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There were tnree:

(1) Nop that Germeny was better armed, Hitler could not permit

the continuance ol & large section of the frontier of
Germany to remaln unprotected.

(2) 1If war were to insue as & result of his determination to
teke Austria, 1t was necessary to have this protection for
the Runr, even tnouxn Germany were well armed. For the

seme reesons later 1t was necessary to take Holland and
Belgium.

(3) To erect actual fortifications in the West at the outermost '
frontiers of Germany. Hitler wanted this because he never
believed in the c¢ld Schirflin plan for two reasons:

(a) It put#&&kxmcn welght on the right wing.

(b) It di%ﬂstrike at the cnannel ports.

He was of the opinion that one column should drive for the channel
ports and the :E:jcolumnq drivifle west of Paris.

The basic ldesa was tnis: To have a strong and principle line of
defense in the West that could be held by wesk forces. The frontier
in the West was short and easy to defend.

An Eastern line was out of tne question. It would be tco long. It
would immobilize too meny men for defense.

Althougn nitler never expressed it in words I inferred from his plans
end his actions &nd . I asreed thet he did not wish to hold a definlte
line in the East because 1t mignt act as & limitetlon upon his desire go
gselize 2s much lend &s possible 1n tae East,

Besides, Poland and the Baltic States at that time formed a kind of
barrier or fortificatlon which mesnt that attack on our frontiers
could not be toc sudden.

Until the end of 1938 &n immedlate military conflict wes not envisaged
by Hitler. The necessity reslly grew out of the disagreement Between
Czechoslovekla and Poland. Hitler then told me he did not belleve

1t possidble to cooperate wltn Poland end 1t would be necessary to
solve the question by means more harsh,

To summarize - the three fundamental reessons to take the Rhineland
were:
A. The prestige tnat would come to Hitler and to the party lnside
Germeny.
B. The praection of the Ruhr and
C. The security of the entire Relch by fortifications. Once thls
was done with one frontier secured we could defend or attack
in the East as dlctated by circumstances. '

In considering hls actlon 1n teking the Rhineland, did he discuss
it with his cebinet and nis army chiefs?

No. Hitler seldom discussed these metters. He usually ennounced
them after he came to a decision and his will was fixed. This was
especially true in foreign effairs., It was almost lmpossible to
prevent nis carrying out tnese things once hils ménd was made up.

He would say all the thlngs you are bringing up now which T have
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thought over and rejected many hours ago.

But he did usueally discuss such matters with you
At that time he usually talked with me first, e® I was present when
he brought them up for the first time. The one exception was when he

took over Czechoslovakia efter lunich had settled the Sudeten question.

I was away 1n San Remo. He sent meword by courier and I repbled which
reflected the atmosphere in which I then was., There were many English

people tnere, I told nim this would mean tue removal of Chamberlain

and the calling up of Churchlll. I dlscussed tne matter witn him
when I got back and made clear to him that while the British mignt
feel all rignt after Lunich, they would not feel thet wey 1if he selzed

Ceechoslovaekla., Tiey would want Germany to quiet down and not start
new surprises.

Now, let us come back to the Rhineland question. Did he discuss that
matter with anyone in additlon to yourself?

Fa Yes - because ne felt both politiclans and soldiers should be con-

N

'sulted with von Neurath, wno at tnet time in 1936 was foreign minister
with Fritech, whno was supreme commander and Beck who was General Staff
Chief of the Army -~ with Blomberg and perhaps Raeder, ealthough I ean
not sure of tnils. .

A basic split came between us. Myself, von Neurath, and Blomberg were
for 1t, but had some doubts,(S&&)Eeck end Fritsch were azainst 1t.

What peasbn dld they glve forh%pprovina the plen?
A~ Tney sald that Germany was too weak tod throw down the gauntlet
before she was QUIRLApAMAA

Q- Did they urge that it was not the right thing to do?

A~ Oh no~ they thougnt it too provocative an act and would bring on & we

wer before we were reeady. They consldered Germany fer too weegk to
cnallenge France which they taought was strong.

Beck especlally neld thls view, To tne ordinary army officer tne chl
of Staff was a xEkX man of grest brailns, Beck was the old fasunioned
General Staff Officer, industrious, exact, ana a little pretentious,
and for this reascn full of anxiety.

Beck end Gamelin were great friends and would meet &nd compliment
eacn other and 1f 1t had depended upon them the wnole thing would

have been .settled ine war game., Beck had an 1ncredible respect for the
French Army. Beck talked et the meeting as if he were very cool and

obJective, and spesking only from the ice cold rezions of the intellect.

Perheps one re-son we did not agree was because he suCh an archaic

view of an glr force.

Hitler had a miich clearer eye in the repect. He recognized the
weakness of French Armement, the attitude of tne Popular Front, and
the preocupetion of Engzland wlth sanctions and Italy,.

‘Looking over the situation Hitler sald " tnese people are not reedy,

will not atqrt a& war", and so ne marcned into the Rhinelgnd.

Q~ At thet time, what was the state and condition of your army?

A~

fact?

r( Q,- You spoke very disparegingly of Beck. Let me ask you~ 1ls trls e

s

~ X~ Beck was greatly respected by the army,” He resisted Hitler from the

£

very beginning, dia ne not? He sougnt to depose nim,

d Beck was executed for his participation in the movement agalnat
—Hitler?

Q- After the deﬁlsion was made and you entered the Rhineland, what

‘ haPPQHEd?
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A~ Hitler then wasinterested in the bullding of the West Wall. It
was one of the best tnings we ever aid.

AR et
eSS

Q- Were your relations with Italy taken into account at tnis time?
A~ Yes, beceause We Were not on good terms., The difficulty between
us had been increazsed because &f the assassinetion of Dolfuss.
Mussolini nad moved seven divisions to the Brenner Pass.

Then later Hltler considered the possibility of Joining with

other nations in lwewesdng sanctions sgainst Itsaly.
Finally he told me thte=—d—If-we—tEXKe & against Italy

we take a positlon eagalnst Fascism. Although there are differences
between us these two reglmes have a fundamental base and Mussolini is
& remarkable man, )Out of these consifierations Hitler decided to
work with Italy tather than azsinst her.

He then went to Venice and mat lussolinl. There was a

reconcilietion end from that time on they wotked together. This was
on the dayof _ -

Q~ On what dete was the Rhineland occupied? g
A- Merch 7, 1936 , :

\

< Oﬂt hat same day diu not Hitler state " We have no territorial
demends to make in Europe" (wir neben keine territoraten fundimingen
zer stellen) Doc. 2288-PS

A-

<~ What was nls purpode in meking that statement- 1t was not true,
was 1t? . 4
A~

@-Orders fcr Naval cooperstion in the Rhineland had been issued by
Blomberg, ned tasy not?
A~

Q~ They had been signed by Keltel and in fulfillment of these orders- . |

detalled instructions had been issued by Raeder. Is thet true? 3
(2261-PS) 1
Q- On the 14 of October 1933 Germany hsc withdrawn from the '%

Internationel Disarmeament Conference and thne League of Nations?
&.—‘
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Q- On the 16 of jierch, 1935, you hed enacted a law for migitary
service?
A~

é Q- Will you tell us wno origineted tne idee of bullding an eir force
4 and how %as 1t planned and put into effect?
& A
E 
%
i
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I was not in favor of the Russlian campeign., Not for any gaagl reason
but because I thought we snould proceed more slowly. I had thought the
same in regard to the taking of Czech. and of Poland. Insteed of
forcing I belleved another year would have megnt we would have 1t
*  without fignhting,

I elways feared that France and England would coma against us

1f we pressed too hard snd too quickly, but if we were less impatient
i we 'would accomplish our purpo2ce with less risk, I did not want a war
+ with the West on thet account, I felt a little time &nd our efforts
' with Englnad and France would come to sometning, I am sure that 1f
Hitler had been convinced that the British and French would fight he
would not have started the war, But when he saw how eeslly ne had
marched to the Rnineland, to Austries and to Czechoslovakia, ne risked
Poland. That I tnougant unwise and in addition I felt my personal
prestige was involved because I nad been the special envoy of Hitler
i to Poland for tnree yeers ' /VKL
: I tried many ways to dlvert hém from tane Russlan aAtta¥k., I even
A suggested tnet we snculd eupport Ruesla 1ln obtaining tng Dardenelles
and that would teske both England and .the Soviet Union o our backs.
But I could not chenge his mind nor persuade him to put it off. I
was depressed when Hitler declded in any cese because I saw the
iiangers to us. He thougnt and most of us tnougnt tnat tne Russian

urge of e nad weakened her., We were vrong. It nad strengthened

- er army. t was too great a risk and 1t seemed to me much too high.
But I not go out and oppose nim. When he insisted, I sald tae
\ pfuepprer is rignt - let's do our best. And I went into it witn all

Will and my energy.
r (TO BE FILTERED INTO HIS OTHER STATEMNTS ON AGGRzSSION)

3 Here 1s wnet I mean:

g r I own & piepme of land. Uy nelznbor has a plece tnst I trink is
necessary to me,

;‘ How can I get it? I have no wegpons. I take a plece of iron, end

) I make & sword., I feel more secure. 80 now I look at my neizhpor

¥ with tne sword in my hend.. And theplece of lznd comes to me. I Wse not

‘ l compelled to use tne sword,

& That was your attitude. Wszs 1t the program of tne party? Was 1t tne
§§7 attitude of the defendants? :




