
Testimony of Hermann Gocring, taken at Nuremberg, 
Germany, on 8 October 1945, fron 11 AM to 12s30 PM, 
by Col. John H. Amen, IGD, OUSCC. Also present! 
Pfc Richard . sonnonfoldt, Interpreter; *'0JG 
Jack Rund, eporter. 

COL. •'• •:'. TO TT; IMTSR UtTTtiJR: 

cTtate your fu l l name, rank, and occupation. 

•\ ?fc aiahard . :;onncnfeldt, In te rpre te r for the OtiSCC. 

Do ;/ou solemnly n e a r tha t you vdll t r u ly and fa i thful ly 

in terpre t from &ngliah into Geman and from German into English, the 

questions -ut to this vdtness and his answers there to , so help you God? 

I do. 

COL. AMfflJ to the witnear through in te rpre te r in German: 

tth&t *vn> the nanes of your pr incipal ngents for the purchase 

ol a r t objects? 

A If I iaay, I won d l i k e t o explain to you how thic; v-hole matter 

was i.andied. since i t had been knovn for a long tiJM tha t I ma very 

in teres ted i n a r t objects , I used to get offers from several countr ies . 

For ins tance , partly these of fern came from ar t dealers say i n Switzer-

land, I t a l y , or other countries near the re , and they would inform me 

an auction v,ould be held, snti they ¥4>uld actually send me the auction 

l i 3 t . Also, i t happened very many times thai r iva te people would 

cent act sea if they had ar t objects tha t they vdshed to place on s a l e . 

Moreover, tr.e re were several men that were in te res ted in the subject 

generally, mat j told them just wh-.t my vishe3 and In t e re s t s vere. In 

the main, i t was Hofer vho war in charge mi the admtelstrst lon of my 

a r t co l l ec t ion . He « i l an a r t dealer by profession, and in addijjjjpEU, 

to administering my col lec t ion , he remained in that profession. Being 

a veil-knovn a r t dealer he knew a l l the a r t dealers , I might say, in 
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a l l the countr ies , «Mi kef... in contact with thea. {especially i n France 

there was a Dr. Bunjes, van© vjould in orm rae any time tha t he heard of 

acme a r t objects tha t were for sale or on auct on. S!e would inform ne 

of the fact , However, t h i s was not his main occupation, and he just- did 

i t , ao to speak, as a s ide l ine . Also, there «M another a r t h i s to r ian , 

I>r. Lohse, who worked in «.bout the sarae capacity as Bunjes. Then there 

was a l so Dr. J'uehlmann, 

Q And. sngerer? 

A Yes, he too , taut only i n a few cases . 

And Bornheira? 

h Bornheim was an a r t dealer I l k so many othera. 

Q Miedl? 

A Miedl, again, i s an ar t dealor . 

Q Heber? 

A No, I don ' t know him, but i t i s qui te possible that he waa in 

sorae connection with Hofer, The name i s not kaovm t o jae. 

Q Bunjee? 

A Yes. I mentioned hiw before. 

Q Von Behr? 

A You have to look a t Von Behr in another connection. He waa 

not d i r ec t l y an agent of mine, so to speak, but lie waa responsible for 

Rosenberg's col lect ion of a r t and ar t research. 

q ffkat vere y ur f inancial arrange rents with Hofer and lohse 

and the res t of them? 

A There was no f inancia l arrangement raade with lohse and Bunjes, 

They worked i n such a way tha t people who wore in teres ted in a r t sales 
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or a r t suctions v/oulu contact them and they, in turn , would inform rae. 

i t h Uofer too, thare was no d i rec t arrange >ent as such. Being an a r t 

denier he would aake a cer ta in coflRiia;ion any t ine t ha t he sold rae 

por t ra i t s* or enabled me to bu^ thorn at an auction s«3e. In addition 

to tha t , hie wife was i n charge eJ the res tora t ion of a l l p o r t r a i t s , 

and thus she got soro monetary ad v a t ages out of t h a t . Otherwise, he 

had the advantage ho lived ivlthout paying any ren t , and aa I said before, 

he could earn a commission any tiaw that he en«bl«d me t o buy a p o r t r a i t . 

I t was «gr ln t en t l aa t o give h ia a posi t ion of d i rec tor of...jn^e.oJU.ection 

s i t e r the war, when things case t o ouch a s tage, but at the time ho 

vjorked for me, t h i s had never material ized. 

Ho% much of a commission did he got** 

A I rea l ly don ' t know how much he got. For part of the por­

t r a i t s , he d idn ' t rat any. That i s , those vhich he d idn ' t discover h i» -

self . For the others , he made the arrangements d i roc t ly with the dea le rs . 

Frequently, you and Rosenberg, and the Government were a l l 

t ry ing to get the aaava objects for yourselves, were ;you not? 

A Yes. i t 1 vary unfortunate t ha t t h i s happened. Many times 

we did not knew about i t , -»nd thun the pr ices vent very high with the 

a r t dea lers . Colonel, i f I nwsy aake the remark, I want to t e l l you, 

for instance, th* t i f 1 want to Holland, or Par i s , or Rome, I would 

always find a huge stack of l e t t e r s awaiting me. There would be l e t t e r s 

from private people, princes und princesses, and anything t h a t you want, 

and there ?ere nan? genuine offers , sad many fake offers , <nd the prices 

were anywhere from good t o 1 probable, and everybody offered me t h i s 

stuff to buy. 
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Q some of the objects w ich you get woro confiscated objects 
» __ 

of a r t , uere they not? 

A e rau.;t d i f f e ren t i a t e hero between two •oparasta caaoo, F i r s t l y , 

those objects tha t were bought in f ree- t rade , so t o speak.- The second 

caav. are those that were c o l l a t e d by the organization of Rosenberg. 

Tiiosd were a r t i c l e s tha t had been confiscated froa people vho had l e f t 

the country. I would l i ke t o raake a short raaurk here about th i3 

Rosenberg coiamistion. They collected and regis tered a l l t h e i r a r t 

objects , and they were destined to e i the r go t o the Fuehrer 's ga l le ry 

i n Linz, t ha t vas to be ba i l , or to^ the Hone jchule tha t ttoaenberg 

was going to build at the Chioasoo. I t was tay in tent ion that not a l l of 

these a r t objects ahoaia go to southern Qoraany, and 1" had the intent ion 

to buy so»*ae oi t he* for c<y ga l le ry . I bought those things and they were 

estimated, not by German a r t experts , but by French exper ts , and then i t 

happened very often tha t a f te r I aade a i l the arrange;wants, the Fuehrer 

would soe a photo of the objects and I would have to re turn things to 

him becau e ha waited them. 

Q A'hat confiscated objects did you get from Poland? 

A personally, I aid not apt a m confiscated objects frem Poland.. 

There ia one por r a i t with w co l lec t ion which, however, vas not destined 

for^ay gar l e ry . I t v»as the f i r s t in tent ion that t h i s should go to the 

Kaiawr Frederick Luseura in Berl in, I t was merely stored v.ith the objects 

tha t belonged to rae because the b o l t e r tha t I~h*tdt-was cop* d a i l y safs 

and su i tab le . There are M nunfcer of other objects down thess-whicn do 

not belong to me, which ware merely stored there bocsuse i t saa coniiid-

ered a safe place for such objec ts . I t v.-as Use intent ion OJ the Fuehrer 

tha t a l l a r t t reasures that r.ere confiscated in Poland were to be t rono-
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ierrod into a n a n a thai, *aa to be erected in Koenigsberg, with the 

exce t ion of four or five por t ra i t s that vara to go to the • i er Fred-

crick "u ea i n B e n i n . This col lec t ion in Berlin MM executed by Dr. 

;'uehlrr.ann. Mot for iae, however, but for the German Government, o f f i ­

c i a l l y . KB far a those oliah ar t t reasures are concerned, they vera 

f i r s t stored at Kr.-̂ ko •, under Qeaemor Qaneral ffmmit, ***** ftllHBl Ilftf^i 

at the raquaat of the Fuehrer, I ft rot a a l e t t e r to Frank th;«t tho.^e 

a r t i c l e s were to be transferred to Koenigsberg, vith the exception of 

the four or fivo ; i c tu res I mentioned before. However, t h i s did not 

happen, no they ere out in • safe place -oraewhere in southern Germany. 

i'ov. about the confiscated objects i ro ; Monte Cassino? 

.,3 fa r as those a r t t reasurer at Monte Cassino go, at f i r s t 

•o d idn ' t oven know about them, but i t was l a t e r evident that they had 

come from a museum in Naples. I t aa happened tha t a parachute division 

and another division of mine -ere fighting near t he r e , ?nd when the 

fighting ;;ot so heavy, i t re* decided that i t would be necessary t o 

save these r t t reasures from dest ruct ion. There were several there 

tha t be! enged to the Monastery, and they ver_- transferred t o the Tope 

in Rome, and the -bey of the Ifontsstery wrote us a long l e t t e r in Latin 

to thank us for t h i s . The others were t ransferred to the Fascist 

I t a l i an Government in Northern Its>3y, -,-it.h the exception of f if teen, , 

po r t r a i t s and some s ta tues that were taken to Germany. Then, when my 

division returned, they brought aaay o! those objects from I t a l y . How­

ever, I did not l ike that very much and I did not th ink tha t i t was 

f i t t i n g t o the circumstances. I traveled t o see the Fuehrer about two 

daya l a t e r and asked him ahat wa, to be done vdth these ob.iects. He 
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said ho would l i t e to have them t ransferred to him. Then they recialned 

in my she l t e r for a few months, ;-.nd then l r t e r they v*3re t ransferred t o 

the Reiche Chancellor.;,- against r ece ip t . In order to stoy on the safe 

side, I mnt to nay here I only have one cbject that came from Monte 

Cassino. This was the strvtue of a saint that was found in the ruins at 

Cassino and when the division c.-«e back, they gave me this aa a souvenir 

i ron Cassino. This thing is completely ins ignif icant and a t most i t i s 

worth between f i f ty and sixty marks and i t i s no a r t object. 

You had agents operating i n France? 

i I don ' t want to say agents - a r t dealers ; I had those . As far 

as private c i r c l e s , and parchaeea from pr iva te sources are concerned, 

they ren? pr incipal ly Bunjen and Lohse whe met these people soc ia l ly , 

and they would bear of p o s s i b i l i t i e s to buy from then. Just in order 

t o f>ive ;,ou an exampj of ho- th is th in- vorks, just before the w r 

with America broke <,ut I rot an offer from America, through e i the r 

."pain, or Portugal, or f^vdtzerland, offering me some a r t objects from 

Hew York I just want to xplain to you that af ter i t waa s-nown I 

collected those th ings , I did receive offers from a l l over the world, 

as a l l the art dealers in the world nytural.lv had connections with 

each o ther . 

$hat objects were there in Sen York? 

* They ware por t r a i t s i r o the school of Fontainebleau, and 

they ware sainted in the 15th century, and i t waa especial ly v<ell~knovm 

I had part icula i n t e r e s t in them. 

ho had thea in Hew York? 

I don ' t know* Tt caw* through 30-rse a r t dea l e r s , nnd I don't 

Rao- just what the connections were. 
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And ther.; were dealers •p i ra t ing on your behalf in Holland? 

h .Possibly i t wi l l be the eff icient ma; far as to antiv.er the 

question in t h i s ;.ay. You we asking as • out Holland. o i l , 1 can 

say tha t - f t e r i t bad b come v;eIl-knov.Ti I mas in teres ted in objects of 

a r t , there MS no a r t dealer of sjiy repute in a i ther Holland, Belgiura, 

Switzerland, Sweden, Franca, or England, before the ar , and also 

Czechoslovakia, aba would not ra<ike me t h e i r offers , because they v,ere 

in te res ted , na tura l ly , to s e l l t h e i r a r t objects . However, of coarse, 

they did not make these of fern to me alone. The,y would r i t e to a i l 

jjeople ^ o were in teres ted - to the Fuehrer, for instance, and other 

pe r sona l i t i e s , and they vsould inform rae of any auctions t o be held. 

I , a t various timer., v i s i ted them in order to get. the feel of the aarket 

and find out just -what nas bappaning* 

The saaie 1 s true in Belgium and I taly? 

k Yes. If I may, I would l i ke to correct rayselj about the i n t e r ­

rogation of Saturday morning. The question was tut to ius, whether I 

knelt in front of the a l t a r . I understood the cpesticn in such a manner 

tha t you as ant whether out of respect or reverence I knelt in front of 

the a l t a r . I remember nee tha t the a l t a r MM on a low s too l , and the 

insc r ip t ion was underneath, and so na tura l ly I knelt down to look at the 

insc r ip t ion . There was hardly an a r t object where I wouldn't get down 

on my knees and take a magnifying g lass and inspect i t . In that sense 

i t i s t r u e . 

q But the kneeling had no re l ig ious connotation? 

A No. 

pfbat about the Starving Altarpiece? i s that the sane a l t a r 

tha t we spoke of Saturday? 
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k Ho. I t i s not . The Steraing , l t a r van a preient of the Duce, 

tha t i s , of the I t a l i an Government, to me personally. The Altarplece of 

\ 3terzing, a;; Gtcrzing i t «lf, i s a purely Gormen thing. Sterzing is a 

l i t t l o town in the outh Tyrol and belonged to I t a l y . The a l t a r m t 

raade by an old raa: t e r from OLM, and his n. rae was Gulfi ( ? ) , and one day 

I hoard the church i n Ster l ing was in te res ted in se l l ing th is a l tarpieco 

because they needed money, mid J wrote to thorn concerning t h i s , and then 

the I t a l i an Government heard about i t , and thoy bought tha t a l t a r for ms 

pivi gave i t to mo as a surprise present for my birthday. 

In addit ion to the urchases which you male from time to t ime, 

:_— the g i f t* which you received, there vere also a number of exchanges 

Vrhich ,:'ou worked out. 

Yes. If you intent! to build up a ga l lery , you jus t have to 

exchange objects just l ike you vould if you were col lect ing stamps. 

ju j t to give you an example here. If, for instance, you wont to have 

an a l t a r in your gal lery, i t i s very l i ke ly that the centerpiece i s 

owned bj one museum, the right win/;; and l e f t wing b,v some o thers , and 

aaybo o upper or loner ;-ioce from the sane a l t a r by yet another agency. 

rf you want to hero the -hole piece, the only choice you have got i s to 

of for them exchanges tiid ask Unem what they want in return for those 

objects . I mentioned beiore th^L with my col lect ion there won many 

p o r t r a i t s , for i n s t n e e , which did not belonr to me. There <ere many 

which sere tont to me merely for Inspection and for an exehango, and 

no final agree.-rent was ever reached on them. 

ions o the so exchanges ware consunm ted by Fischer, v*ere they 

not? 
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In SiQ.tMr.uuw? 

Q Yes . 

4 Fischer vms an a r t dealer , and ahether he arranged the ox-

changes in hia vm .ay or not , I dcn ' t kno., but ! exchanged d i rec t ly 

with him. 

Hew ;iU>ut endland? 

A The aaas applies to h i s , He ia an a r t dealer , and I dcn ' t 

know h ia p^rsua-Xly. I Just know h i s ansae. 

Q But he -was engineerin these exchanges on your behalf, v;as 

he net? 

A 1 bought p o r t r a i t s and Gobelins from hisa, und T also exchanged 

with him, but th ia vsas a l l done by Hofer. I did not kno; hiia personally* 

Qsbelinel 

h P o r t r a i t s cr Gobelins, or s t a tues , or anything. 

Q Ventura? 

A Ha i s a l so an ; r t dealer in Florence. 

Kroeile r-liullar? 

A 1 don*t kno* hiau 

Kata? 

A Kata was an a r t aealer in -Holland, and when the lawe ware 

applied against the Jews in tlolland, I enabled hia to iaa1grate to 

Switzerland. 1 did not enter in to any exchangee vdth Katz, but I 

bought three or four good p o r t r a i t s froa h i a . 

Q Kaberstock? 

A HaberstocK was .-... a r t ueaier in Berlin "ho wcriflsd for the 

Fuehrer pr incipal ly . I believe in a l l t h i s time I only bought four 

or f ive p o r t r a i t s froa hi?a. I believe tha t I only once asked him t o 

get a tjieture from Vienna for a s . I did not want to buy froa hia be-
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cause ha -as too expensive for me. 

DaBoor? 

•; Ho .as an »rt deader in Holland. 

ancoldt-Ueiboldt? 

*• T d n ' t kno. him. 

Oid ,/ou, final time to t ime, so i l MWI or the confiscated 

objects hid) you had obtained? 

Exenangad 

;io, no id . 

a far us the confiscated objaets are c neemed, I only 

excli mged thaau 

?5ut ,cu sold, Iran t iaa to tirae, sow •• J the objects which 

you had arenased in t ne oren market? 

Thif; h. | %'tcd ot&y once, r c a l l , . I 'bought a great col lect ion 

in t o to aad then I asked Holer to s e l l those ;*;ictures in which we were 

not" In to re; t e d , i t b the ins t ruc t ions to use the mo ey that he received 

for them, for the purchase of nev p ic tu res . I rant to 'ay here t h A 

there was no jaoney over used, tha t came from the sale of a r t objects , 

for anything e laa , except the purchase of other a r t objects . For l a -

stance, we once discovered • very precious ic ture rnd, in exchange, 

«M had t o ive 175 other pictures for i t . 

hat as the Kunstfond? 

Tha Kunstfomi i-as an a r t fund which I h-.d i n s t i t u t ed for tha 

purchase of a r t objects , 

here did the aoney come from that -ont in to that fund? 

\ I t was part ly made up by private contributions which I r e ­

ceived to bu Id up r,iy ga l le ry . t one time I a lso received a large 
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amount from the Fuohrer, and then I , myself, would give to t h i s fund. 

The fund did not contain any money tha t cane from State sources. 

Q ffhe v.aa author! ed to d«;joeit and withdraw from that account 

A To deposit cr withdraw money in there? 

x e &. 

ft That was • § , 

Q L-ixclusively? 

A Yes. I tkXy me. 

Q Wtn a i l of your purchases and sales cleared through tha t 

account? 

A No. This fuiii was i n s t i t u t e d only very much l a t e r , by me. 

Mere i s something else I want to ca l l to your a t t en t ion , I inheri ted 

a cer ta in amount of a r t t r ea su re s . 

Q nid you employ various people to .ark on t h i s «*rt col lect ing 

business? 

A Does the Colonel man in the acquisit ion of these a r t 

t r e a s u r e r s , ur a f te r the acquis i t ion , to work on thora. 

Both. 

A In the case of who I employed before the acquisit ion of the 

objects , I th ink I explained how they were offered t o me from a l l s ides , 

i n a l l countr ies . After the acquis i t ion , thero were two tilings tha t 

were mainly done v/ith them. The f i r s t thing v«is to classify them, and 

second t o censerve themj that i s , t o prevent them from b l i s t e r i n g , or 

the paint from peeling, or vfcat have you. i l l those things tha t are 

required to keep them i n good condition. This was handled at f i r s t 

by my s e c r e t a r i a t , end l a t e r on by Hofer end his s ta f f . 
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I'oct of theBQ objects vers kept in Berl in, were they not? 

Yes. ?lmost a l l of them. Only when the Russians were ap-

preaching -.vcre they moved. 

When aiid how were they moved? 

They were moved from the end of January 1945, through February 

and Karon 1945, by r a i l . 

here are they now? 

A They v;er© moved to Berchtesgaden. 

All of them, 

A 3inee I , myself, was arres ted by I ' l t l e r , I don' t know whether 

a l l of them ever did gat t he re , but I am sure that the greater amount 

of them did get there . 1 would aay at l eas t ninety percent. Over 

ninety purcent. I have to say something else here; tha t I had a number 

of a r t objects which were not destined t o go into the ga l le ry . They 

were a r t objects , but in themselves they were not so precious or good 

enough to be i n a gallery* They were merely something I would l ike to 

ca l l g lor i f ied furni ture , and i t i s quite possible they were l e f t in 

Herlin and tha t they wtra not t reated as carefully, and moved as care­

ful ly , as the o thers . 

Rhat would you estimate the en t i re co l lec t ion t o be wr th? 

h That i s almost impossible to determine. That depends very 

much on the market, and tha t i s vfay i t vas never estimated. The only 

thing tha t vas ever estimated was the value of acme cer ta in pieces . 

Just to give you an idea about t h a t . Once a picture ?as offered to rae 

in Holland for 3,000 Guilders. In the courso of the years i t was offered 

t o M a t o t a l of seven t imes, and the l a s t time i t vas offered to me the 

price was 45,000 Guilders. That i3 because other people would offer 
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prices for the saase p ic tu re . I t la impossible to even estimate the 

value of M M of the pieces I had. for ins tance , the J te rs ing .I tar 

could t t e fv have been estimated. I t defended very sauch on who was 

in teres ted in i t , acid at what time. Just t o give you an example, .if I 

wanted to s a i l soraethiii^ by Lucas crtuta:h the f i r s t man night offer 

50,000 marksj the next nan s ight have Lucas grana&aa iiia par t i cu la r 

hobby, and he might offer 100,000 jaarks. Ifeen somebody else would be 

in te res ted i n the object as such, but not to a greater extent than 

10,000 mirks, and that la why i t i s impossible for me to estimate the 

value of the t o t a l col lec t ion , I rea l ly don ' t oven know the extent 

of ray co l lec t ion any more. I only remember the most important objects . 

Q I think you t e s t i f i e d on Saturday that none of these objects 

were ever In fact turned over t o the Qovarncaant. Is t ha t correct? 

A Yes. That is correct . I couldn't hand i t over to the Govern­

ment, because vho MM there t o ac t as a representat ive of the Govern­

ment? According t. our Constitution i t ;.us ...uite sufficient i f I In-

formed toe Fuehrer of the fact that I had cer ta in objects and gave the 

Minister o& Plaanca notice to tha same ef fec t . As i t was, the ga l le ry , 

as such, v.ao never ijat<m4fi| ftp Lh%-hnnrtart over t o the Government af ter 

i t was b u i l t . I t was ay in tent ion to hand i t over t o the people, and 

the nay th i s would have been effected ia that at • ceri ain date i t 

would have been said in a coiamunique, "(fearing, on such and such a 

date has decided to hand over t h i s gal lery as a g i f t to the German 

people." If you look at i t t h i s way, I waa the Government syself . 

Just to show you hew t h i s v/orka, for ins tance , there waa an exhibit ion 

of the work of l iv ing a r t i s t s , each year in ;?unich, and the Fuehrer had 

expressed the wish that a l l the Ministr ies should purchase aam of 
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those p ic tures In order to support the a r t i s t s , and that hardened. 

Ti.cn those . ictures .-.ere taken Mid put into the i- lnlstrLes, or in to 

the houses that are the off ic ial residences of the minis te rs . Veil, 

now, as such they were Government property. However, they actually 

were located in the min i s t r i e s , or bouses of the minis ters . 

But in point of feet , non^ of these objects were ever Riven 

to the Goran people? 

A e l l , now could t h i s be done. The gal lery had never been 

bu i l t ye t , end a^l th i s m» to ha; .en a f te r the war. 

But, I say, i t n vor happened, 

A That is quite c lear . That i s quite impossible, 

Do you rcnomber • box oi .jewels, belonging to a .Jewish woman, 

that was turned over for safekeeping to one of the minis t r ies? 

A Yes. These were o jecta that bad been found by the Divisen 

Fahndungs S t a l l s , That is an office which does polios work, as far as 

foreign currency i s concerned. Thoy had found these ob.iecta when a 

Je-'dsh wosMn t r i e d to cross the border, :n-\d I remember when my t r a i n 

c e hack, i roa Berl in, thor.c objects were handed over to me. They had 

been given to the Secret Ser ice a n on the t r a i n for reasons of 

safety, a d i t was surely an accident. They wars U&en t o the Prussian 

State ministry end they v;ore opened by an expert under oath, to be e s t i ­

mated. Then a part of them were ke. t i n the iftate minis t ry, and another 

part were sent to the Central Tax Col lec tor ' s Office in Berl in . 

Do you r e c a l l the naso of the Jewish woman? 

\ No. I nee told that th i s had coiao from more sources than 

one. They had collected t h i s over a period of t ime. 

Up to the end of the war, what would you eetisacte your t o t a l 

-14- (GQ&RXM) 

http://Ti.cn


personal income to have been? 

A Tou mean my raonthl^ income? 

Q Yes. Monthly, or year ly . 

I Uy income was raaae u; f i r s t by my salary} second i t t t—aad 

from the especial find that I received an a leich National . 

w, How much did you receive for each oi these? 

A The two of tite::i together amounted to ;;lout 28,(XX) marks * 

month. In addition to this came free residence, and a l l representat ive 

functions and matters v,<ere being paid for} and th i s , of course, was 

var iab le . Then, I derived incoiae from books and a r t i c l e s that I had 

wri t ten , of course, t h i s was var iab le , but I would estimate the t o t a l 

aura that J had derived in such • manner, throughout thw war, as about 

one mil l ion, and maybe one and one half mil l ion marks. 

Q what other sources of income did you have? Iacca-ie from 

secur i t ies? 

A I had other income derived from i n t e r s s t on my cajxltal and 

secur i t ies* 

Q How jauch would you estimate tha t to have been? 

A I aia sorry that 1 r e a l l y can ' t t e l l you, because I can't 

check i t . Unfortunately I did not take very much i n t e r e s t in the 

adadUnistration of my own finances. They v.ere l e f t t o the Secretary, 

and I don ' t think that -ho had enough perspective to do the tiling 

r i g h t , and I found out very much l a t e r tha t I had los t a great amount. 

Q How about incoiae i rom indus t r i es In which you v.ere f inancial ly 

interested? 

A I had no financial i n t e r e s t in industry except shares that I 
1%, _ i n . . _ . 
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had bought as a pr ivate person, .-md I only had ti<o;>c In s ta te factor ies* 

• uch as? 

lor instance, t h e n were the Hydrler orks. Any fac tor ies 

that belonged to the Sta te , that Is -hat I em talking about. '."a -were 

.•il.lov.jd to have .shares, tha t represented a f inancia l i n t e re s t in i t » 

Then l e t m ask you again, at vfaat feo you vjould estimate your 

t o t a l rasnthly income'; 

tha t ia Very d i f f i cu l t for me to say, becau e so many of these 

things ore d i s t r ibu ted over r;c aany years , *s J mentioned before, I 

received 28,000 narks in currency, per month, and then I would say pos­

sibly five to seven thousand aaxks would be added to t h a t from in t e r e s t 

and annui t ies , and so on, and I would say that T received a total, of 

35,000 s&rke in currency each month. The sum I mentiensd before that 

I had received as an uthor, of course, ess distributees over .many years , 

c^ This income v.tiich I mentioned as a rrdllion, and a million and a half 
> 

amr s , has been d is t r ibuted over t h i s p r i d of tin®. 

Q Do yc • rec« 1 the law of April 26, 1933, pertaining to tho 

crganiMtion of the Secret State olicot (Being Pec meat I.-A2) 

Yes. 

ny was the Secret State Police ior;«3d original ly? 

A This -as because police Bat ter a, in general, wen ra ther con­

futed, and i t was necessary to create such a secret o l ice for the pro­

tec t ion oi the S ta te , That i s , as i t was eastewwry in a l l other coun­

t r i e s . 

Hew soon .;fter 26 April 1933 was the f i r s t concentration camp 

established? 
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A After the a r res t of the Coam&miiil l eaders , which we talked 

about already, because they could not be put in to the normal prisons. 

when MM this? 

A That vsaa shortly af ter the Reichstag .('ire - a few days a f t e r . 

Q ' h a t wre the f i r s t oppressive actions taken by the Gestapo? 

A Their f i r s t mission, seen as a Hiole r ea l l y , Ml the i r fight 

against Cotenunisa. The Corsiraunist Party was, next to us , the strongest 

party i n Germany. That i s , strongest in muabers, strongest in pos i t ion , 

and strongest in every respect . That was so before we acquired power, 

and ww\ i n the f i r s t time af ter ve acquired power. Tt hap ened tha t 

assassinations and a l l kinds of brawls took place, especial ly in Berl in, 

and i t was the laain task of the russ i an Secret State ol ice to be in a 

posi t ion cf surve i l lance , so t o speak, i n the fight against Coramunism. 

I t i s noco sary here to d i f ferent ia te between the Pruseian Secret State 

Police, and the secret State Police which was founded for the other 

Federated States of Germany. They were only l a t e r coordinated in to one 

single group. 

Q Do you reca l l the law on the Secret s t a t e -o l ice of 30 Noveatoer 

1933? (Being also Doc UMMRt L-82) 

A I don' t know exactly jus t whuf «aa contained in the law, but 

there were a number of lava that were enact d in that connection. 

Why did you take the Secret State i ol ice a ay iro*n the control 

of the Prussian Minister of I n t e r i o r , ;jnd place i t d i r ec t ly under your­

self? 

A I v«as both Prussian minister of the In te r io r and Proatiaa 

Friwa Minister at that tii&e. In other v.ords, I merely t ransferred i t 
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from ono of my of f i c ia l functions t o another, My idea thero vas that 

the Prussian secret s t a te police should be d i rec t ly under a hesd,,o.f 

S ta te , because as such i t had nothing to do vdth ordinary police mat-

t e r s , and that i s why I removed i t from the control of the Prussian 

Ministry of I n t e r i o r . 

(4 Do you r e c a l l the law on the Secret State Police of 10 

February 1936, being also a part of Doeuaent L-82? 

A I believe tha t that is the law vfclch coordinated a l l the dif­

ferent Secret s t a t e police forces in to the Reich Secret Police Force. 

That contained the statement, ''After agreement with the Reich 

Cabinet, I joronulgate, in the name of the Reich, the above law fer th« 

Fuehrer and Reich Chancellor." 

A I sua sor ry , I cbn»t remember i t exact ly, but i f the law says 

t h a t , there i s no doubt taiatever about i t . 

Did t h i s jsaan that the Secret State Police thereby became 

natiomvide i n scope and power? 

.\ Ks far as I remernber, t h i s i s the law which uni tes a l l the 

secret State Police Forces of a l l the different S ta tes , and makes the 

Secret s t a t e Police subordinated t o the Chief of the Reich Pol ice . 

I"/.at v.as the purpose of t ha t law? 

A So f a r the povrer of police ju r i sd ic t ion had been founded in 

the different s t a t e Governments oi the Federated S ta tes , the mmm as 

the legal Jur i sd ic t ion . I t was the Fuehrer 's wish to place t h i s J u r i s -

\ d ic t ion for the en t i re Reich in to the hands of the Reich Police In the 

j same way as i t had happened with the lega l j u r i sd i c t i on , which had been 

1 coordinated i n the Ministry of Jus t i ce . He wanted to take t h i s j u r i s -
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d ic t ion away fro® the s t a t e s . 

Q Then there mtm the decree tor the execution of the lav. on 

the secret State police of 10 February 1936? 

A Yea. This was the sarae for a l l decrees. There v<ere laws 

for t he i r execution. 

q That decree referred to "criirdnal a t tacks on Party and s t a t e . " 

A Yes. 

Q What did that mean? 

A Several a t tacks had taken place upon the loaders of the Party, 

and the Fuehrer wished tha t not only at tacks upon leaders of the State 

came within thei r j u r i sd i c t i on , but that leaders of the Party \?ould 

enjoy the same protect ion. 

Q What kind of criminal attacks? 

A I don ' t ramersber the par t icu la rs abcut th in , Anyway, one 

thing i s c lear • that i t was the decision of the Fuehrer to /oaks the 

leaders of the Party, tha t i s , the prominent people l a the Party, in 

every way the equals of the leaders or prcwainent people in the s t a t e . 

He had t h i s idea for everything. For ins tance , a Keichslei ter of the 

Party had the assimilated rank of a Reich feinister, 

Q Under t h a t decree did the secret State Police have author i ty 

t o enact measures val id throughout the Heich? 

A Yea. 

Q What were the duties and r e spons ib i l i t i e s of the Secret State 

Police for administrate on of the concentration camps? 

A I t was held ful ly responsible for tha t . 

Q Exclusively? 

A I don ' t know jus t how Hiramler handled th i s after he became 
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Chief oi Police. I don ' t know whether he l e f t the concentration camps 

solely undor the ju r i sd ic t ion oJ the Gestapo, or whether or not he 

founded a special department to take care oi these concentration camps. 

There wore a l l kinds of rumors about t ha t , but you must understand t h a t 

a v e i l of secrecy was over a l l these th ings . 

Under the decree of 10 February 1936, what vara the duties of 

the Gestapo for the ada&nistration of concentration caraps? 

A The concentration camps had been solely under the responsi ­

b i l i t y of the Gestapo u n t i l tha„10t,h, of February 1936..~but t h i s i s the 

law which incorporated the Gestapo in to the Reich; and, just what hap­

pened then, 1 don't know, but as far as I rerturiber, in the immediate 

period of time following t h i s decree, they remained solely responsible 

for those camps. 

Did the Gostapo actual ly sot up the concentration camps? 

A mil, i f they did not build them, a t l eas t they determined 

the shape arid form of them. 

Did Gostapo fjersonnel actually serve as the camp commanders 

and off ic ia ls? 

Yes. Ac far as I know about i t , they did. I don't know what 

happened af ter 10 February 1936, but there was a s tory to the effect 

tha t some specl!aTcomaandants had been named l a t e r . 

flow much l a t e r ; 

A I can' t say exact ly, but I am pret ty sure when I think i t was 

only ill the f i r s t years of the war. After Himmlor took over the Reich 

Police, then the ?eich Police and SS and the General Police, and Crim­

inal Police and Order ol ice and Security Police and the Security Service, 
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and the concentration eaaps and the Gestapo, ai l ca<;e under his j u r i s ­

dic t ion - and j u t how he in t e rna l ly arranged these and d is t r ibuted 

ju r i sd ic t ion and respons ib i l i ty , nobody ever could learn . I bel ieve, 

l a t e r on, every o f f i c i a l of the Criminal Police had t o be a tweaker of 

the S3 at the sarae time, whether he .anted to or not . 

Q So that -when, i f ever, v»ould you xay that the respons ib i l i ty 

of the Gestapo for administration of the concentration camps changed? 

A Wt&lj If i t aver happened, i t happened very !«uch l a t e r . Ht 

any ra te i t i s c lear tha t the Gestapo had a very decisive influence on 

the whole t h ing . I heard at one tijne, and t h i s v<as taerely by v.ay of 

rumor, tha t a special main department lor concentration camps had been 

f rounded, but J just don ' t know whether i t i a true or not . &t any rate 

i t i s c lear tha t the Gestapo *as the decisive authori ty for those 

people t h a t were put into concentration camps. 

Q I ask t o have t h i s document, L-S2, marked for iden t i f i ca t ion 

as Sahibit h, of today 's date , "Goering," 

• ' . ' - : ' . : - * 

»P ROttSDl 

Interrogator 

Interpreter 

Reporter '/' 
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