OFFIC3 OF U. S. CHIEF OF COUNSAHL
FOR THE PROSICUTION OF AXIS CRIITNALITY

INT °ROGATION DIVISION SUMMARY

Interrogation of ERNST KALTANBRUNNZER
By: Colonel Brundage, R1 September 1945, pem., Nuromberg

PERSONS IMPLICATED, AND SUBJICTS

1. KALTENBRUNNER
Qe Treatment of Jews (10, 13).
b. Concentration camps (14).
Ce S.S., Gestapo, SD, SIPO (19=-R1)
de Relation to (1): Ribbentrop (2, 5, 3, 9, 10); (<): Himmler (10);
‘ _ "(3): Hitler (10,14)«
2. RIBBENTROP -
Qe Personal qualitics (1).
b. Position in Government (1). :
c. Aggressive war in various forzign states (5-3, 11, 12).
d. Treatment of Jews (10, 13).
e+ Leadership principle (11-13),
f.  Responsibility in foreign policy (11-13).
g Concentration camps (14). ’
, he Relation to: (1): Hitler (1, 2, 4=5, 3, 10, 13); (2): Kalten-
' brunner (2, 5, 3, ¥, 10); (3): Hewel (3); (4): Himler (9Y-10);
(5): Luther («); (6): Vecsenmeyer (9-10); (7): Winckelmann(9=10).

3.  BIRGIR .
a. Position in SS (13)
b. Prisoners of war (13).

4, FROMIM
2 Position in Govermnment (18).

Se GOERING
2s  Aggrassive war in Austria

6 HEYDRICH
33 Gaestapo (19).

7 HIMMLER
ae Treatment of Jowe (13).
Bis 83, Gestapo and SD, (19-21).
cs Conc-ntration camps (16~17).

3e HITLER
2  Aggressive war in Austria (3)e
b. Concantration camps (16).
Ce UInner Circle': Bormann, Goebbels, Goering, Ribbentrop, Himmler,
Todt, Specr (15-16)e
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9 MUELLER
ae Ge tapo and SS (18-19).

10, SAUCKEL
- Qe Mas: deportations (17-18)
be Forced labor (17-18)

11,  SS, SD, GIST.LPO |
e Opcrations of (19=R1)e

KALTENBRUNNER ON RTIBBENTROP

Kaltenbrunnor states that Ribbentrop was extremely jcalous of his posi-
tion in that hc would never permit anyonc to sharz in his work. He always
rclied on the fact th~t he held, in terms of rank, the highgst minist.ric:
position i1 the Reicl to c¢stablish his prestige. (pl) He was quick to
anticipate Hitlcer's ¢ inions and then skillfully adopt thoese as his ovma.
(PR ) He was very rcluctant to accept any information which Kaltenbrunncr

"had to offer from his information scrvice within the SD rc German foreign
policy. (pR) He virtually insisted on relying on his ovmn offices, e.ge the

information scrvice of the foreign office. (p3) Hewcl, Weltcer was the
connecting link between Hitler and Ribbentrope (p 3)

2o In 1943 there v o a period wh-te the war had progressed to such

a point that if it was Yo end at that time it would have to be by diplomatic
measurcs. Kaltenbrunner states that it has never been clear whether such
diplomatic measures - crc never forthcoming becouse of Ribbentrop's
inactivity or becauc. he in “ict did not darc procecd against the wish of
Hitlcr. (p 9)

Se, In the m ter of Austrian policy, Helter unner belicves that
Ribbentrop had iittlc influcence; tha™ Hitler ¢ .. Goering wcere prodominant
figurces in this conncctione (p 7)

4, In the choice betwecn war and peac. Kaltenbrunncr belicves that
Ribbentrop's concept was not an original onc but rathcer it was the "opinion
of Hitlerv. (p.8)

Se Kaltenbrunner states that after a particular country was invaded the
Forcign Office gencrally had no further connoction with the matters. Howover,
this policy differcd in the.casc of Frances (pp 8=9)

" B Kaltenbrunner denics the truth of Ribbentrop's statcment thot the

only troublc hc (Ribbentrep) had was with Kaltenbrunncr!s office!, becausc:
(1) thc only porsons with whom Ribbentrop would have 'hed deonlings. -

in oceupicd territorics would have been the military commands; (R) or
with the SS Police commands for occupied arcas which werc dircctly under
Himmler; (3) that had Ribbentrop made complaints to Hitler rc the matter
Kaltenbrunner would have been called in to defend himsclfs This never
Happcneds (p 9)
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Te Ke}t @ brunner stetes thet he s ¢ Ribbert rop hed repested dis-
cussions re the Jewish question end thet they were in coninlete egreement
thet the nolicy followed by the Perty wes ruinous. (p.10)

8. Keltenbrunner, in the course of testimony, outlines verious
possibilities which might heve been followed in the metter of foreign
policy leeding swey from wer; however, the indicetes thet there is no
evidence eveileble thet Ribbentrop consciously followed the pelicy' he
didy with the intent of cerrying Germeny into wer~- but thet it wes more
likely Ribbentrop’s policy reflects poor judgrr nt rether then e conscious
policy ( pp.11-13) .

KALTENBRUNNER ON

Keltenbrunner nemes the following es constituting the inner
circle. Coering, iiimmler, Bormenn, (oebbels, Ribbentrop end Speer. Bormenn
end Moebbels were the closest of ell his essocirtes. Noering lost his
nosition of prestige two yeers before the end of the wer. (pp.13-16)

KALTENBRUNNSR QN CONCENTE *TION CMiP§

Keltenbrunner stetes thet Himmler ic the men primerily responsible
for the etrocities which occurad in the concentretion cemps. ( p.l?)

KALTENBRUNNER ON_ERTLOYIMNT OF FOREIGN L *BIR

Keltentrunner stetes thet he hrs no kncvledge of the mechenisms
used by Seukel for the importetbion of foreign l:oor; thet such lebor wes
necessery to fill the ecute shortege which existed in Germeny. He stetes

thet only in very few ceses were the worl:ers forced to come to Cermeny
(vp.17-18)

KALTTHRLUNNER_ON THT GEST'PO

Mueller for the most rert kent the deteils of Cestepo operetions
seceret. ( p.17) The princinle of the Gestepo wes the sccurity of the
stete. ( p.21) This involved operttions egeinst orgenizetions i.e. the
Cetholic seperrtists in the Rhineclend, which were sctive rgrinst the
stete. (p.”l) Gestepo operstions in occupied erers were esteblished by
liueller #nd Heydrich nrior to the time Keltenbrunner essumed office.

Likewise Keltenbrunner denies ¢£ll personel resnonsibility for the Tinsetz=

kommendos which were orgenized under SITO £nd the SD. (pn.10-°1).
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