GOXRING QUESTIONS
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A. Not exzetly in fchese words you haVe used ,__.-"the armement was independent
of these reasons. JLne primery purposq was $6 make it possible to met. It
would etill be necess'ry 1o rearm wioelher or not there existed the juestion
of Austria, Sudeten or Danzig. Re-arm

aims. We would have re-armed becsuse the position of “ermeny in the center
of burope. Germany hed to be strong to be aggressive or defensive
depending on circumstences. DBut epert from the -uestion of war, ecconomicy,
consolidetion would heve been necesstry. we did not have enoug‘h £0ld or enough
foretgn exchenge to buy as we wishef@ in foreign markets
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ent was necessary independent of these

But the premice of zny foreigh pokicy was to be e usl to our neighborsig

beczuse it stpod for s stropg.iérmeny, re-armement &nd concentiretion Of polisieeuss
AT . Y joined the per LLonrwade f.m&.

frome u'fhan we- tukhed‘”c? e-(;m{ment a\na econouic 1Jolic,,; ooth ,Jo'md nuve hhgpened
P W
But obvipusly these proclems did exist as did the danger of war with Russia.z -
Hnd you hed elreedy stated in 1936, had you not, that war between Russia ‘7'”
sand Germany was inevitable? And even before that - would you say 1932 -
you held thzt view ?
Hitler sgreed with you?
These thoughts were in your mind when you took charge of the Four Year P lan?
You never heciteted to stote them openly and publically?
Do you doubt thet the defendente here heve heard you ssy s07?
And so you will better understend the resson and purpose of my acts, let
me explain to you., I adhered to Hitler not only becwuse of my osth. I tied my
destiny to thrt men =nd when I go down I shall still be loyal to him. I have
meny honots, but my grestest title wes given by the Germen peogle, when they
celled me "uhe most loyel Pelledin of the pmapke% Feahrer! My popularity con-
sisted in compamison with other men in the party -'I was not & radical-nor was
I & brutal men.

him or plotted egainst him.

No matter whet he di me I never would lieve raeised my hand egainst
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To me it wes entirely uninteresting whether he was right or wrong. Once
he decided &is decision I zcecepted even though I may Leve ergued to the con-
trary. That was vhe practice I followed, and in thet I will coutinue even if
I am condemned to die.

Deep in my heert the last two times wheu he changed towsrd me I had bitter
confflicts, I hed to endure during that period the constsnt spying upon me
and meneuvers egeinst me of nimmler, who had set up a state within & state
The backbiting end lies asbout me by Bormenn who was constatly with hitler, end
the jealous emnity of Goebbles.

And all this changed hitler vowards me., At the end of 42 my bad days
began. We had differences in the use of the Air Corps. Tensions cdeveloped
between us which never existed before - they did not appesr on the surfece,
but they were there.

In 1944 the decline was repid, and in 1945 I felt he detested me. The
basic cause wes his insistence tnat we shoucd meke full epplicution of our Air
Forces in every theater of war. During tuis perios I suffered deep mumilietion
in his presence &nd tne preseunce of others becsuse of his settecks upon me.

But I would not reply to him in public ¢nd often I wouid wonder if I could en-
dure i1 asny longer. But tnen I remembered that my successor would be Goebbles
or Himmler or even bormann who was the lowest and worst of sll. I could not
let them rule the Germen people, esnd so I steyed on.

‘ Hitler had such & nature he always had to look for someone upon whom. he
could place the bleame,



