Tegtimony of Hermann Coering, taken at Nurnberg,
Germany, on 7 October 1945, from 3:120 to 3:30
'Y, by Colonel John ll. ‘mem, ICGD, OU3CC. Also
oresent: Lord .right, Lord Chancellor of ing-
land; . fec Richard 4%, 3Sonnenf=ldt, Interpreter;
JG Jack nund, Reporter.
COL, AN T¢ LIT iinTeit e

Sbate your full name, rank, and position,

fe enhard ¢, Sonnenfeldt, interpreter for the CU:CC,

Do you solemnly ewesr that you will truly snd faithfully
interpret from inglish into Cerman and from Cerwan inte ‘nglish, the
‘uestions .ut to tiis witness, snd hls snswers thereto, so help you
Cod?
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COL. =7 °TL f1 TN 33, THMOUCH INT RPRUTLR, IM GLIMANg

Tie iast time that you ware interropsied we vere asiking you~
srout o statuae and art objscts,

Yas.

chat was your program about acquiring eart ol jects, otuer
than the French ones w.ich we discussed the cther day”

It cas oy intention te start sn art gallery acconil.ng t.. new
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rrineipies, and 1 had alvays beon very muc: interested in such things,
\h‘“‘h"mhw‘,j“’l L e =
and thus I had trled to acquire articles of art value from many countries,

for this.
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Q Do you » an o personal art pallary, or an nrt gallery for some

Mo e b

branch of the Covernment’
A It. was my intention to bulld up an srt gallery whileh I meant

to hand over to the Cerman peoplé, ard 1 wanted to build it m
i T ARy A F TSN Mbetspesaseshi

and 1 had scme new :rincipl s there that 1 had thought of myself.
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Ddd you ever sign any writtea articies hileh woula inclcste
that it wss Lo Le piven over to th: Ger an sweople’
BY 1CAL  RICHT:

ihere was Lhs art gallery godng Lo be estabiisted:

It was to be bullt at varinhsll, }.m « public bullding.

anyway. That is, 1t belongou teo the state. 1 urote i oificisi cen

munication Lo the Financc in.i.lt'mr, Senwerinei rosigk, about this and

hltwa him about. t.hia mnt,'bar.
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J Put you also acqulred wany objects of urt on yeur a1 sccount,

e e R
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did you not?

A Yes, T did, but. tiicy were to Le sssipgned evsy int-ca t.ni.’:: L,nl—-

I————

1ory as a mrsomu g.ti‘t o.l' mino

Wty o i o b

9 Yu, but ticy never wera, vere tioy:

A dell, yes, tiw pallery was not :—.c‘t.u::q lv bainy vullt, but tne

- o A Gy

prcpcr&ts.m vere juﬂt being made und . hac iL.dorczed the Finance ‘inis~
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trtr I woula giw t.hou art.ic.l.aa, Wit ich I had ,. arsam.ll,; a.cap.aimu, into

. s, T B S S ——

this gellesry.

W
9 But the objects ncver got into the jailery, did they!

A qell, ut tols tlme the gallery nadn't bLesn handed over yet.

It vwas just bci& bullt. You have Lo diffcwntixto hem betw- en. two

outir-l.y dii‘forant ut.a of ob mctu. Firat. oi all there vere trose

(L -

ohjoeu which I hmi a,cquirad fm JIW o-.m Boas, and vhich vwere my per-

oA Tt sy

lmal pr-purt.:, and mich I hnd int.andod tor tals gallery. Then there
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were these wurt ebjact.a Liat were ..c.suircd {ram the art budget, and I

l\ad Informed the | :I.niat,ar t.:mt. the fnuls t.nint_, was supposed Le be
[T o '

handed over to tho pooph.
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Tub reuw n=d asenta t.;-;--t. vara oins amund rapresenting you,
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P rson.uly, in ve m.oa" J.aca.l.itiea, clid you net”

T
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A Yes, but I want to um-,:hasiua arzia that T alse wanted teo hand

[

B

art objects over i t,o th i‘ n-.llary, whic’n mare my own prophrt.y. Then,

el

on tha ethor .mnd Ln’!‘n vere many t.hiné's, such as ;‘aort.rait.a and other

.art cujcchs, ﬂhuh mr- :f ne re: J value ier the gallery, Tt was my

R e e = e 4 2 g

N intentien to only put the rezily geed piccas amii ebjects of art inte
VJ{\‘ \H, this gallery.
]\W‘ &j /hat, were the nanes of the agents who represonted you or the
{:i" Nevernaest in the purchase of these objeets of art?

You have to make » difference hers, You camnot apesk of the

Covernmenl wa guch that it was interested in art objects, T had my
My A

re;rclaﬂt.;et.ivas, vhen they acquired an ebject of art f‘om me, they

.....

naVer I'.n' S .'not.__hur Lrey acquimu it lor me, privately, or for me Aamy

ofliciaL canaelty,

he rald tizir saleries

Their salary = they -ore art desalars unc t.hoy ;;ot. a vrofit from
g A Py
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thiese transactions,

conniszien”
.a..'—.'——-—"’"""'M

A Yes, * comunzission,
But they were smpleyed by you, prsenally, were they net?

ell, I used art dealers ‘er that, and there Treslly was enly

e T b e o g

one & ent ho waus resnonmbm for b coordbat.ian cf the mqls mthr.

e . T xan

fer a.l.l bt ot.m.r t.ra sactions I merely used art dealers,

<hoe was tiab:

i Tat vas fofer. ile was aiso resonsible for the administra-
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tive asieet of my art obects,.
id you sver actually turn any ol these ebiccts of wrt ever
te the (Covernmsnt?

A dell, hoew couid I hand them ever to tie Ceverrsesat” The
Fuehrer wnd Lhe inister of Finance both knew tist I was starting &
gallery of art objects anu thoy knew trat iL as sy inteatlon tLe upen
this gallery «ft .r the var, vhen I had cempleted my collectioen, it
tihls tims sost of the obivets of art were in safe nluces, in subter—
renean pluces and such, Yeu must reme.bep tout Lids whele tning was

still in & stage of transitien, In other vords, abiect.s of art were

I

acquired anu tuen utor ..susy n:l.:;ht bo excniaged ler anot“ar art oh‘ioct.

——— i S

that weuwld serve t.m prospct:t better. In etrwr ~om5, tne tidng vas
s s At 5 R

not complete, It. was mrely 4 plan fmt hm baan tiought eul and had

boeu draﬁod, but notnu’q' a8 yut had natnn«liz.‘,q, und everything vas

B—— W— P IR ~e rgr TYRE

in & stage of transition s yet,

T P
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3 Dld ou, or uid you net, ever turnover uny of the zrt objects,
which you wcquired, te the Jovernuent” Yes or ne.

A Mo, liow could T do btoabt” +he was tiere Lo recelve them
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