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PuRSONS AND ORGaNIZATIONS IwPLICATED, AND SUBJECTS

1. GOLRING
a. The Reichstag Fire
(1) Denies involvoment in plet (pp. 1 - 3)

(2) warrests following the incident (p. 2, pp. & - 14) i
(3) Suspects (pp., 5 - 6) o . -5
(4) Involvemont of the SA (p, 16) . ARy

(5) Relationship with: Rolf Diels (p. 1,3,5,8,11,15,16); Paul Kosrner i w4
(p.1); Gritzbach (p.1,3); Brnst (p, 5,6,15,15); Von Der Lubbe (p. o
5,6,15,17)3 Thussen (p.7); Volk (p.8); Papen.(p.20); Heidebreck
(p.9); Wierth (p,10); Kurt (p.1l); Grossman €p.1l); Lekmann (p,11);
Russbueldt (p,1l); Hermann (p.12); Karl Falk{({p,12); Dr, Felix

Rosenheim (p,12); &rnst Heilman (p,13); Eric Klausner (p.l4);
Heydrich (p,14); Eggerstedt (p,14); Ta gle (p.16); Lammers (p.21).

THa RiICHSTAG FIRg

~ Diels, the leader of the Gestapo. was the brother~-in-law of Goering for
a short time, and was in the early days of his career very reliable. In the

latar years, he talksd a lot of nonsense. On the other handGosring characteriz-
ps Paul Koerner and Gritzbach as raliabla (p.1).

Referring to a statemcnt,which Diels made to off:uiqlgﬁf the Liinistry
of the Interior about two days after the fire, (also a similuxr stgtenent by
Gritzbach on p. 3) that Goering knew exactly - how the fire of the Reltnctaz
was to be started, and that Diels had to praparc, prior to the fire, a list:
of people who were to be arrested immediately after it; Goering admits the -
oxistence of lists affCommunists and Social Democrats which were made long
befors the fire, Goering denies any connection whatsoever with the fire, and
claims that the Communists and Social Democrats named in the list would have i)
been arrestod regardless of the fire of the Reichstag (p.2).

Goering admits telling his Press Advisor, anly one hour after the start
of the fire, and without any previous investigation, that the Communists put
fire, to the Reichstag; because he and Hitler wero convinced of it (P. ),

He does not know how the law of 28 Fobruary 1933 came into oxistence, but it
was clear, as he says, that an emergendy status hed to be declared immediately.
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Hermann Goering, 13 October 1945 A.lu.

Goering does not believe that Diels and his men had anything to do with
the Reichstag fire, but he rather suspects Polics President Zrnst, whon
Goering distrustod and disliked from the boginning; and whom he named as
responsible for wild concentration camps and for the torturing of people
therein, The matter concerning the perpetrators of the Roichstag fire was
not discussed any more sirm e Van Der Lubbe confessad that '"he placaed those
things" in the Reichstag (p, 5,. 6).

The passage betwoen Qosripd’s house and the Reichstag was never locked,
and Goering cleims that at that time he lived in the Kaiserdamm, Goering
denies having received 150,000 Marks from Thyssen in 1932 for furnishing
his apartment in the Kaiserdarm. At that time he raceived only £0,000
Guilders from Th;ssen, but for other purposes than furnishing his gpartment,

Actually, Thyssen gave him much more money than 150,000 ifarks (p.7).

Uppn the order of Hitler, the investigation concerning ths perpetrators
of the Reichstag fire was brought within the jurisdiction of the Reichs '
Supreme Uourt., UGoering gave the ordsrs for a police iw estigation te Diels,
but not to Daluegse or Volk., He claims that the imw estigation was not
rostricted to Comunists only (p. 8 = 9). The reason why many people suspecte
Gooring as the originator, and not irnst, was becausc ofGoering’s position'a
President of the Reichstag,

Goering states that Ernst end iils men, c¢specially Heidebveck , created
difficulties for Goering (p.9). Goering says that Communists, including
Social Democrats "on the extreme left" (p.lB), would have been arrcested
about eight or ton days later, evon if the Reichstag fire had not occured.
Goering disclaims having given any order to put Wierth on the list,

Diels ard his men could put people on the list on their own initiative,
Goering says no list was submitted to him (p,10). Goering did not know the
people like Kurt, Grossmann, Lohmenn, Russbueldt, Diels,had no plenipotentiz
power from Goering, and he .wust know more about listing of those people,
Goering claims that he only heard aftorwards of the arrest of pacifists and
their transfer to concentration camps, Goering st.ted that he could not
have released these poeifists immediately, because ho received only a
list of arrested Communists whose nunber was very large; He admits it is
possible that lawyers were addressing themselves to Goering’s wife in order
to get her intervsntion for a releass of prisoners; Goering oxplains that
by doing so tha lawyers were apparently convinced that their cases would be
brought -0 his gttention by nis wife, Goering dduits having relcased
prisoners in specific cases; however, he does not remember them .., especial
ly with regard to Herman, Falk, and Dr; Rosenheim (p,11;12), Goering does
not know whether irnst Heilmen was on the right or the left wing of the
Social Democrats, and whether or not he was arrested, In regard to President
Bggerstedt, Goering claims that he was arrested for some reason other than
for his connection with the Reichstag fire (p,13,14), The murder of Erich
Klausner is described by Goering as a "wild cat act", of Heydrich, and
Goering claims that he had nothing to do with it, and nothing to do with sor
of the other wild acts at that tinme,



Goering first stated that he kapt Klausner in the iinistry of the Interd
but leter admitted that he had transferred Klausner to the Ministry of Traffic,
Goering admits that he did not prosecute those people who were involved in 3
the case of the assassination of Klausner and of Kahr because Hitler didn'®
allow any prosccution in these cases, Busides, Hitler declardd andamnesty,
so that no prosecution could tcke place (p,11,15).

About the activities of Zrnst and his Si men, in connection with the Roidhe
tag fire, Goering discussod thot matter only once, and that was very brief,
Since the confession of Van Der Lubbe, no furthsr discussions with regard to
EBrnst took place. Goering states that Diels thought it possible that Zrnst ;
and his men were invelvoed in the Reichstag fire . Goering snergetically denies
having given any orders to Diols regarding rumors about accusations of Ernst
and his SA men in connsction with the Reichstag fire (p.16). Gooring states thet
in the first hours of the fire it became known that Torgler was tha last peradﬁ
seen in the Reichstag. Goering admits that Van Der Lubbe was a half lunatic, °
and the possivility that Lubbe was ongaged by the SA to start the fire (p.l&,li

Considering all factors, and looking back to all. the svents concerning the!
Roichstag fire with rogard to who could havc been iﬁxerestedén that arson,
Goering comes to the conclusion that the Si could have hadnsuch an interest,
in order to get a stronger pogition in the government and a freer hand in the
prosecution of the Communists, If, as the rumors were circulated, a finale
had to be given, Goering would have chosen a better one; he might have chosen
the Castle of Barlin, but not the Reichstag building, the destruction of which;
ereated many difficulties as a result (p.18,19). Goering does not believe that '
Goebb.sls had anything to do with the Reichstag fire (p,19), 3

e

Ho denies the possibility "dis cussed by Meissner" that the fire was engin-
esred to obtain Hindenburg's signature casier to the law of 28 February 1933, .
Papen went to get Hindenburg’s signaturs and Goering claime that Papen was not,
involved at all in this law, He does not know who the author of this law was,
It might have been weérked out in the Reichs Chancellory, of which Lammers
wes the Secretary, together with the Reichs Minister of the Interior (p.lg,
20,81), -

Goeraing concedes that he one bragged about his connection with the Reichs
tag fire, but says that was not in the presencoe of any Generals, but of some
other people , Uoering also admits that he was in the Reichstag at a rather
sarlier time, end states that the big hall was burning and the cupola was

collapsing as he arrived, Goering podints out that if he would have started the
Reichstag fire, he would have done it for only one reason; namely, to get rid
of the Congress Hall, which was very ugly (p.21,22),



