Testimony of HALS FUANK, teken at Nuremberg,
{lermany on 3 October 1945, 1030 - 1215, by
Lt Col Thomas S. Hinkel, IGD, OUSCCe Also
present: 1lst Lt. Joachim Stenzel, Interpre-
ter, and Pvt Clailr Tan Vleck, Court Reporter.

CCL., HINKEL TO TH' INT' RPRETER;g

] Do you solemnly swear that you will truly and faithfully in-
terpret my gquesticns from Fnglish into Cerman, and the reaponses of the

witness from Cerman Into ¥ngllish, to the best of your abllity, so help

you Cod?
A T do.
COL., IIN'FL TO THE WITNEZS THRDOUGH THE INTERPRETER,
Q “"hat 1s your name?
A Hans Yranke
Q You have herectofore been interrogated?
A Yes.
Q At that time, you were plaéed under oath?
A Yes.
Q Do you reallze that you are still under oath, and that you

have prormised to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth, so help you fod? i

A Yes.

Q You recall during the course of our previous discussions, that
we touched on the subject of the verious art treasures in the “eneral
covernment of Polancde Do you remember that?

A Yes.

Q Do yor recall issuinc a decree orderin, the conflacation of.
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these art treasures?
A Yes; as State property.
Q Do you recall when thils decree wos lssued?

“hat T cannot say exactly. Mav 7 say something on that

subject?
Q Yes.
A As far as [ can recall, thls decree was made to proteet art

treasures from getting out of the “eneral Covernment of Poland, sc that
I could hold them ror the State. T thou ht thst by saying that all
these ti ecasures were property of the “tate, I could safe mard them,

and I think that ! succeeded in safe uarding tiem for the State., The
General Government had a treasury of its own, a budget of 1lis own,
separate from the Reich budget. ¥For that reason too, T handled the
remaincer of the very last art treasures and brou ht them to the
DPircctor of the Munleh Museum, Dr. Johannes Puchner, in order to safe-
guard these treasures for the State.

Q %hat policy was followed by yon In carrying out this decree
that you lssued regarding art treassures?

A well, 1t was merely that a State ol ice was created that
made an effort to reclster all these art treasures and store them in
campas. In the course of this, a certain number - camps were estabe
lished and the camp, whose name I could not remember the last tine, 1s
at “ilanow near Warsaw, I add this merely because I oowld-not remem-
ber it. On the subject of all the art treasures, a great book was

compiled. This book was distributed to the varicus offices and was
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also passed on to the offlices of the Reilch.

4] As a ratter of fact, there were two decrees issued, were
there not, with re"erence to art treasuvres?

A “ell, T really can %t gay, hecause T do nct recall the de-
te 'la, But T only knom» that we safe/marded the art treasures for the
States Tf the Coleonel wante to ask a more d-tal led questicn, I might
rerembers.

Q vas there not a decree lssued on or about 16 December 1939,
perta ining to the confiseation of public art breasures in the General
Governurent of Poland?

A VYase That 1e the cne I meant, in order to safeguard these
art tremsures, so thst they wotld pass on to the State.

Q Was there not s seconc decree 1ssued on or about 24 Januvary
1040, pertalning to the conflascation of private property, including
art treasures?

A "all, that is possihles 'hat is gquite possible. If it is
montlioned in the b ok of decrees, then T just san't remembher it,

Q Don't yru remember now that you hnd power to not only confise
cate public art treasures, but alse those belonciny to private 1lndl-
vidnuals?

A T perasonally did not malk: any use of that decree. That would
have been the public oi lce that hsd charge of 1te

Q That may bej [ am not saylng that you perscnally went around
to pick up art treasures, but you lssued a decree, did you not, under

~B- ( FRANK )




which an office was establlshed for that purpose?

A That is perfectly possible. If it was mentioned in the book
of the decrees, then it was mede. I couldn't exactly say whether I
ought to say confiscated, or merely safegusrded.

) We won't quibble with words. My purpcse now 1s to ascertaln
your best present recollection of whether or not a decrec was lasued
pertaining to public art treasures, and mnother decreec was lssued per=
taining to private property, Including art treasures.

A I remember thls oniy because the Colonel says it now, because
from my own, T wonld not recall 1t. Tf 1t 1s mentioned in the Law
Review, then my name 1s under 1t and 1% shows 1t.

Q Well, it 1s mentioned all risht in "pas nRecht Des ‘eneral
Couvernements" .

A Then certainly it is true.

Q Do you recall whether or not these decrees provided for
fmprisonment for those persons who concealed works of art¥y

A. That I don't remember, It must all be in the book of the
decrees, but I certalnly can't remembcr all of these detalls.

Q Don't you have any present recollection regardin;, the decrees
that you girned?

A The Colonel should perhaps look at the book called "The Tawws
of the (Covernment (Generales There are actunally three velumos. It would
be absolutely impossible to remermber all the Laws that were In it,

Q That may be, but you were, particularly, Interested in art-
goellecting, were you not, because you placed in your quarters, Iin the

-t (VRAYK)



palace at which you lived In Cracov, a large amount of this art, did

you not?
A They were han:'lns there alre~dy vhen I came.
Q Yes; and didn't von also establish a room, or a number of

rooms, In vhich art was placed, more or less as a amall rallery?

A "o, not roomss. T set aside basement rooms, which were parti-
cularly fitted due to thelr thick walls to be used as storage rooms
for these art troasures.

) That 1s wlat I say, so you had this art =ith you, and you
gshonld know of it.

A The art treasuvres that were up in the castle remained in the
castle, because it al'waye hed been a sort of musewn and nothlng was
ehanysed 1n there,

a) "hnt was the effect of' these decrees to which we have re-
ferred? Yere subgtantially all the art treasures in the Ceneral Covern-
ment of Polsncd collected theveunder?

n "o have made vory many excovtlons. Wherever a collectlon,
ar such, wos slready formed, we merely recistered that and left the
thins Intact. Tor Instarce, the very largest collection of all was a
collection of Count Prodotsky in Iandshut, and this very larse collec-
tion we lJeft absolutely intact.

Q Pid you net safesuard 1it, as you call 1t%

A Moy we dld nct safeguard 1te. We merely made a catalog of 1%,

for the purpose oi the decree was principaily to curtall the limitless
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or "wWild" gathering of art treasures in the Ceneral Covernment, and the
safoguarding of collections.

Q Would you say that substantlially all the art treasures in the
General Covernment of Poland were elther collected or rezistered?

A Yess art treaauroa'that hed any sort of hi:h velue, that 1s,
that would have museum status, because naturally there were & lot of
plctures that would never have beer worth registering at alle. Well,
1f the decrees had been issued earller, then we mlyht have been able to
save quite a few other things too, for instance, the altar of ~t. Wary's
at Cracov, which, on the order of the Fuehrer, was taken away by the
88 and brought into the Relch.

Q You referred to "wild" art collectinz. Did you mcan by that
the activities of CGoering and Rosenbergsy if not, what did you mean?

A I wouldn't say the art ccllectln; of these zentlemen, but I
sald to myself that if we made ;hese decrecs, then at least we have a
guarantee that the art camnnot be conslidered as simple loot.

Al Isn't 1t a fact that these «--

A That was also the reason why I circulated the book of the
: art treasures, so that everybody would reallze thst there 1a nothing
to be zotten from the Ceneral Government.

Q Did Coering and Rosenbery continue thelr art-collectin: acti-
vities after you issued these decrees?

A nfficially T don't know anvthing about thisg, dut T do recall
that, for instence, in the.oasa of the occupation of Lemborg inthe year
1941, even before we got there, a speclal envey of Coering had arrived

there, who had talren away some drawin:s of huerer. All of the things
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that mlcht have been taken away by the Army or by other military units,

that T ecertninly de not 'mow, and my prinelpal purpose in shaping this

decrae vas to prevent 1t,

0 No vo' recall t'e Toyal Castle at Uarsaw?

A The Toyrl Castle in “arsaw, when I first got there, waa
ruined,

Q ™ wroae order was 1t rulned?

A It had been borbed ln the war. It did look fpfghtfuls
1€ you cause any search to be made in the ruins of the cas-

tle “or any art tressurcs that might have escaped destruction?

A 0h, yas, naturallye. -
Q2 “hat vere the reaults of that search?
A Y@ 61d find a few thinga, not only I, but nlso the Covernor

“fechar has dorne thet, for [ personslly didn't have anything to do
with Yarsaw. “hen I say p raenally, T mean Zavernor Fischer.

a ~overnor 'lacher wae scting under your supervialon and con=
trol, was he not”

A "nder my control, ves.

0 “hat Algpostition was made of these art treasures rescued
fros the ruina of the %oyal Castle?

A The Art treasures from the Castle? Well, that was mostly
pletures nml furniture and they were used, that is, 1f they were fit
for museums, they would be put in a museum, but the iurniture was
mostly placed into offlces that were being created and, naturally, e

very clese count of sll the objects, that vere taken out, wes taken.
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Q Do you know where they are now¥

A Where they are now? They are probably in the handes of the
Russlans.

Q Didn't you cause a large amount of art te be moved before
the advance of the “usslans?

A We tried, but that was in the Sumser of 1944, Those were
not from the Royal Castle, but they were from some other palace, and
whether they ever got out of Poland, I do not knowe. They misht have
gotten stuck there before they ever pot out, At any rate, whether
they were actually ssved, whether they pot out, T really do n~t know,.
I remember that in the uprising in YWarsew everythine was terribly
confused. There were a lot of people who pot shot, amonsat others
a guardian by the name of Liebgtrau.

Q Do you recall collecting art treasures from museums in Cracov
and Warsaw?

A I, personally?

Q Well, your organization.

A The State?

Q Yes.

A Well, yes, that 1# part of the general framework of the
decree that T mentioned.

Q Isn't it a fact, that when you left Cracov, that is, you
personally left Cracov, you took alonz a number of works of art? 'Then
I discussed this with you before, you described, T believe, that you
took this art to prevent its falling In ths hands of the Pusslans and

e (FPANK)



it was taken by you to the place where vou were finally captured.

A “ell, T mentioned that alrealy last time, but I wonld like
to point out that these treasures were not actually in my house, but
they ~ere In a place next door. Thav were in the houane of a 2wiss
citizer tv the name of Pellezleur, who made the collection of these
treasures. These treasures rere taen in ordor to be turned over to
the Amerlcsns, and T rememter at that time I was discussing the entire
preblem, not T personally, but Professor Buchner, was discussing the
advisabllity of' cetting more of these things out and the entire ques-
tlon was very difficult because of the danger of the Ameriecan bombings.
That 1s, - correct the report I made last time. These art treasures
were not, 2g T gald, in my offlce, hut they were in the b\ embeproof
shelter of Mre. Pallezleur.

2] o you remember whether or not, inecluded in these treasures,
vaog Leonard- da Vinel's "Portrsit of g Lady with t he ¥rmine"?

A Venss that 1s the one T was talking about last time. That
woe axachtly the treasure that we ware tryins to save. That was the
moin purpecse of our actlion.

0 ™as that pleture taken over by the outfit that captured yom?

A Yess T immediately referred to the 1list because naturally,
all these thincs were mentioned in the large hocok of the public trease
ures. On the eveningz of the 3rd of May, when the gentlemen took me ==
Today 1t 1¢ exactly five months since I have been imprisoned =- I re-
member telling the gentlemen that "iHere I have some art treasures that
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I am passing on to yous I am very glad to slve them to you."

Q Do you remember now what these treasurcs includec¢ besldes
the da Vincl picture?

A Nos The entire matter was handled by "r. von Paellezieur
and I have never sccen these art treasures separatelye. T have never
gseen them, bacause all of the thinre were packed or corated and T never
openecd thems T cammot remember ever seelng them at all, but on all
of these objects of art, Mr., von Pallezieur mde a speclal separate
14st and he was also present when I was taken prlsoner.

Q Do you remember whether or not this 11st Ilncluded six ""iews
of Wargaw" that were made by Canaletto?

A Noe Theaere had beén a lot of piletures catalosized of Canaletlo,
but I do not remember whether these particular ones were amcon, the
treasuresa, but I don't belleve so because he does not represent a very
high international value. There are two Canalettos, the father and the
gon, and both of them were charged by the King of Saxony to palnt ‘ar-
saw, but I don't belleve that their reputation 1s such as to warrant
their being included in this group.

] We will 2o into anothsr subjJect now: that dealing with the
educational system In the Ceneral Covernment of Polande.

A May T, in conclusion, make Jjust cne more remark of a general
nature in regard to these art treasures before we go on?

Q Yese.

A I wonld appreclate very mach if all these matters were checked
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on with “ec-etarv of “tate Muhlmann, sand alsec with Mr, von Paellezieur,
whe was actins on my behall in regard to the art treasures. FPurther=-
more, all tho treasures that were In the cnstle, I delivered in an
orierly fashlon, together vithh a complete 1list, to the Poles at the
time of my capture. Durin. the entire period of my administration, I
bad a staff of Pollish specialists working with me on the museums One
of them actually had his office rlght In the castle, I am sure that
with the sklll of these speclallsts, we saved quite a few art treasures
that otherwise would havse been loste

Q W1ith respect to the education in Poland, was that under your
supervision and directlion?

A Yea, but, naturally, at all times continuously influenced by
the Pelch and by the ™aehrer.

Q That may be. Vy question is, whether or not you were charged
vith the supervigsion and contrel of the Polish eduestion.

A I hed a chief division, mr main rdiviesion for education, and
the chlef of thig division wes undor the chief of the government, that
is, stnte facretary Euehler, and this State “ecretary was under me.

) W1th respect to Polish universitles, is it not a fact that
the most prominent of theom were closed and never re~opened?

A These universities were already closed when we came to the
country. They were not closed by us. Ry a special decree of the Fueh=
rer, their resopenin: was forblddene.

e Niad those universities Include the one st Cracev, st Marsaw,
Ivublin, and Posen?
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A Posen was not under me.

Q The other three, however, were, in the Ceneral ‘overnment of
Poland?

A Yess the other three belonyed to the ‘eneral Covernment of
Poland.

Q What happened to the faculty at the 'Inlversity of (racov?

A T have already referred to that in my last conversatlion, I.
came to Cracov on the 7th of Wovember, and one or twe days earlier the
88 had arrestod the nmembers of fhe faculty of Cracov and had taken
them away. It took me three monthe of work bto ~et these men released.

Q Where were they taken?

A That T don't quite know. I presume that they were taken away
into a Cerman concentration camp, most likely Oranienturg.

Q Did you ever ses them at Oranlenburp?

A Noj3 I never was theres I have so passionately opposed that,
that I finally sald 1f I can't get these men released, I cannot cone-
tinue in my job, for tiat was a very violent and personal blow to me.

Q Ry whom were these professors arroeated?

A That was one of the vil gt ateps that the °¢ ever tool 1n
the country and, particularly, acainst we becruse 1t was exactly at
the moment when I was not yet in the country.

Q How many professors from the I'niversity of ‘racov vsre de-
ported to the concentration camp?

A T can't exactly recalle 7T always demsnded that all had to
come bhacke
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Q low nany were there? What 1s your best present recollection?

A I cannot exactly say 1t. I certalnly cannot recall, but my
peraonal gvess would be btetween sixty and elizhty, but I can®t say it
exactlye.

Q where 1z Oranienburg located?

A That 1¢ somewhere near Bevlin,.I think, towards the north,
but T don't know exactlye

8] Do you ever heasr, after these professcrs vere released, at
yovr insistence, what happened to them while thev were 1# oranienburg?

A Vess I have heard a good deal about it and T also charged
my “tate “ecratary Puehler to make an investipations T am absolutely
convinced that these men would have been killed, murdered, if T hadn't
continnonsly made the demands for their release.

3] hat dld yor hear regariin: thelr treatment at Oranienburg?

A That they were beaten and had been tortured and that they
hed been very badly housed and boarded, but, naturally, all these
thinss I did not hear from the 53 I heard them around, and when one
hoars the word "concentratlon camp" one more or less imagines that
those sort of things would hﬁppanq Himmler, naturally, has publliecly
stated that the prisoners in the concentration canps are treated in a

moral fashion.

] what ¢1d the investi atlion by Staatssecrotary Puehler dis-
eloz=e?
A “ell, merely, tha confirmation that these men had suffered

the typleal concentration camp treatmente
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Q Isn't 1t & fact, that fifteen of those professors had died
while at Oranlenbur:?

A That T do not knowe I was :lad that T ot the otheres relessed.
I was very happy to accompllsh it.

Q Ten't it a further fact, that at least two of them went 1lnsane
while at that concentration cap?

A That I do not know,.

Q Isn't it & further fact, that the ones who were raleased,
were no longer capable of any sclentific or educatinnal work hecaues
of their conditlont?

A Noe We nsed some.

Q Did you use all of them?

A That one could not do. Those men recelved a pension, a re-
tirement salary. i rust say that I was proud that I succeeded in retting
those men out, becsuse there were hundreds of thousands of people 1n
Cermany that did not get out of the campse.

Q Did you ever make the statement that Pollsh lands are to be
changed into an intellectual desert?

A Never.

Q Did you ever say that the Poles do not need any unlversltiss
or schools?

A on the contrary; it was 7 who re-opecned the courses In the
universities, for we needed very urpently medical and legal men and
specialiste of nall sorts: and becauss of those academic courses T bhad
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the bigpest fight to carry on with Merlin.

Q Tt 1s your present statement now, that you never stated,
in words or In substance, the two statements about which I have just
told yous is that correct?

A Maver, nos. Yy deeds contradict these statements. T had the
greatest interest in re-activeting the intellectual activity, but thet
was the rreatest diffleulty with the Releh, because they wanted to curb
all intellectual activity. TFor me, it was 4ifficuvlt because the Reich
always polnted out that the univerailty at Prague also was clesed.

For me, therefore, 1t was most important to save the library in Cracov,
and that we succeedsd in doinz, the famous university library in Cracov,
wlth 400,000 volumes. for that, we erected a sopsrate buglding, and
that library was saved wlthout any exeception. In general, it wia oxacte
ly the way 1t always was at the beginninge These institutions were

close, and then gradually one realized the need for them, just qxaeﬁ;y
\

like the 'niversity of Heldelbsrg that is now being opened, as T have

been tolde 1.\|
I\

7 T wonld like to ask you some questions regarding the treate '

ment of Pollah ecri1ldren. "hat dlet was provided for children in the A

\\
: 1\
neneral Covernment of Polend? \
i

A 7ell, the diet, 757 of all Poles are taking care of their
ovn foode They are the small farm homesteaders. Therefore, the pﬁin-
cipal problem was always in the cities. As soon ss we had aatnbliiﬁsd
a system of nutrition, we end=savored to maintain the standard of ra&ion'

and to diletribute them.
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Q What standard was set up for the distritution oi rations?
A The standards naturally dcopended on what was on hand and what

could be distributed.

Q Did the Polish peoplec receive as much ne the “erman people?
A Yoe

Q What difference was there?

A The feérmens had to receive what they were receivin- in the

Reich, and the Poles received what was gallotted to them and what was
available.

Q Why wae there a difference made’

A Naturally that developed graduvally, becnuse at ihe beglnning
everything was very terrible. Thore was nothing;, not even for the ’‘er-
mans. T mentioned already the last time that the problems were extreme-
ly difficult, that the Covernor General was a very poor and impoverished
country ahd, for instance, in Yargsw we had to Feed the population for n
nine months in public kitchens. There had buen many days when we lssued
'400,000 meals in one day. Our own tralms had to be sent with supplies
from the Relch.

Q Let's pet bsck to my gquestiont ‘“hy were the Poles treated
differently from the Cermens with respect to the amount of food allowed
them?

A We had to do it that way because there simply wasn't enough
food supply, but later this was not necesssry any moree. The Copman
Relch had to ship in 600,000 tons of srain gtuff per year, ané 1t had
to #mport such things as su;ars T have talked about that once before.
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Q How do you Justify th- difference between the food ration
given “errman cltizens, and the food ration given the Polea?

A I myself have asked that question quite a few tim-s when I
was Coverner (oneral, and my focd speclallst said, "Well, we can justie-
fy that by realizing thet the German muast feed his Polish help right al-
ong with himself", and thus I jJustified it.

Q You don't seriously contend, do you, that the Poles got
as much food as the Cormsns, that 1s, those of each nationality who
were living 1n the General Government of Poland?

A That T not only maintain, but T am absolutely sure that dur-
ing; the course of tiwe, 1t devolﬂpe& like that.

a] What do you mean, during the course of time?

A When T say in the ccurse of time, I mesn that we entered
the ceneral Covernment of Poland in a state of complete ruin, and in
the course of time means, for instance, that T cot some sort of general
survey - . of what was on hand, and T got the tra'ns to run againe.
T rot the roads to ro arain. 7T mansced to obtaln the necessary re-
servese I did stop the military from conflscating blindly all sorts
of ataple stock end safeguarded the food on a large scale.

] ¥y question still 1s this: how do you Justify glving the
Germans in the (General Government of Poland more of the available food
then was given the Poles?

A That gqueatlon I have answered?

Q Is thet the answer you want to make to 1t?

A J&turally, 1t 1s very frightful that I am asked here in such

vein, ag if T found Foland in a state of complete paradise, and that
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seems to be the thou.ht of the Colonels I request that 1 nct be charged
with responsibllity for a lot of erlmes, or a lot of measures that had
been taken, not by me, but by hundreds of others, for which I could
not take any responsibllity.

Q T am perfectly willing to accept your statement regardin: the
conditions which exlsted at that time.

A Then how could I administer the country? I did not have any
police. T Ad1d not have any rallroads. How could T administer a country
aend feed them all?

Q I think in view of your exclted condition, we had better
suspend for filve minutes whlle you ealm down.

(Short recess taken),

Q Do you feel all right to resume?

A Yes.

Q I don't want you to et excited about anything that I might
ask you, I am seekinyg Information and I am seekin: statements regarding
the matters concerning which you had responsibility. Do you understand
that?

A The Colonel, for instance, asked me whether I had made a
statement regarding the elimination of Pollsh intellectual life. Tow
could he then combine with that the fact that I, a nonePole, was the
firgt one to create a Chopin museum in Cracov? T had documents col-
lected all over Turope, to put into this museum, in order to commemorate
the memory of the great Polish composers

Q T am asking you gquestions regarding informatlon we have ree
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celved. If the information that we have received is incorrect, you

have the privileze of stating that. That is why I ask you these ques=-
tions. Somebody sald you made these statements, or if information 1is |
received, ith:t you did certaln thinrs. We want to find oub from you

your posltion in the matter. That 1s why I ask you about them. You

are a lawyer, You have had legal training, and you know it,is A proper
queation.

A T™e maln Aifficulty was that I made the title of Governor
fenrral and that, therefore, T wns considered responsible for all the
thirrs that bappened and In five years, all over the world, the assumpe
tion had beacome common that the Covernor Ceneral 1ls actually the re-
sponsible person.

Q That may be, but the thins T am partlicularly interested in
at the moment, with reference to the food question in the Ceneral fove
ernment of Poland, is why the “erman population thoreof was given a
larger ard better foed ration than the Polish population?

A To set up food standards for Cermans and Foles was possible
o1y once we were established and had taken a general view around, in
order to be able tc sppralse our aituation. To this must be added, and
here T answer the question of the Colonel, that I would li%e to answer
it a 1little more widely. Combined with thls, was the fact that in the
lsrger cltiecs there was no system of publiec nutrition that we could take
over from the Peles, because no method had been devised by them. The
gituntion was always this, that the "olish peasant drove into town with
his foodstuff and that the Polish population in the cltlies hought what'

thev needed. This had been for centuries like that and there was no i
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way of changing it and, In fact, there was nn reason for chanying 1t.
Therefore, we said to ourseéves "The Poles have done this for centurles,
or for many, many years. They know the lansuage. They have connections
on the farms. They can elther buy in the citlies or they can o out

and pick it up frem the farmers and, therefcre, we cannct worry about
them nowe On the other hand, the Cerman who 1s coming in, is new. Ue
has no connections and, therefore, we must try to import for him what-
ever we can and give him that standard that 1s sulitable." And yet, I
must admit,_that even lor the Cermans this standard was not always
poesible to be maintalined.

Q The fact of the matter 1s, 1s it not, that the Cermans did
have a bigger and better cdlet than the Poles?

A This difference was only formal, but It was not actually so
in practice.

Q What do you mean by that?

A Tapecially because we had established in Poland the asystem of
popular aid, snd a system of people's kitchena, and so forth, in order
to feed the children, because they could not handle the problems them-
selves any more. There was a Pollsh Ald Committee, which had its rep=-
resentatives in every clty, town or village of the country, and which
was subslidized by milllons and mlllions of marks from the budcet.

Q ¥y question simply is this: why were the rermens In the Cen-
eral Government of “ocland better fed than the Poles?

A Noj they were not fed any better. That is merely a formal,
or official standard. On the contrary, | trkink that we have raised the
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nutritional standards, the dlietetical standards of the Poles. The
Ceclonel mi, ht attempt to imagine a country that hac no dairies, it was
we who set up the dairies. We had established, literslly, hundreds of
dairiea; not only that, thet is merely an example, but we alsoc imported
cattle. e imported cattle for feeding purposes and we made a lot of -
contributiong to actually raise the standard of the Polish agricultural
economy e

Q My question st!!l is: why were the Cermens in Poland better
fed than the Folea themselves?

A fn that T ecan only answer as I did once bhefore, that that was
not actually the case. That was a formal or offlicial standard, which I
have atterrted to Instify and, furthermore, these different standarda
were, in the course of time, actually egqualized.

Q Is it your statement that the Cermans in the Ceneral Covernment
of Poland were as under=ncurlished as the Poles themselves?

A The Foles were not under-nourlshed.

Q That 1s your officlal statamani, g#iven under oath?

A At the beginning there was a lack of balance and lack of or-
ganization, but compered to a lot of other eouptrios gstricken with dise-
aster, the situation in Poland was not bad and there was no under-nou=
rishment.

9 That 1s your official statement, given under oath, that there
wag no nnder-neurishment in the Ceneral Covernment of Poland?

A As mueh as T had responsibility and eouwld hear the respon-
gibility for 1t, there was no such thing in Poland.

.21~ ( FRANK)




Q You had the complete responsibility, dldn't you?

A Naturally, T admit that under the conditions of war at the
very beginning, tho sitvation was extremely awful,

Q Pildn't you have the complete responsibility for the feed-
ing in the Ceneral Government of Poland?

A Would the Colonel call it responsibility, 1f thc war was o=
ing on at all timecs, when there were several hundreds of thousands of
soldlers to be fed, and when the demands from the Helch were coming in
almost daily?

Q It 18 not what T cell it. It i1s what you did as Covernor
Ceneral,

A I have given an example of what was demanded from me in the
Summer of 1942,

Q That may be true. I am not Iinterested in what was taken out
of Poland at this moment. What I am Interested in, is the distribution
of the food that remained there, and T still would 1like to know how yom
Justify the difference in fhn diet between the Germans and the Poles,
who remained in Cemeral Covernment of Poland?

A That resulted from the reasons that I indicated already ear-
lier in this discussion.

Q And the best reason that you advanced, so far as I can ree-
call, is that the Cermans were new to the country, end that they didm't
have the sources avallable, as the Poles did, and, therefore, you con-
sidered they should be better treated. Is that the reason, that you
would like to have the record state, for the difference in treatment®
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A I would like to refer to all of the different detalls that
were mentioned earliér, and which were thorou;hly extensive, because,
otherwise, T would have to repat ell these in orcer to place the respone
sibility.

Q Rut thet was the princlpal reason you advanced, was it not?

A The situation in Poland, actually improved and became good
only when we had obtained "alicla, and then things were pretty goods I B
alvays had to receive food supplies from the Relch, but I had to furnish
something in exchange.

Q Isn't 1t true that the rationing system in the CGeneral Cov=-
ernment of Poland extended only to the larger towns and cities?

A There existed only a need for actual administration, because

the roles in the country actually were self-sufficient, but wherever
in the country a man was not capable of supplying himself, he naturally
had the right to the card system.
Q What provision was made to supplement the diet of rural Poland
in those sitnations where excessive demands were made on the food supply?
A We had a very peculiar situation, or system. For first of all,
money, and second, also bonus goods. Thus, they could acquire such |
things as clothing and cigarettes and hardware and things of that sort.
The requi-ements made by the administration were always set up accorde
ing to standards of percentage. That fs, 1f a man, for instance, had
to furnish a certain quantity, then 10% of that he would retain for
himgelf and he would deliver the remaining 90% to malntain the quota.
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Q I am speaking of the situation as to the food supplies left
in the rural areas, through the demands that were made, (and as you
have referred to them) by the Wehrmacht and by thils organization and
by that organization; that 1s the situation of which I am speaking.
What provision was made to supplement the provisions of the rural areas
when that condition occurred; that 1s, when too much food was taken
away?

A Well, if he ran short, he would apply to the Chief of the
village for some suppllies to keep him poing and, naturally, nct only
wag he left with all that was necessary in order to feed him, but he
also had the seed grains, and in that case he would, for instance, con-
sume part of the seed grains to feed himself and then afterwards he
would apply to obtein replacement in order to insure the future crops.
Dld that system really work out?

Anyway, cases of thls nature are not generally known to me.

There are not?

» O »>» O

No«

Q Isn't 1t a fact that you observed the results of malnutrie
tion in all the cities and towns and In all the rural areas of Poland,
in the course of nuﬁoroua innpqgtion trips that you made?

A Oh, yes.

Q What did you do when you observed that?

A Yes. In our inspection trips we observed these things and
we tried immediately to remedy the situation, with the ald of the
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Pollish Ald Committee, and we re-supplied. We sent in extra suppliles
and tried to meet the emergencies, but then, naturally, the principal
damage was normally done by the reslstance movement. For instance,
during one night in the district of warsaﬁ, I happen to remember,

110 daliries were burned down.

Q Isn't it & fact that such large quotas of agricultural proe-
dvets were exacted from the peasant class, that insufficient food was
left them to carry them throughout the entire year?

A There were very few complaints from the farmers. T myself
talked with farmers. I tpaveled arovnd a lot and I opened uﬁ agricule
tural oxhibitions and so forth, and 1in general the farmers actually
made some terrific profits with cattle, for instence. Just to give
you one example, in one instance we imported 200,000 pigs from Denmarke
Then we told the farmer, "You kesep the first plg, and when they have
little ones, youn keep the first two, you give the third one to the
government, the fourth one you keep yourself, the fifth you giv; to
the government, and so forth", and in that way we tried to raise the
plg=raising situation in CGeneral Covernment of Poland. We imported
artificial fertilizer, which was in Poland almost completely unknowne
Eaturally; we tried to improve the agricultural situation but, nature
ally, in 1941 tﬁe war with "ussia began and everything was thrown out
of balance again., Thore (' - was not enough time. Actually, the g
Hraotlcal aspects of the thing were so uttorly different from the ihlﬂ!?#
ae 1t 1s laid down 'n documents, that T em astonished that the colenﬁi :

even asks some of these guestlons.
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Q@ I am astonlshed at some of the answers that you give, cone-
sldering that efidence we have 1ls to the contrary of some of the state~
ments that you have made. However, we will discontinue now in view of

the fact that we are apprcaching your lunch time.

APPROVED;

INT¥RIOGATOR

«26 - (FRATK )



