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Testimony of Hermann Cecring, taken &t Nuremberg,

Cermany, on € October 1945, from 11 M te 12:30 M,
by Col. John H. imen, IGD, OQU3CC. Also present: 3
Pfe Riehard o Sonnenfeldt, Interureter; "0JG :
Jack Rjund, “eporter. ¥

e

COLe w. @ TO T INTISRC UWTER S

1 it

State your full mnere, rank, and occummtion,

rfe Richsrd © . Sonnenfeldt, Interpretor for the 0OUSCC,

ey

Ne you solemnly swenr that you vdll truly and faithfully

P

interpret from Gnglish inte Ceman mnd from German imto Fnglish, the

questions .l to this witness and his ansvers therete, se help you Ged?

A I do.
COL. "N to the witness through interpreter in German:

what vers the namnes of your principel ngents for the ;urchase
e i e — R —— s ST A
of art objects”

m——

A If 1 may, I woud lik: te cxplain to you how this whele matter

rR—

was iandled. Since lt had been kmm f.‘er 2 1onf‘ time t.hat I vas very

i

:Lnt.erest.ad in u.rt. obmct.a, I usad t.o got oi‘i‘ers from several countries.

L ————— e B i el Tt

For i.mt.moe, partly these of fers came frcn art daalora say in S'd.tmr-
MTIﬁﬁ;: Z;fo‘thh;; -v:;untriea near thera , and they would inform me
rian auction \:culcl be held, and they would actually send me the auction
list. Also, it hay:aned very many times thal rivate people would
contact m: if they had art objects that they wished to place on sale.
Yoreover, therc were several men that were interested in the subject
generally, and T told them just what my wishes and interests were. 1In
the main, it was Hoi‘er vho was in charge o. the adminmistratioh of my

art colluct.ion. He wa8 an art. dealer by pmf__a_qgi_.q_n, and in additien .

to ddminiabexirw my coiltsrt.im, he remained in that profession. Being
L S e e I

a well-knevn art de:ler he kne'a all the art dealera, | might. say, in
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all the countrivs, snd kep: in contact with then. Kspeeclally in France

there was a Dr. Bunjes, who vould iniorm me any time that he heard of

L I ————

sane art objects that were for sale or on auct on., lle would inform ne

e R

of the fact, lowever, this was not his main occupation, snd he Jjust did

it, so to speuk, as a sideline. Also, there .as another art historiun,
Pr. Lohse, who worked in about the same capacity as Bunjes. Then there
was also Dr. Vuenlmann,

i And ingerer?

A Yes, he too, but enly in a few cases,

3, And Bernheim?

[ Bornheim was an art dealer lik- so mny eothers,

Q Miedl?

A Miedl, again, is an art dealer,

Reber?

A No, I dan't know him, but it is quite possible thst he wus in
some connection with Hofer. The name is net knowm to me,

0 Bun jes?

A Yes. I menticned him before.

Q Von Behr?

A You have to look at Ven Behr in another connection, e was
not directly an agent of mine, so to speak, but he vas responsible for
Resenberg's collection of art znd ert research.

Q vh:t vere y ur financial arrangewents wit h Hofer and lohse
and the rest of them?

A There was no financial arrangement made with [ohse and Bunjes,
They worked in such a way that people. who were intercsted in art sales
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or art auctlons would contact them and they, in turn, would inferm me.

“ith liofer toe, there was no direct arrangetent as such. Relng an art

dealer he wculd make a cert-aln comia ion any time that he sold me

B
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pertralts, or enibled me to buy them at an auction sale, In addition

to that, his wife was in charge oi the _restoration of all portraits,

.

A 8 B P A R
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znu thus ahe got sore monetary advaitages out of that, Otherwise, he

had the suvantage ho .ived without paying any rent, and as I sald before,

he could earn » commission any time that he enabled me to buy a portrait,

It vas iy intention to give him a position of director of my collection

s st

aiter the war, whea things came to such a stage, but at the time he

T AT

vworked for me, this had never materialized.

How much of a comission did he got~

A I really don't know how much he got. For part of the por-
traits, he didn't et any. That is, those vhich he didntt discover him-
self. Tor the cthers, he made the arrengements directly vith the dealers,

Fruquent.lv, )ou and *?osenberg, and t.he Govemnt mro all

et P

trying to get. t.ha g oY) objecta for yourselves, were you not?
NG

A Yes. It i: wvery unfortnnata t.nat. this happened. )tany t.iun

L e
Frae

S

ve did not knaw sbout ib, -md t.hu.n the prices vent very high with the

a).rt do:alars. Colonel, if I may me<e the remark, I want to tell you,
e

for instance, thst ﬁ.f cnt t.o E*oi.lami, or Emrd.s, or Rome, I would
.alwa,;s find & huge stack of letters awaiting me. There would be letters
rrom privat,e people, princes and princesses, and anything that you want,

a_nd tner were many genuine offers, :nd many fake offers, md t.he pricaa

were an,,‘hom from good to 1 probable, and everybedy offered me this
stuff to buy.
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Q Same of the objecls w icii you ;;ot were conflscated ob,jf'ct.s

S

N

of art, were they not?

A we must differentiate here between two sa;ﬁrate cases, Firstly,

[

those objactu t,hat, were hought in frae—t.rade, 50 t.o speak. The serond
e e g M0 141 g et A D v

casc are these that were co.Ll ‘cted by the organization of Rosenberg.

'ruaae ue;-w—.nrticlas that haa been confiscated {rom ueople vho h:d left

the country. I would llke to make & short remark nere about this
——

flosenberg commis:ion, The.,r collc.cted and registemd dll their art‘.

e

—— - A T g B W

ob jects, enc they were dest.ined t.o aithcr &0 to the F’uehrer's pa.llary

PR ¥ s — e

——— 1

in iinz, tha‘b vas t.o be bui.l » Or to the Hohe schiule that Rosenberg

L g AAMAE aa

was going to buiJ.d ab the \n.s.emsee. It was ny intention thst not all of
HM.- i bn" -

these art objects stioula go tu southern Cermany, and I had the intention
to buy some al thua for my gallery. I bousht those things and they vere
estimated, not by German «rt experts, tut by French experts, wund then it
happened very often that after I made all the arrangewsents, the Fuehrer
would see a photo of the objects and I would have to return things to
him becau e he wanted them,

8] that confiscsted ob jects did you get froam Polaund?

A Personasly, [ did not_:.’ get any confiscatea objecls from olind.,

There is one por rait ° it.n wuy collection which, however, vas not destined

T T

for ﬂé{' gai.lex‘y. It was th {irst intention thut this should pgo to the

Kalsor Frederick Luseun ln Berlin, It was merely rtored vith the objects

R o T S AR

that belonged to me because the shalter thst I had-was ess cinlly sufe

and suitable, 'I‘hpre are s nmber of other objects down thers-which do

not beiong te me, which were merely stored there becaus- it vas consid-

s

ered a safe Hlace for sucii objects. It was the intention o1 t.he Fuehrer

e R I 4 TRYRS e T T

that sll ert treasures thst were cenflscsted in Toland were to be trans-
-—-‘---_‘——!-———._.w.-..
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ferrod into a museun thal was tu be erect.ed in Koenigsberg, with the

P o,
R - et g i,

exce t.i.;n of four or I‘ive ortmit that nere t,o o to the miqer Frod-

e e e s e A e . et et

crick Tusew. in Rer: in. Thi. col.action .’m Barlin Vas a.xecuted by pr.

P i T N g,

“uehlmann., VMot for me, however, but for tie Geman Covernment, offi-

cia."i.ﬂf_'{r". i8 Jor o those clisl. art treasures are concerned, they were

i‘irah storad a‘b Krakow, under Govemnor Ceneral Frank, and then later,

at the rermest of the Fuahrer, I wrote s lotter to Frank t.h-at t.ho"o

B s o DL B
s e i S —_—

articles were lo be transferred to Keenigsberg, vd.t.h t.he oxcautian of

the f&ur or five jictures T mertioned befora. tlowever, this did net

S

I'ow avout the confiscated objects {ro Monte Cassino?
43 far as those art Lreasures at Konte Cassinc go, at flrst

wo didn't even knaw aboul them, but 1’6 was lat.er ev.‘a.dant that they had

e B T A S I S A A

come from a museum in Waples. It so happened that a parachute division

| P —

and nnotner vl dislon of mine vere fighting near there, =nd when the
fignting rot so hesvy, it vas dec;dad t.hat. ;t v-ouJ,d be neeeanry to

N e
save tio.e rt t.raamn'na i‘rom dast.ruction. There were seﬂral there

-

thi t e m,rcd t. the Y.nastery, and they wer: transferred to the Pope

-
AL im0

&umo, and t,u.c ube;, cl u;a Hom;.atery wtota us a J.nng 1stt.er in Latin

to umnk us fur t.hj.s. 'I‘ha ot.hera vere t.rfmafemd t.o the Faacist

RR——— PO

?tlim Covernment in ﬁorthem It:n ly, -.rit.h t.he exception of fifteen.,

———
o T

sortraits and some statues that were taken to Cermany. Then, when my
division returned, they brought many o thing objects from Italy. How-
ever, © did not like that very much and | did not think that it was
fitting to the circmnatamaa.’ I traveled to see the Fuehrer nhmt.t-uo
days loter and asked him vhat wa. to be dene vwith these objects., He

b (GOHRING)

ha_;.-féeh, 'nd they vere nt in & safe place somevhere in Southern Cermany.
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sald he woula liks to have them transferred to him. Then they resained

in my sheliter for 2 few months, znd then l:ster they were transferred to
“ e}

SR ES SHTI B v_—\-....q'.ﬂcdl

the Neichs Chancellery agr_xinst. receipt., In order to stsy on the safe

side, T want to say here I only have ecne dbject that came from Monte

ST R W L

Cassino. This was the statues of a saint that was found in the ruins at
Cassino and when the division came back, they gave me this as a souvenir
from Cassino. This thing is completely insignificent and at most it is

worth between fifty snd sixty marks and it is no art object.

You had agent::: oper-ting in Frznce?

a I don't vant to :say agents - art dealers; I had these. As far
a8 urivate cireles, and purciases from private sources are concerned,
they vere principally Bunjes and Lohse who met these people socially,
and they would hear of possibilities to buy from them., Juct in order
to give ou an examp! of hov this thin: rerks, just before the war
with “merica broke cut 7 pot an of fer from rmerica, through either

opain, or Jortural, or Switzeriand, offering me come art cbjects from

ew York. T Just vt to xolain to you that after it was imown I
coliected those things, T did receive offers from all over the world, i
as all the «rt dealers 4in the world naturally had connsctions with

aach other,

ihat ob Jects vere there in New York?

s e Ty Y

(’ A Tiey wer. portrasite iro the school of Fontaineblean, and
they were _ainted in the 1loth century, :nd it was especially well-known
T had particuls - interest in them.
“ho had them in Mew York?
T don', kaowe Tt come througii some art dealers, =nd I dontt
know just whoi the connections vere.

b (GGURING)
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ik bhere vere declers oporating on your beholf in Holland®
4 Possibly it vwill be the efficient wa)y ior me to ansver the
question in this ~ay. You wre ssking me a out Hollund, .ell, 1 can
say that ufter it hac b come well=known I wa: interested in objects of

art, there vas no urt dealer of any repute in eitiier Holland, Belgium,

Cgzechoslovakia, viho would not mike we thelr offers, becawse they vere
interested, naturally, to sell thelr zri o jects. llowever, of course,
they did not make these offers to me alone. They would rite to =il
peeple who were intcrested - to the Fushrer, for instunce, und other
perscnalities, and they would inform me of any aucticns to be held.

I, at various times, visited them in order to get the feel of the market
and find out Jjust vhat was hap.ening,

) The same i s true in Belgium and Italy?

A Yes. If T msy, T would like to correct mysel: about the inter-
rogation of Saturday morning. The wuestion .as put to wme, whether I
knelt in front of the altar. I understood the uesti.n in such a mamner
that you meant whether out of respect or reverence I knelt in front of
the altar. I remember nou that the altar was on a low stool, and the
inscript ion vwas undemeath, and so naturally I knelt down to look at the
insceription. There wus hardly an art object vhere I wouldn't get down
on my knees and Lake & magnifying glass and inspect it. In that sense
it is true.

4] But the kneeling had no religious conmetation?

A lo.

G what «bot the Sterzing iltarpiece’ Is that the same altar
that we spoke of 3saturday”

) 5 (GO RING)



A Mo. It i= not. The Sterzing /ltar was a present of the Muce,
that is, of the Italian Covernment, to me personally. The Altarplece of
sterzing, as Sterzing it <lf, is a purely Cerman thing. Stersing is a
little town in the ~outh Tyrol snd belonged to Ttaly. The altar vas
nade by an old master from ULk, snd his n me was Culfi (?), and one day
I heard the chureh in Sterzing was interested in seiling this altarpiece
because they needed money, and I wrote to them concerning this, and then
the Italizn Government heard about it, and bhey bought that altar for me
#nd gave it to me as & surprise presemt for my birthday.

In addition to the wurchases which you made from time to time,
e o gifts vhich you recelved, there vere ulso a number of exchanges
vhiich you vorked cut,

i Yes. If you interxi to build up & gallery, you just have to
aexchange objects just like you vould if you were collecting stamps,

Just W glve you :n example here, If, for instance, you w=nt to have
an albter in your gmllery, it is very likely th:«t the centerpiece is
ovned by one musewa, the right wing and left wing by some ethers, and
moybe sn upper or lower siece from the ssme wltar by yel another agency.
T vou wart te have the ihole plece, the only cholce you have pot is to
of fer them exch nges snd ask them what they wint in return for these
objects., I mentioned beiore thal wth my collection there vere many
por.raits, for inst:nce, which did not belons to me. There were many
viiich were sent to me merely for inspection and for :n exchange, and
ne finai sgreement vas ever reached on them.

jome o these exch nges wers consumm:ted by Flscher, were they
not.?

-8 {QOTRING)
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A in f_iwit‘.zari.z@nd'?

0 Yes,

A Fischer was an .rt dealer, and vhetter he lrrarmed the ox-
changes in wnis own . ay or not, 1 don't kno:, but ' exch nged alrectly
withh him, |

o How wbout endlapd?

——

A The swme apslies to him, He is. an wrt cesler, «ud T dm't
know him porsen:dly, 1 just know his nfae

¥ But he was engineerin’ these exchanges on your behslf, was
he noty

A I bougit portrsits and bealins from hilw, nd T slso exchanged
with 'him, bu’(; t'nisvwns ;‘:;ll dorw by Hofer., I did not knos him p.rscnally.

L Gobalins?

& fortraits @ (ohellns, or statues, or wnytialng,

Q yenturu';"

A K‘i:: i.., alwo an :rt deoler in ¥lorence.

5 Kroelle r*--iiullu?‘t

A I‘vcvi-m't knov: tilm,

i rataz?

A Kate wau an urt degx_lexr in_,gio tisnd, .rd vhen the laws vere
applicd aminst m»e, !Ya‘;rs in tielland, 1 enubled hdm Lo Leedrrate to
Switzeriaod. 1 did not enter inbo uny exciuinges with Katz, but I
bought three ur four guod portraits from hiw,.

i Haberstock?

A Hubsrstock was - art wealur in Berlis: vho rorked for thre
Fushrer jrincipally. T boliove in all this time T only bougit four
or five portraits from him., I belisve that I only once used 1. to

get a .icture from Vienns for me. J :id not vant Lo buy ires :iu be-

~ ¥ sm maneny wusrn \
-l .
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couse he 1a8 too cxrensive for me.
DeRoor?
A lie as-an srt desler in Holland.
Yangoldt-neiboldt”
A T dun't know him,
pid you, from time to time, sell some of the confiscated
objeets lilech you had ebtained”
Excounged”
Yo, sold,
‘s far as the confiscated objects are ¢c.ncerned, I only
exchanged Lhen,
But you seld, Iraa tlime to time, some <1 the ebjects which
you had 'urchased in the open market?
‘. This hsap ened only once, really. I beught a gront. collection

ey wasel

in toto znd then | asked hefer to sell those ,,ict.urcs in nhi.ch we were

e —
e omm,

nofm, «dth the inatmct.ions to use the mo ey t.hat. he received

i e
e bt g

for them, for the purchase of nev pletures. I 7ant to ray hcrc thdh

theﬁ w:; ;;money ever used, that came from t.h; 3:1:51’ art objcc'u,
for anyt .ing elae, axcer,t- t.ha purchaaa of other art objects. For in-
stance, we once cdiscovered a nry precious icture and, in exchsange,

we had to dive 175 other pictures for it.

8] hat »as the Kunstfond?

-

A The Kunst fond vag an art fund which I h.d instituted for the. -

e e

purchase of a.rt. objects.
S g T
“here did the nmoney come from that went into that fund?
e e g —

y It was partly made up by pr:l.?at.e crmt.ribtrbims uhieh I re~

celved to build up sy rallery. 't one time I also roceived a large
SR Lo ; -10- (Co RING)
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amount frem the Fuehrer, and then I, myself, would glve Lo tihils fund.
The fund did net contain any meney th.t come ifrom State sources.
] fho was wuthorl ed to de osit wnd vithdraw from that account®

A To deposit a withdraw money in there?

T
[eR———

Yes,.
A That was me,
{ Exelusively”

Yes. tn.y me.

& vere all oi'h"your purcrases and sales eleuared through that
account?

A No. This fund was instituted only very much later, by me.
Here is somethiing else T want to call to your attention. I inherited
a certain amount of art treasures.

{ Did you employ various people to wark on this art collecting
business?

A Does the Colonel mean in the acquisition of these art
treasurers, or after the acqulsition, to work on them,

Both,

A In the case of who I employed before the acquisition of tie
objects, I think I explained how t-he} were offered to me ifrom all sides,
in all countries. /fter the acquisition, thero were two things that
were mainly done with them. The first thing was to classify them, arnd
sccond to canserve them; that is, to prevenl them from blistering, or
the paint from peeling, or wiat have you. 4all those things that are
required to kecp thex in good condition, This was handled at first
by my secretariat, and later on by Hofer and his staff,

w1le (GORIING)



Yost of the:e obiecta vere kept in Perlin, wer: they not?
A Yea. 1most all of them, Only when the Russlana were ap-
proacihing were they moved,

“hen and how were they moved?

Tlmy were moved from t.he end of January 1945, through February

e e e  ——
S st e s A WM £ e

and March 1945, by rail,
/ | here are they now?

The;,r were noved to Perchtoagadan.

ll of t en,
A Since I, myself, was arrested by I'itler, I dont't know whether

all of them cver did get there, but T am swe that the greater amount

ot

of t.ham oid Ac;et. thara. I would sa:{ at laa**t ninety pereent.. Over
mmt,,; parcant.. I h.ava to say scmething alse here; that I had a number
of art objects vhich were not destined to go into the gallery. They
were art objects, but in themselves they were not so precious or good
enough to be in a gallery., They were merely something I would like to
call glorified furniture, and it is quite possible they were left in
tferlin and tnat they vere not treated as carefully, and moved as care~
fully, as the others.

“hat would you estimate the entire collection to be worth?

A& That is almost impossible to detemine. That depends very
much on the market, and that is why it vas never estimated. The only
thing that was ever egstimsted was the value of same certain pleces.

Just to pgive you :n ides about that, Once o picture ras offered to me

in Holland for 3,000 Guilders. In the course of the years it was offered

to me a total of seven timas, und the last time it was offered to me the

price was 45,000 Cuilders. That is because other people would offer
]2 (GU=RING)
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prices for the same plcture., It is lmpossible Lo even estimute the
value of saue of the picces [ had. [or instance, the Sterzing iltar
could never have been estimated., It dejendod very mer on who vas
interssted in it, and at what time. Just to give you an example, if I
wanted to sell sametiiliy by Lucas grangch tiie first man might offer
50,000 marks; the next nan aignht tmva Locas granes his particular
hobly, and he might offer 100,000 marks., Thun samcbody else would be
interested in the object as such, but nol to = greater extent than
10,000 marks, snd that is why it is impossible far me to -stimete the
value of the total collection, I really don't even know the extent
of my collection any more. I only rexember the most importarmt objects.
Q I think you testified on saturday that none of these objects
were ever in fact turned over to the Covernuent., I that correcty

A Yes. That is correct. T couldnt't hand it o\mr to the Covern-

— an e A o

ment, because vho vas therc to act as a rapreuu.ntat.we oi tho uwe.rn—

e S A T 17 AR 1 B i i BN Loy T
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llent.? Accordim, to our Const.,tution it s juite sufficient if I ine

g O e 5 0 S
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formd the Fushrar ef t.he fuct t‘.hut I had certain objects =ad gave the

SR S i —

Hiniater of Finance not.ice to t.ue sae effect, is it was, t'ue gallery,

B it o

as auch s wao aever .L:rt.mﬁ_gd 10 e handed over to the (Governcent after

it was bullt., It was m,y int.ant.ion to hand it. over to the people, and
Mttty oy sty AT e e T AP T 17T A

the way this would have been effected is that at a ceriain date it
would have been sald in 2 communicue, "Goering, on such and such a
date has decided to hand over this gallery as o gift to the Cerman
people.” If you look at it this way, I wus the Goverument myself,
Just to ashow you how this works, for instunce, there vas an exhibition
of the work of living artists, each year in lmnich, and the Fushrer had

expressed the wish that all the Ministries should purchuse soie of

=13~ (GO RINC)



tnose pictures in order to su.cort the artists, smxi that hau ened.
Then those sictures vere txzke . and put imto the rinistries, or inte
the niouses that are the offieianl residences of the ministers, vell,
now, 8 such they vere Novernrent property. lowever, they actually
ware itocated in the mi:xistries,‘ur houses of the minlsters.

Bat in soint of fact, none of thwse objects vere ever given
to the Cer an peoile?

# ell, how could this be dune. The yallery had never been
bullt yet, and a.l this was Lo ha;;en after the war.

But, T say, it n ver happened,

That is quite clear, That 1s .uite imposcible,

o you renember & box of jowels, belonsing to a Jowlsh wonan,
that was turned over for safekeeping to onc of the minlstrias”

A Yes. These wura o-jects that had been found by the Divisen
Fahndunge Stelle, Thab iz an offlce vhich doos police work, as far as
foreig: currency is concerned. They had fuun.: these cbjecta when a
Jewlsh womws tried % cross the border, wd T remember when my train
¢ 8 tack . rom Perlin, thosc objiects vwere hunded over to ma, They had
bien given to the secret sSer ice nan on the train for reagons of
safety, » o it was merely an accident. They were token to the Prussian
tate Vinistry ad thiey ere opened by an axpert under oath, to be estie
mated. Then &« part of them were ke t in the State Ministry, and another
mrt wers semt Lo the Central Tax Collector's Office in Berlin,

Do you rocall the neme of the Jewleh womany

} Ko. 1 w8 boid that thls hid come {rom more scurces than
one. They had coslected this over s period of time,

Up te the end of the war, vhat wuid you estimste your total

~lly- (COunING)
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personal income to have been?
A You mean wy monthly income?
G Yes, Wonthly, or yearly.

A W income was made u; first by :qy s.dnry; second it stemned

ot
i g Ty TR S A

fron the especial I"um t.hat. I mceivad as a Nelch Nationzl,
i et

Q How much did you receive for cach of these?

A The two of them together amounted to nbout 28,000 marks a
nonth. In addition to thia came free reaidenca, and all re;arouent,(-t.iva
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functions and matt.ers were boing yﬁi.d for; and this, of course, was
L
\'ariabls. Then, I der.weu income fm“n books and articles that T had
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writ.ton. of coursa, this was Vari.tblg, but I would estimnte the total
sum that 7T h;c.i'deri;ad in such a manner, throughout the var, as about
otk;;ﬁiﬁiiiibn,'-and mwbe one aid one half million marks.

W | (hat other sources of income did you have? Inceue from
securitiecs?

A I had other income derived from interest on my ecapital and

M T
securitiea,
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Q How much would you estiiate thal to have been?
A I am sorry that I reaily can't tell you, because T cantt
check it. Unfortunately I did not take ver:,r much intarest.. in the

B T C————

administratlon of ny o finances. Thay were left to the Secretary,
i—"
and 1 don't think that che had enough pers cctive to do the thing

right, and I found out very much later that T had lost a gre:t amount.
Q How about incoie 1ronm industries in wiiich you vere {inancially
interested?

A I had no financial interest in industry :-xce;t shures that I

L
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had boughit ac o mrivate sersen, and 1 only had those in state factorieas,
such as?

Tor instance, there vere the [lydrier orks., /ny factories

that Lelengod to the .?tz-:t;e; that 1= vliat T am talking about, 'e were

i L A

alloicd to have shares, that rejresente. a financial intorest in it,

e
Then let me ask you again, at vtiat fec you would sstimate your

total monthly income:

Tuat is very difficult for me to say, becau ¢ so many of these

thinss ere distributed cver so many yoars. Agﬂ_}_m;‘_n&i_.gmd before, I :
roceived 8,000 mir:s in currency, per month, and then I would say pos=~ -_-
sibly five to seven thousand narks would be added to that from interest g”
and ansulties, und 9o on, and I wo-:la say that T received a total of
35,00() marks in curreac;f each month. Tha ;!Lvn I mentioned before that :.
mﬂr:cewd aa.han ~uthor, of course, vas distributed over many years, ‘g
S‘I‘ilis income vhich I mentioned as a million, and = million and a half t
mar 8, 8 been distributed over this p ri d of time. é
G Do yo. reea 1 the law of ipril 26, 1933, pertaining to the
organization of tie Hecret :3t§1§.§m_i_‘_9l§cef_ _Enein{r ﬁ;cﬁ;mnt !—82)&-'“‘ .-:_
K Yes.

hy was the Socret OState "olice formed originally?
This »as because police matters, in general, were rather con-
fused, ind it was necessary to create such & secret olice for the pro-

tection of the state. That is, ss 't vas customary in all other coun-

tries.

How soon sfter 26 ‘pril 1933 was the first concentration camp

eabablished”
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A After the arrest of the Communist loaders, which we taiked
sbout already, Lecause they couid not be put into thce normal prison#.

L vihen wa: this?

A That wes shortly ofter the Relchstag {ire ~ =« faw days after,

Q vhat were the Llrst oupressive actions taken by the Nestapoe?

A Their first mission, seen as & vhole really, 'as their figit
against Comreunism. The Communist rarty was, next to us, the atroogest
party in Geruwany. That is, strongest 1n nusbers, strongest in position,
and s.rongest in every respect, Thul was so before we aeguired pover,
and ven in ttie {irat tims after ve acquired power. Tt hap ened tiat
assassinations and all kinds of brawls toek .lace, espscially in Berlin,
ari it was the maln lask of tie “russian Secret State “olice to be in a
posit ion <f surveillance, so to speak, in the fight against Communism,
It is nece.sary here to differentiate between the “ruszsiun Secret State
rolice, and the 3scret tate Pollce wileh was founded for the other
Pederated States of Cermany. They were only later coordinated into cne
sirgle group.

‘w Do you recsll the law on the Seec et state iolice of 30 Novesber
19337 (Being also Document [-82)

A I don't know oxactly Just whal <as contalned in the law, but
there were & nusber of lavws thst were enact d in that cunnecticn.

hy did you take the Socmt Stale rolice z:uy from the caontrol
of the rrusslan minister of Interiecr, und place it dircetly under your-
self?

A I wus both rrussisn yinister of the Interior and russian

reime tinlster st that time. In other wornds, I merely transferred it
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) same way as it had happened with the legal jurisdiction, which had been

from one of my officlal functions to ancther., My ldea therc vas that

the Prussian Secret State Police should be directly under a head ef

I
prraaa

State, because as such it had nothing to do with e_rtlimry police mat-
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ters, snd that is why I removed it from the control of the Prussian
Hiﬁiatry' S - e I —

Q Do you recall the law on the Secret State Police af 10
February 1936, being also a part of Document [~827

A I believe that that is the law which coordinated all the dif-
ferent Secret State I'olice forces in to the Reich Secret Police Force,

Q That contained the statement, "After agreement with the Reich
Cabinet, I promulgate, in the name of the Reich, the above law for the
Fuehrer and Reich Chancellor,"

A I am sorry, I don't remember it exactly, but if the law says
that, there is no doubt whatever about it,

Did this mean that the Secret State Police thereby became

nationwide in scope and power?

A ts far as T remember, this is the law which unites all the
seeret 3tate Police Forces of all the different States, and makes the

secret State Police subordinated to the Chief of the Reich Pelice,

i-at was the purpose of that law?

A S0 far the pover of police jurisdiction had been founded in

the different State Covernments of the Federated States, the same as
the legal jJurisdiction. It was the Fuehrer's wish to place this juris-

diction for the entire Reich intc the hamds of the Relch "olice in the

! coordinated in the Winistry of Justice. He nanted to take this jurise

18- (COERING)

.;;qra-; e

L
4



gy
RN

N e L

diction away frem the states,.

&) Then there «as the decree for the execution of the law on
the jecret State police of 10 February 19367 |

A Yes., Tuis was the same for all decrees, There were laws
for their execution,

€ That decree referred to "crimdnal attacks on Party and State,”

A Yos,

I What dld that mean?

A Several sttacks had taken place upon the leaders of the Party,
and the Fuehrer wisied that not only attacks upon leaders of the State
cams within thoilyr Jurisdiction, btut that loaders of the rarty would
enjoy the same protection,

Q what kind of criminal attacks?

A I don't ramerber the particulars about tids, anyvay, one
thing is clear « that it vas the decision of the lushrer to make the
leaders of ths rarty, thiat is, the prominent people in the Party, in
every way the equals of the leaders oar prosinent people in the stats,
He had this idea for everything. For instance, a iteichslelter of t_hc
Party had the assimilated rank -§ a Reich iinister.

G Under thut decree did the Secret State Police have authority
to enact measures valld througihout btlie Helich?

A Yes,

Q vhat were the duties and responsibilitles of the Secret State
police for aduinistration of the eoncentration camps?

A It waus held fully responsible for that.

e Bxclusively?

A I don't know Just how Himmler handled this aftor he becaxe
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Chief of Pulice. 1 don't know whether he left the concentration camps
solely under the jurisdiction of the Gestapo, or whether or not he
founded & special department to take care o! these concentration camps.
There were all kinds of rumors about that, tut you must understand that
a vell of secrecy was over all these things.

8 Under the decree of 10 February 1936, what vore the duties of
the Gestapo for the administration of concentration camps?

A The concentration camps had been sclely under the responsi-

bility of the Gestapo until the 10th of February 1936,.but this is the

e T M e s

e

law which incorpcrated the Gestapo into the Reich; and, just what hap-
pened then, T dentt know, but as far as I rerember, in the immediaste
period of time following this decree, they remained solely responsible
for those canps.

Did the Gestapo actually set up the cocentration camps?

A nell, if they did not builid them, at least they determined

the shape and form of them.

nid Cestapo personnel actually serve as the camp comnanders
and officials?

Yes. 4c far as 1 know about it, they did., I don't know what

happened after 1lU February 1936, but there was a story to the effect

that some smnl comnandants had been nomed later.
How much later?
A I can't say exactly, but T am pretty sure when T think it was
only in the first years of the var, /fter Himmler took over the Reich

Police, then the neich rolice and 35 and the (General Police, and Crim-

inal Teolice and fNrder “olice and Security Police and the Security Scrvice,
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and the concentration camps and Lhe Gestapo, al! cane under his juris-
diction - and ju:t how he internally arranged these and distributed
Jurisdiction and responsibility, nobody ever could learn. I belleve,
later on, every official ol the (riminal Pelice hud to bLe & member of
the S§ at the same time, whether he ranted to ar not,

G So that when, if ever, would you =ay that the responsibility
of the Gestapo for administration of the cancentration camps ehanged?

A Well, if it ever happened, it happened very much later. it
any rate it is clear that the Gestapo had a very decisive influence on
the whole thing. I heard at one time, and this was werely by way of
rumor, that a special main departient for concentration camps had been
founded, Lut T just don't know vhether it is true or not. it eny rate
it is clear that the Gestapo was the declsive authority for those

people that were put into concentration camps,

Q I ask to have this document, 1.-82, marked for identification
M vy

as Exhibit 4, of today's date, "Coering,"

o
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'fnterrog,ator Wf

Intcrpreter M ‘“’2 4
Reporter ( /
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