Testimony of HANS FRANK, taken at Nuremberg, 1
Germany, on 3 October 1945, 1430 - 1700, by {
Lt. Col Thomas S. Hinkel, IGD, 0USCCe. Also : !
present: lst Lt Joachlim Stenzel, Interpreter; {

and Pvt Clalr S. Van Vleck, Court Reporter.

COL. WINKEI, TO THE INT"RPRETER: ;

9 Do yon solemnly swear that von will truly and failthfully
interpret mv questions from ™n<1lls» into German, and the reaﬁonsaa of
the witness from German Iinto EFnglish, to the best of your ahility, se
bhelp you Cod?

A I do.

COL. HINKEL TO TLE WITNESS THROUCH THE INTERPRET®R:

Q This 1s e resumption of the discuasion we had this morning
regarding the nutritional situation in the General Covernment of Poland.
T want you to conslder that you are still under oath, and that the
statemants you make, are given or made on that assumption. Do you under-
stand that?

A Yes.

Q “ho had char;e of sstal'lishing the guotas on agricultural
products that were to be produced, or would be produced and taken from
the rolish peasants? '

0 That was determined by the Chief of the Four Year Plan,

Reichsmarshal Coering, and in collaboration with him by the Minister

for "ood and Mutrition. i
Q Was that done in a manner such as this: that 1s, you would

be called on to furnish so many thousands of tons of a particular foed,
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and you thereupon allocated 1t throurhout the Ceneral Covernment of
Poland?

A We attempted to handle 1t. A drastic example of that sort
was, for instance: 4in the year 1642, Relchsmarshal Goering simply or-
dered that the teneral Government of rPoland was to provide 700,000 tons
of foodstuffs, and, in addition, we were supposed to feed the military
occupatlion forees in the General Government of Poland. I thereupon
declared immediately that 1t was absolutely impossible and in nezotia~
tiona, that lasted between three and four weeks, T was able to reduce
the requirement to a basis that was more reasonatle.

Q To how many hundreds of thousands of tons was it finally
reduced? '

A It was reduced to 560,000 tons. FHowever, these were not
passed on to the ”eich; but they were also counted toward the reauire-
ments for the military occupation forces wlthin the government.

Q In other words, a total of 560,000 tons of foodstuffs was to
be supplled to the Wehrmacht and to Goering?

A Yes. However, I should say, about 80%, I should estinate,
remained inthe country and was consumed by the military.

Q Taking the 560,000 tons as an ex:mple, did you thereupon dis-
tribute to all the agricultural areas of the Ceneral Covernment of Poe-
lend a certain quota, or part of that 560,000 tons? That 1s, each sec-
tion had to produce a certaln percentage of the requirement?

A The harvest, naturally, was much higher than 560,000 tong.
Let's assume the harvest of that year might have been something 1ike
1,800,000 tons.
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Q That may be true. I am just intercated in the method by
which the procurement was done. Did you allocate it to the various
agricultural areas and call upon each to produce a certain amount of the
total requlred?

A Yen, certalnly, that was tha common procedure, but, naturally,
it had to be settled In such a way that, since ccrtaln dilastriets had
a larce surplus and some had none, these dAifferences had to be worked
out.,

Q Is 1t not a fact, that quotas were given that exceeded the
production cepacity for the individual farms in certaln areas?

A 7ell, if the productlon capaclty had been below the require-
menta, then we could ndot have cbtained it because they could not have
grovn lte.

Q Tust answer my ¢nuestion, yes or noe. Fach time, apparently,
that T ask vou a question, you don't answer it directly, but zo on inte
a rpeech that 1s not rxactly germane to the partieular question asked.
T wonld like you to confine your answers to the questions that are
asked, and 1f yen wih to make any nupplementary statements, I am glad to

have youn do 1t, but T want you to answer the question that 1s asked.

The guestion 1s this: 1is 1t not a fact that guotas were assigned to
areas, and to individual farms, which exceeded the productive capaclty
of those farms and areas?

A Noj3 that was never done. That was, incldentally, always

handled by the Agriculiural Sectlon in connectlon with the echlefs of



the villages, the Polish villages.

Q The Agricultural Section was under your direction and super-
vislon, was 1t not?

A Yes, naturally, there was as in other cases previously men-
tioned, a Chlef of the Agricultural Tivision. It was President Waumann.

Q With respect to the rations piven the Cerman population of
the Ceneral Covernment of Poland, and the Pollsh population, is 1t not
a fact that the German population was permitted both meat and egzs dure-
ing a ration period, while the Polish population was permitted only
meat or eggs, but not hoth d?ring the same ration period?

A No, T don't believe that, There was a gzeneral standard of
diet, which applied to everybody and, furthermore, what does the Colonel
mean with "Cermen population"? It 1s not quite clear to me.

Q The citizens of Oermany, the Reich citizens, who lived in the
General CGovernment of Poland, as opposed to the Pollish residents;

A Those were, incluslve of their femilics, maybe 20,000 at the
most, 1in comparison to the ten millions of Poles in the Ceneral Covern-
ment of Polande. Therefore, one cannot speak of a population, really.

Q Is it not a fact, that there¢ were a number of villages in
the Ganofal Covernment of Poland, where small farmholders and peasants,
who had no land of thelr own, were not glven food caerds?

A Noe That did not exist. Eilther he got the food In natural
form, like for instance the workers in a factory, or he got a card.

Q I am speaking particularly of the RPadom section,
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A "hich was very poof. That was the pooreat reglon oé Poland.

Q Are you sure the situation, which. I juét desceribed, did not
harpen there?

A Tf so, then 1t certainly would have been against, absolutely,
a1l the laws heecnuse that was ahsolvtely oprosed,

Q Provision was made, vas it not, for the furnishing of milk
to erlldren under three years of age?

A Yese I am sure of that,

Q Ts 1t not a fact, however, that in a majority of the dis~
trictes of the Genersl Government of Poland, the distribution of milk
was dlscontinued so that only a very few Polish children actually ever
got any? |

A That could have been only an absolutely isolated temporary
condition, caused, for instance, by the fact that possibly the resis-
tance movement burned down dairies, as I told you earlier this morning,
but that would have been ahsolutely isolated cases.

Q Is 1t not a fact that the 1ssue of foodstuffs, auﬁh as sugar
and marmalade and flour and cereal and even meat, was discontinued for
periods of several months iat a time? |

A That gquestion, = that is absolutely impossible. Then the
people wonld have starved. There always had to be a subastitute. If
there had been no meat, egys would be substituteds If there were no
epps, meat would be substituled, but there was always something to feed

those peoplee.
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Q Is 1t not true that, with respect to bread =~ probably the
most important of the rationed foods - the erman population was given
pure unadulterated rye bread, while the Polish populaﬁion was given
bread, which contalned adulterﬁnts?

A For the preparation of bread, thc seme¢ standards had to be
applied that obtalned In the Reiche In the Feich itself, there al:o
Was no pure rye bread. 'e had to mix it wlth potatoes or we had to
mix it with barley, whatever was handy. It would have been impossible
to do anything else, because, otherwise, the people of the Felch would
have sald "You are iiving in luxury there".

Q Do you recall the fermation of a committee to ald undernour-
ished Pollsh children?

A That would, no doubt, have been in connection with the Pollsh
Ald Committee that was created by me, and there we had done a lot in
common with the Poles.

Q Is 1t not a fact, that the activities of that committee were
discontinued in July, 19427

A Never. That has contlinued until the very end.

Q Is it not e further fact that 1t was positively prohibitead
by the Cerman authorlitiecs that any extra nourishment for Pollsh children
be furnished?

A That was tried, but it never aucceeded. The Cerman Relch,
under the guldence of Coering, always assumed that the Peich comes first
and everybody else comes afterwards, Thus we have taken a lot of mease
ures without any regard to the Reiche That helde true especlally after
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1942, vhen this awful decrme came out, and ever since then we made
ourselves rather independent.

Q Is 1t not a fact that schools, whieh had been opened for
¢children who were diseased in one way or another, that 1s, whe had
delicate health, were ordered to he closed?

A That wonléd have been possible only in the case that the
Webrmacht, the military, took awar a ccrtain school building for bile
lets. 1In that case, we made the greatest effort to find another bulld-
ing and house these schools. Thenwe were very often told that there
were many schools closed also in Cermany.

Q The gquestion 1s: dldn't that ocour? In other words, were
these schools closed?

A I couldn't recall any particular case at this moment.

Q Is it not a fact that sheriffs, or the equivalent office, in
the various districts received official instructions to liquidate any
activitiecs in connectlion with giving Polish children e xtra nourishment?

A Vo3 definitely not, certainly not from any office that was
under my control. We had over 800,000 Polish school children, and in
the service of the Ceneral Covernment there were at least 30,000 teachers
thet were pald by the State budget. We provided everything for these
school children, including a2 brand-new Polish reader, which was printed
in 800,000 copies.

Q Do you remember the time when meals were served to school

ehiléren at the schools?
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[\ Thet was continued in various parts of Poland to the very
end. '

Q Is 1t not a fact, however, that on January 6th, 1943, an order
was issued dlscontinuing this practice of feeding school children atb
the aschools, and that any feedinz thereafter was done in a surreptitlous
manner without the knowledge of the authoritles?

A Rot surreptitiously, certainly.
| Was any such order issued as T have described?
I have not issued any such decree.

Who did issue it, if you didn't?

» o > O

That is absolutely incomprehensible to me.

Q Weren't you in charge of the school system of the “eneral
Government of Poland?

A Exactly for that very reason I know nothing of that decree.

Q This is the first time you have ever heard of the order dls-
continuing free lunches for school children?

A Yes, definitely. I always had the impression that in that
field, more than in any other one, one could have the feeling of having
accomplished something satisfactory. In all the conversations T had
with the Polish Ald Commlittee, that subject was never brought up for
discussion. One always talked about the ald of chlldren and clothing
and so forth, but the guestion of nutrition of chlldren was never even
brought up.

Q Was the Krosno district within the Ceneral Government of Po=-

land?
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A Where 18 1t? In what part?

Q 1 am asking you. Do you recall that district?

A T conld not recall it.

Q As being within the General Covernment of Poland?

A Tt certalnly was not a district. There were only five dlae-

tricts and ¥rosno was certainly not one of them.

A what was the clothing situation for children in the Ceneral |
covernment of Poland?

A That was handled by the Polish Aid Committee, just exactly
like a lot of bther problerms, in nesotistlions with the Relch. The tex-
tile situation was quite complicated in the Generanl Government of Poe
land, because we hod to erect textile factorles; for all the textile
factories had fallen to the Reichs The greatest factory of textiles
was at Lodz, and Lodz was incorporated in the Relch. Our factory at
Tomazov had to be bullt anew. Ye always had to negotiate with the
Refeh, T mean for the importation of clothing and shoes, because we,
on our own power, could not provide them.

2 Tn what condition was the clothing for children in the Gen=
eral Government of Poland? Did they have any, or didn't they?

A Certainly there waes not enonch clothinz. There was always
a tremendons demand for clothinz. The bad thing was that also Rialystok
had fallen to snother power, to Pussia. That was the second textile
center. We had diffienltiecs with that all the time, and this situation

was eventually remedied by an official clothing collection which was
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* oconducted periodically.

Q Did you ever hear of the situation where Polish children

were used for blood transfusions?

A No« T know nothing about that.

Q This is the first time you have evsr heard of the fact that
healthy Folish children were being used in Cerman fleld hospltels for
blood transfusions to wounded soldlers and so on?

A Well, the very fact that the Colonel states that they were
field hospitals, indicates that those measures were measures of the
Wehrmacht, but such things never came to my attentlon.

Q They may have been the Wehrmacht hospitals, but the fact
of the matter is that Polish children were used, children who lived
in t he General CGovernment of Poland.

A I would beg that some tangible cases be brought to my

attention, because I know of none.

Q I am asking you to recall, 1f you can, the reports which you
received regarding this.

A Yes. I have asked myself, and T cannot remember any. We had
2 separate Illsalth Division, which was headed by the dlvision chief,

Q The districts of Poznan and Pomeranis were in Covernor Cen-

eral Poland, were they not?
A No3 they were not.
Q Neither of them?
A Noe« The borderline ran very unfortunately, in such a way that
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Warsaw lost all 1ts supporting reglon. The border, the frontier - the
border of the Reich, passsed 19 kilometers beyond 7arsaw and that created
an extremely difficult situation for Warsaw. :
Q Do you remember the detention center that was near Lodz?
Well, that rust have been in Poznanj that is in the Reich.

A
Q Yess but you knew of the existence of that center, did you

not ?

A ¥o. T know not of any svch center. Was it a war prisoner
center?

Q Veren't numerons deportees from Cerman-occupied Poland sent

into the feneral Government of Poland?

A We had discussed it already before; that was one of the most
diffieult things for us to solve.

3 From where did those people come?

A They all came from the reglons that had been incorporated in
the melich.

Q Yes, but didn't a good many of them come from that detention
center near Lodz?

A well, of that I could not say, or give you the exact #atl,
because all we knew was that the trains arrived and we had to provide
the medical personnel and the Ald personnel to take care of these terris
ble cases.

a "hen those trains arrived, weren't a good many of the people
on them dead from privation and exposure?

A Vot many, becanse the very first case that occurred, T used
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as a reason for one of my most violent remonstrations with the Relch
that T ever made, and I stopped that situation. Put most of them 4id
come from the reglons of Pognan and Pomeranla.

Q What were the five districts of the Ceneral Government of
Poland ?

A Radom, Cracov, Warsaw, Lublin, and for about two years, Lem=
berg, that 1s Calicla. Galicia that had formerly been Austrian.

Q Do you recall a trade school located at Gorllcef?

A Well, that I actually cannot know. It 18 a city in calicla.

Q Do you recall an instance where the students of thai school,
between the ages of 12 and 16, were surrounded by police cordons during
school hours, thereafter taken in lorries to the rallway station,
end transported to a temporary caup at Cracov?

A Noj3 of that T know nothing. It is the first time I hear of
it.

Q Do you recall, further, that these children were later trans-

ported to Cermany for forced latvor?

A I know nothing of that. That c0°1d be one of the cases that
I had already discussed once earller with the Colonel, where, for ine
stance, they surrounded movie housecs with police and tried te carry
away the spectators oi' the movie. That also 1s an example of the meths
ods with which the police worked.
Q We have already discussed the situation rega ding the destruction

of the schcol system in the Genersl Government of Foland. As 1 recall
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you made a statement settlng forth the efforts that you made to recon-
stitute 1t, so there ls no particular point in re-discusaing that at
this time.

A T should like to observe one thing on that, if I may.

Q fo right ahead.

A ¥y principal worry was the higher schools, because the ele=
mentary schools were going falrly well, but up until 1944 the German
Reich government refused to glve me the permission to run Polish High
Sehonls. "e had prepared even the smallesat detalls in confunetion with
the Poles, and 1t wound up in suech a way th;t we passed on the entire
teaching of the high schools to private institutions, and the same 1s
trve for universitles. 8ince the universities could not be opened, I
established so=-called academle courses, snd in these courses, we had
also examinations, throush which the degree for Doctor, and Lawyer,
and so forth, could he lasued, and the most important, naturally, in
Poland were the theologzical seminarles. There I obtalned for each
birhop the right to have one theolozleal seminary. The Papal Munzio,
Orsenigo, in Perlin, expressed the gratitude of the Pope to me, per-
sonally, for havin: stood up for the rigshts of the Catheliec Church in
Poland so well.

) The questions which T have asked you today regarding the
nutritionai situation, and other matters, particularly in connection
with children, T Aldn't make up out of my head. They were based on
material which was furnished by the Polish Red Cross.

A it ;he Colonel could have obtained the same reports from
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me regarding the difficulties that T have had with the Relch, and re-
garding the requlrements that were glven to the Cemeral Covernment from
the Reich} that would have made much more touching and pathetlc readinge.
If the Colonel had had occasion to read only cne of the reports that I
wrote to Berlin, regarding the trains brining refugecs and deportecs
from Poland, he would have had much more pathetic and touchin; reading
than all the other reports he has.

Q@ Didn't you write a report at one tlme, as a metter of fact,
in June, 1943, whereln you set forth some of the things about which you
have spoken; for example, in that report dldn't you state that the
nutrition for the population of the General Covernment of Poland was
almost completely insufficlent?

A Yes, certainly, and I had to do that bocause otherwlse Goer-
ing would have demanded, Heaven knows what, from me, I was contlnuously
in a defensive position.

Q pidn't you state, further, in that report, that a substantial
deterioration of the attitude of the population of the Ceneral Coverne
ment of Poland towards Germany, had been caused by, amonsy other things,
the rigorous measures used to obtaln labor forces?

A Yes, That T discussed earlier with the Colonel, That is one
of the examples where the police usec vary arbitrary methods in obtain-
ing laborers, but the military was not altogether innocent in this re-
gard.

Q Didn't you state, further, that the present nutrition of the
urban population, in the Ceneral Government of Poland, was not sufficlent

for even a bare-existence?
sl ( FRANK)




A That statement I had to make, becaunse just at that time GCoer-
ing had made a speech on the radio, in which he gaid that everything
but the emergency, or the last-ditch food, would be taken away from the
Foles.

Q Wasn't 1t a fact that sucl condltions existed, that the food

situation was not even on a aubsistonge scale?

A Well, T must insiast that one couldn't say that; our reports %
to the meich were alwaya worded in that fashion, in order to prevent the ]
Relich from making absolutely unreaaonable demands . |

Q Didn't you Turther state in that report, that other than
Polish nationalities, in the Ceneral Covernment of Poland, were substan-
tially better treated, which contributed to the bad feeling of the
Polish people against Cermany?

A well, yes, that naturally is connected up with the things that
we ciscussed this morning. That I stated in order to avold this re-
proach that was always made to me, that I was keeping too much for the

Poles.

] Dildn't you further state that a number of Cathollic prieats
hed been shot in concentration camps?

A . hether they were shot, I do not know, but certainly they
were arrested and I protested againat it all the time. I am very sure
of thate T always obtalned the lists of the arrestces from the Arche 1
bishop fapicha, with whom T always cocperated 1in meking the requests !
for release. He always came up to the castle and brought me the lists,

and then we dlscussed the matter and figured out how we could get these
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men released.

Q Didn't you further state, in the course of that document,
that the civlil administration of the "eneral Government of Foland was
able to furnish fermany with tremendous nutritional supplies te bulld
up sn armament economy In the feneral Movernment, which conld re exe-
panded to furnish millions of libor forc s to the armaments and to other
vital industries of the Relch, and finally to build up a smoothly func-
tioning communications network in the Ceneral Covernment for the deploy=-
ment of troops?

A That all was stated because I intended to chanze the antlr;
policy of the Relch in regard teo the “eneral Covernment,

Q Is it your stetement that what you reported in June, 1943
was correct?

A Thet there was a possibllity to bulld up the “eneral Covern-
ment of Poland, there is no doubt about thst, because up to 1943 we
had done a lot. We bhad roceived machinery that was turned over to us,
and we had developed ‘he country to a falrly hich sxtent.,

Q My guestion is this: did you or éld you'not in a report, make
the statements thet were just given to you?

A Tf the Colonel has the report bofore-him, then he should be
able to draw oxacfly the same asort cf pleture that T drew in my previous
statements; that 1s, the possibllity of great reconstructlon,

Q That is all right. I ﬁm askiﬁg you now, however, whether or
not you made the statements In that report, that were Just ylven to you?t
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A The words, naturally, I cannot poasibly r emember, because
1t is too long awo, but the contents of t he report certainly were al~
ways to develop the ccuntry, and in that I succeeded.

Q And you succeeded along the lines indlcated by the words
that T have attributed to you in this report?

A cuceseded in the sense that for hundreds of thousands of
people we have provided work and food.

Q I will show you the report some time, so that you can take
a look at your own words, and see 1f you look at them now, as you did
then., Is 1t not a “aect that one of the policles pursued in the Gener-
al Covernment of Poland, was that of mass responaibilityy that is, if
a person committed an act and escaped, why, then punishment was visited
on his Tamily?

A If suech a osse ever happened, then it was merely an applioca-
tion of a statement that had been colned by Adolf Hitler in Cermany.

Q You know whether it happened or nots. You were there for five
ané a half years. Why do you say "if i1t happened"? You know it happ-
ened.

A Woe

s} Yon deny that that hapﬁened?

A Yes; T doj that 1t was ever done officlally, I absoclutely
deny, 7hat the police may have done, I cannot knowe

0 Didn't you approve of the police policy in thet regard, es-
pecially, in the cases of assassinations, or attempted assassinations
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of GCermans, or destruction of vital Installations in the Ceneral Cove
ernment of Poland?

A Noe

Q This 1is the first time you have ever hesrd that?

A 0f mass responsibility I have heard, and T remember reguest-
ing information from Lammers on whether that was actvally a law, when
the first cases were brought to my attentionfrom Cermany.

Q Who was Illmer?

A No3 I don't know him.

Q Do you know an 88 Sturmbahnfuehrer Joachim Illmer?

A Noe

Q He was the commander of the Sipo, and the 3D at Radom on 18
July 1943.

A I know nothing of him. The personalities of the police and
the SS were never glven to us. If I ever got to know any of the names,
it was always maybe in connection with some general list of them, but
officlally these people did not belong under my jurisdiction.

Q Well, let me show you what Illmer seld ebout youe. T show
you a photostatic reproduction of a document dated 19 July 1944, pur=
porting to bear the signature of Tllmer. This document is 1dsntifled
for the record as I-37, I ask you to read that document and see if
you oan ldentify it after you have read 1t?

A VExamining document). The Relchsfuehrer of the S8 has ordered
this in acoord with the General Government. That 1s a typleal case.

I never was glven any knowledge of this law, and I have never learned
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of 1t. T wish that the Colonel would turn to all my collaborators, to
my entire staff, to find ocut whether the Reichsfuehrer of the 83, in
any sinsle relatlon to this particular document, asked my permission
or anthority. I am very grateful that you have shown me this document.
I am very glad that the Colonel showed me tlls document, because 1t
gives him an 1dea of the fact that the Reichsfuehrer of the S8 could
lssue decrees, and that In order to give weight to these decrees, then
he would append the ending that all this was done in accord with'tha
Ceneral Covernment, without consulting me.

Q If the Felchsfuehrer 85 hsd the anthority to lssue the decree
in the first place, he wouldn't need to add any statement thet it was
done with or without your advice and consent; and if, as you say, he
hed that anthority, then 1t seems to me that for him to add any sych
statement Aldn't increace that authority one 1little bit,

A There was no need for 1t.

Q Why 414 he de 1t?

A Recause he had issued thousands of decress in which this end=
ing was not addod.

Q Why did he add it in this decree, if he issued so many decrees
where he didn't ad your name?

A That he certainly must have done, in order to calm down the
offieclals who were not under the police, who were under me, and who
naturally would have been extremely distmrbed by this kind of legisla=
tien.

0 Do you mean to take the position that the police would, withe
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out your author1ty; put your ann on an officlal document of this na-
ture? |

A That they have not dénc once, but they have done it a hundred
times, and T have always had to protest against 1t, There have been
bllls posted, in whieh 1t was stated that this was 1ssued in accord
with the General Government, and I had to have these bills removed.

Q Why 414 they do 1t%

A They wanted to hide behind my name. That 1s what 1t was.
This document, especlally -« I wish that 1t could be used as an example.
All the gentlemen could be consulted on it, because then, poseibly,
we could kill this entire nbtion. It 1s terrible to be even connected
with such sort of thing, and they knew wxactly why they dld 1t.

Q And yet you were there for five and a helf years, weren't you?

A For five years I fought, _

Q Yess you fought what is known as & good losing fight.

A The Colonel should only investigate why T made all these des~
perate speeches in public in 1942,

Q This 1s 1944, and the report, about which T asked vou, was
dated 1943,

A Then you should ask Iammers, Reichsminister Lammers, why the
Fuehrer had never accepted my requests for resignation, because he
oould.not find an acquiescent person for these things, and for reasons
of forelgn policy I was retained on my post.

Q As a result of the application of the mass responsibility
policy, is it not true that thousands of children in the General Covern-
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ment of Poland were made homeless and made orphans?

A If 1t had been applied, or if it has been applied, it certain-
1y had that consequence. A specific figure I have never heard offlcle
ally.

Q Didn't you report in June, 1943, that one of the messures,
whieh had led to a substantial deterioration of the attitude of the pop=
ulation of the fCeneral Covernment of Poland towards Cermany, was mass
arrests and masg shootinss by the ferman police, in accordance with the
system of collective responaibility? '

A I certainly am convinced that I did not do that. In general,
my proteata were nlways against the measures of the police.

Q #1th further reference to this report of 19 June 1943, did
you not state therein that one of the measures which had led to a sub=
stantial deterioration of the attitude of the population of the General
Government of Poland towards Cermany was the confiscation of a majop
part of the Polish estates and the exappropriation of Polish peasants?

A That referred to one very speclific case, towhich I made re-
ference then. Tn a certain poption of the southers district of Lublin,
overnight, so to speak, the police and the 58 had chased out the Polish
farmers, and had brought in Cerman settlers from somewhere in Russia,
whom they wanted to settle in this area. We had to make the most
frightful efform in order to ret new homesteads for these people in
some other portion of the Ceneral Governmeﬁt. There was the same thing
when the Army increased its combat training terraine« They would merely
take over a village and leave to us the responsibility to provide new

21 ( FRANK )




homes and new homesteads for the people.

Q In line with that, didn't you state, further, in that report,
that one of the causes for the deterloration in attitude towards the
Germans was the encroachments that had been made upon Industry, freipght,
and private property?

A Certalnly, it happened that a traln was passing, and then the
police and the Army would come and clean 1t out completely.

Q How about industry and private property? Did you not also
set forth those encroachments on t hose as contributing to thls deter=-
"lerntion of feeling towards Germany?

A Encroachments? It wasn't 'xactly anything in the way of ex-
propriation, but rather sort of temporary occupation of an industrial
concern, if the industrlal owners were in the occupled territories;
that was more or less along the same lines as what was being done by
the military government everywhers, and evenat present in Cermany. Tor
instance, in the case of the Hermann Coering Works, they would merely
come in and take over a certd n 1ndu;tria1 establishment th-t possibly
belonged to the General Covernment, and in that case there would be
lon; negotiations in order to safeguard the administration of this fac=-
tory independently. I recall one incident where an industrialist came
from the rReich and offered me 3,000,000 gloty for an industrial estab-
lishment that would have been worth 30,000,000 zloty, and naturally I
balked at that sort of an arrangemente

Q Included in these mmesures, which had led to a2 substantlal
_detorioration in the feeling towards Germany was the extensive pareliza-
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tion of cultural life. Do you rememher that?

A That was my continucus fight. I, for instance, endeavored
to re-open the theatres, and I created a Polish Philbarmonic Symphony,
and I endeavored to revive all these cultural efforts, but the Relch
Propaganda Minlstry opposed that and contlnuouily tried to curb all
cultural enterprise. That bacame particularly acute when the theatres
and the concerts were closed 1in Cermany and, naturally, one demanded
the same thing from me in t'e General Government, and T turned it down,

Q Do yon remember including in these measures also the elosing
of middle schools and universities and the limitation, even exclusion,
of Polish influence in tie civil administration?

A I have always endeavered to create, parallel to the governe
ment of the Governor Ceneral, a native Polish government, and this was
at all times stopped by the Berlin government. Probably, the Colonel
was referring to that because actually there were about 200,000 Poles
in the government, or the civil service. But no doubt the Colonel was
referring to the higher sort of administration, to the effort of create
ing a separate government of Poles.

Q Do you remember includin; in those measures, the fact that
Cathollic influence had been restricted, including the cloeing and taking
away Trom the Catholle churoh'mon‘atarien, schools, charities, and
various institutions, in many cases with only a moment's notice?

A Wherever I could, T would stop these things, but the Oolonel

must remember th-t whenever 1 tried to stop any of these efforts, then



one would answer me saying that the same measures had already been
taken in the Reich, and that it was merely an effort to create a par-
allel system of.legialatlon in the Relch outside in the Neneral Covern=-
ment, For instance, the sanctuaries of Poland, In order to protect
them, I hsd placed under my personal protectlion. TFor instance, the
monastary of the Camaldulensian monks and the santuary of Czenstochawa
were under my personal protection, but on the other hand, one must
realize that when the milltary entered into a city, then the monastare
ies or the schools or the churches would 1 :medlately be taken over be-
cause they were the only stone bulldings. Everything else would be
of woode Then my efforts would be to try to protect these things and
to take them away from the military; naturally, T had not always success.

Q Do you recall setting forth in the course of this report,
thné the mass shoating of hostages mostly miassed the real oulprits, and
that in many cases the vietims of the shootin; s cannot even be regarded
as accessories, because unarmed as they are, they are subject to the
arbitrary peril of the guerillas?

A I have the definite convlictlon that the shootins of hostages
is the most ewful thing that anybody could do.

Q What happened in the Cenersl Covernment of Poland with re-
spect to that?

A What went on there 1s all lald down in my flles, and 1t must
be realized that when we first came into Poland, the siltuation was one
of an abesolute disorder and lawlessness. The milltary and the SS and

the police were absolutely at their will in carrying out measures withe
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out any con'rol from our side, but, gradually, that situation improveds
Whenever I learned of any such case, I merely started an investigation !

. and, norﬁally, after two or three days, I woulq be informed thﬁﬁ’thﬁi

cﬁiprits had been removsd or shot. : s F
o5 3 P N,
Q- Isn't 1t a fact, that the system of ghooting hostages was’

in effect in the Ceneral Covernment of Poland?.

o

A. . The contrary 1s correct. That was opviously the system tépt |

o i
J'_k

was used in the reclons that had boen tneorporated in the Reioh'nnd;f
né%urally, one should never forget that all theae things were always

broucht up 1n connectlon with the reslistance movement. One must not

forget that during those five years, a total of perhaps 8,000 Germans
had been killede.

Q ¥y question ls: were hostages shot in the Ceneral Covernment l
of Poland? ]

A Noe I must say noe It waa not a systeme I must deny that i
absolutely and vigorouslye.

" #] Why dld you mention it at all in the report that you made,

if the system was not in effect?

A “ven the faet that 1t was 1n the report 1s already untrme,
becange T always protested against anything that lookod like violenoce,

and because T considered that my particular task and duty to report.

Q I don't understand why you put it in the report that we have
been dlscussing, 1f the system wasg not 1in effeet in the General Coverne

ment of Poland.
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A It was not n systemes It couldn't be & systeme It would
have been 1solated cases, but in lsolated cases, one single case wouid
be enough for me to mention in a report and protest against it.

Q We have been discussing this report for quite & while and
we have gone through the substance of it, through interrogation. I
now show you a carbon copy of a forty-page report; the 4lst paze ls
the dlstribution 1ist of a report dated June 19, 1943. I ask you to
look at the last page thereof, and indlcate Lf that is not the way
that you indlocated on coples of reports, that the report had been pree=
pared and aubmiﬁtqd'to you? For the record, #he report is identifled
as 437-P8. I ask xou\to look st the last page and 1dentify the ar- .
rangement and wording appearing there, as being the usual menner in -
which you concluded reports, and the typed signature placed on the
coples thereof? i .
| ook Well, that "Gez Frnﬁk" ts not normal, because T normally
8igned reports mysélr. -

" Q This 12 a cnrbdn Qopy; naturally, you 8i ned the oricinal,

A ‘Coples would ﬁprmallyt}o certifrleds .Normally, the thing
would be certified by t;é Chief of the Chancellory, and would state
that this report hadfbeaﬁ slgned in orderly fashlon by the Governor .
| Genﬁrnl} but with this, I do not wish to say that this might not. be
- genuine. : - '

g Q You read the roport and see if it 1s not one that you pra-
pared nnd addroauad to tho Fuehrer. - o A

..
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A That could qulte well be the reporte.
0, Is it or isn't 1t°?
A The general plcture that 7 have, shows that 1t woﬁlﬂ be the
reporte.
0 Do you poslitively ldentify 't as the report?
A The thing that comes to my attantion,'and is somewhat sure
prising, is that at the end the signature 1s not certifled.
Q ¥y question is this: do yon positively identify that copy
before you, as being a copy of a report prepared by you and sent by

you to the Tuehrer?

A That obviouasly I cannot do because I do not have the original,
Q read the report and see if you cannot remember 1t.
A~ Put I would like to state ln that perlod, I have made a re-

port to Adolf Ifitler.

Q "ead that report, and seec if 1t isn't the report that you
did send. - ‘

A obviously, there seems to be no page missing and the typing
looks th~ samee

8] You may read it, if you =m0 deaalre, in order to assure yours
sslf that 1t 13 a copy of the report that you signeds (Passing docus
ment to witness).

A If all the thinse oprosings violence and ac forth, are men=
tiened in this report, 1t certainly 1s mines

q fead 1t and tell me whether it ie or is not, not whether it
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may be or whether 1t could be., T wat to know whether 1t 1s.

A If the Colonel so desires, T am perfectly willing to say that
it was the report, WYowever, I must say that unless I had the original,
I couldn't actually say that this 1s the actual report; but I do remem-
ber distinetly that at that partlcular time, T was compelled to aend ”
a cry for help to the Fuehrer, and I never recelived an answer to it.

1 recelved a report from lMinister Lammers that he would present the re=

'port to the Fuehrer, but I never heard anything further,

Q It isn't what I desire, or what I don't desire, with reference
to this report. The thing that T am interested in is whether it 18 we
and you can so state positively =~ a copy of the report that you did
submit, The only way that I see that you can determine that, is to read
i1t, and see 1f it doesn't refresh your recollection, as to what you sent
the Fuehrer oﬁ the 19th day of June, 1943,

A As a matter of principle, T conld not confirm the copy of any=
thing on which I dn_nét have the original, but, as T repeat, we want to
g0 ahead, and T am pdrractiy willing to state that this 1s a copy of the

reporte The object of trhis report was absolutely clear,

:Eg T invite your atﬁention to the handwriting appearing under
the ;;tding on the first page "Der Cemeralgouvenor" and ask you if you
can identify 1it?

A Noy I do note I do not know from whom this comes.
Q That 1s merely a file symbol there?

A This certainl& wag not marked dewn like that in Cracov.
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It seems to be a mark of the officer that received this report, for it
is not at all usual that one would write that bhing'under my neme.

Q Is there any doubt in your mind as to the authentleity of
thaf copy, which is before you?

A That 18 exnctly the question that yas addressed to me (re-
ferrins to the document), There was a Polish organization that had
turned to the Fuehrer for cooperation against Russla.

Q The reference you have made to a question appears on Page
2, does it not, of the report before you?

A Yes.

[#] You do reesll trat that gquestion was presented to you?

A Yoe T think that it was more general, FEverybody was sup=-
posed to take a posltion on that questions Waturally, I eould have
snewered that gquestion on one page, but I thought that this was a good
occceslion to e¢sll te the attention of Adolf Fitler the sitvation uws
a wholes

@  Then you do recall writin; that report, the copy of which
is before youj; 1a that right?

A It is difficult tc saye I certainly would like to‘aay, in
connection with the entire contents of 1t, that 1t 1s the report.

Q Is there any doubt in your mind, as to whether it is or 1s
not your report?

A There are always the same complalints that are formulated

(referring to the document)e It is a pity that the original ien't heres«

The oririnal must be with Adolf ¥Witler,




Q That may be, but my question is whether there 1s any doubt
in your mind as to whether that is a copy of the original, which was
submitted to Hitler?

A Let's say 1t 1s a copy.

Q Is there any further statement you wish to make with refer-
ence to this report you have just identified, as belnz a copy of the
report you submitted to Hitier?

A Observations regarding the contents of this report?

Q I am glving you an opportunity to make any further statements
that you would like to meke regardings it. T don't want you to make
a speech on 1t, but if there 1ls something you can state briefly and
sucelnetly, I would be glad to hear 1t.

A Then the Colonel should observe that, naturally, in the
making up of such a report, the principal objective wonld be to word
it In such a way that the Fuehrer would even read it. Therefore, 1t is
a plece of evidence that has to be evaluated diplomatically and, there-
fore, I should like to add that all the effort that T mentioned in this
| report had also to be pursued in other waya, because thls would never
have been adequato.

Q You didn't state any untruths In that report, did you?

A Various points were somewhat exaggerated.

5] There were some polnts substantially true, though, were there
not?

A To me 1t was most important to bring sbout a complete change

of attitude in the treatment of the General Government by Adolf [iitlers
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Q The statemenits contained therein were substantially true,
wore they not?

A The content of the document was such that I mentioned all
the principal points that worried ﬁao

Q My question 1s this: you have stated that parts or statements
contalnad in that document were exag:erated. My question 1st whether
or not ihe statements contalned in the report are not substantially true.

A T must say that in the pgreat lines, in grand contours, the
sttuation was 1like thls, but T naturally always had to consider the
thinrs thet ¥Fitler might pet ms Information from the 885 and from the
police and from the military.

Q You don't say now that the things contained in this report
are untrue, do you?

A Completely untrue, no, but they are occaslionally exaggerated.

Q Would you like to take the tinme to zo through and point
out those things whieh you consider to be exaggerated?

A Yese. 1 wish to say that my alm was to bring about a complete
chence in policy and there were many points in which I was absolutely
impotent.

Q Just point out the parts of the report that you think are
exn zerated,

A The entirely inadequate frod supplv was exacgerated. Point
one 18 the inadequacy of the food supplys My principal objective was
to reduce the demands of the militarys

Q The witness 1s referring to s statement contalned Page 10
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of the report, Now, what is the next one?

A The next point 1s also on Page 10, the conflscatlon of a
large portion of Pollsh real estate; for certainly, even afterwards,
the existence of very large Pollshreal estate Id continue, Tor ine
stence, when the Army wanted to set aslde some training terraln, then
they were always figuring that the (Governor Ceneral could diegpose of
many, many square milese.

Q What was the next point?

A We had about 18 trainin: areas for troops, which more or Ioss
amounted probably to about 300 scuare kilometers.

Q Never mind going into such cdetallse Juat point out the
sectlons.

A For instance, reference Point Three, naturally, T always
opposed the confiscation of small businesses for in Cermany, for in-
stance, they had large shoe Industries; whereas, In Poland, they had
only very small cobblers, therefore, the exletence of these small shops
was essentlal.

Q That refers to Pages 10 and 11 of the rsporte.

A The fourth was the problem of the police and of the shooting
of hostages. |

Q In what way are these things exapggerated, that you have stated
in the report were exaggerated, that is in what [ am interested.

A It was exaggerated in the sense that somebody could derive

from this report, the idea that all great real estate had been elimin-
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ated, or that every day mass recruitment of foreed labor took place,
or that every day there were mass arrests and mase shootings, and that
naturally was not true.

Q It did happen, though? They did happen on occasion, dld they
not ¥

A Naturally, those things dld take place, but the Colonel
should also remerher at all times that for the 88, the term "Ceneral
Government" dild not exist. The 87 called itself "°8 Command Fast".

Q Are there any other statements contalned in the report which
you consider to be exaggerations, other than those whieh you have
pointed out thus far?

A Does the Colonel want me to mo into any detalls?

Q T don't want you to go into so manyd-tallsj just polnt out
those parte that are exasrerations snd in what way they are exagpera~
tions.

A The paralyzation of cultural 1life, the closing of theatres,

all those were the polnts in which I was fighting continuously with the

Reliche
Q The witness 18 sgain referring te Page 11 of the reports.
A ¥y entire intention in enumerating these points, would have

been that if the Tuehrer had followse? me on these proposalas, then edue

cation and tranquillity in the General Covernment would have been possie

ble.

Q liave you now completed your statement with reference to the

report?
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A Yes., The Colonel should also consider this report a source
for information as te what difficulties I had in the General Covernment.

Q Thet will be all for now.

APPROVED:

NTERROGATOR
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