
Testimony of Hermann Geering, taken at Nuremberg, 
GerKamy, on 8 October 1945, from 4:30 PS t o 5 PM, 
by Colonel John H. Amen, IGD, 005CC. Also resen t : 
Pfc Richard W« Sonnenfeldt, In te rpre te r ; "OJG Jack 
Rund, Reporter. 

COL. AMEN TO Til INTK b'RutfKU: 

Q State your fu l l name, rank, and posi t ion. 

A Pfc Sichard ; . sonnenfeldt, in te rp re te r for the OUSCC. 

Q Do you solemnly swear tha t you wi l l t r u l y and fa i th fu l ly 

in te rpre t from itfiglish in to German and from Geraan in to English, the 

questions put to th i s witness and his answers the re to , so help you God? 

A I do. 

COL, AM'clN t© the witness, through in t e rp re t e r , in German: 

Q These are sonse questions which G-2, Operations Branch, desires 

t e have answered, one of your offices was that oi Reichsforst/aeister, 

was i t net? 

A Yes. That was the same as the minister for Forestry. 

Q For how long a t i n s did tha t office function? 

A I t functioned u n t i l the end. As far as I remember, i t was 

founded i n 1935. 

Q Under what superior agency did the fteichsforstverwaltung 

operate? 

A I wa3 the Minister, txid no the end Alpers was the ^'tate 

Secretary in the , ' in is t ry . 

Q What KM i t s in te rna l organization? 

A There were different departments t he re . There was one for 

the administration of a l l forests of the Reich. There was one branch 

tha t was concerned with l eg i s l a t i on in connection with the fo r e s t s . 
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There was one division for planting in the forests; one for the safety 

of the forests, and one for the safety of the rav.: material, wood; and 

also ono for the protection of nature, and also one department respon­

sible ior th< legislation about hunting. 

u who ware its leading personalities? 

A I raaember there ;;as State secretary -Upers and then there 

wa3 Oberlandesforstmeister Abers. I don't know just what he vms respon­

sible for because I was not interested what hap ened below the plane of 

State Secretary, and I left his administration to himself. Then there 

was Qberackermeister Schurping, also in the ministry. The other names 

have slipped ray iaemory. 

Q ;/hat were its exact connections with the RSHA, especially the 

SIPO and SD? 

A There v,as a normal connection, such as existed between every 

Ministry and the Police. There wa3 no special connection there. 

Q To what extent was liaison between the Reichsforstverwaltung 

and the SIPO and SD maintained at lower local levels? 

A Only in cases of extensive poaching, or where extensive thefts 

in the forests occurred, then the criminal police were informed. In 

general, though, the officials of the Ministry of the Forests had police 

jurisdiction in tho forests. 

Q ,verc appreciable numbers of SIPO and 3D p< rsonnel transferred 

at any time to the (Reichsforstverwaltung and, if so, fer what purpose? 

A i\3 I said before, only the criminal police were notified in 

cases of extensive poaching or damages, and then it may have happened 

that they ap eared in the uniform of the foresters. They were detailed 

from their regular service, but what really happened at the lower levels, 
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I don ' t knew. 

Q What i s the role of the Reichsforstverwaltung in postwar 

res is tance against the Allies? 

A No role a t a l l , I don ' t know just what the administ a t ion 

of the fores ts could have done about i t . I don' t know just what they 

could have done with ay t r e e s . 

Q In what way did they a s s i s t the SD in providing cover for SP 

agent 8? 

A Well, i t i s possible i f some of f ic ia l of the 3D was well-acquainted 

with a forest o f f i c i a l , he may have hidden hisi somewhere in the woods. That 

i s qui te possible , but I have no knowledge of t h a t . 

Q In what way did i t a s s i s t the 3D in establ ishing weapons caches? 

A Maybe now I can remember something tha t w i l l help. *t l e a s t I 

think I know vihat i s meant b -̂ t h i s question. hen we s;ere r e t r ea t ing so 

fas t i n the East , i t was Himmler's in tent ion to es tabl i sh a par t isan move­

ment i n the forested areas , and I remember t ha t h is deputy for t h i s a f fa i r 

made an inquiry at one t ime, asking how far the local off icers of the 

Ferstvervaltung would be able to put t h e i r knowledge of the l o c a l i t i e s 

at t h e i r d isposa l . That i s , for the establishment of caches for food 

and ammunition, but th i s only happened during the l a s t three or four 

months of the war. I t i s qui te possible t ha t the SUM thing occurred 

in the West. 

Q In what other ways, if any, did i t a s s i s t the SD? 

A I must suppose from a l l these questions that t h i s in te r roga­

t ion i s refer r ing t o the in ten t ion to es tabl ish hideouts in the fores t , 

and that only happened during the l a s t three or four months, as I sa id . 

Nothing was ever done before. Outside of t h a t , there was no connection 
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between tho Ueiehcforstverwaltung, or the BSRAj or the pol ice , ether 

than the normal connection which was established between any ether 

ISinistry and the pol ice . Rut i t is t rue that such conferences v.ere 

held i n the l a s t month. 

ho were the persons responsible for , :>nd having knowledge 

of, these ac t i v i t i e s ? 

k They were local people. I t only could be local people, and 

they were the loca l representat ives of the agencies. 

Q This i s another s e r i e s of questions, the answers t o *hich are 

desired by G-2, operations Branch. What was said, and what decisions 

were reached a t the meeting of H i t l e r , Hiramler, Koitel and yourself i n 

March 1944, following the escape of f i f t y prisoners of war from Stalag 

Luft 3 at sagan? 

A Are you referr ing to those prisoners tha t were executed and 

that were shot? I don' t know just what a l l t h i a is refer r ing t o , but 

I don' t remember any such conference. There never were any conferences 

about t h a t , i t i s t rue , however, escapes were effected frequently, and 

I remember one case where the Fuehrer had some of them shot, and he 

turned over part of the escaped prisoners to Himmler, and tha t was 

those who were found in c iv i l i an c lothes . I t created a lo t of bad 

feel ing at the t ime , but I d i d n ' t know a l l the aspects of th i s s i t ua ­

t i on u n t i l I talked to Marshal Keitel at Mondorf. I don't even know 

just from which camp those came. 

Q Did t h i s occur in March 1944? 

A I don' t remember the date , but i f t h i s is referr ing to jus t 

what I have in mind, then i t i s the escape of the prisoners which 
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OK. md itJbmler. however, I do remawfear at a cer ta in t i ne , n&yfeo I t MM 

in ,uguet 1944 or even in July 1%4, the ent l ro prisoner of war deser t -

ssont esuao under the control of H i s t l e r . Whether or not thare I B I any 

such general orcter that tiny reca;*ureu prisoners of war ^ere to be h&nded 

w a r t o HiimLar, or no t , I don' t know, I joat c i ted a ease to ou which 

was a special case vshere they ere handed over, which aaa the oxteat of ay 

knowxecL e . 

« have • coi-ty of the order, 

A Yea. That Bay be, but I don ' t know th i s order, "aybe t h i s i s 

concerned with the prisoners of the ;nay only, end not with those of the 

Air Forces, In t h i s connection, that i s , In regard to prisoners of the 

Luftwaffe, and orders eenneclad with K inde r , t lie re *ne only tv.-o orders 

I have ever receivou from Hi t l e r . The f i r s t one MM tha t representat ives 

of the police w n to be preaattt a t la t«rregat ien« in the t rans ien t prison 

cas&p at Oberurselj tha t waa t© give %to&m the poss ib i l i ty t o ptA po l i t i ca l 

questions to tno pr isoners , and discuss tho^o i t h ti^m. The second order 

was l a m n U m the amy eaeepaa tha t >.-ero effeetoo by ngXlsh avia tors 

from caraps guarded by the Sir forces. This vaa due to the i nab i l i t y of 

the ceta,- guard de t a i l s to prevent t h i s . They a**a rsoetly older peeple, 

and the c r i a i n a l police wore then eiapov.ered to Mke invest igat ions i f 

conditions shouiu warrant, i n order to find out .hether any pose ib i i i -

t i e s for escfeĵ e existed in tha t p. r t icul&r camp. They v,ere r,hen to aaka 

correapondirf; recoawaenclubions to the adatiniatratitB of the camp. 

q You know what naa ucant by "Kugelaktien," do you not? 

A So. I d m ' t know, but I ara bringing i t into connection v-it 

t h i s pa r t i cu la r act ion ahiati MI jjwat Mentioned, that i s , those forty 

aviators* 
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Q This .as a pa r t i cu la r method of k i l l i n g off prisoners of war, 

t ha t was employed by Ili:mler and others . 

A e l l , I can only say again, and under oath, tha t t h i s thing i s 

the only one I know about, and i t was most unpleasant for us . I t i s 

quite possible that there were son© cases of prisoners being shot, that 

were apprehended while escaping, but I know nothing of i t . I to ld the 

Fuehrer t ha t i t was the duty of each English aviator t o make at l e a s t 

one attempt to escape, and they had to prove tha t when they returned 

and I to ld him i t would be more to the purpose to give us b e t t e r guards 

than those old Santa Clauses t ha t we had guarding those camps. You see , 

those prisoners received a gr^at number of Red Cross parcels , and they 

were always veil supplied with c igare t tes and chocolate and food, and 

they were very successful i n corrupting the guards with that and thus 

raany escapes were possible and I remember one time where eighty of them 

walked out in broad dayl ight . 

Q '."hat is the meaning of "Stufe Room 3»? 

A Roem 3 i s referr ing to Roman numeral I I I . I hear the word 

"Stufe" (Step), for the f i r s t time. The Luftwaffe, as such, had nothing 

to do >d.th the prisoner of war camps. The directions were issued by the 

OKS. However, we always t r i ed to keep enemy aviators under our own sur­

vei l lance . Of course, I would be informed of complaints whenever thay 

happened t o be made. 

APPROVED: 

Interrogator 

Interpreter 

Reporter "" 
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