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e R ANDUY FOR COITIANDER RAPLAN

amJacT: Lts e Ee Zilller's Trial Brief, Section 1,
Extenslion of Control within Germeny.

Mr. Zlwyn Jones, in charge of liaison with us for
the N'ritish, and also assigned by the British staff to
cooperate with us in the presentation of Count Cne of the
Indictment, has talked to me about what he considers the
danger in using Document 2544 PS, Affidavit of Kudolf Diels,
former Superior Covernment Counsellor of the Police Divison
of the Prussian llinistry of the Interior. This affidavit is
cited twiece on page 2 of Lt. !Miller's brief, and perhaps
elsewhere in the Section 1 briefs.

Diels was a Cestapo head who collaborated closely
wlith G8ring. !Mre. Elwyn Jones has furnished me a memorandum
addressed to Colonel Phillimore of the British ataff by Dr.
Praun, the Cerman lawyer retained as consultant by the
Rritish Prosecution, in which Dr, Brsun coriments on Diels'
af'fidavit as follows:

"To the statement of Dr. Rudolf Diels, which I
return herewith, T would like to make some remarks:

"l. Diels, who collaborated with C8ring from 1933-1943,
gzives to his own justificatlion a muech too good picture
of C8ring. In contrast to page 7 snd 8 1t must be stated
that G8ring did not stop the SA but that he himself in
his capacity as Chief of the Prussian police invited his
police in an 1ll=famous speech in the Westfalen-lHalle at
Dortmund to use their firearms against the political
opponents of the Third Reich - not against the SA, He
said (I quote from memory): *I myself tekeevery respone
9ibility for every shooting of a policeman., The police=-
man has to fear anything if he uses his firearms., It's
I who is responsible for 1it. 7Fvery shot must dbe consi-
dered as fired by me.'

"2, It was not the SA only but also the 'Gestapo' under
the cormmand of Diels, which put politieal opponents into
prison and concentration camps. (I myself was in Uay
1933 imprisoned bv pollce officlials under the command of
Pr. Diels.)




"3. On page 17, Diels declares that his rsnk in the
S3 was "cancelled"” in 19L3. As the rank of an OU
officer could be glve only by the Reichsftihrer °°,
Heinrich llimmler personally, Diels must be considered
as a man of specisl confidence of Himmler., That means
that Diels was in good relations with both the G3ring
¢ircle and the Himmler gang, Unfortunatély Diels
doesn't say how and when he received his &S renk and
what rank he held.

"ke I think that the defendants will make full use of
points 1, 2 and 3 at the trisl if Piels appears.

"5. The only substantisl point - a very lmportant one
- 18 Diels' statement that on January 1934 he spoke
with Hitler and GOring about the elimination of wvon
Sehleicher and Gregor Strasser (see page 13), That is
to my knowledge the first evidence of an sar-witness
for the fact that both Hitler and G8ring plotted the
murder of these opponents at least 5 months before
thelr nurder (30.6.34), which was generslly ragerded
as a mere accident st the occasion of the elinination
of R8hm and hls followers,

"6, If Diels would be used as & wltness for this
point alone it would be of very great help to prove
some statements of Count Une of the Indictment.,”
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