OFFICE OF U. S. CHIEF COUNSEL -
FOR THE PROSECUTION OF AXIS CRIMINALITY

NTEZERROGATION DIVISION SUMMARY

Interrogation of BRICK, "/ilhelm
By:lir. Sackett, 13 October 1945, a.m. and p.m., Nuremberg
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PERSCNS AlTD ORGANIZATIONS IMPLICATED, AND SUBJECTS

FRICK, Wilheln

2

be

fe

Law for the defense of the Reich (A-10, A-23)

Reich Defense Council i
(1) Supreme Bxecutive Body of the Reich in matters, re=:::
lating to preparation for war (A-23, B-9-10) ‘ ‘
(2) Memberships (B-9, A-24) s
(3) Relation to liinisterial Council for the Defense of t |
the Reich (B-9-10, B-14-15) |
(4) Relation to Plenipotentiary for Administration and !
Plenipotentiary for Economy (B-12, B-14~15)

Ministerial Council for the Defense of the Reich

(1) Bis creation (B-13)

(2) Since 1939 highest executive body (B=15)

(3) Membership of the Council (B-15, B=17)

(4) Power to issue laws and decrees and procedure of mak- .4
inz such laws and decrees (B-~16-17-18-19 .
(5T Relation to Three Man College (B=5) TR
(6) Relation to Reich Defense Council (B=9-10)
Plenipotentiary for Administration

(1) Prick's appointment to his post (B-10, B-11,B-28)

(2) Planning and preparation for war (B-4-8-11)

(3) Frick controlled - as Plenipotentiary for Administra=--
tion - the Ministries of Justice and Education in matters
which related to preparation for war (A-32-33, A-30-31} :
(4) Procedure for law making (A-30-31, B-2-4-5)
Flenipotentiary for Economics

(1) supervision of work of ministries concerned with
economy (B~8-11, A-29% _

(2) Plans and preparation for war (B-8,B-11,A-29)

(3) Issue of ILaw for food rationing in Reich (B=5) |
(4) Supervision by Goering as head of Four Year Plan(A-32)
(5) Subardinated ministries: Ministry of Labor, Ministry

of Economics, Ministry of Food and Ministry of kunitions

3 (A~34~35)

Ministries in relation to the Plenipotentiary for Adminis~
trationnend Flenipotentiary for Economy

(1) Independent were the linisters of Propaganda, Transport
ceAdliM2ll (A-30) y

(2) Pourily suoject %o dupsrvision of flenipotentiary oi’
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(2) Partly subjecttto supervision of Plenipotentiary of
Bconomy was the linister of Finance (A-30)
ge Three lian College
El) Me?bers were the two Plenipotentiaries and the OKW
B-4-5
(2) 411 laws and decrees: of the Plenipotentiaries had
%o be)enacted with agreement and approval of the OKW
B=45
(3) Relationship ta the office of the Four Year Plan(B-6)
(4) Main sctivities of Three lan College were: Planningand
preparations of laws (B-6-7)
(5) The Three Man College was not empowered by Relchstag
to enact laws, but they were derived from the Reichs
Defense Law of 1935 (B=~8)
he The Secret Cabinet Council
(1) Members: 4 number of ministries, including Ministries
of Propaganda, Defense and Foreign Minister (B-12-13%}
(2) No practical functions solely organized for the pur-
pose of creating a post for von Neurath (B-12).

STUCKART

a, His part in framing the law for defense of the Reich(A=24)

b, Witness for activities of Frick, as Plenipotentiary for
Administration (B=20)

HITRERC

8. President of Reichs Defense Council (B-9, B-14)

be Hitler appointed the members of Ministerial Council for
Defense of the Reicgh (B=-9, B=13-14)

c. Supervision and direction of Ministerial Council for the
Defense of the Reich (B=15)

d, His approval of laws of the Ministerial Council for the
Defense of the Reizh (B-19-20)

es He signed laws on behalf of ckbinet ministers afterl938
(B=20=-21)
f. "He supervised Plenipotentiary for Administration (A-32)

GOERING _
a, Presiding officer of Ministerial Council far Defense of
the Reich

b. He signed laws and decrees of the Minisberial Council for
Defense of theReich (B=18)

c. As head of the Four Year Plan he supervised Plenipotensiz>i
tiary for Economy (A=-32)

HIMMLER
a, Plenipotentiary for Administration after August, 1943 .
(instead of Fridk J (B~20)
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6+ FUNK
8 Tembeg of Ministerial Council for Defense of the Reich
B=15
be Plenipotentiary for Economy (B-15)
7¢ SCHACHT
&, Member of Ministerial Council for Defense of the Reich
(B=15)
8, HESS
a2, Member of Ministerial Council for Defense of the Reich
(B=17)
9 LAMMERS

a, His position in Ministerial Council for Defense of the
Reich (B~17-20)
be His rolé in lawmaking after 1938 (B-20=-21)

10, VON NEURATH
2, Member of the Secret Cabinet (B=12)

An analysis and summary of the interrogation follows, Trans-
cript references designated "A" refer to the transecription of
the morning session; and transcript references designated "B"
refer to the transcrip tion of the afternoon session.

ILaw for tha T ense £ the Haichs

Law for the Defense of the Reiich: On or about 21 May 1935,
there was passed the law for the Defense of the Reich, This
was a secrct law(A-10) in the sense that it was not published,
(A-23). According to Frick's recollection, the law remained in
this so-called unpublished state until 1939 (A=29). Frick statec
that in point of fact the secret law did not become a law until

it was published (A=23).

Frick stated that he believed that Stuckart assisted in fram<
ing this law (A-24).

The law for the Defense of the Reich provided for the so-
called Reich Defense Council discussed hereinafter (A=23).

Reich Defense Council: The Reich Defense Council was provided
for by the law for the Defense of the Reich (A-23), Until the
creation of the Ministerial Council for the Defense of the Reich
(discussed hercinafter)s; the Relch Defense Council was the su-
preme executive administrative body of the Reich in matters re-
lating to planning and preparation for warfare.
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/."Subject only he' supervision and directio n of 7itler(B-2),
who was the President of this body (B=l4), the Reich Defense :
ouncil consisted of approximately forty persons (B=9), including
11 Cabinet Ministers, representatives of the Wehrmacht, and the
Ministry of Interior in its capacity as Ministry of:Defense and
‘also the Ministry of Economy (A-24).,

The purpose of the Relch ""Defense Coumneil was to make plans and
. 'preparations for war and war time decrees (B-9), although such
decrees were not published until the organization and activation
of the Minlsterial of Council for Defense of the Reich (B-9-1C),

The Reich Defense Council, to the best of Frick's recollection.
never held any meetings (A-24-27, B=9). The Reich Defense Council
was too large and unwieldy for 'praeictical operation and conse=u-:i:
quently most of the war time planning was in fact done by the
Plenipotentiary fa ®Hduinistratien end the Plenipotentiary for EBeonoay,
as discussed hereinafter (B-12).

Becausec of the fact that the Reich Defensc Council was such a
large body and consequently unwieldy, the . so called Ministerial
Council for the Defense of the Reich was formed and it was this
organization, with the Plenipotentiaries, which carried on most
of the preparations for war (B-14-15).

_ . iinisterial Council for the Defense of the Relch: The Mini-

- sterial Council for the Defense of the Relch was created on or

- about 3 August 1939 (B=13).- This orgenization was "nominated" by

- the Reich Defense Council and the nominees were therefore "ap=-i-:

pointed" by Hitler, who was President of the Reich Defense Coun=
cil (B-13~14, B=-Q),

“ The Ministerial Council for the Defecnse of the Reich, upon 1ts
. establishment, became the highest executive body in existence,

© subject only to supervision and direction from Hitler (B-15). The
only exception to this was that it had no jurisdiction in matters
that were purely military (B=15).

- A&t an early point of his interrogation, Frick stated that the
Ministerial Council for the Defense of the Reich consisted of

?fthreo persons (A-24). Later, however, he declared that it included *?ﬁ

the following: Goering as presiding officer; Frick (later Himmler) gﬁ
'es Plenipotentiary for Administration; Funk as Plenipotentiary ,g%
| for Economy; a ropresentative of the OKW; and possibly Schacht
(B=15)+ At 2 later point in the testimony Frick declared that B
Hess also was a member of the Council, acting as tho Party repre= .;%
sentative (B-17)., i

i

According to Frick, the Minisberial Council never held any ”é
‘meetings. All acts of the Council were performed by means of me= 5
morande circulated to the various members (B=16)., 5
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The ministerial Council had the power té 1ssue directives having th

effect of law (B-16); and as a matter of fact, the Council isBu-i many

decree laws, in the fall of 1939, which laws were based upon plans which

had previously been prepared by the Reich Defense Council (B-9-10) and the_

Plenipotentiaries’(B-16-17). Some of the laws and decrees enacted by the

Council were prepared and submitted for enactzent by the so called Three,
Man College (B-5)..

According to Frick, no laws or decrees were actually prepared by the :
Ministerial Council.. Instead prospective laws and decrees were prepared |
in the office of the particular Ministry, and were then submitted for . ey
approval to the Plenipotentiary for Administration or to the Plenlpotentiar
for Economy. After approval, the Plenlpotentiary would tranemit it to
Lammers, who w-s the secretary snd business manager of the Ministerial
Council. To the best of Frick's recollection, no member of the Council eve
objected to a draft submitted to the Council by either of the Plentpotentiarie
The Ministerial Council uvnon receipt of drafts from the Plenlpotentiaries
and in the absence of objection, enacted or paased the bill and it thereby '
beceme a decree or law (B-17-18),

Laws of decre s enacted by the Ministeriel Council were signed only ;"
by Goering and by the Plenipotentiaries (B-18).

Frick stated that the enactments of the lMinisterisl Council were actually
celled "directives" although he declared that such ensctnments hed the effect
of laws or decrees (B-19).. i

The directives of the Ministerial Council generally were submitted to.
Hitler for his approval; but it was the function of lLanuers, who was A
secretery of the Council, to preserve a liaison between the Council and the
Chancellory so that nothing would be done which might be contrary to Hitler'ﬁﬁ
wishes (B=19-20).

Frick stated that at an early date, possidly as early as 1938, Hitler
began the practise of signing laws and decre s "on behelf of" the varicus -
cabinet winisters, on the theory that he and Lemmers were representative an
hed suthority to sign for the various members of the cabinet. The result
of this practise was by Hitler (B-20-21). Frick stated however, that to
the best of his recollection the Ministerial Council retained the function i
of issuing directives until a late drte (B-21). )



+ Plenipotentiary far Administration: The post of Plenjpotan-
" tiary for Administration was created at or about the time of
. the passege of the law for the Defense of the Reich. Frick was
- appointed to this post et the time of its croction in 1939. At
onc point in his testimony he statcd that he was appointed by
the Reich Defense Council (B=10). Subsequently however, hc statec
that he was appointed by Hitler (B-11,28). The fact is thathhe
was probably (like thc Ministerial Council) "nominated" by the
Relch Council for Defense and "appointed” by Hitler.

The Plenipotentiory fo Administration was cntitled to pre- y
‘mulgote deerce laws but never did so (B=5). The bulk of the work .
of this Plenipotenbiary was planning and preparation for war

: (5'438311)-0 !

The functions and powers of the Plenipotentiary for Adminis=-
tration consisted of coordinating and supervising certain of the
cabinct posts., The Minister of Justice and the “inister of Edu~
cation werc cmong the cobinet officers which were subject to b
such control by tho Plenipotentiary for Administration (A=32=33)4 |
This suporvision, however, extendcd only to matters which relatcc
to precparation for war (A=32), Under this organisation laws re~-
lating to proparation for war would be drafted in the particular
Ministry involved and would then be submitted to the Plenkpoten=
tiary and if cpproved by the latter, it would thon be presented
to the Ministcrinl conccrncd for the Defense of the Reich(4—30
-31)., Prhor to thc establishment of tho Ministerial concerncd
for the Dofensc of the Reich (August 1939), drafts of laws and
decrecs were submittod to the Plond potentiary by the various
Ministrics and if approved by the Plenlpotontiary werc retalncd
for subscquent passage and putting into cffect. The Plenipoten-
tiarics had powcr to enact decrccs during this period but tho
. Plonipotenthary for Administration never did so (B-4-5),. Gonoral=

1y all laws and decreocs originated with the various Ministeries
rather than with cithor of the Plenipotonticries (B=2).

Frick was Plonlpotentiary for Administration until Augustl943
At that time Himmler became Minister of the Interior and at tho
‘same time Plentpotentiary for Administration (B-20),

Frick stated thot Stuckart should be familicr with what he -
- (Prick) did in his capacity as Plenipotcnpicry for Administration.:

Plenipotentiary for Economy: The post of Plenlvotentiary for
Economy was similer to that of Plenipotenticry for Administratio.
. exmecpt that it supcrvised and coordinated thc work of minksteric:
‘which were concorncd with cconomy, rathcer than acdministrations

Tho authorlity for the two Plenipotontiarics arosec from the samo
.law, the posts were craeatcd at the same time, and the functions g
‘woro tho samo, 1.¢ey tO Plem and proparc for war(B-8,1land A=29). i

. The Plendpotunticry for Economy Issuve ot lansh one deercc 'ﬁ%
1low, ostablishing a food rationing system in the Holuw (w-g) :
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" whatsoever (B-12).

Plenipotentisries. The Plenipotentiary for Administration, as .
above, acted without supervision other th-n thet from Hitler and the ,
Chancellory. The Plenipotentiary for Economy, however, acted under the @
supervision and direction of the Four Year Plan, and everything done by the .°
Plenipotentiary for Economy had to be done with the approval and sgreement
of Goering, as head of the Four Year Plan (4-32).

Under the Plenipotentiary for Econony were the folloﬁing:
Ministry of Labor; Ministry of Econonmy; Ministry of Food, and, to a certain
extent, Ministry of Munitions (A-34-35). :

! ) pende of eithe e _Plen ary f ninistra
or the Plenipotentisry for Economy: There were certain Ministeriee which
were inaependent of either of the Plenipotentiaries. The Ministry of
Finance wee only partly subject to the supervision of the Plenipotentiary
for Econony. The Ministry of Propagends w=s entirely excepted from the
supervision of Plenipotentiary for Administretion end Plenipotentiary for
Economy as werc the Ministry of Transport and Ministry of Mail (4-30).
Three Man Collese: As indic-ted sbove, the Plenipotentiary for Adminis-
tration and the Plenipotentiary for Economy had the right to enact laws
and decre-s. However, this power wes subject to the provision that such
laws and decrecs would h=ve to be enacted with the agreement £nd approval
of the OKW. This body (i.e., the two Plenipotentiaries and the OKW) ceme

to be known 28 the "Three Man College" (B-4-5). ;

Il
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The office of the Four Year Flan nlways had & certain degree of influenc
in connection with the acts of the Three Man College due to the fact that
the office of the Four Yeer Plan supervised and directed to a certein extent
the sctivities of the Plenipotentiary for Economy (B%6)

Most of the mctivities of the Three Man College consisted of planning
and preparation rother than the actual enactment of laws and decrees. Upon
the establighnent of the Ministerial Council for the Defense of the Reich,
many of the drafts of laws and decrees which had been prepered by the
Three Man College were put into effoct (B~6=7).

The Three Man College wes never empowered by the Reicﬁstag to ensct
laws or decrces (B-8). However, the decrees of the Three Man College were

derived from the Reich Defense law of 1935 (B-8). -
The Seoret Cebinet Council: The Secret Cabinet Council wae esteblished

in 1938 end consisted of 2 number of Ministries, including the Ministry of
Propoganda, the Ministry of Defense and the Foreign Ministry (B-12-13)..
This Council wes organized solely for the purpose of creating a post for
von Neurath, who had been removed and replaced as Foreign Minister, and
von Neurath was given the post of presiding officer of the Secret Council
(B-12), Actually this Secret Council performed no practicsl funotion
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,:.M%'Wi'm vegdiass of & swamoewy of Hac WW of 3
Podelr vokon by Mr, Scockott im tho coursc of two sessimas, Hie
first held during thc morning of 13 October 1945, and the Soteul

"held during thc afteornoon of thc same day.

Tho testimony of Frick during those two interrogations reclatc
to various mecasurcs and administrative bodics creatcd for the
purpose of planning ond carrying on preparations for war in the
Reich. In tho coursc of the intcrrogotions, Mr. Sackett was
.oble to clear up cortain problems in conncetion with the orgoni-

zation and functions of the following administrative officos and
bodics: the Relch Defense Council (somctimes referrcd to as the
Roich Council for Defonsc); the Ministerial Council for Dcfcense
of the Reich; the Three Man Collcuge; the Seeret Council; the =
Four Ycar Plan; the Plenipotentiary for Administration; and the Plenipo-
tentiary for Econouy. :

On the basis of documentary cond othor cvidence which has becn
. oxcmined subscquent to the interrogations summarized above, it

appecors that many of the statcments made by Frick are incccurate

:'_ br inconsistont. Consequontly, it is intended that further inter-

rogations of Frick ond others should be conducted with a vicw
toward correcting such inaccuracics. Further,a careful exomina-
tion of all documcntary cvidence should be made, in the light of
Frick's interrogotions, with a viow to eoxplaining and further
defining the information given by Frick.




