35 02
OFFICw UF Ue So CidIuF UF CUUNSLL
FOR Tras PROSLCUTION UF AXIS CIRWIWALITY

INT2RROGATIUN DIVISION SUu.ARY

Interrogation of Hermann GQERING
By: Colonel Amen, 3 October 1945, P.ii.

PutS088 AND JURGNIZATIONS LuPLICATUD, A4D SUBJECTS

1. GOBRING
a. External iieasures -- Austria
(1) Loehr--source of informatién re the Austrian air Force (pps 1=3;
3-10; 12) _
) Goering®s approval of the anschluss (pp. 1 - 5)
) Goering’s spesch thresning Anschluss (.p. 13 - 14)
1) Goering’s perticipation in the events of 11 larch 1938 prior to
the Anschluss {pp. 17 - 22)
(5) Goering as the "driving force" of the Anschluss (p, 23)
b, Relationship with Schuschnigg (p. 14,16,18);
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2. S8YSS IWJUART
a. mxternal uleasurss-- Aws tria
(1) Participation in the anschluss (p, 15,18 - 22)

NBGOTTATIONS CONDUCTLD BY GOZRING PRELIMINARY
TO_THs ANSCHLUSS

Goering denied that prior to the Anschluss he had had any contact with the
Austrisn officer lfajor Loshr (later General Loehr). After the Anschluss
Goering received information from him concerning Austria’s Air Face and its
corbat fitness (pp. 1 = 2), Goering denied the allegation that he had any
knowledge of 5 million marks having boen given Loehr through the German Aero
Club for '"use in sustria". Goering stated that the Club had never posessed
any such large amount of monsy. He stated that had it been suggested that
a surn of even 20 million marks be given in the intersst of furthering the
anschluss he would have been highly in favor of it, but he denied knowing
anything of this particular "deal" (pp, 1 ¢ 5). As ac matter of conjecture,
Goering stated that such a swa might have been used for payments to Austrian
aviators who had resigned their positions becmuse of their activities in
behalf of the anschluss -~ (at least half the austrian officer graup favored.
the inschluss), Furtherrmore Goering stated that it would have been unnecessary
to have paid for infornaction concerning Austia-- close liaison between German

and austrian officers gave a clear picture of all developments in that
country. Likewise the Austrian air~force was so "insignificant" (one squadron
at the time) -- why would such a sun be paid for inforaztion concerning its
potontialities? (pp.-3 - 10), However, Goering concedes that if the fact

of the payment is definitely established by Von Fapcen he (Goering) would not
deny it-- simce many of the matters regarding details were never roferred

to him (pp. 9 ~ 10)..
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RuLATIONSHIP WITH LOwHR

Goaering stated that he did not know Loehr until after tha Anschluss;
that the principal reason for Lis having been used was to place an AW trian
in command of the Ausirian air force inérder to avoid possible friction which
might arise if a German were to assume control, Loehr ross rapidly in rank
in order that he could hold the rank fitting to his station (pp, 8 - 9).

‘

GOsRING'S SPERCH OF JULY 1937

Gosring readily admitted hoving made a spsech at a dinner attended by
Austrian business represzntatives who were mesting on ths occasion of a treaty
betwsen Goermany and astria calling for the exchangs of sconomic resprasentativ-
es (p. 13). Goering recalled that "he frightonad ths gentleman” by his
references to the aarly offectuation of the iAnsdi luss; that they should be
"ashamed of themselves for not making Aw tria part of Germany."(p., 13).
Goering rofused to apolOgise as was demanded by Sdiuschnigg. The German
foreign vffice may-have apologised later -- Gouring does not know (p, 14),

AVuNTS OF 11 i, RCH 1938 &€ PRUCWDiNG whn AJSCHLUSS

{9.(1) Telephone convorsation with Seyss-Inquart and Glaise Horstenau
(charged with German diplomatic mission in austria), in which Gooring ordered
that plans for the austrian olecctions were to be immoediately halted, Blaise
Horstenau was to coopsrats with Seyss-Inquart and force additional campromis-
es from Schuschmigg (or e¢lse Aws tria would ho invaded) (pp, 16 - 17), Both
Goering and Hitlor saw in the situation an opportunity to effectuate the An-
s¢hluss without paying too high a price (ps 17)s

(2) There was then a sacond tolcephons conversation in which &t was
gstatad from 3erlin that the situation in Austria ",., could be saved only if
Schuschnigg rosigns within two hours from now" ., whon you (Ssyss-Inquart)
don't give me any reply by phone within thosc two hours, I know that you are
hindered by forcd". Gooring admittod that such was t.ic substance of his
statenont (pp. 18 - 19).

(3) Anothoer phone called orderad Soyss-Inquart to telegraph Berlin de-
nanding assistonce from Gorman troops to prescsrve internal orders Goering
stated that the real purpose in the dasire to have German troops in Awstria
at that particular moment" ,., was the fear that some outside influenca,
say, the Little untonte, would make an occuption of their own ..." (p, l9~20),

In addition to the above one weppler (used for high diplomatic missions)
was dispatched to Awtria and was prosent in Vienne at the time of the above
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conversations, His mission was to "keep an eye" on Seyss=Inquart to make
certain that he and "his entouragse" did not overstep their bounds in the
matter of assuming control at the time of the Are chluss (pp. 20 - 22)..

All of the above negotiations were witnessed by t... Hitler -- however,
Goering is insistent that he was the "driving force", that during the ovent=-
ful day, "Gee ring was the busiest man in Berlin',



