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HESS, Rudoif

stal l”'crtm’cor des Mihrors der USDAP (Deputy of liitler as
Teader of The Nazi Lav"‘hﬂ, 2L Aprid 1933-194%.

Eeichaninister ohne Geschiiftsbereich (Reich Zinistor viihe
cut Portiolic), L December 1930~ISJ.

itplicd des Gehzimon Usbinctirats (lMeaber of the Secret
abinet Council). 4 February JU30—1941.

.
L
C

Uibglied des linisterrats f#r die Reichsvertoidigung (e
ter of the Mnisterial Touncil for The leiense of the
Eeich), 20 Anpust 1939-19L1.

Vember of the Reichsta, lLlarch 1.933-1941

£S-Chorpruppenfinrer, 1933 (2)-1911.

26 bprid 1096, Alexandria, Tgypte

Protegtant

»
*

Hess! grandfathcr cmigrated frem Tunsiedeld/ Tichtelgebirge
to A’axandrm, Doypts vhere he established an impoxt busi-
ress, which subjectts father, Fritz less, took overe

Hess! mothsr was Klare !"inch of ilof a. S. liess married
Jlsc Prochl of Hamnover in 1927. They have one son, ‘oom
in 1.03{ 3 l/

T'or six Jears Hess attended the Cermen school in Aloxandrisme
From 1905 to 1900 ke was educated by a private tutor and
subsequently was sent to Gemany by his namnua, where he

abttended the high school ( Rn,alrcnulc) ab Joso*“g a/Ma.
(1/0\»-.'. 11) e Although particulorly “Tnterosted in mathematice
ard the natural scicnces, he abtended business college in
leuchiitel, Switzerlend, for a year and from 1512 until the
antveak of Vierld Tar I served as a comaercial apprenticee
f*'r"l'p in Qemburg in order to prepare himscli” o btalie over
hiz fathor's business in Alexandria.

At the outbreak of Uorid Var Y less Joincd lst Bavarlan
Z'm.m*‘;rg Regiment as a2 voluntecr. [is roginent {the so-
called I.J"{'; Rogl ment)  suffercd ertremely high ca sualties

in the TiZhting  m the Western front. Hess was tounded

in June L9.w3 near Vercun ond agaln in 1917, wien he 1ee
ceivad a shot in the lvn(" Drmm od to the rank of lien
tenann, e becan: a merber of the 18th Bavardan Infantry
Feserve Besiment in ‘.'_-zrl"h,
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In 1918 e volunteered for who Alr Corns. Ilo receive! pilotre
wraln ng at the Fliegercchule b in Lechfel.l and the Jandstaffelschulc Mivelles.
M the fell of 19I8 he Jolned the Jagdstalel 35 (Fifhicr oquacron sy on LAg
Westd" "ont s

Lfter Germany's defeat im Ivembor 1918, Hess went o Junich,
h goon Jjoined the nationalistic, ariti-Senitic Thula sgesell chaft and the
gors .Jono He participated in the Lfigb againgt the 1205

SO
LISt Tavein ent of

.
Yinways et

Havay '""(; regglommg)md narrowly escap:d being skot ag a host.oe. In the

cours. oi a Iight agalnst Sccial Democrats on 1 iay 1919 ac was ‘ounded in ihe
Wg. In 1920 Hess enrolled ab the University of !unich as a st .lend of economizg
nisbory ind geopolitice (under Haughofer' . In June 1920 ae joi::d the Nazi
Paydy., then in its very beginnings, and soon became cne of it s closost
personal coliaborators. 2/

\Ther in llovenmber 1921 Zoclal Democrats protesed agairst a llazl
Party meetine in the "walich dofbr&uhabs;, liess pye vo..J a oy A, snd as a resuly
.‘311_1.:.(::%,0 & head injury. The am'&f“mm bands present at ulrs and simiiar meet-
lugs werce orpanized into the &4 { stormt: u&ps} following th s oencounter. )/
Hoss becinc one of tha active leaders o SA. Fe orgirized a special proup
withia tie 84, compos:d primarlly of st dor'l‘os, the sowcazizd NS utauc”ltmmmd“‘tk‘
chaft (M6 student Orgonizstior of (me Fondred), U L/ later :alled U575 dentenoattail-
TR T 18 crudent Ba'tta. tion) .

iless plyed a proninent past in Lhe pudbeih of ave er 19236
Durin: the night of Iovember u’,Hf‘ss scih amied enges Lo seise Davarian political
leade o oo host aro8s  Together with [Hiiler he ontered the Bﬁr“rwb“xm on the Sth
i oor '.cx" to arregt the ‘_s_vari‘..n Genere. staatsho missar , Justav von Tahr, and tr_.;,n
dreve 1o Scuthern Davaria pdth the gavirian |or.cter "ui‘ the Intcrior, Schweyer,
and aether rdnistor as his hf‘sta"oso Thus he iid reoo parblcipate in the march
% the Foldhorrnhalle,wiich ended with Hizlow: . prec ").LL e flignt. The flazi
piet o ovorthrow 4he Bavarian Uovorn ::nt having fa.}.,muj Hleas cecaped across Lhe

0

mount aing into Au. striac r'/ [lovevey, e rotorr:d to Gerniny shoraly m‘#‘ Lerwards
and vas cendenned to ond and & }‘11.&1 j.T:arS Lepylsepmend (-W*mrn'” shaft for

o 1

attompted hich tl’ﬂaana e servaed seven and + half weths of Lis so nmmN in the

Landgvery fortre ss together with Witler. Hitler dictaed parte ol his booi,

Medn ";;:‘»'aj',\, to Hess dn«mb this time. it is nlleged h. sovre that Karldl Taushoferatg
ineC Ve ¥ goopolitics thus, via kis stent, less, fo.nd way into Yein Lampf. 6/

conee i
RO S

Releassd Trom Landsberg at the end of 1524, Hess served for a short
whiin, e assistant to Haushofer in the Jatterts capacity as head of the Deubsche
Aladcide {German Adaderty) in lunicli, but later in the rear Becams Hitler's privale

seeresar axd porsonal adjutanty a vositiin he rotainel until 1933, ot until 19
ey . e s ia 3 . . o 2
32 dil ke recelve any oi'ficial positicn in the HNSDAP. 7/

Through bils constant close zolisghorati n with Hitler, less won bhe
Tihre s r‘ormlet‘ uomJ_\ ence and eventuallr rose to a position of 2reat ‘:;onar Lt
dor %@ lagi regin.  In the yoars belore Sho Nasls cme to power, Ao a '
Litle » on mm‘c of nis s ce‘.im) tours, wroto pxom{;mx 2 pamphlebs ard
porse wl adviser, hen \.vro oor Shragser Lieoke with [sler iate in 19
threw ening to to dismpl the laszi Party ortirely, 14,:_ur OO, ‘e,n. "9
losde 'ship to crush the oppositionc A now Politische
Polit eal. Comdssion) wes estoblishod and 1388 wag owﬁ' 3
spacity o had te supervise the political activitics i the
in vhoe soete assomblics, and to Jetonmuine guestivas of jonera
3
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on by January 1933 less took part in the meeting between [Hitler and ; 1
Peoor . Lo heouse of the vanker, Zurt wvon 3chréder, vhich paved the way £or Iitlerts
ins wont as chancellor on 30 January 1933, _9/ In larch 1933 lless was elected a
» o Yo Peichsiag, winlch soca afterwards passed the Trmlchtigungsgetz, which
s poor of the Lezis in Geraany securs. He held the rank ol SS Cbergrup.en=
W, mast from 1933 on. 'Zy

Itis regime firmly sstablished, [{itler rewarded Hess for his services
in srdoaving the Hazl reginme to povisr, by appointing him his Beputy, i.e. in Hitlerts
saocizs &5 head of the Nazi Party (Stellvertreter des Fthrers der NSDAP). 10/
Taxs Lo iHtier. Hess was the supreme head ol The 118zl Party with authority To act
cn enid of Hitler in all natters concorning party policy. He thus not only had
cvora Ll smorvision of all party offices, party formations and affiliated organi-
vabizaz, (w.bth power to reorganize them to issue rules and regulations as to men-

y, anbivities, funds, cte. ) but had an catire staff of his owm (Stab des
:obohers des PMikrers) to sce that his policics were carried outa

Among, the mary neasures adopted by less as deputy head of the Nazi
c 1y o few can be mentioned hereo On 3 lay 1933, for example, he authorized L
sty {1eve) to ostablish the Cerman labor Front. 11 Cn 10 July 1933 he de- :
10 esbablistmont of the Hochschulkowmission der NEDAP,(University Cormission
DAY whieh was So functicn under nis dircct suporvisicn. The Cormission
art a5 liaison betwecn the Nazi Party and all ministries which had any part
i xrsity adninistration. It was designed to prevent the appointment of any
bub reliablic Nazis Lo university positions and to insure that Nazi prin.
ere reflected in  Gemman educational policy. 12/ less extonded his influence
nversity life further, when he znnounced on 18 July 193L that the National-
1isbischer Deutscher Studentenbund (NS German Students? Association) Vou
7 uncer his controle On 13 Hovember 193L he cdecrced that the NSDStB was to
only stvdent organization permitted to function in Germany. 13/ Cn 1l “fay
1237 T35 established the NS Studentenkampfhilfc, an organization ol‘"univcrsity
301128, 1n order wo obhaln rimancial supnort for the activities of the NSDSt2.
7 1937 it was decrced that no other srganization’ of friversity graduates would
Sorth be allowved to exdist in Jermeny. The Wazi crgsnization was renamed 178
tooocrorbund (118 Association of University Graduates) on S l'ay 1938. 1/ b
SRR of Hesst (2L July 1935) established compulsery membershIp in the NS,
Dozerysabund (18 University Profes.ors Association) for all Universikty Professorse

\

Another Tagi organization which owed its existence to Hesst initig-
Livt wo3 the Arbelbsgemeinscaafi  ketholischer Deutacher (Association of Catholic
weersnst healed by srans Papen (Qe.ve) wWalch reprosemted whe active Iuzi clements
anons tie Cathelic population of Germany and was to stemp out political opposition
in Intoylde Cireles. 16/ Cn 16 April 193L less established the Pritfungskommission
zun 3 wbye des NS Sehrilfttums (Commigsion for the Protection of 18 Litoraturc) »
LTI 15 L5 céngor all publications relating to National Socialist history, ideology,
zairibion of leadership, so as to prevent anmy possible Pmisrepresentation® of
fiaz L noveent in the eyes of the public. 17/

s G g e

Hess?® pownr Lo determine membership qualifications in the Rasi
Fart, 2ad wbs affiidated organizations has already been nentioned o Cn 2L May 193L,
fopr cwzmle, he decreed bhat foracr membors of ree ascn orcanizations ciuld not
o AT ‘ag positions in the Party or the SA. 13/ On 27 Jamary 1936 he i posed
5omo21 fwcther memborship in the NS Frauenschalt (NS Vomen's Organdzation).
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Tt was less, furthermore, whe cvery year at the Ndrnborg Farty Ccn{_:rof;ses or ovher
solomn panty occasions administerad the cath of allegiarce to the nerdy appointed
Politisehe ieiter (political loadars) of the Uszi party, to werbers of the IHitler
Touth and BDN admitted to nembership in the Nazi party, ete. After the annezasion
of Austriu in 1938, Hess on 2ii July installed the seven new Gauleiters of lustrla.
Following the amnezavion of the Czecn Sudeten arca in the fall of 19 T he formaily
received the Sudctondeutsche Paxtal (the lazi porby of the Sudeten Covmang) into
the HSDAP at a TWupo policical rally at Reishenberpy, the new Gaubaupisbadt (District
capital)e 21/

- TRy Y
'

Le Stellvertyeter des Mhrorg der NCLAP 1
nany publle occasions, party rallley, Congresses, oBc., :
mouthpicee in prosentirg Nazl policics to the public. He was cver ready to defend
Hitlerts nolicies, and to demand blind obedience we the Fghrcr fron nis followers.
22 / In conncdbian with the purps of 30 June 193k, lless ployed & rethor imporiant
part. He weged Hitler to take steps against RBhm, gethoring Yewvidence® es Lo fAohuats

- contermlated insurvcection. Throuch {less, Jitler made an cofifer ol veconeilintion

to R8ha, if Rohm would accept itler's terms. Cne sourcer:sycrte, fwrthermore, thad
next ©o Giring, Hoss was one of the wain exccubloners of the purge Zod subsequently
was th: first to defend the events of 30 Junc 1934 in public. Togethor with Sizbo-
chof [ Shief of Staff) Lubtze, he reorganized the SA after the "ligudaticn® of Ban

—

and his followers. 23/

]

Hess? lucnee, howevar was by no means Jimited to party wabtors o
The 17 3DAY was not a political party in tha accepted sensc. By the law of Xl July
1933 the only legal. party in CGernany, eh/ it was the pouncifiil tool cf the Hagi mile
inz group in domizating the Germon peonle. Tinme and agair the llagis proclaimed
that the USDAP wmas the supreme scurce of public aantherity in Gernany, btha
the bearer of the “dea ol the gtate. Through a series of neasures piving hich Nasd
Party officials control over governeantal msttors, the hold of tie larty on the

goverment was ascurade llessy, as 8telivertroter des Flhrer der HSDAD,rcceived ine
crassingly broad powers, civin: him control in mavters or goverriont as well s

navrty HoLileY .
On 29 Junz 1933 Hess was suthorizad $o takoe pard in the sessio
of the Re:.ch Cabinet, 'nd on 1 Decenber 1933 under the "law to aszcure the undty
of Parsy aud sState? (Cesobz zur Sichermwny der Tinheit von Partel und 5
Heas wig piven rank of ROLCLSILILSLOr ONNG GOSCAALLEHGTCICH (RELON i
out Portfolio) 25/ By orders on MTIET of 27 July 3L End 6 Apridl 1939 less uas
authorized to participate in the formation of logislation by all departrents of
the Relch govermacnt as well as by the state governments (landesregisrungen)
He was also to tale-part in the preparaticn of Filurcreriasie (versonal decrees of
Hitleste The order was designed to prevent the enacinsnt of any lepislation in
Germannry,  which did not accord with the policics of the Uezi Paxiy. Twvon provic
Yy the sc--called Yorblindungmstadb (liaison stefl), eshabilched and disscted by |
hal relerred the W06 of the Nezi Parby to the covermuert agencic '

as a more informal check of the parvy on govermmentel activitics. 28 7regs
s/iueo/ \L&e @ ds - Jew,'ci /e{{,(‘j LA s '(»/ fhe Secayiiedd A/‘:yhéty "7" Q‘,['lgz,p‘ 204/
Hugst contiol was extended to nunled; fad 2w

VRN P ey o) # _ Fos oy L o 1 TR
GEie indecdrune of 1935 (Law conesrning Municipalitics).
Traster dov NODAP (Delegate of tho HSDAP) ik each conunity
I, 0ot OOL onds sl "

Thi D3 TEUEvhs %o check on the acuivities of mavors,

Hazi sodwd of view, It wos 1eft to Hess o
b oty o % WYY A . A iy & sange, TS ol B o
Lrogter doy NSDAY and bo iscue directives a
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