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PERSONS l-I.ND ORGANIZhTI0l1S D1?LICh,TED, .um SUBJECTSw------------------------ _

1. FRICK, Wilhelm
a. Law for the defense of the Reich (A-IO, A-23)
b. Reich Defense Council

(1) Supreme E:;~ecutive Body of the Reich in matters,
lating to prep~ration for war (A-23, B-9-l0)
(2) Memberships (B-9, A-24)
(3) Relation to ~inisterial Council for the Defense of G
the Reich (B-9-10, B-14-l5)
(4) Relation to Plenipotentiary for A~~inistration and
Plenipotentiary for Economy (B-12, B-14~15)

c. Ministerial Council for the Defense of the Reich
(1) His creation (B-13)
(2) Since 1939 highest executive' body (B-15)
(3) Membership of the Council (B-15, B-17)
(4) Pover to issue laws and decrees and procedure of
in~ such laws and decrees (B-16-l7-l8-l9)
(5) Relation to Three Man College (B-5)
(6) Relation to Reich Defense Council (B-9-10)

n. Plenipotentiary for Administration
(1) Frick's appointment to his post (B-IO, B-ll,E-28) ".
(2) Planning and preparation for war (B-4-8-11) .;;
(3) Frick control18d - as Plenipotentiary: for Administra-' .\.J~
tion - the Ministrtes of Justice and Education in matters
which related to preparation for war (A-32-33, A-30-31'}
(4) Procedure for law making (A-30-31, B-2-4-5)

e. Plenipotentiary for Bconomics
(1) Supervision of work of ministries concerned ~ith

economy (B-8-ll, A-291
(2) Plans and preparation for war (B-8,B-ll,A-29)
(3) Issue of Law for food rationing in Reich (B-5)
(A) Supervision b1 Goering as he~d of Four Year Plan(A-32)
(5) Suba'dinated ministries: Ministry of Labor, Ministry "
of Economics, Ministry of Food and Ministry of b~nitions' \ ti

.. (A-34-35) .
f. Ministries in relation to the Plenipotentiary for Admini~'" 1.,

trattonn8.nd Plenipotentiary for Economy "./
(1) Independent 'Here the Ministers of Propaganda, Transpo.r t ...
[cai\.dl.'~1VIi!dl(b.-30) ,

(
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w. FRICK, 13 October 1945, a.m. and p.,m.

(2) Partly sub jec1/~to superVlSlon of Plenipotentiary of
Economy was the Minister of Finance (A-30)

g. Three Man College
(1) Members were the two Plenipotentiaries and the O~~
(B-4-:-5)
(2) All laws and de cree s '; of the Plenipotentiarie shad
to be enacted with agreement and approval of the OlGV
(B-45)
(3) Relationship to the office of the Four Year Plan(B-6)
(4) l\;lain activi ties of Three Man College were: Planningand
preparations of laws (B-6-7)
(5) TILe Three Man College was not empowered by Reichstug
to enact laws, but they were derived from the Reichs

Defense Law of 1935 (B-8)
h. The Secret Cabinet Council

(1) Members: A number of ministries, including Ministries
of Propaganda, Defense and Foreign Minister (B-12-l3t
(2) No practical functions solely organized for the pur­
pose of creating a post for von Neurath (B-12).

2. STUCKART
a. His part in framing the law for defense of the Reich(A-24)
b. Witness for activities of Frick, as Plenipotentiary for

Administration (B-20)

t} • H[1]]ER:'~

a. President of Reichs Defense Council (B-9, B-14)
b. Hitler appointed the members of Ministerial Council for

Defense of the Reicp (B-9, B-13-l4)
c. Supervision and direction of Ministerial Council for the

Defense of the Reich (B-15)
d. His approval of laws of the Ministerial Council for the

Defense of the ReiRh (B-19-20)
e. He signed laws on behalf of cabinet ministers after1938

(B-20-2l)
f. :~He supervised Plenipotentiary for' Administration (A-32)

4. GOERING
a. Presiding officer of Ministerial Council far Defense of

the Rei ch
b. He signed laws &nd decrees of the Ministerial Council for

Defense of theReich (B-18)
c. As head of the Four Year Plan he supervised Plenipoten;6i:::.~:,-;,

tiary for Economy (A-32)

. 5 • H.IMIvILER
a. Plenipotentiary for Administration after August, 1943.

(instead of Fride ~ (B-20)
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W. FRICK, 13 October 1945~ a.m. and p~m.

6. FUNK
a. Member or Ministerial Council for._ Defense of the Reich

(B-15 )
b. Plenipotentiary for Economy (B-15)

7. SCHACHT
a. Member of Ministerial Council for Defense of the Reich

(B-15)

8~ HESS
a. Member of Ministerial Council for Defense of the Reich

(B-17 )

9 0 LAMMERS
a. His position in Ministerial Council for Defense of the

Reich (B-17-20)
b. His ro~~ in lawmaking after 1938 (B-20-21)

10. VON NEURATH
a. Member of the Secret Cabinet (B-12)

An analysis and summary of the interrDgation follows. Trans­
cript references designated IIA" refer to the transcription of
the morning session; and transcript references designated liB"
refer to the transcrip tion of the afternoon session.

L~~-":! f:>-·· t:.~:.: .),.:4"':-.:; ;~'- .. T" :,r:.t-: ,,:·.:..i.·"'·~1:·

Law tor the Defense of the Rei~h: On or about 21 May 1935,
there was passed the law for the Defense of the Reich. This
was a secrot law(A-lO) in the sense that it was not published,
(A-23). According to Frick's recollection, the law remained in
this so-called unpublished state until 1939 (A-29). Frick statec
that in point of fact the secret law did not b.ecome a law until
it was pUblished (A-23).

Frick stated that he believed that Stuckart assisted in fram·
ing this law (A-24).

The law for the Defense of the Rei c4 provided for the so­
called Reich Defense Council discuBsed hereinafte~ (A-23).

Reich Defense Council: ,The Reich Defense Council was provided.
for by the law for the Defense of the Reich (A-23). Until the
creation of the Ministerial Council for the Defense of the Reich
(discussed hereinafter), the Reich Defense Council was the su­
promo executive administrative body of the Reich in matters re­
lating to planning and. preparatio~ for warfare.
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rrh,e Reich Defense Council, to the best of Frick's recollection.,
never held any meetings (A-24-27, B-9). The Reich Defense Council
was too large and unwield~ for' pl"a'.ctical operation and conse"",t;'::- ;". ~
quently most of the war time planning was in fact done by the
Pl::enipotentiary fa' ~d.I.'liniat-ration a:nd -the- l'le~po,tenti~ry f.,or E~'Onpr.1Y.

as discussed hereinafter (B-12).
Becauso of the fact that the Reich Defenso Council was such a

large body and consequently unwieldy, the.so called Ministerial
Council for the Defense of the Reich was formed and it was this
organization, with th8 Plenipotentiaries, which carried on most
of th~ preparations for war (B-14-15).

t~~~isterial Council for the Defense of the Reich: The Mini­
sterial Council for the Defense of the Reich was created on or
about 3 August 1939 (B-13) •. This' orgo.nization was "nominated tl by
the Reich Defense Council and the nominees were therefore '1·.a.p~'" ~.-::

pointed" by Hi tier, who was President of the Reich Defense Coun~,
cil (B-13-14, B-9)~

The Ministerial Council for the Defense of the Reich, upon its
establishment, became the highest executive body in existence,
sUbjoct only to supervision and direction from Hitler (B-15). The
only exception to this was that it had no jurisdiction in matters
that were purely military (B-15). "

, it an early point of his interrogation, Frick stated that the
Ministerial Council for the Defense of the Reich consisted of
three persons (A-24). Later.1 however" he de clare d that it included
the following: Gooring as presiding officer; Frick (later Himmler)

•. ' 'I as Plenipotentiary for Admini s ~ra tion; Funk as PlenipotentIary
... for Economy; a representative of the OI~V; and possibly Schacht
'I ,(B-15)-. At a latEr point in the testdJmony Frick declared that

'Hess also was a member of tne Council, acting as the Pa.rty repre­
sentative (B-17).

According to Frick, the Ministerial Council never held any
'~',:, meetings. All acts of tho Coup.cil wore performed by means of mo­

-'. morande.. circulated. to the various members (B-16) ..
1~ .

; '.'~ .~
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J,.r~fSubject:only to' the supervis:l,onand dir~ctio n of ~~itler(B-$)"
..; who .was tJ;ie Pre sident of this body (B-14),. the Reich .Defense '
k"CouJ;lcil consisted of approximately forty persons (B-9), including
,'all' Cabinet Ministers, representatives of the Wehrmacht, ~nd the

, 'I Ministry of Interior in its capacity as Ministry of:J)efense and
" .' ~lso the Ministry of Economy (A-24).

, ,

~\ ':.' The purpose of the Reich ~)Defense Couneil was to m.ake plans and
i "'preparations for Vfar and war time decree s (B-9), although such
, decrees were not published until the organization and activation

," .' of the Minis torial of Council for Defense of the Reich (B-9..10) •
• "'-.1'
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The lvlinisterial Council had the power to' iss~e'directive~ hr",vi'ng th;/';, .. '
, ./' f

effect of law (B-16)iand as a matter of fact, the Council is'suf-;cl :many' \ :'.
decree laws, in the fall of 1939" which laws were ~sed upon plans ,which ,;
had previously been prepared by the Reich Defense Council (B-9-l0) and the
Plenipotentiarie.s'(B-16-l7). Some of the laws and decrees enacted by the:
Council were prepared and subbitted fOr' enactDont by the so called Three,
Man College (B-5).,

According to Frick, no laws or decrees were actually prepared by the
:r.iinisterial Council •. Instead prospective l?-ws and decrees were prepared' '! f
in the office of the particular Ninistry, and were then subLlitted for, : I'
approv8.l to the Pleni-potentiary for Administration or to the Plenipotentiary';,,'
for Economy. After a:pproval" the Plenipotentiary would trl:\nsl'li tit to
Lammers, who w<:s the secretary p,nd business manager of the !Jlinisterial
Council. To the best of Frick's recollection, no· oember of the Council ever,~',\"

, 't'f) l

objected to a dra.ft submitted to the Council by either of the Plenipotentiari,ee '
The Ministerial Council U1Jon receipt of drafts from the Plenipotentiaries <:'
and in the a,bsence of objection, enacted or passed the bill a.nd it thereby c' '~J

bec~me a decree or law (B-17-l8).

Laws of decre·'s enacted by the Mini steri?l Council were signed only
by Goering and by the Plendpotentiaries (B-18).

Frick stated that the enactments of the MlnisteriRl Council were
ca,lled "directives" although he declared that such eIlB,ctnents hpd the
of laws or decrees (B-19).,

The direc tives of the Mini,steriat Council generAlly were subl'li tted to, r

Hitler for his approval;, but it was the f"mction of Laor.lers, who WA,S

secretpry of the Council, to preserve a liaison between the Council p,nd the :,1:
Chancellory so that nothing would be done which Qi~ht be contrar.y to Hitler~s

wishes (B-19-20). ... ,.
I .' ,. ~ r.s:

Frick stated that at an early dRte, possibly as e~rly as 1938, Hitl~r
began the practise of signing laws and deere's lion beht>lf of ll the v8ricus ' ':
cabinet winisters. on the theory that he and LamL1ers were representative and~·
had euthority to sign for the various uenbers of the cabinet. The result
of this practise was by Hi tIer' (B-ZO-2l). Frick stated however, thp t to '
the best of his recollection the Ivlinisterial Council retFtlned the function
of iSSUing directives until a late dPte (B-21).

-5-
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· ,,' ' 'Plenipotentiary;< far Administrn.:bion: The post of Plenipotan-
t ' tiary for Adininistration was created at or about the ti~~ of

the po.ssage of the law for the Def.ense of the Reich. Fr~ck was
appointed to this post o.t the time of its ,ero.':ltion in 1939 •. At
ono pm~nt in his testimony he sto.tud that he was o.ppointed by ,
the Reich Dofense Council (B-IO). Subsequontly however, he sto.tec
tho.t he was appointod by Hitler (B-ll,28). The fnct is thD.t~he
was probably (like the Ministerial Council) llnominatedll by the
Roich Council for Defense 'and "o.ppo inted lJ by Hitler.-, .....

I

The Pl~n1potcntiary f~ Administro.tion was entitled to pro­
mulgate decreo laws but nevor did so (B-5). The bulk of the work

of thi s PIon! potonpic.ry was planning o.nd proparn. tion for \'7D.r
. (B-4,8,11)~

The functions and powers of the Plenipotentiary for Adminis­
tration consisted of coordino.ting and supervising certain of the
cabinet posts. Tho Minister of JU~3tico c.nd the Minister of Edu..
cation wore ~mong tho co.binot officers which were subject to
such control by the Plenipotontiary for Administration (A-32-33).
This supervision, however, extended only to matters which relatec
to preparo.tion for war (A-32).Undor this organisa.tion laws re­
lating to preparation for war would bo dr~fted in tho particular
Ministr¥ involved and would then be submitted to the Plen~poten­
tiary cnd if approved by the lotter, it ~ould then be presented
to tho Ministerial concerned for the Defense aT tho Reich(A-30
-31). Prmor to the establishment of the Ministe~iD.1 concerned
for the Defense of tho Reich (August 1939), drafts of laws and
decrees were submitted to the Plo~potentiary by tho varioys
Ministries and if approved by the P1en1potentiary woro retained
for subsequont passago D.nd putting into effect. The Plenipoten­
tiaries had powe.r to enact decrees during this poriod but the
P1en1potent1hary for Administrc. tion never did so (B-4-5)., Gonerf~l­
ly all laws and decrees originated with the various MinistDt~es

ruthor than with 01 thor of the rlcni potentiD.ries (B-2).,

Frick wes P1on;potentiary for Administration until August1943
At th~t time Himmler became Minister of the Interior ~nd at tho
sume time P1on1potontiary for Adminis tration (B-20 ),.

Frick stated th~t Stuck~rt should be fami1io.r with what he
. (Frick) did in his cc..po.ci ty ['.s Plen! potenpicry for Admin:istto.ti:.0n,~.::

Plonipotontiary for Economy: The post of Plonipotentiary for
Economy was simil~r to that of Plen1potentiQry for Administratio.
elKl!topt tha.t it suporvised and coordinr,ted the work of lVtin;hsteri(;~

1 which were concerned with economy, r~ther than administration.
Tho authority for tho two Plenipotontiaries aroso from tho sC'-mo
1uwI tho posts wore- ~~ated at the snme time, and the functions

1~1!;!!:;t1r'\.. wero the same, i.e.1 to pl'c:n. c..nd propo.re for wnr(B-8,llc.nd A-29).

The P10n1pot,:mtio.Y'y far Econom"bl iSSUvd c.-l:, lnn.st one docrue
law, establishing C\ food rationing ffYstcm in the H01~~ (o_~)-~ -
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There WI:',S one distinction between the powers alld. funct'ions \)f.'. the. two.
Plenipotentieries. The Plenipotentiary for Administration. as :J.~,,,licated

. above, ac;ted without supervision other th"'n thPt from Hitler B.nd the
Chancellory. The Plenipotentiary for Economy, however, acted under the
supervision and direction of the Four' Year Pla.n,.~nd everything done by the
Plenipotentiary for Economy had to be done with the a.pprov~l a.nd egreement
of Goering~ as head of the Four Year Plan (A-32).

Under the Plenipotentipry for Econooy were the following:
Ministry of Labor; ~inistry of Econooy; Ministry of Food, ~ndt to a certain
extent, Ministry of unitions (A-34-35).

Ministeries independent of either the PlenipotentiarY for Administration
or the Plenipotentiery for EconoffiY: There were certain hinisteries which
were inQependent of either of the Plenipotentiaries. The Ministry of
Finance we s only partly subject to the supervision of the Illenipotentia.ry
for Econooy. The Ministry of Propaganda w~s entirely excepted from the
supervision of Plenipotentif'.ry for Adr.1ini s tr8 tion e.nd Illenipotentia.ry for
Econo~y as were the Ministry of Trensport and 'Ministry of l~il (A-30).

Three V~n Colleee: As indicpted ebove, the Plenipotentip-ry for Adm1ni~­
trption flnd the Plenipotentiflry for Econor:1Y hpd the right to enact la.ws
El.nd decre.'s. However, this pOWf'r w"s subject to the provision thpt such
laws ~nd ciecreas would h~ve to be enacted with the agreement ~nd approval
of the OKW. This body (i.e., the two' Plenipotenti~.r1e8 B.nd the OKW) came
to be known e.s the llThree MP:n College tl (B-4-5)~

-
The office of the Four Year Plan nlways had a certain degree of influence'

in connection with the ~cts of the Three Man College due to the fact thet
the office of the Four Yeer P1A.n supervised ~nd directed to a certain extent
the Rctivities of the Plenipotenti~ry for Econooy (~6)

Most of the Activities of the Three Man College consisted of planning
and preparation rpther th~n the actual enactment of lAWS and decrees. Upon
the est~.blishnent of the inisterial Council for the Defense of the Reich,
many of the drpfts of laws and decrees which had been prepe.red by the
Three Man College were put into effpct (B"6~7).

The Three Man College wps never ecpowered by the Reichstag to enfl.ct
laws or decrees (B-8). However, the decrees of the Three Man College were
derived from the Reich Defense law of 1935 (B-8)~

The Secret Cabinet Council: The Secret Cabinet Council ~.s estpblished
in 1938 and consisted of a number of Ministries, inclUding the Ministry of
Propoganda, the hinistry of Defense and the Foreign Ministry (B-12-l3) •.
This Council WAS organized solely for the purpose of"creating a post for
von Neurath, who had been removed and replaced as Foreign Minister, and
von Neurath was given the post of presiding officer of the Secret Council
(13-12). Actually this Secret Council perfaroed no pract.icf>.l funotion
wha tsoever (B-12).,
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,I" f, , \ _,. •

; ~~ ~~~~~~~ *?t al~~"'J' _: ~ '~.~ fd
tMt'k taken 'by M'i'. So.ckott i~ tho courso of two s~~~...,,.. .
first hold' during the morning of 13 Octobor 1945, ~nd th~ ~~
held during tho a.ftornoon of tho SQmc day.

Tho testimony of Frick during those two interrogations relntc
to v~rious mea.sures and a.dministra.tive bodies crea.ted for tho
purposo of p1~nning ~nd ca.rrying on prcpo.ro.tions for wnr in tho
Reich. In the courso of the interrogntions, Mr. So.ckett was

.o.blo to cleo.r up corta.in problems in connection with tho org~ni­

zntion o.nd ~unctions of tho fol1o~ing a.dministra.tive officos nnd
bodies: tho RoichDefonse Council (sometimos referrod to ~s tho
Reich Council for Dofonse); tho Ministeria.l Council for Defenso
of the Roich; the Threo Man Collugo; tho Socret Council; the'
Four Yoar Plnn i the Plenipotentiary for Ad.oinistrat~on; and the Plenipo-
tentiF\ry for Econo::y. .

On tho ba.sis of documont['~ry :.nd othor evidenco which hc.s been
exo.mined sUbsequent to tho interroga.tions summarized nbove, it
appeo.rs tha.t mo.ny of the st~tements mnde by Frick arc in~ccurnto

6r inconsistent. Consequontly, it is intended thnt further inter­
rogc.tions of Frick ~nd others should be conducted with a. view
townrd correcting such ino.ccuro.cies. Further,o. ca.roful exo.mino.­
tion of 0.11 documonta.ry ovidunce should bo mnde~ in tho light of
Frick's intorrog~tions, with, a. view to explaining and further
defining tho informa.tion givGn by Frick.
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