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BESS« Budolf 

Stj3ll^ertretGr_d.os Führers der USDAP (Deputy of Hitler as 
leader o?"The UaaT party) s" 2I7ir>rlX"l933-19Ul» 

Roichsninister ohne Geschäftsbereich (Roich Minister witli-
GÜtH>orTOlIo77TT5e^^ 

LdLtcllcd des Geholfen Kabinottrats (tfeaber of the 
tab'imt" (Jö\mcxT)'~~U February l93ö-19iil« 

Secret 

IfttgjLiedjIes Ministerrats für die Reichsvortoidigujng (ifeffi-
Eer of the 72nTsEeraaXT!!oun^ ofTEe 

PÄich).» 30 August l$39-l$hl, 

L'enhcr of the Reichstag/» Uarch 1933-19U1 

SS-0b3rpruppenrjhror^ 1933 (?)—39ttX« 

3irfch iate and plsaeet 26 April 1096- Alexandria, Egypt« 

Religion* Protestant 
Faai",y Historyi Hess* grandfather emigrated frca Uunsiedel/Fichteigebirgo 

to Alexandria, Egypt, «here he established an import busi­
ness* Tähich subjec ts father, Fritz Boss« took over« 
Hess* Bother ^ s Klara !rtinch of llof a« S. Hess married 
Use Proehl of Hannover in 192? * They have one son, born 
in 1937. 1/ 

Education! I 
I 
"or six years Heys attended the German school in Alexandria«. 
roQ 1906 to 1903 he was educated by a private tutor and 

subsequently r*as cent to Gcnriany by his parents» inhere he 
attended the high school (Roalnchuls) at Godesborg a/ltho 
(190G-1911)» Although particularly interested in mathematics 
and the natural sciences? ho attended business college in 
Ifeuchatel, Switzerland, for a yea:1 and fron 1912 unt i l the 
outbreak of Yfcrld Uar 1 served aa a eosncroial apprentice-
ship in Hamburg in order to prepare h&asslf to talsc over 
his fathcr 's business in Alexandria» 

\Tori, and Poli t ical 
[ELsfcoryi At tho outbreak of r.'orld üar 3! noss joined lot Bavarian 

Infantry Regiment as a volunteer« His regkacnt (the so-
called List Ifoffhaent) suffered extremely high casualties 

' in tho fighting on Ehe Western fronte- Hesa was wounded 
in Juno 192.6 near Verdun and again in 1917 ? when he re ­
ceived a shot in the lung« Promoted to the rank of lien-
tenant, r,e became a member of tho 18th Bavarian Infantry 
Reserve Roglnent in !3umich« 
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USES, Rudolf (cont'd) «2» CÜHF33SCTIAL 

In. 1910" he volunteered for -ihe Air Corps* He receive:', p i l o t ' s 
t rain ng at the Fliegerschule U in Lechfcll and the JagdstaffelsC&ule Hivellesa 
In the f e l l of lSrFJTST3olned" the Jagdstaffel 35 (Figntcr Squadron ö) on the * 
Tfestfrent» 

After Germany's defeat in Bcveraber 191ßs Hes3 went io Munich, 
where ho soon joined the nationalist ic, ar.ti-Soiaitic Thulesgosell%chaft and the 
Freik »rpsSpf>r» He participated in the fight against the" left is t" i ovem sent of 
Savar a (KaTOrogierunn)and narrowly escaped being shot as a host .go» In the 
course of a fight against Social Democrat; on 1 May 1919 ho was .vounded in the 
lag« in 1920 Mess enrolled at the University of !!unioh as a stuAent of economic^ 
history and geopolitics (under Haushofer] . In Juno 2920 he ,joi\ed the Ilaxi 
Party, <then in i t s very beginnings, and (»oon became cue of HitPsr's closost 
personal collaborators * 2/ 

Y7hen in Ifovoriber 1921 Social Democrats protested againat a nasi 
Party meeting in the ?!unich Itofbrauhaus» Hess provoked a brr •!, and as a result 
suffered a head injury« The armed tiazi bands present at tb' s and similar meet­
ings were organized into the £A (stonat:'Oops) following th s onoounter» 3/ 
Hoses became one of the active leaders o:' the SA* He orgf-'-ized a special group 
Mithin t e SA, composed prinarily of stidents. the so-caitad IIS Studentonhuhderta~ 
chaft (HS Student.Organization of One Eundrod). U/ later called" lis 5^de*i:^.nBa^yuail-
K T IS Jitudent Battalion), 

Hess played a prominent part in kho puts.-h of 9 Ncverther 192.3« 
Durin: the nicht of Ilovoabor CS,Hess ocr.t armed ijangß U seize Bavarian pol i t ica l 
loade *s as hoetagoso Together with Hrlicr he entered the BUr.ccrbräu on bho 9th 
in or'.er to arrest the Bavarian General.staatsko.c&ssar,Gustav v^n'Tänr, and then 
drove to Southern Bavaria jdth tHo Öävirian ^Üxister >lZ the Interior, Schweycr, 
and ajothcr rainistor &a his hostages» Thus he lid no a participate in the march 
to the ytildherrnhallOjTBl-dch ended with Hitler';.1 precipitate f l ight»' The Kazi 
plot >o tivortnrow vihe Bavarian govern ent haviag failed, Hess escaped across the 
mountain.-.; into Austria« 5 / Ilowever, he rcturred to Gor.-iiny shortly »cTfterwards 
and was oondconod to one""and a half ysars impjisonmont (Festungshaft), for 
attempted high treason«» He served seien and ;i half meith3 o'f" his sentence in the 
Landsberg fortress together with llitlsr> Hitier dictated parts of hie book, 
Tfoin Kampf, to Hess during th i s time« I t i s alleged b., so.ie that Karl Haushofers's 
concept's of geopolitics thus, via his stident Hess, fond way into !^ein Kampf. 6/ 

Released from Landsborg at th:; end of lS2ii, Hess served for a short 
while. &?.•; assistant to Hauohofor in the l i t t e r ' s capacity as head of the Deutsche 
Akadoaie (German Adadomy) in I.lmich, but Later in the .'ear became Hitler"TpHvaTe 
«jcre'SarV' and personal adjutant, a position ho retainol un t i l 1933« Hot unti l 19~ 
32 d i l he receive any official position in the NSDAP, ?/ 

Through his constant close jollaborati:.<n with Hitler, 'teas won bhe 
yvShro *'s complete confidence and eventual!/ rose to a position of great power un~ 
dor tve Hazi regime* In the years before ''»ho Uaais c .me to power, he accompariied 
Hitlo • on moot of his speaking tours, wrote px*op;-gar.ca pamphlets and acted as Ma 
perse uii adviser * ihen Gregor Strasser broke vdth Iii>ler late in 1932, thus 
thrca ening to t;o disrupt the Haul Party or t i rc ly , Hiilor reorganized the party 
losde ,'sh.ip to ci^ash the oppositionc A now Politische Zontralkommission (Central 
Poli t ical Ccmnission) was established and Uäss Wiü) äpToinfötS i t s 'head« In this 
^p.ae.i.tv he had to supervise the po l i t i ca l act ivi t ies of the Hazi party factions 
in the state assemblies, and to tetormine questions of general po l i t ica l strategy» 
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On h January 1933 less took pa r t in the meeting between Hi t l e r and 
Paper.. a . Lhc house o.C the banker, Ju r t von Schröder, which paved the way for H i t l e r ' s 
appoint tent as chancellor on 30 January 1933» 9 / In March 1933 Hess was elected a 
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führer it .-ast fron 1933 on, 9A/ 

His regime firmly establ ished, Hi t l e r rewarded Hess for h i s services 
in br i ig ing the IJazi regime to power, by appointing him h i s Deputy, i .e» in H i t l e r ' s 

la head of the Nasi Party ( S t e l l v e r t r e t e r des Führers der KSDAP). 10/ 
IK'jyr, Hess was the supre-ne"~KeHH*"oi' theHflazT'l'äi^ty wo"th"~authoriSy VÖ ac t 

)>" Hit ler in a l l na t t e r s concerning par ty policy« He thus not only had 
overal l supervision of a l l par ty of f ices , par ty formations and a f f i l i a t e d organi­
zat ions , f^iith power to reorganize them to issue rale.-.* and regulat ions as to mem­
bership, a c t i v i t i e s , funds,, etc- } but had. an en t i re s ta f f of h is own (Stab des 
S t e l l ve r t r e t e r s des Fflhrers) to see tha t h i s po l i c i e s were carr ied out« 

Among the many measures adopted by Hess as deputy head of «ha Nazi 
Part? caly a few can be mentioned faereo On 3 Hay 1933* for example, ho authorized 
Robsrt. rxy (<l«Va) to e s t ab l i sh the German Labor Front« 11 / On 10 July 1933 he de~ 
cresd t ie establishment of the Kochschulkacmiasion der TfiTfjAP,(Univai,sity Cojomission 
of the 3SMP) which was t o function iHHorTf"s"direct supervision. The Commission 
was : o lot as l i a i son between the Nazi Party and a l l Minis t r ies which had any par t 
is üiJ « r s i t y administrat ion e I t was designed t o prevent the appointment of any 
persons but r e l i ab le Nazis to univers i ty posi t ions and to insure that l.V-ri p r i n ­
c ip les e r e ref lected in German educational policy« 12/ Hess extended h i s influence 
ovo:: universi ty l i f e fur ther , when ho announced on l3*13u"ly 193U tha t the National-
z'-.z\...li 5ti;;chor Deutscher Studentcnbund (HS German Students ' Association)~iTOulil be 
ECiSicTiy under his' control 0 "~7inTiriIovc;riber 193U ho decreed t ha t the NSDStB wa3 to 
be the only student organisation permitted to function in Germany, 13/ Cn'lh 'Tay 
193.; Hiss establ ished the HS Studentenkampfhilfc. an organization of""univcrsity 
graduates, in order to obtain finaacaaT sup;)orTTor the a c t i v i t i e s of the NSDStB. , 
In '•/ -937 i t was decreed tha t no other o r g a n i s a t i o n ' ^ Universi ty graduä^eTwöuld 
henceforth be allowed to ex i s t in Germany„ The Nazi organization was renamed lis 
Alt y r.-'inbuud (IIS Association of University Graduates) on 5 I'ay 1930« Ik/ 
A*no5?H? decree of Hess« (2U July 1935) es tabl ished compulsory membership in the US/ 
Dozer iteubund (US University Profesjors Association) for a l l University ProfessorsT 

Another Nazi organisation which owed i t s existence to Hess« i n i t i a ­
t ive "i: 3 tlie Arbeitsgemeinschaft katholischer Deutscher (Association of Catholic 
Germans* h<; a l e t f^^ ransn^apc i iT?* v IJ"which' repro sehi'eoT"thc act ive Nazi elements 
among I 10 Catholic population of Germany and was t o stamp out p o l i t i c a l opposition 
in GataJlic Circles« 16/ C n -^ April 193a Hess established the Prüfungskommission 
gum Sc ait go des HS Scnrifttums (Commission fo r th9 Protection aTlis MtoratüroTT"* 
r-'Civ."- is to" censo r ' a l l publ icat ions r e l a t ing t o National Soc ia l i s t h i s to ry , ideology 
organic rt-ion ot leadership, so as to prevent any possible "misrepresentation" of 
the Ha? L movement in the eyes of the public» 17 / 

Hess3 power to determine membership qua l i f ica t ions in the Nazi 
Party and i t s a f f i l i a t e d organisations has already been mentioned „ Cn 2U May 193a, 
xor example, he decreed tha t former members of Free TTascn oreanimations Could not 
nol i Isadii »g posi t ions in the Party or the SA« 18/ On 27- January 1936 he i iposcd 
• :_•>;;; :m further membership In the HS Frauenschaft (HS nboen's Organization). 
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I t v&a Hen:?;, furthermore, -Ehe every year at the Nürnberg Party Congresses or other 
solemn party occasions administered the oath of allegiance to the newly appointed 
Politische Loiter (pol i t ica l leaders) of the Ilazi party* to members of the h i t le r 
Youth and BPH admitted to membership in the Hazi party, etc* After the annexation 
of Auotr la ln 193S., Hess on 2k July installed the seven now Gauleiters of Austria« 
Following the annexation of the Czech Sudeten area in the f a l l of l9$B he formally 
received the Sudotendeutscho Partei (the IJazi party ox the Sudeten Germans) into 
the KSDAF at a hugo poU'Eocal ra l ly at Reichenberg, the new Gauhauptstadt (District 
capital)» 2 1 / 

As Stellvertreter des Führers der I?SDAP Hess represented Hitler at 
many public occasional parier raUxel-j, congresses, e t c - , serving as his faithful 
mouthpiece, in presenting tfezl policies to the publico He was ever ready to defend 
Hi t ler ' s policies, and to demand blind obedience to the F#hror from his followers« 
22_ / In oonnodtion with the purg3 of 30 Jane 193̂ 4, Hess played a rather important 
parte He urged Hitler to take steps against Röten, gathering "evidence" as to Roh»*s 
contemplated insurrection« Through Hess, Hitler made an offer of reconciliation 
to R8hi, if Rohm vrould accept Hi t ler ' s terms« One source»ju*ror'*?, furthermore, that 
nest to Gering> Hess was one of the main executioners of the purge 2nd subsequently 
was th.j f i r s t to defend the events of 30 Juno 1$3U in public« Together with Stabs» 
chef (Jhief of Staff) Luttce, he reorganised the SA after tbe "liqudation" of ftöha 
awTnii followers« 23/• 

Hess' influence, however was by no means limited to party matters « 
The !I SDAP was not a pol i t ica l party in the accepted sense* By the law of Zh July 
1933 the only legal party in Germany, 2it/ i t was the powerful tool of the Nazi ru l ­
ing group in dominating the Go man people,, Time and again the Nazis proclaimed . 
that the IISDAP was the supreme source of public authority in Germany, that i t was 
the bearer of the idea of the state« Through a series of measures giving high Ilazi 
Party officials control over govern cental matters, the hold of t :e Party on the 
government was assured« Hess, as Stellvertreter des Führer der IISDAP?received in­
creasingly broad powers, giving him control in matters of govemmont as well as 
party policy* 

On 29 June 1933 Hess was authorised to take part in the sessions 
of the Re:.eii Cabinet, snd on 1 December 1933 under the "low to assure the unity 
of Par by and state" (Gesetz zur Siehe rang der Einheit von Partei und Staat) , 
Hess Ti is given rank of"1?ol!cil!öH'n:Li',5c;r ohne ISeschäÄsbereich (Seich JLlinister with« 
out Portfolio) 25/ 3y orders of ffiL'tler of 27 "July l£3a and" 6 April 1935 Hess ras 
authorised to participate in the formation of legislation by a l l departments of 
the Reich government as well as by the state governments (Landesregierungenj 
He was also to take-part in the preparation of F&hrererlasse {personal decrees of 
Hitler)« The order was designed to prevent the enactment' of any Legislation in 
Gormanr» v/hich did not accord with the policies of the Ilazi Party» "van previous­
ly the so-called Borbindungsstab (liaison staff) , established and directed by Hoss^ 
had referred the washes of th'e l a z i Party to the government agencies, thus serving 
as a more informal check of the party on governmental activities» 26/J* />*•» &<**/<** MWJ 

Haas1 control was extended to municipal affairs through tho new 
Gfeyin^arcfaung of 193^ (Law concerning !!unicipalities).. The office of Eeauf-
;£r5|f£er j&y^yAP (Delegate of the HSDAP) in'each cenmunitj -traf; ost^lioEedT" 
'libs Delegate was to check on the act ivi t ies of mayors, town councillors and other 
local offiei; is and prevent tho adoption of any measures objectionable from the 
Naze, point of view* I t was left to Hess to determine Tsho was to serve as Beauf­
tragte?! der HSDAP and to issue directives as to the i r activities« 27/ 
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To leave no aspect of */ vTsYnt-nt a c t i v i t y free fron Rassi control , 
tw> f r ther erders of Hi t l e r (2k September 1935, 10 July 1937) s t ipula ted t ha t 
no E3e mter (government o f f ic ia l ) or Abeit3dienstf0hrer (Leader or the Labor Sor-
<r^~ 7.o:;'Zl be appointed without the-consonE of ltQss""Sv hia authorised represents» 
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fcers of foreign policy» lies,; was appointed a member of t h i s Council, 
r e spons ib i l i ty for planning the Hazi po l i c i e s of Foreign aggression». 
.3 information indie i tes tha t H03s was prominently involved in the 
which led t o the German annotation of Austr ia in "arch 1938«. The 
oking for an excuse to invade Austria« Hess, therefore devised a 
by Ma»i agents disguised as Austrian p a t r i o t s , were t o assassinate 
tbassador, von Fapen (o,,v„). thus furnishing the necessary pretext 
rferenceo The scheme failed., because the Austrian po?.ice discovered 
containing Hess' plan (the sncalled E« H« document) in a ra id on the 
center on Tcinfa l t s t rasse in Vienna and informed Papen of the Scheme c 

Jus t before the outbreak of üorld r.'ar I I , Hess received another 
,s member of the i ü n i s t e r r a t f t*r d ie r^ichs/yertoidjgxing ( l ü n i s t e r i a l 
he Defense of the IJe'ich), es tabl ished by decree o f iHSlor o£ 30 Aug« 
the ' 'unified d i rec t ion ox" the government and of economy •" 3 1 / In 
of s ix members supreme l eg i s l a t ive as wel l as executive author i ty 
ited« I t " decrees hid the force of laws even without the signature of 
power of the Council extended to t he regional administrative level« 
sented by a ReichsvsrteidigungskOEffiiasat (Reich Defense Commissioner) 
r e i s (Army Corps Area^J who coordinated! defense a c t i v i t i e s and trag 
i fjive orders to ovary administrative agency in hie area« Usually the 
u l e i t e r was appointed Reich. Defense Conmlesioner« 
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In 191*3. Iio„«;£5 p o l i t i c a l career came to an -unexpected end» On 10 
-Id was s t a r t l ed by -.die announcement 'that the Deputy of the FOhrer had 

Scotland* parachuting from a twin-motored ttesserschmidt which crashed« 
apt ly interned "rsf the Br i t i sh au thor i t ies* Although there has been end-
cture and speculation as to the factors which led to Hese6 f l i g h t to Hng-

thc r e a l facts« i f known, have not so f a r been published« Held in a secret 
:.y retreat« he was in l$h3 reported to have turned qui te moody, passing hia 
sompesing flowery sonnets» .52/ 'Tore recent ly he was reported to be detained 
insane asylum in TTales« nb i s on the l i s t of twenty-four too Nazi war c r in i -
-o be t ided in Küraberg. 33 / 
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