. professes to have made numerous reports re the "horrible ru­
mors that circulated" regarding the camps. He states that Pohl, 
Gluecks, Himmler are mainly responsible for conditions existing 
in the Gamps. Mueller is not responsible; that any orders for 
arrests resulting in confinement in a camp were issued "by Mueller, 
by order of Himmler-, K states that the Camp Commandant would not'' 
be authorized to execute an order received from one other than th$ 
three named, (pp 31-25) itfo one could gain admission to a coneen- C 
tration camp f°r a n v purpose without first gaining permission from 
Himmler, Pohl or Gluecks. (p32) /', 

ATTEMPTS TO RSSIGJ. 

K states that he attempted to resign in protest over the Concen­
tration camps and other issues. He could not resign be-cause he 
had been ordered to execute the mission as his'^ar effort», he 
was never responsible for the condition—merely for reporting the 
rumors he heard about it. (pp 22-23) 
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