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Testimony of H«mann Goering, taken at fturnberg, 
Germany, on 7 October 1945* from 3>20 t o 3t30 
I ',*, by Colonel ,John R« kaon, IGD, 0U;3CC. l l M 
present: Lord r igh t , lord Chancellor of 010* 
land; , fc Richard l« 3onnenfsldt, Interpreter} 
.; JO Jadt nund, n«porter. 

COL. '>'.: JJ TC T- I T "•' ?j,*f";.Ti* 

i tate your f u l l rwae, rank, and posi t ion. 

.\fc !iicn»rd v. ;ionnenfeldt, i n t e rp re te r for the flj -OC. 

Do yea sola-wily aaaar tha i you wi l l t r u l y and fai thful ly 

in te rp re t from English in to German and from Gorman in to gn^Liah, the 

•uestions ,ut to th i s witness, and hin m m i the re to , no help you 

God? 

I uo. 

COL, '•••"• T: Pil mi S3, TiJIlOUtai INT BERCTivR, 01 G\ I ": 

The l a s t tirfte t ha t you v^ar? interror;; tad ?rs v*re asKinp you" 

about a s ta tue and a r t objects* 

Yeo. 

hat was your program about acquiring a r t objects , o t . s r 

then the French on^s Nhica >e discussed the other day? 

rt woo ray intent ion to s t a r t an a r t gal lery according t o naw_ 
m n mi in w r inn i n in n- "*i—min » nrmri n p am n nn i"i "IHI'TH -*w-x* * 

principles , end 1 had always benn yery^muc . interested, in such th ings , 

and that I had tri«"J to acquire a r t i c l e s of a r t value fro* raany countr ies , 

for t h i s . 

Do you m an a y rsonai ;<rt gallery* or aa r:.rt pal iery for soma 

branch of the C-ovarnaent'? 

A I t KM ay intent ion to build up an ar t gal lery »hich I meant 

t o hand over to the Soman people, and I wanted to gflf1^ 4 * T T f l r t l i 

and J had some no* .irineip.' m there that 7 had thought of Myself. 
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D&d you sv«r »ign any written eitAeloa ..hich .aula indieato 

tha t i t KM to bo g£tm ovar t o the Qerrsan people* 

BY i.O)ii} t lG l fT j 

flhOTO i *s the af t gal lery going to be established, 
• HI | , m 11 i 

I t m i to be b u i l t *t Karirwittll, v.-iic. MM •• aublle build*— 

anyway. That i » , i t beiongou to ti*e J t a t e . I v.rote an off ic ia l MM 

aanicat ioa to the Finance i n i s t e r , SohMWin^rooifk, about t h i s «nd 

in fo rms nin about t h i s .(letter. 

Q But you a lso acquired away objects of art on your - a account, 

aid you not? 

A Yea, I a i d , but tuvy were to be assigned avsr into t h i s gal -

lo ry as a personal g i f t of a ine . 

Q Yea, but they n*aver M>re» . O K tbeyi 

A #oll» yes , the gallery was not actus \y being b u i l t , but t ;a 

preparations were juat being sabe -.uia . toad infor^oa ti.e Mu.'/ics i n i s -

t e r I would give those a r t i e i u s , afciofc "I h*d p iroawal 1J acquired, in to 

t h i s ga l l ^ ry . 

Q But the objects never got i n to the ga l l e ry , did thejrt 

h .soil , at t h i s t iac the ga l le ry hadn' t been handed over ye t . 
M l i nil ,-r—"—WW 

I t MM jus t being b u i l t . You have t o d i f f e r ; ; t i*te hero bets en two 
waaMOTiiiM. M M s 

en t i re ly di f ferent acta of objects . F i r s t of a l l there »oro tr.oso 

objects which I had acquired froa say o*/.n aoaia , sad vhich vera ay per-

propwrty, and tihicft I had intended i o r th i s ga l l e ry . Then there 

wore those avt objects that were eecfolred from the ar t budget, and X 
mniiUHHimnn1 

had inforsaed the ; .jUriiater that the jdn3,o tiling v/as aupposod to be 

handed over to the people. 
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"nt yoo :.-• i amenta that m n rain. around repreaea&lng you,, 

personally, in various l o c a l i t i e s , did you not' 

-, Yes, but J ma t to aaphaoiaa &• ale that I also wanted to hand 

ar t objects ov^r i to t h i s gal lery j r-hich -.'ore my tea property. Then, 

an tha e ther handj there were iMaay th ings , such as por t r a i t s and other 

art eb jec t s , ahlch new of no real yalee ior tha gallery* I t see my 

in tent ion t o only put the rea l ly good pieces and ebjoote of a r t in to 

t h i s ga l l e ry . 

feat vere tha asiaes of tha agents who represented you or the 

Gererntaent in the purchase e£ those objects of ar t? 

You have t o mate a difference here. You cannot apesk of the 

Covertv^s.-.t us such that i t was interested in a r t objects , t had ray 

represent* t.vvos, • mi hen they acquired an object el «r t for* me, 

never Iowa another they acquired i t for s», pr iva te ly , or lor we in my 

of f ic ia l e p*eity« 

.ho paid t h e i r sa la r ies ' 

Their a*larj - they ore a r t dealers and they /;ot • profit frow 

these t r ansac t ions . 

r co ;.:dsoion? 

Yes. h esamlsstsn* 

But they mare eapleyed by you, pereeatallyi -ere they not? 

e i i , I usee ar t dealere . or t h a t , and then? r e s i l y was only 

one. a, ent she me responsible for the coordination ef the rhole raatter. 

For a l l the other t ransact ions I sorely used a r t dealers . 

ho wee that 

That as ofer. He *ae a J so rss-onaible for the ariminlstra-
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t ive itspest OJ" 09 Art ©b :«eta. 

Did you efer actually turn any ox these obk-cts mf art «>ver 

t e the- Qprniwwti 

I ./ell, hem eeuid J' head thea ev^r to the Gmroicftt'! The 

Fuehrer md the inis ter ©1 Finance botn knew that I was starting a 

gallery of art objects and they {aim that i t WB ay intention to ope* 

this gallery *ft-.r tna war, shen I ted eeapleted ejf collection. t 

th is t lifts .'seet of th« ob ieets ftf art v*ere In asfa places, In subter­

ranean pieeel end stash. Yeu must reaenbur that tale whela tning w>*s 

a t i i l in a stage of transit ion. In etb«r v-ords, ob <ecta of art «ere 

acquired Md tu&n xater they adght be exchanged lor another •£$ object 

thai iffould serve tha prospect better . In ether -orda, tha thing ras 

not coaplote. i t was Merely a plan that heri been theoght out m<l had 

be«a drafted, but MfchJjyj as yet had aaterial iaed| and everything vsas 

in a stage of transition *<» yet, 

<j Did 'ou, e» did you net, aver turnover any sf the art objects, 

vdiicb you acquired, to the Government- Yes or no. 

I Ho. HOT* could I do that'- she sea there to receive thea' 
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