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1. r^r.ODUCTTCvT; This r e p o r t concerns i t s e l f wi th the condemnation 
of Hermann Goering ae lender of the German Luftwaffe as expressed by Hanna 
Hei t sch , the pro~inent Gernan l e s t - p i l o t and ae ronau t i ca l r e s ea r ch e x p e r t . 
I t iß f e l t t h a t her close con tac t s and core'inn« movement through the t o p -
b r a c k e t s of the Luftwaffe ranke her op in ions of value i n determining the 
co l l apse of the GAif to the e x t e n t t h a t i t i s c o n t r i b u t a b l e to Goering. 
Inasmuch as Heitsch i s c l o s e l y f a m i l i a r with the o r d e r s , i d e a s , and rian-
nerisms of Goering i t i s be l i eved t h a t her opin ions may be iHumina t in l ­
and a c c u r a t e . Her complete cooperat ion and s incere e f f o r t to t e l l the 
t r u t h should a l so be considered, in p r o p e r l y e v a l u a t i n g the fo l lowing mat­
e r i a l . This account was p repared p a r t l y f ron a r>aper w r i t t e n by Hei tsoh 
and p a r t l y through i n t e r r o g a t i o n . I t i s important to note t h a t remarks 
Bei tech has made on the subjec t to c i v i l i a n s and to n o n - i n t e r r o g a t i n g 
American o f f i c e r s have been checked and found to completely confirm her 
own wr i t t en r e p o r t a s wel l as her s ta tements dur ing i n t e r r o g a t i on. 

a. The r epo r t i s w r i t t e n to conform to her own paper and to 
the remarks she made, both under d i r e c t and i n d i r e c t i n t e r r o g a t i o n . I t 
i s a composite account of her opinions a s obta ined through theee methods. • 

b . I t i s f e l t t h a t the m a t e r i a l "'ay be of value to help c l a r i f y 
va r ious phases of Goering*s g u i l t a t the coming t r i a l and a l s o to a s s i s t 
in more c l e a r l y e v a l u a t i n g Goering 'a r o l e in the d i s i n t e g r a t i o n of the 
Luftwaffe. 

2. GOaiaiTG—.TfilJ &.aCS5 IITJ0ML-£T^JTT; "I cannot and w i l l not p r e t e n d 
to give a complete p i c t u r e of Goering," says i t e i t s ch , "I can <~>nly t e l l of 
Goering as I knew him and of the th ings he d i ' t h a t must be t o l d in the 
name and for the sake of the t r u t h . I t i s d i f f i c u l t a f t e r the down-fal l 
of o n e ' s country to a t t a c k a f a rmer -g rea t and to expose him before h i s 
own countrymen and in th» eyes of the world for the g r o s s incompetent 
t h a t he i s . But in s p i t e of these qua l i fy ing s c r u p l e s , anyone in a p o s i ­
t i o n to t e l l the t r u t h to p r e s e n t and fu tu re g e n e r a t i o n s must speak up, , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i f i t i s about a man who had such a h igh- rank ing p o s i t i o n , 
who WPS g e n e r a l l y considered a s a shining example of s a c r i f i c i a l l o y a l t y 
and f u l f i l l m e n t of duty , but who n e v e r t h e l e s s caused the g r e a t e s t of harm 
and f i n a l l y descended to the most shameful t r e a c h e r y . Anyone, p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y a German, who posses ses knowledge to p lace Goering in h i s p rope r 
l i g h t owes i t to himself and to the world to impart i t . Therefore , I 
must make t h i s burning accusa t ion a g a i n s t the man who l e t the d e c i s i v e 
weapon ( the GAJ?) be destroyed through h i s ">wn f a u l t , and who through, h i s 
p e r s o n a l a t t i t u d e , example, and cha rac t e r be t rayed h i s own p e o p l e , thus 
loading lipon himself the immeasurable blame f o r t h e su f f e r i ng of a whole 
n a t i o n . " 

3 . HITLSL'. iGKOVSS GOJRL'G APD OALLS HIS SUGCSSSO :̂ »On 24 A o r i l , 
1945 Adolf H i t l e r ca l l ed General Oberst f i t t e r von Greim, the Commanding: 

General of L u f t f l o t t e 6, to the äeich&chancel lory in B e r l i n in order to ; 
ao-ooint him successor to Goering, The radiogram did not s t a t e the reason 
bu t simoly ordered h in to come to 7 'er l in immediately. Although i t was' ; 
known t h a t the Russians a l r eady e n c i r c l e d the c i t y , General von Greim b e ­
l i e v e d t h a t i t might s t i l l be pos s ib l e fo r me to f l y him i n . " 
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|4. auttflVAl. AT HITI^K'S SHl;hT-:a- Greim and Keitech arr ived in the 
shel ter "between 1800 and lSK.'O hours on the evening of ühe 86th of Apri l . 
f i r s t to meet them vis f--?u Goebbels-, who f e l l won Peitsch with t ea r s 

&'kisses, expressing her astonishment that anyone s t i l l possessed the 
ourage and loyal ty to cone to the fuehrer, .in stark contrast to a l l 

those who had deserted hin . Grein was immediately taken to the operat­
ing room where H i t l e r ' s physician tended a foot injury, that Greim had re­
ceived frua I-us'sian ground f i r e as they flew low over Berl in. 

a„ Hit ler osae into the,operating room, according to iteitsch, 
with h i s face ehe,wring cbisp gred^.ttbie over Sre ia ' a coning. He remarked 
something to the c": ec\ '-hr-.t e'^n a soldier hap a right to disobey an 
order when everything indicates that to carry i t ^ut would "be fu t i l e and 
hopeless. Oreim then 
told Hi t le r what har 
and to the- shelter . 

"üt <A h 4,-e-secce in the. o f f i c i a l manner and 
h .̂poeueO. r>J d how thyy h-'. î URged. 'to get into Berlin 

h. "The fuehrer quiet ly l i s tened '; HAVS Pei tsch, "and at the 
end of the report t ea rs cane into his eyes., ,Se took von Grein by the hand 
and clasped me around the shoulders and sai.--, 'There i s s t i l l some loyal ty 
and courage l e f t in the- world' and then turning to von Greim, he asked 
whether he had any idea why he- had "been cal led in«, Von Greim said that 
he did not ." 

5; HI TIBS ;S ff-OTOIATIOIT OF GODMBO; 
Hi t l e r said, '"because Hermann Scoring hae h< 
and h i s fatherland. Behind ny lack he has ' 
the enemy. His r ction was a mark of coward-
has gone to save himself a t Berchtesgaden. 
d isrespectful telegram. He said that I had 
sor and that now, as I was no longer ahie to 
prepared to rule fron Berchtesgaden in ny p i 
s ta t ing that if he had no answer from me "by 
the wire he would assume my answer to he in 

l; • •'• have cal led you to me,' 
trayed and' deserted "both ne 
stftblisheo connections with 
ce. And against ray orders he 
fron there he sent me a most 
once nancd him as ny succes-

rule fron Berlin, he was 
ace. He closes the wire by 
n ine- th i r ty on tho date of 
the a f f i rmat ive . ' 

a. " ' I t was an ultimatum..' A cross ultimatum- J . Now nothing r e ­
mains. Nothing i s spared r*. Ho allcgianceb are kept, no honor l ived up 
to , no disappointments that I have not had, no betrayals that I have not 
experienced, and now th i s above a l l e l s e . .Nothing remains. livery wrong 
has already been done me.' 

b . "*&th eyes hard and half closed and in a voice unusually 
low he went on: ' I Immediately had Goering arres ted as a t r a i t o r to the • 
lie ich, took fron him a l l Ms off ices , an:1, removed him fron a l l organiza­
t ions . That i s why I have cal led you to ne. I hereby declare you . 
Goering's successor as Oberbefehlshaber der Luftwnffw, In the name of 
the German people I give you my hand. '" 

6. "TO Jia ' jQ.t THJ KOITO.i. Of TEJ LUW.-O'f/];" Greim and Peitsch were 
deeply.stunned with the news of Goering-s be t rayal . As with one mind 
they both grasped H i t l e r ' s hands »nd begged to be allowed to remain in 
tho bunker and with thei r own l ives atone for the; great wrong that Goering 
had perpetrated against the fuehrer,' against the German people, and against 
tho Luftwaffe i t s e l f . To servs the honor of the f lyers who had died, to 
rees tab l i sh the honor of the Luftwaffe that Goering had destroyed, and to 
guarantee the honor of the i r laue in tho eyes of the world, they begged 
to remain. Hi t le r agreed to a l l th is and told then they might 6tay, and 
told then too that their decision would long he remembered in the h is tory 
of the Luftwaffe. 

a. "In t h i s manne-- ," says Beltech, "did Gotr ing 's betrayal 
open the door to von Greiu and to me so that suddenly we found ourselves 
as par t of the -small c ircle of yeople who were now prepared to die with 
the fuehrer. 
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b. ' "As Hi t ler asked üö to undertake the nursing and caring 
for the wounded von G rein, I spent most of tho time in the shel ter a t his . . 
"bed-side, u n t i l the -Fuehrer,-one dpy before his reported death, sent us 
Out again.* (See Interrogation Summary Eo 1, Hq Air Division, USFA, f o r / 
complete account of Ueitsch and Greirrs entrance into lie-rlin and of the. 
events in H i t l e r : s shel ter up to early morning of tho 30th of April 1945)., 

7. THL Mu f̂fl 'PHLOiTGS ?0 OoaaiEG; »The co'nversati ~<ns Greim and I -
had-In the •bunker," says pei tsch, "were .mainly of the misfortunes' that 
had "befallen Germany flnd, through Germany, hai ' befallen the world. As 
far hack as we l e t our thoughts go, even hack t^ the very beginnings-of 
the Third Hoich a.'nd of the Luftwaffe i t s e l f , we could find only a long 
chain of injust ice and e v i l of vmich most could be d i rec t ly t r rced to the 
gu i l t of Goering. I do not write these l ines out of indiscret ion or with-.'. 
out long and painful consideration. I. write them solely for the. sake of 
the t ru th , with the fu l l understanding that wo Germans must p rac t i ca l ly 
re learn the-definition', of the word. Hardly auy of us are free from tho 
insidiousness of'the; phrase', : the end j u s t i f i e s the means. ' .This i s be-
cause the-honor of our land w-'s.s'1 slowly ana pe r s i s t en t ly propagandized ( '*$ 
that we'hardly saw how that. propaganda actually robbed us of the very 
honor the propaganda s-ooke of an,\ how i t garbled the - t ru th in to a long 
ser ies of falsehoods." 

8. FPU TEE) SAK3 OP gHiJ Tl-UTH: " I t i s for the sake of the t ru th , and 
to he able to t 'ell the world about i t that I remained al ive when the 
t e r r i b l e things of the l a s t days of the war went on »11 about me. In 
f u l f i l l i n g that r-umoge I must loudly declaim that ßoering i s in no way 
representat ive of the German meorile as I know they can one day he, nor 
i s he representat ive of the grea tes t pa r t of the Luftwaffe. He' i s rather 
an unfortunate a.n'oarition who ha.s brought untolr misery to humanity. Now 
that we are at l a s t able, we (the neonle and the Luftwaffe) must divorce 
ourselves en t i r e ly from a l l h i s ideas and everything he represented. The • 

-All ies must'not judge a l l Germans as counterparts of the Goering -pattern« 
Through Goering and the posi t ion he held, the Al l ies must also recognize 
that Hit ler did not nossess the s l igh tes t a b i l i t y of proper character 
ana personal i ty evaluation. And that with eyes' closed by idealism and a 
false conception of honor he would not or could not remove 'old fol lowers ' 
even when ho snsr>ecte<'M Ann. in ŝ me casus, knew of thei r ineff ic iencies 
and criminal m'shand l ings . This false sense of honor led him •W believe 
in and sutTDort old comrades even af ter they had long been of grea,t harm 
to him and to Germany. This .same false sense forced him to keep Goering 
long af ter he began to suspect Goering's s tup id i t i e s and f a i l i n g s . " ; 

9. GQ̂ P-LMG'S OALSAL OOlfrLSX: "Much of the conduct and manner of Goer-
"in- i s , in ;:.y opinion, governed by h is abnormal physical condition, Actual 
futct ionrl 'diaturbances^could e ra i ly ><.• the fundamental cause for his Caesar-
complex. Ho .doubt these disturbances-are a lso the cause of hiB feminine^ 
manner which was in such s t a r k contrast to his apparently ' i ron commands,' 
His'manner of dress, h is use of cosmetics, h is personal vanity, h i s pe r ­
fume drenched, person «id clothin.,-, a l l croateu an a.ctually decadent iflv- * 
pression." .-

IC. .IQUPHnia AS A COPdTPIPUTIFG ?AJT0ii; ."Much of t h i s abnormality 
was always at t r ibutes , to his constant use of morphine. .Undoubtedly the 
drug drove him to spasms of ecstasy during which he was known to over-* • 
ra te and regard as fact such th ings as were solely the product of h i s 
drug-doped wishful thinking. During such s p e l l s of e la t ion he certainly"" 
•presented Hi t le r with a picture that far over-estimated the strength and 
no ten t ia l i ' t i e s of the Luftwaffe. Hit ler therefore-possessed an en t i r e ly 
erroneous oicture of h is a i r strength and-was deluded thereby into a 
fa lse sense of security that prolonged the war much'further than might • 
have' been the case had he known the true- s i tua t ion , " 
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.11* GOSl'ING SiiLLS GäiaiJTY -a ": ILL OP GCÜDS" ; "A s t r i k i n g example' 
f, Goer ing ' s f a l s i f i c a t i o n occurred when he i n v i t e d H i t l e r , a grouo of 
i j a i s t e r s , Gau l eade r s - and o t h e r government o f f i c i a l s to Aechlin to 
t t e n d ' a showing of the newest a i r c r a f t ' t ypes . Goering demonstrated 

w and. capable p l anes of which no t riore than a few exper imenta l models 
x i s t e d , and then passed them off as examples n f a i r c r a f t - t h a t were, mom-
h t a r i l ' y to cone off the p roduc t ion l i n e s in b a t t l e - r e a d y thousands, He 
hen 'conducted sham a i r b a t t l e s with out-moded A l l i e d f i g h t e r c r a f t to 

.'.show, .the tremendous s u p e r i o r i t y of the German a i r - a r m . The assembled 
o f f i c i a l s r e t u r n e d to t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e communities where they q u i e t e d 

.%he -.fears of the populace vi.th glowing accounts of the new p l anes and 
Weapons t h a t would sooiv c leanse the a i r of A l l i e d bombers. This b o l s t e r e d 
the f a i t h of the people i n fixjal v i c t o r y and through t h e i r r e s u l t a n t 
concen t r a t i on of e f f o r t , c e r t a i n l y prolonged the war«," 

12« GOSLING T3ISLUIS VTx- A/0 p;;jDDTJCr:oi* 5;I.'?-TJ:G5S; "Whenever Goering 
was confronted with a i r c r a f t p roduc t ion fj.gux-er t h a t were l e s s than those 
he imagined or hoped e x i s t e d , he would rant- and fume and deluge the in« 
d i v i d u a l with accusa t ions of sabotage , susp ic ions of non-support of the 
war effor t , , An i l l u s t r a t i o n of t h i s I exper ienced pe r sona l ly? 

a«. "In August 1943, a f t e r my recovery f ron a crash with a 
HB 163 I r ece ived a luncheon i n v i t a t i o n to h i s hone on Obersa lzburg , 
There were t h r e e of us a t the t a b l e ; Goering, h i s wife, and I . As 
opening remark of the t a b l e conversa t ion Goering wanted to acaua in t h i s 
wife with the p lane in which I had been in ju red , 

b„ "'Do you know, : he s a i d , "the 163 i s our newest rocke t 
c r a f t , which cl imbs with f a n t a s t i c speed almost s t r a i g h t in to the a i r „ 
Thousands a re now ready to sweep the heavens c lean and shoot down the 
bomber format ions wherever we can f i n d them.1 

c . " I was astounded and. almost d i s b e l i e v e d my ea.rs . I knew 
t h a t a t t h a t moment we d id not have a s i n g l e 163 ready fo r conbat and a t 
the very b e s t we c m l d no t expect a s i n g l e c r a f t to be ready before the 
end of the y e a r . Acsembly l i n e produc t ion would, for a long time, be 
out of the question«. 2ven if a l l the f a c t o r i e s de s igna t ed to produce 
t h i s c r a f t were se t in f u l l and immediate p roduc t ion , the f i g u r e s he was 
sugges t ing were f a n t a s t i c , , I wasn ' t c e r t a i n i f Goering was joking o r i f , 
wi th i n t e n t i o n a l exagge ra t ion , he was merely a t t empt ing to r e a s s u r e h i s 
wife . That he himself b e l i e v e d whpt he had s a i d seemed r i d i c u l o u s . 

d, "With a h a l f - l a u g h , I s a i d , t h a t would be f i n e , were i t 
t r u e . 

o. "Goering seemed astounded a t my remark and loudly demanded 
what I meant by the s t a t emen t . With e tup i f i ed amazement I r e a l i z e d from 
h i s r e t o r t t h a t he a c t u a l l y b e l i e v e d we did have thousands of the ME 
1 6 3 ' s . As I f e l t i t to be my duty to t e l l him the t r u t h I exp la ined what 
I knew about the p roduc t ion f i g u r e s and what we could hope f o r in the way 
of asso.mbly-line p roduc t i on . Thereupon Goering flew i n t o a rage., and 
' v i c ious ly pounding h i s f i s t upon the. t ab le he screamed t h a t I d i d n ' t 
have the s l i g h t e s t i dea , t h a t I d i d n ' t know what I was speaking a bou t , 
and s t r ode a n g r i l y out of the room. With ho r ro r I r e a l i z e d why no one 
dared t e l l him the t r u t h . I became s i ck with dread when I r e a l i z e d what 
a complete ly f a l s e impression he must have of the s t r e n g t h and power of 
h i s own weapon,. As Goering came back i n t o the room I made ano the r a t ­
tempt to d i s c u s s the ma t t e r r a t i o n a l l y , but i t was of no avai l , , I had 
simply f a l l e n i n t o the poor g r a c e s of the 2eichsmarschall and was never 
again c a l l e d t o see him or consu l ted on a e r o n a u t i c a l matters«." 

13 . GOLIUFG SSiaCTS IU.S AIDS ITT HIS 0W IMAG5: "Goering chose 
such people to f i l l the p o s i t i o n s about him as mirrored h i s own p e r s o n a l ­
i t y ; men who were s e l f - c e n t e r e d , incompetent , and e n t e r i n g . I t was men 
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C, "That-Feldmarschall Greim took his life on the 24th of May 
1945 as he was being taken to Germany as a prisoner of war was also-
largely due to Goering» I am sure that Gi-eim was not able to reconcile 
his honor as a soldier with giving the information he would have had to 
give regarding the despicable traits and blunderings of Goering, his 
former Commanding Officer, who in his own mind he damned as the incompe­
tent who.bore the greatest guilt for the useless continuation of the wart" 

14, GOSHIUG'S TECHNICAL SHüRTCOr-CTGS: "An air force is a technical 
weapon and in its development engineers, research me'n, scientists, and 
industrialists must be allowed to speak. If this is not understood, a3 
Goering did not understand it, it was inevitable that the Luftwaffe would 
crumble through leadership that was not short of criminal, 

a. "As He search Director of the Luftwaffe, Prof. Dr. Walter' 
Georgii of Ainring, Germany, can give a full picture of Goering's lack 
of interest and awareness in research matters," (See Interrogation Sum­
mary No 2, Air Division, USFA, for Prof. Georgii's account of Goering.) 

b, • "Of Goering's relations with Luftwaffe engineers'and tech­
nicians both Feldmarschall Milch and Dinl. Ing. Otto Fuchs, Berlin-
Koepenick, Wendenschlosstrasse, can give complete information. 

C, "The fact that Goering made himself into the well known 
'Hermann Heier is only superficial, but indicative evidence of what can 
be documented by those named above, Goering always heeded the psuedo-
scientists and engineers who gave him glowing account a-, and promised other 
wonders for the immediate future that would be even mote glowing, in spite 
of the fact that competent men sa.w the oitfalls and impossibilities. 
Sat as always these uncolored accounts were consistently disregarded and ., 
eventually even forbidden entrance." • 

15. EHB "VOLKSJABGBIi" "LTirrnai?« nA Bhockin* example of. Goering's : 
faulty judgment was the matter of-the 'Volksjaeger'. It was 'In favor vof; -
this" new-plane that Goering allowed himself to almost destroy the ,last 
hope-left to the Luftwaffe :ln the fall of 1944.—namely the hope that-lay 
in the ME 262. The HS 262 was at this time fully tested and found.;;to?•£, 
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possess f l igh t cha rac te r i s t i c s that were almost flawless and cer ta inly 
•exdeeded those of any other German craf t and of .any known Allied plans, 
-•It was'then of the gravest importance, in the f a l l of 1944, to get tfce/ 
ME 263 on' an immediate assembly.-line production "basis. With everything 

'.ready .Goering gave ear to the proposed rVolksjaeger' plan,- for wh^h" 
^only.the roughest, first—stage drawings had "been accomplished;'' and f?qm 
vwhich a plane was to evolve that admittedly possessed poorer f l i g h t ' " • 
•qua l i t i e s and more limited p o t e n t i a l i t i e s than the ME 262. 

a. "Ambitious construction men, motivated "bvfinterests of 
' se l f -ga in , promised Goering than the .'Volksjaeger1 couia>be perfected. 
from the "basic drawing-board sketches, in the fall•of.19&4, to assembly-

. l ine production by March 1945 without -affecting the ME f?33 program. 
'Countless a i r c r a f t engineers warned Gceri'ng of the' p lan | s impracticabi­
l i t y and f e l l into immediate disfavor as a venJ.i', Evely designer, t es t - ' 
p i l o t , and constructor knew how much time vo^.'.d be required to develop 

,an en t i re ly new c ra f t . Only 'Goer ing and h u momentary ji 'avorites did 
not , or would not, recognize t h i s actuality',, Result, SL' course, was that 
the ' l a s t -hope ' ME 262 did suffer th row* the !Volksjaeger' program. The 
main reason, for ' th i s was that. Generaldirektor-Ke-ssler, -long connected 
and acquainted with the ME 362's evolution and in charge of i t s assembly-
l ine production planning was removed by • Goering and put to work on the 
'Volks jaeger ' .pro jec t . ' 

b« "The f i n a l r e s u l t was that the'MB 262 program-was i r r e p ­
arably damaged, and that the 'Volksjaeger' an everyone suspected, was ' 
another ' t o o - l a t e ' and a complete f a i l u r e . " (Pull information On Goer- > 
ing ' s r o l l in the "Volksjaeger" a f fa i r , lieitsch 'claims, could be obtained, 
from Dipl; Ing,' Voigt of Messerschmitt.) . • 

16. GOERING THE COLLECTOR AND AT-HOIMäL EGOTIST: " I f i s ' gene ra l 
information," Claims Reitsch, " that Goering was the. grea tes t corruption-
i s t of the Third Reich, that he used h i s posi t ion without r e s t r a i n t to 
co l lec t and.ponfiscate t reasures of art-, castles-, v i l l a s , and untold 
suiis of money. In h i s personal i ty and morphine-sickened egotism, I see 
the blame for h i s ineff ic iencies and despicable c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 
Through th i s came h i s excesses, h i s blunderings, the loss of the t rus t 
of most' of h i s of f icers , the contempt of research and technical men, and 
f ina l ly even the one-time good humored f a i t h on the pa r t of many of the 
people changed to outr ight d i sgus t . " 

j ' l ? . THE ANTI-GOERING THEM): "Complaints against Goering came from 
' a l l . possible sources and usually found the i r way to-Himmler's desk. 

Through Himmler I became acquainted with many of these. Often they 
beggedHimmler to take control of the Luftwaffe himself or at l eas t to 
impress Hi t le r with the s t r ingent need of replacing Goering. These were 
sent to Himmler because i t was known that of the big-four he was the only 
one who would at l eas t read such- complaints; a thing that had long been 
impossible with the others, l e a s t of a l l with Hi t le r , as a l l such infor-? 

. mation was, shor t -c i rcui ted long before i t reached h is desk." 

'".: 18, HITLE''. ATTEMPTS TO REiSSY TKB GOERING SITUATION; "Through 
Himmler's intervention Hi t l e r f ina l ly cal led General Oberst von Greim 
to. him in September 1944. and to ld him in secrecy of h i s misgivings r e ­
garding -some, .of ^Goering's . a c t i v i t i e s . Hi t l e r , then asked Greim to take 
control of a l l mil i tary a i r operations in such a manner that he would 
not have 'to remove-Goering al together , Greim agreed, 'but indicated that 
he could accept only if he were given'complete freedom to f i l l respon­
sible pos i t ions as" he saw f i t , and' in, addition that he. should have suqh 
o the r ' r i gh t s .and. author i ty as would, in sure that the operational controj. 
could.be exercised in the manner he'deemed necessary, Äe was.sent by the 
fuehrer to Goering to arrange some sort of a d iv is ion of du t i e s . " 
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19. GOERING VS. &KBIH; "In presenting h is na t t e r to Goering; Greim 
was net with a t e r r i f i c harangue arid out-burst of rfl#e, Grein a t once' 
saw that any forn of cooperation with Goering was icpossible , reported 
th i s to Hi t le r , and asked to "be sent back to his post as Commanding Of­
f ice r of Luftf lot te VI.« 

20. THE LAST LAYS: "Through h i s sickened egotism and selfishness,/ 
Goering held to h i s posit ion to the l a s t , in spite of the fact that he 
himself was beginning to see that he was gradually slipping i n his pos i ­
t ion, and 'because of t h i s a. people was p rac t i ca l ly destroyed and a 
t e r r ib l e war continued long af ter i t had "been ful ly l o s t . Unt i l ,just • 
"before the end he fought with the sane determination to keep the t r u s t 
of Hi t l e r , a t r u s t that he knew was f a s t waning. Then when he saw the 
end at hand, he deserted,, A man who accepts every honor, every t i t l e , 
every decoration, and every posi t ion w.\'n c:o;.«ianfc avowals of h is f a i t h ­
fulness, must be more than a tfcoundrel when Id vurns t r a i t o r the moment 
the Fuehrer had nothing more to give him ,: 

-

• 

21. GOEHING'S 'TLEASAITT" LLHSONALITY: "Many people have always 
by his sense of humor, by; 

This danger still 
been «namored by his strange personal charn, 
his apparent appreciation of tradition and culture. 
exists. These same people have considered him as a picture of faith­
fulness to Hitler as well as the Fuehrer's greatest protector. These 
people may not understand his betrayal pnr'. his character and may still 
be of their former opinions. It is true that even the greatest criminal,.. 
the most dangerous human being, ha.s his acceptable characteristics. The | 
danger is that many people have seen only this 'display-side' and not 
the proper, odious side of Goering. No doubt his household servants, 
chauffeurs, and orderlies, who-lived practically as well as he did him- j j 
self, are still firmly convinced of his congeniality and goodliness, as 
at first the whole nation was convinced. Jut such opinions should never 
be allowed to influence a proper judgment of the man. One mist never 
forget the danger that such abnormal vanity, such gross incompetence, 
and pitiful inefficiency represents against the peoples of any nation 
and thereby against humanity." 

22. ONLY SUR7IV0H 0? THE "LIG-FOUll" ; "In Goering's case the dan­
ger is particularly .great,• as he is the only survivor of the four 
leaders of the Third-.'Heich. '• It" Is" possible that the hopes of such people 
who are still sympathetically inclined to the Nazi regime and its ideo­
logy night hope that through Goering some aspects of the Nazi philosophy 
could be kept alive. Such a thing must never be allowed to occurr. The 
people must know what sort of crininal Goering was, a criminal against 
Germany and against the world." 

23. CONCLUSION-; Seitsch draws two sharp conclusions out of her 
analysis of Goering that she feels condemn him in her eyes, in the. eyes 
of the Gernan people, and in the eyes of the world. The first-is that 
through his ignorance he misused the Luftwaffe to such an extent that 
thousands of lives were lost, both through the improper defensive and 
offensive use of the weapon? The second is that through his vanity and 
warped ego ho allowed hinself to be informed falsely and in turn informed 
Hitler falsely as to the strength and capabilities of the air-arm. 
Eeitsch believes that this false -oicture that Goering carried to the 
Fuehrer night easily have been drawn fron Goering's actual impressions 

as it was simply forbidden to bring any pessimistic accounts to his atten­
tion. If this was the case Goeiing's guilt is all the greater, in \ 
Reitsch's opinion, because she believes that if Hitler had currently 
known the true status of his. air.weapon he woulr1 have been forced to 
recognize the inevitable defeat much earlier than he did. She there­
fore holds Goering responsible for the;useloss continuation ,of thenar 
for many rionths after it wa.s, in the eyes of almost everyone, completely 
and irretrievably lost, 
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a. ävery l i f e l o s t . o n e i t h e r s ide dur ing t h a t t ime, i s in her 
op in ion , to be unques t ionably chalked up a g a i n s t Goering. 

b . Be i t s ch draws a t h i r d conclus ion in which she charged 
h i t l e r wi th the f i n a l and o v e r - a l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of G-oering's f a i l u r e s . , 
Hi t le rJ -s crime was thp t he did not pos s e s s the necessary i n s i g h t to r e a l ­
i ze the, incompet.#icy of Goerlng and t h a t even when he did begin to r e a l ­
i z e i t in the l a s t s t a g e s , H i t l e r was motivated by a f a l s e and c r imina l 
sense of a l l e g i a n c e to one of h i s o ld -guard , long-t ime suppor t e r s to the 
e x t e n t t h a t he could not b r ing himself to remove Goering while t h e r e was 
s t i l l t ime, 

. c„ In her opinion .Hi fcler?s renov&l of Goering dur ing the 
e a r l y s t ages of the war would ne t h.we vhicl.'.cf.'fesä Goering but would sub­
s t a n t i a l l y have «shortened the du ra t ion r.t t/H ÜAT, 
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