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Testimony of Hermann Geoering, taken at Nuremberg,
Geruwany, on 8 (Qcteber 1945, from 4:30 Pl te 5 DM,
by Colenel Jehin H. Amen, IGD, OUSCC. ilso resent:
Ffe Richard '/, Sonnenfeldt, Interireter; "CJG Jack
Rund, Reporter,

COL. AVl TO TH 1T LRuTW I,

Q State your full name, rank, and position,

A pfec wichard ', Sonnenfeldt, interpreter for the OUSCC.

Q Do you sele.nly swear tnat you will truly and fuitnfully
interpret from inglish inte German and from German into English, the
questions put te this witness and his ansvers therete, so helpyou God?

A I de.

COL., AMeN to the witness, threugh interpreter, in Cerman:

Q These are some questiens which G-2, Operations Branch, desires

te have answered. One of your eifices was that o Reichsforstmeister,

was ;#Nnet?
A Yes. Thut was the same as the Minister for Forestry.
Q For how long & time did that office function?
A It functioned until the end. As far as J remember, it was

founded in 1935.

Q Under what superier agency did the Reichsforstverwaltung

P,

eperate? {

A I was the Minister, wund a. the end ilpers was the “tate
Secretary in the .inistry. '

Q Wwhat was its internal organization?

A There were different departments there. There was one for
the wdministration of all forests ef the Reich. There uas one branch

that was concerned vith legislatlion In connection with the forests.
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There was ons division for planting in th: forests; one for the safety
of the forests, and one for the safety of thc raw material, weod; and

also onc for the protection of nature, and also one department respon=-

sible for th 1-:gislation about hunting,

i Who were its leading personalities?

A I reicember there a8 State Secretary Alpers and then there

§or A

was (Oberlandesforstmeister :'bers. I dontt know just what he was rcspon-
sible for because I was not interested what hap ened below the plane of
Staete Secretary, and J left his acministration to himself., Then there
was Cberackermeister Schurping, also in the ministry. The other names
have slipped my memory.

{ #hat were its exact connections with the RSHA, especially the
SIPO and SDY

A There was a normal connection, such as existed between every
Ministry snd the Police. There was no special connection there.

f To what extent was lialson between the Reichsforstverwaltung
and the SIPO and 3D raintained st lewer lecal levels?

A Only in cases of extensive poaching, or where extensive thefts
in the forests occurred, then the criminal police were informed. In
general, though, the of ficials of the inistry of the TForests had police
jurisdiction in tho forests,

] sere appreciable numbers of SIFO and SD pursonnel transferred
at any tine to the nelchisforstwerwaltung and, if so, for wh:t purpese?

A 43 I said before, only the criminal pelice were notified in
cases of extensive poachiing or damag:s, and then it may have happened
that they ap cared in the uniform of the feresters, They wers detailed
from their regular service, but what really happened at the lower levels,
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I den't knew.

Q What is the role of the Reichsforstverwaltung in postiva,r
resistance apgainat the :1llies?

A No rele at 2ll, I don't know just what the administ atien
of the forests could have done aboup it, I don't know jusl what they
could have done with my trees.

Q In what way did they asuslst the SD in providing cever for sn
agent 87

A Well, it is possible if some official of the 8D was well-acquainted
with a forest official, he :ay have hidden hiu semcvhere in the woods. That
is quite pessible, but I have no knowledge of that,

Q In what vway did it assist the 5D in establisiing weapons cachss?

A Haybe now I can remember something that will help. 4t least I
think I know vhat is meant by thls question. hen we vere retreating so
fast in the East, it was Hismler's intention teo cstublish a partisan move-
ment in the ferested areas, and I remember that his deputy fer this affair
made an inquiry at one time, asking hew far the leocal efficers of the
Forstvervaltung would be able te put their knowledge of the localitles
at their disposal, That is, for the establishment of caches for food
and ammunition, but this only happened during the last three er four
months of the war. Tt is quite possible that the same thing occurred
in the yest,

Q In what othir ways, iff any, did it assist the SD?

A I must suppose from all these questions thal this interroga-
tion is referring to the intention to establisii hideouts in thie forest,
and that only hapiened during the last three or four montns, as I said.
Nething was ever done before. Outside of that, there vaus no connecction
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between the Relchsforstverwaltung, or the R3HA, or the pelice, ether
than the nermal connection which wac cstablished between any ether
Vinistry and the pelice. But it is true that such conferences were
hield in the last month.

"ho were the pcrsons responsible for, snd having knewledge
of, these activities-

A They were local people. It only could be leocal people, and
thcy were the local representatives of thec agencies.

0 This is another series of questions, the answers to which are
desired by G=2, Uperations pranch. ¥hat was said, and vhat decisiens
were reached at the meeting of Hitler, Himmler, Keitel and yourself in
March 1944, following the escape of fifty prisoners of war from Stalag
Luft 3 at sagan?

A Are you referring to these prisoners that were executed and
that were shot? I den't knew just what all this is referring te, but
I don't remember any such conference. There never were any cenferences
about that. It is true, hovever, escapes were affected frequently, and
I remember one case where the Fuehrer had some of them shot, and he
turned over part of the escaped priseoners te lHimmler, and that was
those vho were found in civilian clethes. It created a let of bad
feeling at the time, but I didn't know all the aspects of this situa-
tion until I talked to Marshal Keitel at Mondorf. I don't even knew
just from which camp these came,

Q Did this eccur in March 19447

A I don't remember the date, but if this is referring to jJust

vhat T have in mind, then it is the escape of the prisoners which
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0K/ and filmamler. toewever, I do re.ember st a cervaln time, mayve it was
1o ugust L344 or even in July 1944, the entire prisoner of wuyr dejurt-
mort case under the coutrel of Hirmler. hetier or not there vas any
such general order Lhut wny reca;tured priscners ef var 'ore Lo be handed
over to Himwler, or not, T den' knew, T just clted &« case to ou which
was & speclal case where they were handed over, which wav the oxtent of my
nowliod e,

4 ‘@ have & copy of the erder.

A Yes., That may be, but I dw't know thic order. iaybe this is
concarned with the prisoners of the irmy only, el nol »ith those of the
4ir Forces. In this cennection, that is, in regard to jrisensrs of the
Luftwaife, and orders conmeclad with Himaler, there are only twe erders
I have ever recelved fran Hitler. The flrst one vas that regresentatives
of the police were to be present ot interropulions in the trunsient prisen
camp al Oberursel; thal was to give trewm the pessibility te jut political
questions to the priseners, and discuss those 1ith Liem. The sccond arder
was concerning the mny cscupes that vere effectod by nglish avistors
from camps gusrded L the tlr rerces, This was due to the inebility of
the omn. guard details to prevent this, They were moctly elder poopls,
and the crimined police were then empovered to mwke iLrwvestigations if
conditions should rarrant, In ovder to find cut -hether any possibiii-
ties for escape existed in that p. rticulsr camp. They were vhen to rake
eﬁmspordim recommendustions to the sdwinistratien oi the camp.

You know whut vas meant by "Kugelaktlion," do you not?

A Mo. T dentt know, but I am bringing it inte conncction wit
this particulsr action vhici we jJus: meatlened, tiwt 1ls, Liose forty
aviators,
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0 This was a particular method of killing off prisoners of war,
that was employed by Hi:mler and others,

A ‘ell, I can only say arain, and under o~th, that thies thing is
the only ene I know about, and it was mest unpleasant for us. It is
quite possible that there were some cases of prisoners being shet, that
were apprehended while escaping, but I know nothing of it. I told the
Fuehrer that it was the duty of each English aviator te make at least
one attempt to escape, and they had to preve that when they returned
and I told him it would be more toc the purpese te give us better guards
than theose old Santa Clauses that we had guarding those camps. You see,

those prisoners received a groat number of Red Cross parcels, and they

were always vell supplied with cigarettes and chocelate and feed, and

0

they were very successful in corrupting the guards with that and thus |
many escapes were possible and I remember one time where eighty ef them
walked out in breoad daylight.

“hat is the meaning of "Stufe Roem 3"?

A Roem 3 is referring to Roman numeral III. I hear the werd
nstufet (Step), for the first time. The Luftwaffe, as such, had nothing
to do vith the prisener of war camps., The directions were issued by the
OKii. However, we always tried to keep enemy aviatoers under eur own sur-
veillsnce, Of course, I would be informed of complaints whenever they

happened to be made.
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