Testimony of Hermann Goerinr,
taken at Nurnberg, Jermany on

8 October 1945, 1800 - 1620,by
Colonel John H. Amen, IGD,0USCC,.
Also present: Pfc hichard W, Son-
nenieldt, Interpreter; .0JG Jack
fund, Court heporter,

COL, AREN T0 itk INTukVEETEKR:

Q State your full name, rank, and position.

A Ffe hlechard ¥, Sonnenfeldt, interpreter for the
QUSGC

Q Do you solemnly swear that you will truly and faithe
fully interpret from Lnglish into German and from Jerman inte
Enrlish, the questions put to this witness, and hils answere
thereto, so hielpy you God?®

A I do,

CG: o AME. TO T0E WITNESS, THRCUGH THE INTERFRETEER, IN OGERMANGg

Q Who 1s Dr, Joel?

A I have to think about it. I heard that name once.

Q You had a conference with h1im on 24 September 1942
acout enlistin  some convicts to ‘o arcund and commit murder,
arson and rape, behind the lines in hussia, did you not?

A I refute that in the most emphatic manner, I never
did, The nsme of Joel that comes to my mind 1s in sn entirely
different connection. I believe he was & State Secretary in
the Minlstry for Justice, ss far as I remember, but I don't
know anythlns about this.

Q 1 wlll show you a document, veln: number 638«FS, and

ask you vo resad 1t and tell me wrhetier tiiat Lelps you to remem=-
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ber anything sbout such & conference.

(Document handed to witness who resds sameé.)

A This 1s rishit. That is the ssme Joel, but mayve I
misunderstood. 7They weie not to commlt any repe tnere, They
had a taste of - you transliated it in such a way as thoush they
were to commlt repe, vack there,

Q Well, that is what the trenslatlon says?

A, TBut not here. 'Yhe document says, "I am lockln- for
young fellows who can be committed In the Lgst as special com=~
mandos in order to execute the tasks ol distusuvunce venlnd Lue
lines,

(The interpreter, Fic Sonnenfeldt, translstes tihils document
es followss)

"Mark on the upper left hand marrin says "cory". irom the
stetement of the lielchs Harshal, on the 24th September, 1942,
Flrst peragrapn, 7The heichs varshal 1s looking 1or young an
impetuous lellows who may be committed Iin the [ast as speclal
commandos, and which can be used to execute tasks of distur-
bance behind the lines. Thev are to te or anized in bands,
and which also shall have interpreters atiached to them. The
Reilchs Marshal is thinking of conviects 1in this connection, who
did wrong once, out who did not commlt any acts implicating
their honor, and where there lg human understandin® lor thelr

eocts,
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The ielchs lars. sl mentioned irmedistely., conviets which had
been held for poachins, He does know that the keicha Fuehrer

S ssked and ebtsined the so-called poschers. He 1s ssking

for a renewed exswinetlon of ti:is., Only such men oan be taken
who have poached out of passion, or for the trorhles, but he
does not want any of those who merely put traps. The jeichs
Hershel sald, further, thet tre lupassioned memvers of smusrg=
lerst! bande who had veen firbtiny In fire iyhtine st the bore
der, and wnose passlon 1t was to ¢ est the Customs Frotection
Folice by riskins thelr own lives, were desirable, put not men
who tried to bring objects like this scrcse the border in ex~
press tralng.

The Helchs varsrsel further says to examine whether salso other
groups of convicts can be obtalned for these bands or Hunt
Gcommandos,

In the aress 1n which these bands are to work, thelr task shall
be in tre first line, the destruction ni wiree, snd of partisan
srovys. They are allowed to murder, burn, commit repe. However,
when they return to their ovn country, they shaell ne agaln
under tre strictest supervision,

Sirned, Dr, Joel, 24 of Aurust 1942;

Berlin ¢ ol uctober 1342. To the pentlemen of KD Section 4 and
. '‘he attmcred extractlion from tre c¢onierence minutes of Mine
isterial Counsel Dr. Joel 1s l.ere:v submitted for the prerara=
tion of a report on iriday, the 2th ni (ctober,

The sectlion roing Lo State Secretary Or. ..othenberger, attention

please.” -Ze- (GOLHLNG)
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Q That 1s what [ sald, 1s it not? To commit murder,
arson and rape?

A The document says that they were sllowed Lo murdey

_burm, and so on, tut it was not wmeent lixe t.ls, As you will
notice, I say sxplicltly in the first two parasraphs that only
such convictidowere to re taken wnen thelr criminsl sct rad not
implicatesd thelr honor,

] That has nothiny to do witi: what they sre oin: to
do when you put them cvehind the lines, has it?

A They were to creste dlsturbancesagehind trne lines,
and they were to sabotaze rellroads, jJist/the Lussians did to
us, You can easgily find thet I inflicted itie strictest penal-
ties for rape, mostly desth, and that should be contalned in
many documents,

Q But whet the memorandum says is, thut these people
are suthorized to commit murder, arson and rape.

A But I did not write tris wemorandum,

() It 18 an ofllciel document wvnoughn, ls Lt not? Thet
1s wnat Dr, Joel understood you to say, lsa't iu?

A Dr, Joel understood 1t like e undeysteoed it. It
was not submitted to me,

Q put that 1is the ldea he got frow talking to you, isn't
ic?

A This &8 not true, under any clrcumstances, He wmay
have understood that, but there was any number of people there,
Moreover, it 1s in direct contradiction to my attitude about
repe.
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] #here do you suppose Nr. Joel ;ot the idea, 1f he
didn't get it irom you?

A I don't know Jjuast where re ot it from. This was
a ceneral conference about thet matter, and i don't think it
was ever expressed stout that thinv. The declsive thing wae
that they were to create disturnsnces, and that they were to
sabot pe lines of communication, rallroesils, and so on, What
interest could I rave had to send bands there to rape, murder,
burn, snd so one 7The thing in here says thet I did not re-
quest any ciriminele. 1 regquested thoseswhose honor was not
fmpliceted,

Q ¥hat hes tnat got to do wit: what you suthorized
them to do efter trey got behind the lines?

A I seld in the ilrst two perasrarhs that they were to
create dlsturbences and destroy lines of communigation, and
the third paragreph 18 in direct contrsdiction to tre first
two.

<% yurder, arscn, and rape are disturvences, are they
not?

“ What I object to mainly is the rape part of 1t, be-
ceuse I was alweys very mueh arainst that., What ever that man
wrote ebout that is pure phantasy. iiy chief judre can be heard

about thet. That wae later von Hammerstein, and he knows just
wheat kind of penalties I inflliected for rape.

wf= (GOEKING)

s . e

T BT A

-dage

PR RN T i L

s
v i



e I,

Q You teke no excepilon, then, to tune murder and arsonty
It is jJuat the rape.

A Well, this thing 1s resxl.y vwritten op witn s sproute-
ing phantegy. in the other hand, of course, 1f they were 9
burn down trings that did damepre to the enemy, I wouldn't have
been agalinst thst., [f they would burn down warelouses or ~rane
aries, or somebbi g like that, that would nave demsied the enemy,
Then, moreover, fthese troops had been orysnized, they would
have bes¢n ;ilven specliic instructions. However, thiey never

were organlzed.

Q Can we agres that they were given u pretty ifrec hendfy

A You meun in the misslons that tiey shiould have recelvedt
Q Yes., Whyv do you re2l so strongly ebout rapev

A I repeatedly asked for, asnd finally mad it execuved,

‘thut the Geyman crinlinel lew was changed in 1ud7? 1la order tvo
glve hervier yenalties for repe than before, ani! wien 1t vies
up to me, I ususlly infliocted the dest¥ penelty, 1 urset ule
most all jJudsmente which c¢nly called for legrisomrent, and asked
for strongexr punishument,

Q. I say, why did you feel so stronazly scoit 1t?

A tecause I think that this ls tih¢ wost shameless
erime, Uhat 1s wourse tian murdey,

Q %ho 1s Dr., Joel?

A I was wronz velore. ie wag not « State Secretary,
but & director in the Ministry ol Justlce.

Q Who else was present at thls conference?
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A I Aon't remember e actly sny more, but I am quite
cervain t:at one of my Adjutant's must have peen iL-ere, but I

neen tO rerenoer Lhet tinere were qulte s {ew peopie,

9 L1d you ‘et tiese people or-aniged?

A NO.

Q “hy not?

A Unfortunately there wasn't enouch time to do 1it.

ite whiole war behind the russian llines dld not work out. It
worxed very well, the other way around.

) You have no resson to question the authentlcity of
this Jocwnent, have you?

A No, that I don't have,

Q You just don't think he shou.l have put rspe in there?

A Yos. Ausolutely. e should have left ti'at out be-
cause I am certain I never said thet,

Q I ask to lave the document, belny #633-F%, marked for
identificetion oa the Stmii rvidence Anmlysis, rtxhipit "u" of
todavts Aste, (Goerinrs),

Do you recall a conference on or about 1l&-"=41, at which you
were present, &t the ruehrer's leadquarters wlth trhe ruehrer,
Kosenber:, Lammers, Keltel, and hormenn, at which you considered
thie German policy towsrd newly occupied areas in fussia, and
personalities to be jut in charge of the rarlous areas?

A Yes. I remem:er s little bit sbout 1t.

Do you rererber that that was the conference at which

cided that in order to paciiy the hussiens as quickly
1t was del
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as possible, the rest solution would be to sn0OL anybody who
looked sldeweys?

A Noe It was never expressed ilxe Tt st,

Q well, that 1ls tne way 1t reads 'a the transletion
of the document that ! have Lere, .ayve you can correct the
translation, if you don't think it is rigit., I show you Do-
cument #L-28l, beling the minutes ol the meetin: about which I
have questioned you, and ask you to read thew over and tell me
whether you are familiar with these minutes and wiether they
correctly reflect what transpired at this meetin.. 1he part
I told you about is on fage 9.

(Do cument 1s handed to witness who reads same,)

A This document contalns many things that are correct,
and 1t also cuntalns many things tiat are exa pgerated, Ilt is
mentioned here in a few places, Just what my views werc, andg
it 1s correct in so far as 1t roes. 1 was aot interested in
all the other things, vut 1 argued tnut tre food situation, s.d
the economy, end the transport question should bte solved in the
occupied areas, us soon as ypossible, These minutes here seem
to be taken down oy bBormann, or rather, he wrote them down after
the conference and the things contalned 1ln this document se n
to be representing more J.st what wes ;o0lng tirough Lormann's
head, than what actual.y happened, Lor instasnce, L can't remem=-

ber at all the part about looking sldewsys. I son't tinlng any=-
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thinc avout that was ever mentioned. There are a few absolute
misrepresentations, trat is, political misrepresentations in
there, ®hich did not in any way conform to tre 1deas that the
Fuehrer had.

< Doesn't this document state, on pave 9, "Naturally,
thts lant aree would "sveto be paciilied ss gquickly as possible,
e best solution wae to shoot any ody who looked sideways,"

A [ don't remember thie thin- at sil, and the Fuehrer
did not ssy it. This 1s more somethin: th«t Bormann drew up,
and it went throurh his head. Anyway, 1i{ this had been men=
tioned, it wasn't offlcial, It wes merely beinsz talked about.

Q But L say, that is what the document aays.

A Yes.

Q And you can ldentify the doucmant as being the official
minutes of the meeting, as written up by Formann, or under his
direction, 1Is thst right?

A Yes, but 1 say, there are severel thin-s in there
that were misunderstood,

i I understand, but you have no guestion to raise sbout
the autihentlcity of thnat deocument,do you?

A NOo.

Q You just think thet Lormann 4ldn't correctly express
the sentiments of the meetin: , insome respects.

A That 1s especlal.iy true ab ut some politlical things
in there that ne dlscusses, It happens very often that some-

body takes the minutes and then the things he sets down on paper
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&re no relation to w at was said, [ have seen many documents
like that, end it has happened to me pe:scnally in the interro-
gations I had beiore I came here, that somebody s owed me {.e
minutes thet had been teken of them, and ti ey sald entlrely
the opposite of what I rave sald,

Q Nevertheless, these are the official minutes of that
meeting, in so far as there were -ny ofiiclal minutes., I8
that right?

A Yes. ror instance, here ls one ol these tninys=just
& detell, 'The document says here; "iie helchs wmarshal thinks
it right that several parcts oif tne valtic States, tor instence,
the Bialostok iorest should be incorporated into Fast Rrussis,.,"
I was of the oplnion that the forcst shou.d ve lncorporated ine-
to East Prussia, but I didn't say anythlng at all acoat the
paltic Stetes, It has got nothing to do with it, and they don't
belong to the Baltlc States.

Q How do.you translate tie word "Aussiedlunz", as 1t
oceurs in that document?

A Aussiedlung., Thet 18 quite clear. 7That is, ii you
take @& certaln part of the population that is now livins in s
certeln area and resettle them, that is, you force them to evac~-

uate this area.

Q@ To go somewhere else?
A YBB.
Q How aobout tire rewmsrks in therc, on pa-e 10, with re-

spect to the churches? Does trhat correctly reiflect wiat the
Fuehrer sald?
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A Yes, That 1s correct,

Q And the remarks sbout Finland. Do they correctly
reflect what was sald at the meeting concerming the annexation
of Finland?

A The Fuehrer never sald either that the Volga colony
should become a German District and belonged to the Keilch. The
same applles to leku, which was not supyposed to become a mili=-
tary colcny. No. That was not sald, Whst was sald was that
if that ares was to be occupled, it was to be adminlstered oy
the Germsne during the war, and then the ares was to be returned
to the Iinns after the war. 1Those nlckél deposits were in Fin-
land 1tselr.

Q But you don't reecall anything about the remark that

the best solution was to shoot anybody who looked sideways? j
A ihat is nonsense.
Q Wheie do you think that Bormann would have gotten !

that 1dea to put intc the official minutes, if it wasn't said
by scmebody?

A Thet may be one of his - well, I don't remember it~

well, 28 I seld pefore, this may be just a phrase that was used
there, and by the way, this was something that EBEormann always
liked to say. Just to give you snother instance of how the
Fuehrer might use a remark like that., I!'e had been annoyed,

say, stout my technlcal department, and he would come and say

Bl o W el Y

to e, "%ell, the pest thlng 1s to string up the whole technieal

department on a nall," and somebody would come and find a docu=~
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mont which said that, and 1t would ve quoted as his intent
and purpose.
%  You mesn Bormenn, or the ruehrer?

A The ruehrer tou., I don’'t deny thet the puehrer ssld
it., Absoluteliy not., But il he said 1%, it wes Jwt a phrase,

Q In any event you have no reason tc guestion the authe-
entiaity of this document. Is that right?

A Wo. |

Q I ask to have the decument marked ioridentification
ﬁ Exhibit € of todmy's date (Goering) being Doocunent #L-BR1.
D4 you ever see thls memorandum from Fapen auout the churches?

A Fo, I don't remember anything about this -emorsndum
of Von Fupen's, However, 1 do remember it was tre flrst Intentlon
to r%stora the churches in Hussgle, but I don't remember this.

Q 1 shiow you & document #i=92, velng & report to Himme
ler as Commissloner for Consolldation of Germen roliidom, with
regard to the selzure of rolish estates pursuant to the Goering
decree of 17 Septemuer 1340, and ask you whether you have seen
this document beiore and are feamillar wlth its contents, and
can ldentify it as an officlal copy of the report.

{Document handed to witness who reads part of it,)

Q Dontt resd it ell, word tor word, unless you Lave to
in order to ilddntily it.

A I don't know thie, out [ velleve that 1t 1s an official
doeument . |

Q Look at the last page,
A You mean the very last page,
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Q Any of the pages where the authentication appears.

A I don't know the names that ere mentioned in the do~
cument.,

Q Have you any reason to question the nuthenticgﬁy of
the document?

A o, That I don't have.

Q You can ldentify 1t as an offiecial ecopy of the reportt

A Yea, It givea me the absoliute impression of sn offie-
c¢ial document,

Q I ask te have the document marked for identification
as Exhibiﬁ D, of toduy's date (Goering). You do recall your de-

cree of 17 September 1040 with regard to the seizure of the Polish

esteten?

A Yes., This law had jurisdiction over the former Cerman

area that had been incorporated into Germany in 1918,

Q Was thet the decree in conformity with the German Policy
with regssrd to desalins with Follegh properties?

A This was an order and also the policy of the Fushrer,
I, myself, could not have 1ssued this decree. It washis inten-
tion that the area that has once belcnged to fermany end then
had come into Folish hands wné to be siven back into German
hands.

5] But I say, did that decrec correctly reflect the peliey
of the ruehrer in deasling with Follish properties?

A Yes.

Q  Were you in mgreemeént with tnst polley?
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A Yes., I apreed with him as iar as tue lormer lelman
area ls concerned.
Q How dld you differ with him?
A I didn't have any differences with hiw« about that,
Q You remember that I questioned you sometime back,
sbout the Kelchstagz fire?
Yes,

I suggested to you that you had instigated that fire,

> o »

Yes, and I sald there was not a true word in 1t.

Q That is right. You also said that you were satlsfied
the fellow who was responsible for the fire wus the fellow who
was exeouted., 1Is that right?

A Yes.,

*] Now, I am goling to show you what purpopts to ve &
confession of one of the persons wio was responsiocle for the
fire, and ask you t o read it over and tel me what your view
of that 1s.

(Document handed to witness who reads same,.)

A I already heard about thils ietter at the tlme =~ well,

I don't know whether it was this letter, but anyway, the forelpn

prtsi mentioned these things repeatedly, obut/is complete nonsense,

o Have you any way of demonstrating it 1s complete
nonsense?

A In my cpininﬁ this is one of the men that belonged
to the Koehm clique, and after the 30th of June 1934, he kept

himself busy by maeking such statements, As I told you the
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other day, the fire d4id not orisinate in such # manner, but
it was found out 1n the investigation by the Supreme Relch
Court that there were self-irniting cannisters gaced into

the halli and on the lcwer seats, and that 1s the way the fire
started.

(W] I know what the court found, but that doesn't nec-
essarily mean that it ies true,

A Thie 18 absolute nonsense, ang as far as I am con=-
cerned the investlgation was cori:ect. As I sald the other
day, the most complete nonsense for me to set fire to my own f
house as the Lelchstas President. For instance, he says here,
as one of the reasons, that otherwise the elections might take

& bad turn, Well, 1t is a fact thnt the elections already took

place before the LKelchstag fire,

Q Oh, no,

A Yes, ves. The first meetinrs of the Keichstag still
was In the old kKelchstag.

Q %e went into s.l that before,

A Welli, not about the electlons for tire helchstag, They
were risrht after tne 30t of January. No. They were decided
richt after the 30th of January.

Q The documents wili show the dates. I don't mean

this document, but I mean the officisl documente. .
A Yes, but this 1s complete nonsense put out by some littlo;
man. .
Q Why would thls little man want to implicate himself

in such an occurrence 1i 1t never took place?
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A #ell, st tiis time he dldn't have Lo De sireld of
anything any wmore, Why did he welt watil J.ly 1934, in the
first place, e was svroed, and possibly ne did this out of
& feellng of revenge. Thon/:;oa ahead mand publighes all that
wisdom at no risk to himseli. rosslbly scwmebody even in Switzers
land instigeted him to (o this,

Q Have you any lalormation ebout LiY

& G waty

& Ui this man,

A I unow nothing et ell about thls men, but [ reed in
the foreign press that an SA mmn hed writteam to the press, and
statements llke these went dack and forth constsntly after the
fire.

Q I ask to have this photostat copy of the decument,
belag D=68, marked for identification as Exbiult £ of todaye
date (Gooring).

IS AS far ap 1 remewmber, different stivementes avout the
origin of the helchstag fire were published in the foreigan press.
i may have hesrd sbout this verslon, that he is describving here,
from that source, In all those stetesents the undersground pes-
sage that went from the Fresident's bulldlag W the other vullde
ing, played s zyreat role ia it, sand I assusd toat :ls reglstered
with him and he used it in this steatement., [uber could not even
speak Germwsn so fear es I know, 80 ne wesn't even in the 3a, He

was & Duteh Communist.,
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