TRATSIATION, w

my defense counsel I em giving the following

1. I heard Eitl=r spezk for the first time at 2 sma
in Yovember 1922, I hed »revisvsly heard a bit abon
interastzd to ge%t *to kn~w hin end his people.
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2. A fav days later I decided to btecome & membe~ nf his party. I had an
interview with him et which he explained to me his then generally known
sims. The reason f£ar my joining the movement was the personality of the
Fuehrav» vhich right from the beginning mads e strong imprecsion on me,
and the f=ct +h£t it vae the only party in Cermany which had as the main
point of its platform the rehabilitetion of Germany - withou® ~empromice,
It wre *r1nﬂ-' 11y - netional feeling and the reglizetion that withont
o'2ivs into consideration the encizl juestlieon, the natinnal gquestinn

rann2d nn% Le solved. foand both elecrly united in Hitlsr's statements,
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3o I d4ic not return Irom Sweden In 1921 in ovd~= *a be zctive politicelly,
but I had the intention of dning something in aviation. For the time
heing I deecidsd to undertslzs =zome 2tndies the Univzsreity of Munich

end to teks eourses which v1l introduce me to sconrmics.
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4, At the beginniag nf Jemmewy "”2? +he Fuehrer spoke to me and askad me
to tair2 aver the leadership of his 3A vhich I promised tn do. As far as I
cen ramsrher, I officially +0ﬂ; ovar at the beginning of March 1523.
Tre pneition as comranding officer of the SA vhich at that time was
practically ecnrnfined to Upper Bavaria, Lower Bavariax was my only
funectinn. It was my task to enlarge and firmly esteblish it,

o
£, The releticn= batwesn SA and NSTAF 'ers as follevrs: The SA was an
integrel part of the Farty end at that time oniy a memta~ of the Party
¢ca 2 be arn 3A man. It had Teen farnded, and this remained ite main task,
to protect P rt; nzetings ~hich at that tize were exposzsd to serinus
dicturbances, It wag nrganized in a military fashion insafar as the
Freikorps showed & certain nilitary shepe, It was no# anti-Republican,
gince we wers not interested in a revival ol the mdnarchy.

6o I have ansverszd conesrning the special alms »f the 34 in 1922/23

Madu_ point E, In Invember 19025 it had the task, in collaboration with
cther Pduriuulc crganizationg, to exeente the revolation in munich,

7. The mzmbzres of the SA 2could bs armed at any time. The arms ware
hovevar, not given to them but kept in certain f;&CBS Just as was the
case in othsr patriotic ~rganizations (patriotic associations, Cberland,
ste.) In the way of arms thers were hand weapons vhich were 2%1i11

available frem the war, gung, machlne guns and soms heavy artillery.

8., At that time thsy werz not yet being trained in special street
fighting tactics, Tralring followed the old military principles of
fi-hting, - .
g, Qu=ctism 9 is ansvered mndar point 8,
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10. The decision to underitake the revolution in lMunich 1523 was tcksn
at such short notice that ns discussinong tonk ‘lacb as to what wvas to
hapren aftsrvards; nn discuszions wers held or commitments made &s to
what was to hepner to the A aftsrwerde.
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. Que=tion 11 is answer2d under point 10.

12, I did not say to the Fuehrer in January 1923 thst the organiszation of
the SA had been completed since at this tims I had msr=ly begun to take
charge of the 5A4 inofficially, znd then officially from March 1923 on.

I have at no time reportad to Zitler that my task with rsf=rsnce to ths
organisation of the SA had been completed,

13. Before the revolution of November 8/9, 1828 in Munich therz was
naturally a discussion about the strength of the SA. This did not refar
to the 34 alone, but also to the strength of the othsr patriontic
organizations which tork part in the ravolution.

14, After I had besn ssverel; wounded at the Feldherrnhall s, I was taksn
by car to the housz of & frisnd in Germisch. Three or four days latsr,
after the wvound had besn dresssd, I was taken across trz Aw,trlan border,’
at widnight, and thence to Inhsbruck to the noan1+al ths

15, The Munich police did not assist me in my flight. However, a police
captain in Garmisch did help me, who 'new wme froud my aviation period
during the world war,

16, In Austria I spent months in the hospital, There I rarsly met men

of the Party who came to see¢ me., Only after my recovery did I taxs up
contact with the Anstrian NSDAP znd several repressntatives from Gsrmany.
Svuch a meeting tool place only once, in Vienna., At the end of April 1924
I left Austria and went to Italy. From this time on, aftsr Vienns, I
have had nn more contact with the S.A,

4 vp to my slection to the Reichstag in May,
1928 I was not golitically active in the Party, since I wus working
on econnmiecs, Only aftsr my slsction in 1922 did I hacome politically
actlve in the Party tc the fuXllsst extent. I am tharefore unsble to
oy whence the money came for the election campaign of 13928,

17, Fron the beginning of 192
ac

18, Question 18 is answerad unde» noint 17, As far as I krow, industrial
concerns at that time Jid not contridute any funds,
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19. Only in 1923 dicd I become the Politiecal Plsni
Fuehrer, This wvas not a Party office, bul a pers
the Fuehrer, It was my task to deal with all p rt
the time, as vell as with Govsirament offires, whe
became even easler tn carry on suchnegotiations

I became president of the German Reichstag, and

contact with &ll parties in the Govsrnment, The

comprisad no other tasks or duties. Fights in ths s
wnder the juriesdiction, first, of the locel Sa lea’
gecond, of the Gauleiter, Dr. Goshbels,
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20, In 1923 my official position was Commznding Officer of the SA.
After the Reichetzg elections of 1928 my main task was that of a Reich
speaker, 1ln ordsr to conduct meetings. The duties of a Reichstag deputy
are xnown. as Politlcal Plenipotentiary of the Fuehrsr since 1932 up to
the accession to power I have listed rmy duties under point 19 1 %&&}d
li%e to add that es Politiczsl Deputy of the Fuehrer I g

negotiations leading towards the formation of the Cabinet nh in 19“3.

21, In 1923 Hess led an SA hatzllion in Munich. Then, aft-=r Hitler g
had returned from the fortress et Landsberg, he became, as far as I ;e
know, his private secretary, and remained in that post until the
seizurs of pover, when he got the central (main) political position.
I do not lnnv vhat othsr special nositions Hess had in his capacity
ag the Fuehrer's sscratary, since I to k no active part in the life
nf the Party from 1922 to 1928, From the end of 1923 to the end of
1927 1 lived outeside of Germany.
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22, It is a fact that Fitlzsr repesatedly gave orders that the SA
was nnt %o commit any illegal acts so that the Party would not get
into difficenlties and might again be banned,

23, Questinn 23 is answersd vnder point 22, g

24. Vinlations of this order occurred £xexmmxiiy repeatzdly on the part
of lower leaders. It was especially the then highest SA leader, Capteain
v. Pfeffer and his Berlin 3A leader, Capt., Stennes, who opposed this
legal deportment and wished to give to the SA a stronger, revolutionary
character. This attitude explains violations of this order, Hitlerwas
extremely angry abont this; it led later to the dismissal of Pfeffer
and Stennes. The revolt of the Berlin SA in 1931 within theparty
finds its basis in this conflict.
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25. If the ban on the wzaring of uniforms was repeatedly violated, f{
this also must be ascribzd to the local and higher SA leaders. ;.
o \s

26. In the period 1930 to 1333 Hitler considered strset fights as %
illegal. Ee of course did not consider it illegal vhen SA men or groups -@
who had bezn attaecked, defended themselves. Frequently , after meetings 1
of National-Socialists or Communists there were clashes and fighting 8
among the followers of the opposing perties, which, however, did not _i
assume the proportions of street fights. }
27. Questinn 27 ie answered under nnint 26, ﬁ
i

28, I cannot remember today thet I sent a telsgram to the § SA men in
Beuthen, but it is absolutely possible.

29, If I have sent such a telsgram, I can for the above reason not give
you the tsxt - not afier 13 years,
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30, I cannnt ma'e any statem=nt concerning the activity of the SA in
Hessen in August and September, 1931, The reason may be that aftesr I
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had resumed my political activity in 1928, I was looked upon with distrust
by the Suprems SA leader v, Pfeffer and his subordinate leaders, simee I
had been the former Commanding Officer of the SA, They were afraid thet

I might again be interested in that position. For this reason the

Berlin SA leader had rsceived instructions from the Supreme Sha leadership
to be extremely reserved towards me. I thercfore had nractically no
contact with the SA during this period and am only slightly informed
concarning events,

At that time methods were alrsady introduced, which wers opposed to
our policies, which made it possible for non-Party members to becone
SA men, It was the alm of the then Supreme 3A leadsr to make the SA
as independent from the Party as possible, ZEven when Hitler ook over
the supreme leadership of the SA and &ppointed Roehm Chief, the latter
pursued this tendency which finally led to ths events of July (means June )
30, 1934,

3l. 1 had heard about the documents which Mr, Best worked on, but resally
do not remember sxactly what happenad,

32, 1 do not know the corbznt of the documsnts. I knew nothing about
their publication,

33, Question 33 is answer=d under point 32,

(sign.) Hermanr Goering



o5¢. The aims and intentions of the Party were naturally slso directed
toward fighting the Treaty of Versailles. As far as mi itary armament
wag concarnsd, the main voint was to g=t the other countries to disarm
in the same manner as Germany. If they were nnt going to comply with the
regulations set down in the Leagve ~f Natinns, it was s21f-understood
that Germany on its part would rearm for xtxxr her requirsd security.

25. For the time being th=are was no talk of reconquering the territories
whth had been lost as the result »f the war 1914/18. However, there was
elways the attitude among the German people and within the Party that
Danzig and the Folish Corridor were an incongruity. The incorporation
into Germany (Anschluss) of Austria and the Sudetenland wers even then
consid=red a policy which had to be pursued by every German Government,
There was also the npinion that Poland had received ton much German
tdrritory.

36, The acquisition of so-called "living space" in Continental Euroge
wes soumetimes discuss=d as a princigle of the aims and intentions of the
Party without, “owever, any definite idea as to how this space should be
created. The discussion toor place roughly in the same way as it was
done in theory in Hitler's book "Mein Xampf".

The Fuehrer was always ready to relinquish his claims on the South
Tyrol end Alsace-Lorraine if permanent peace with Italay and France
conld thereby be achieved.

27, Whenever there was talk of required "living space", one thought of
the Zast exelusively, This the more so since one was convinced that at
some time Russian Bolshevism wouvld male its advance into Europe and that
Germany wonld be the first line nf defense. In such an event, this
questinon was also to be solved.

38, I do not “now what Hess' views were concerning Russia. I havs already
stated under ooint 27 how it was planned to galn territory as a result of K¢
repelling the definitely to be expected attack on Germany by the
Bolghavists., Several times the Fuehrer exposed his opinion that undsr
. any circumstancss territory v vld have to be acqrired in the Fast.

2%, 1 do not 'now what ideas Ribbentrop had with rafersnce to the East
prisr to the outbreak nf the Polish war. I céiscussed foreign effairs
with Ribhentrop on extremely rare nccasions, practically never.
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Aft=r the outbreak of the Folish conflict a definite territorial
program was set up for the ZTast, which for the time being did not ineclude
any Russian territory. This was included only when the Fuehrer became
convinced that he wonld have to anticipate a Russian attack by taking
preventive meacures. -

40, Whether individual National-3ocialists made proposals to the
Fuehrer in this direction, I do not know, since it was always the
Fushrer himself who talked of hie aims and in which sense they were

to be realized. He frequ=ntly changed his aims - from trying to attain
nis goal by political comhbinatinng over a long period ~f time -
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to attempting a solution through a struggle, perhaps =ven attack.

41, I read "Mein Kampf" in 1926,

42, Naturally I found myself in agresment with many nf the idecs expresczed

in that book. Towards certain ideas I had my own reservations. After
such a long time I can remember the content only in its broader phases.

43, The Fuehrer was <o changeable in his tactics and theories thet

it may be said that "Mein Xampf" shows only in part what he did, or
wanted to do, under certain conditions, EHe changed ¥= ris opini~ns and
tactics frequently on the btasis of the development of a situation.

As Ter as philosophical notes are concerned, they probably dogive a
plcture of his basic principles,

44, This questinn is answered undsr point 42,

48, I never spoke to either Frick, Fr:onk or Rossnberg abovt the
principles laid cown in "Mein Kampf", Hess and Rosenberg orobably
belleve most closely in these principles. HEess for the rsason, as far
as I can remember, that he was present when the book wes written.

46, The definition of the Fuehrer principle was clearly defined for

us and represented the absolute power of comrand end authority of the
Fuehrer, and the implicit obedience of his followers. This principle
applied: Authority from above, and responsibility from lowsr to higher
echelons. With the succesgs<s of the Fuehrer, and his extremely
intensified authority and popularity among the people, the Fuehrer
finally became the personification of the absolute representation of
the will of the people, not only de Jjurem, but also de facto.

47, Naturelly the Fuehrer principle was one of thise basic principlec
on which the NSDAP was based, and on which the strugele for the
liquidation of the Weimar system, and the creaticn of the Third RJeich
wasbessd. '

48, The duty to be obedient was absolute under the Fushrer princirle,
and was considerably strengthensd by the added civil service and soldier
oath. It corld not be compared to the spirit »nf obedience under the
previous regime.

49, I do not remember the rnilitary oath of the period before Hitler
since I never tonk it. My last military oath, i.e. the one before

the oath to Adolf Hitlar, vas the oath the German Emperor and Fing of
Prussia who was my Commander-in-Chief when Ibecame a soldier.

50, The platform of the NSDAP mx Coes not mention a mastsr powsr or

a master race of people of German blond, lNeither does it mention the
domination or oppression of nther nations. Cnly a part of the perty

advocated this policy, later especially the S.S5. I personally have

never in my speeches used such words &as mastsr neople, master reace,

supermen, Neither have I advocated such policies,

51. This doctrine has nsver besn explained to me, out, =25 stated under
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point E0., 1t was advocated by certein sections within the party.
read

52. I never read Rosenbderg's books and/only a few nf his speeches,

I am thersfore aot abls to say whether he preached this dectrine,

but do not think it is impossible. I have never discussed this point
with him.

£3. No. The duty to recognize this doctrine was not imposed on party
embers. I do not know how thismgtter was handled in ths SS.

54, legislation ves not based »n this doctrine. It is true that a law
ves passed for the protectinn of German blood, but it was not based on
the principle of a mast=r race. It was principally destined to eliminate
the Jews from the Germen race, end represants the racial-political
princizle of the NSDAF vis-a-vie racially foreign blood.

(sign. ) Hermann Goering




