OFFICE OF Ui S CHIZF OF COUNSEL
FOR THE PROSZCUTICN OF AXIS CRIIIN.LITY

INTERROGATION DIVISION SULLARY
Interrogation of GOERING, Hermann

By: Colonel Amen, 8 October 1945, pams
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Tersons and organizat ons implicated, and subjects

1 GOZRING
a., lBltreatment of Fl's

(1) Turning over of PW's recaptured upon escape

: to Himmler (4-5)

(2) Turning over of PW's to SIPC and to the SD
by Himmler and OKV/ (5)

(3) Placing of entire P7's under Himmler (6)

(4) Preserfce of police at Luftwaffe PW Interro-
gation Center (6)

(5) Term "Kugelaktion" (6)

(6) leaning of Roman Numeral III

(7) Use of forrest by Himmler's police (3-4)

(8) Killing of PW's by order of Hitler (7)

Goerin s adaits that one of his offices was that of
Roichsforstneister, which is the sagcie as ilinister for
Forestry. ac far as he reuembers, it was founded in 1935,
and it functioned to the very end. He :cs the ainister and,

at the end, Alnurs vwas the Statu Secretary in the Ifinistry-
(1).

The different departments in the iMinistry were:
one for the adainistration of all the forests of the Reich;
one was concerned with legislation in connection with forests;
one for planting in the forests; one for the safety of the
forests; one for the safety of raw .1aterial; one for the

protection of nature, and one concerned with the legislation
about hunting {1-2). '

Asked who the leading Qersonalities were, he recalls
only State Secretary Alpers and Oberlandesforstieister
sbers; he does not know what the responsibilities of the
latter were because " he was not interested what happened
below the plane of State Secretory.” He clso recalls QOber-

ackerneister Schurping, the other nanes heve slipped his
nesory. (2)
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Goering calls the connections existing between the
RSHA, especially the SIPO and SD end the IMinistry for Forestry,

quite normel. The criminal police were inforned only in cases :
offextensive poaching or thefts in the forests. But, in g |
general, the officialsof the ministry had policc jurisdiction
in the forcsts.(2)

Repeats that only the criminal police were notified
in cascs of extensive poaching or deneges, end then it aay
have happened that the criminal police appcarcd in forcesters!
uniforms. Thoy were detailed from their rcguelr servico,(2)

Denies that the Reichsforstverwaltung playcd any
rolc whatever in post-war resistance ageinst the Allics;
says Qe just docsn't know " what they could have donc with
y trees."(3) It is, of coursc, possible that if sone 3D
official was on fricndly tecriis with a forost official " ho
aay have hidden hin soacwherc in the woods, but that hc -
Gocring- has no knowledgc of it. (3)

During the rapid rctreat froa the East, Hinalor's
intention wes toestablish ajpartisan nicverient in the forcested
areas. Gocering rencabers that Hianler's deputy in this aattor
inquired as to how far the local officcrs of thc Forstver-
waltung would bc ablc to place their knowledpe of the. lecclities
at disposal, for the steblishment. of caches for-food .and arrwnitions
Yet, this haprened only curing the last three or:four months of wer;
and it is possible that conditions were the same in the est (p.3)

Gocrings says that local represcntatives of the
agencies had knowlecdge and were responsible for thesc
activities.(4)

He does not ranenber any confercncc at any tine in
the natter of the escaped 50 POW's-from Stelag Luft 3 at
Sagan; thero ever were conferpnces held in nattcrs of thet
nature. (4)

Recalls one case Hitler had sore of the escaped
PQW's shot; he turned sonc of then over to Hiiriler, thosc
who had been found in civilicn clothes, All aspects of this
case becarie knownto Gooring only when he talked with [larshal
Keitel at Mondorf; he does not know fro:a which cenp they
escaped, or what tho date was. Things like that happcned all
the time. (4-5) He knows that some escaped froa Sagen.

Reiterates that there ncver were confe.cnces about
such incidents. At wthe daily discussions, where ell wcre
present, the eoscapcs of larger nunbers of prisonsers would
be reported. Bverybody, in fact, could learn cbout it who
merely traveled on German roads, becausc cars would be
stopped every five nminutcsi (5)
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Denics knowlcdge of mn agreccient botween OK.J and
Hinnler, to turn over to thc SIPO and the SD all rccaptured
esgapcd POVW/'s, cté. Also denies knowing what the tern :
" Kugelaktion" standg for (5).

He doecs re¥nll however, that the cntire PO depertrient
was placed under Hinrler's control perhaps in July or sugust,
1944; but hc docs not know of any such general order (6).

With regarcd to prisoners of the Luftwaffey he concedes
to have recceived only two orders froa Hitler, The first was,
thnt represcntatives of the pollice werec to boe prescnt at
intercogations in Oborurscl transient prison ccop (6), so that
they could ask and discuss political questions with prisoners.

The sccond order conccerncd the ..any escapes offectod
by English aviators fron canps guarded by air forec. These
guards werc nostly quite elderly men. The criminal police was
enpowercd to rickeinvestigations, etc.(6) Repeats he does not
know the gcaning of " Kugelaktion", but belicves it nay have
connection with the case of the 40 aviators just mentioned (6).

Repeats, under oath, that he know of only the one
instance where Hitler had csc ped POVW's shot. He told Hitler
that it was the duty of any English aviator to make at least
one attexapt to ecscape, anmd that better guards werc needed in
the prison canps. (7)

Expleins that the POW's bribed guards with their auple
supplies rcceived in Red Cross parcels, At onc tire, he says,

80 POVW/'s walked out in broad daylight. (7)

Thae tem: " Stufe Roaen numeral IIIM is unkaown to him
clains to hear it for the first tine. The Luftwaffe as such had
nothing to do with POW camps. The direcctions were issued by
the OKW. (7)
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