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Taken at: Nuremberg, Germany

15 cepterber 1945, Afterncon

By: Lt. Col. Thomas A. Hinkel,

IGD, CUSCC, Also present:

Siegfried Ramler, Interpreter

and Fvt. Clair Van Vleck,

Court Reperter,

COLONTL HINKEL TO THI INTERPRATIR:

Do you solemnly swear that you will translate my questions from fnglish
into German, and the responses of the witness from German into fnglish, to the
best of your ability, so help you God?

A I do.

| COLON~L HINKEL TO THE +ITN&S3 THROUGH THe INTERPRETERS

Q fthat ia your name‘

A Hans Frank.

Q You have heretofore been interrogated?

A Yes.

0 At that time, you were placed under oath?

A Yes,

Q Do you realize that you are still under oath, and that you have promised
to tell the truth, the vhols truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you Cod?

A Yes,

Q At our last meeting, we were discussing your knowledge of the Maidonek
concentration camp near Lublin., As I recall your statements, they were to the
effect that the first time you knew of the existence of this caimp was after Poland
had been captured by the Russians and a report of the conditions thereof appeared
in the foreign press, Is thal correct?

A Yes, At that time I wrote the letter to the Obergruppenfuehrer K sppe

and asked him sbout the camp., After a short time, the Governor, Dr. Wendler,
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came through and he told i@ what he knew al.::but it Then I stated officially that
1 did not imow about the exlstence and about the running of the camp, that I knew
nothing about it in the least., I have made that statement in a governwent confer-
ence which took place a few days later, All this has becn writien down in the
protocol and I hope that these protocels have been found, together with my dliary.
Apart from that, all the members of the governient at that time are witnesses,
especially State Secretery Buhler, who at the same tin was my deputy and chief
of the government, The response that State ‘ecretary Koppe gave ue, a«fter he had
transmitted my request on to Berlin, he adwitted there that a few executions had
taken place in the camp, Apart from that, which was written in the letter,
everything else had been propaganda from the foreign muntries, This was the
thing as it happened then,

Q Vhen did this correspondence with yxoppe take place?

A Imnediately on the day when I received the reports froa Chief Cassuer.
He brought me the reports that the Soviet Russians had spread out all over the
world, either from the Foreign Cffice or fro: sowe reports from the Forelgn Offics,
or from some reports from the foreign press.

Q What was the date that you received thls letter fromK oppe, to which
you refer?

A At my best word, I cannot sa, that exactly. One would have to recon—
struct it from the time when lublin had fallen, The retreat took place at a very
fast speed at that time. It only took four wecks lo retreat behind Lublin, At
this time the Russians had alresdy advanced in the south and they only stopped
shortly before Warsaw on the Welchsel., This enly lasted for about a quarter of
a year and then they penetrated through further.

Q Was it in 1943, or 1945; when was it%

A In the sumwer of 1944. At first, Lemberg had fallen, then they
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penetrated through in the north, I cannot say ‘motl,y vhat date,

Q How did ¥Wop e come to write you? Was thet in response to your letter?

f Yes,

Q How did you happen to write that letter?

A Because in the foreipgn press it said what had happened in Lublin,

Q Isn't it a fact, th't you received a commnication from Berlin with
respect to Maldonek, and that, as a result of that communic:tion, you wrote to
Voppe?

A Koppe had turned to Berlin and Koppe had received the answer from
Berlin. Arart from that, Press Chief Cassner turned to Berlin and he received a
response from Berlin, too., I went to Reichsfushrer 55 Himmler, to the compstent
man, but he did not answer directly, but he let Koppe, his representative, answer,

q ¥hat about other concentration camps besides lMaldonek? What did you
know about then?

A The 58 did not construet any bigger concentration camps =~ I am talking
about all these vears =- of the style of Dachau, because outside of the general
governnent in Upper “ilesia, they had a camp in iuschwits.

Q Did yon know about that camp?

A I knew that the camp there existed, One passed it on the train, It
was a huge camp. One could always see the barbed wire when passing on the train,
and this was always considered to be the central camp for the whole eastern
territory.

Q pid you ever visit that camp?

A Ho.

Q Under whose control was it?

It was in the Reich territory, under the 33,
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Q It was not in Covernor General Poland?

A No; in the general government there were no huge camps such as
huschwitz, There were lots of small camps, but they were not conc nir tion camps
for prisoners, They were newly constructed, The, were newly constructed cumps,
of vhich I have spoken about last time, At first, there were camps for the
refugees., The refugees started in the sumuer of 1941, when the war against
Russia bésan, started to ;o across the country, but this movemsnt did never break
off, These camps were arranged near the nain stations and had a capacity for a
few thousand people that Mppod thare for a short tims and then were transported
away again,

¢ Weren't these c ups later used as concontration camps?

A No. I inow nothing sboul this and I don't believe it, because until
the very last time the stream of refugees went on, The closer the Russians cume,
the more filled up were these camps,

Q What about Belsen, What do you know about that?

A I don't know about it, There was a camp there once, but that was only
a temporary working camp. At that time trenches had been bullt there before the
war with Russia started and fortifications had been built thers along the border,

Q ' VYas Belsen in the Covernor (eneral Poland?

A  This place is divided; it is just on the border. Ome part belonged to
Russia and one part belon ed to the general governuent,

Q Did you ever visit Belsen?

A I was once in Belsen. This was in 1940,

Q Was it being used at that time as a concentration camp?

A At that time this trench was shown to me by the Vehrmacht., That was

a big trench which was called a Pangzer defensc trench., I was there for one hour,
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Q Didn't you lmow that there was a concentration camp near Belsen?

A No, I did not know that,

Q This is the first time you have ever heard of it?

A It was impossible for me to know 2ll these camps, I have only now
mentioned a small fraction of these refugee camps,

Q I am not talking about refugee campsy I am talking about concentration
camps, as you well know,

A I just wanted to explain ho» many camps there wero, 1 already told
you before th-t there were a number of small camps,

& Yesy and there were probably boy scout camps and girl scout camps and
girl reserve camps and a lot of other camps, but those are not the camps about
which I an talking, I'm t#IMng about concentration camps, and I want to know
what you know about them.

A I am telling what 1 mow about it,

G Is it your statement that the only concentration camp, that you know
of , in Governor Ceneral Poland, was at lMaidonek and you didn't find that out until
after the Russians captured it?

A It had been clear to me thnt concentration camps had been erected in
the general government from time to time, but that they had any mentionable sige,
it always seemed improbable to me, because I was always told that the people from
the general government should be sent to the conecentration camp ‘uschwitz.

G ¥hat were the names of these camps that were erected, and you were
told were concentration camps?

A There was one right near Cracov,

G “hat was the name of it?

A It had no real name.

g ‘hat wms it called?
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A It was Just a camp. It was just called police caup.

G  Vhere elsc were there camps? §

4 There were perhaps five or six barracks and 1t was always told that
this was here for the prupose to get together people who did not have any ldentif-
ication,

Q Did you visit the camp?

A It was not in the caup, but I often pas ed it, One could see it from
the street,

Q@ Pidn't vou also often pass Maldonek?

A I don't know about that., OUne passes a lot of things,

Q Yes, especlelly Msidonek, when one travels around Governor Ceneral
Poland,

A What do you meun by traveling around Poland? Of course, if I had
been anywhere near lublin at one time, it is possible that I passed it, but I
cannot say with any certainty that 1 have,

Q Do you mean to say that you have never been to Lublin?

A That I dldn't want to say.

Q You have been to Lublin, haven't you?

A Yes,

Q You have been there numerous times, haven't you?

A The last time I was there was 1943.

G In the course of your travels to Lublin, if you turned your head to
the right or left, you would have seen Yaidonek, wouldn't you?

A I wis in the town, I don't know thad. It was outside the town,

Q  You don't seem to know very mich about what haprened in Governor
General Folund, co you?
A t is right. Rk
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Q You were only there five and a half years. You were not there very
long, were you?

A Yhat has that got to do with 1t?7 This is no reason why I should know
everything that happened in the country. It is quite im;ossible,

Q hat were the names of these other camps, besides the one ocutside
of Cracov?

A I couldn't specifically state the nawe of any other camp,

0 Just tell me what they were. Vie wdll find out the names, We know
them already, We just want to see if you are lying.

A 1 have no idea. I want to tell the Colonel, if he lknows it, he knows
more than 1 do,

Q You know about those other camps that were built, You told me you
dd; five minutes ago you stated that you knew of the small camps that were
built.

A I told you I knew generally, but I have never heard about any nanes.

C Just tell me where they were.

A One can suppose that whersver there was a central station of the
35, that there was a camp there too,

Q Where were the central stations of the 3837

A In the main cities of the country of Poland; Warsaw, Lublin, Lemberg.

Q Vhere else?

A Radomj but 1 don't know whether there were camps in these 83 stationse.

Q hat is your best guess as to whether there were camps in these 383

stations?

A Because Auschwitz had such a huge size, I was always under the

impression that more people were sent there.
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W Never udnd sbout Auschwitz, That isn't in Governor G neral Polund,
Just telk about the parts of which you were in charge.
A I can anly repeat what I said before,
G Where else besides Yarsaw, Lublin, Cracov and Radom were there 35
stations?
A Por instance, I do not know whether a concentration camp was in Radom,
« Never mind about the concentraticn camps; just tell me where the 35
stations were, We will find out sbout the cencentration camps later,
A The 95 stations were everywhere where there was an 33 and a police
leader,
Q Where were they?
A They were spread out all over the country, I have sald that before..
In everydistrict, main city, there was an 35 and a police leader.
How many were there? You know,
Fivo,
Five?
Cracov, Warsaw, Lublin, Radom, and Leuberg.

G
A
©
A
Q Those are the only cnes there were?
A Those are the stations,

4] Vhich of those ststions had caaps in connection therewith?
3 That I do not lmow,

You never nade any inauiriea?

= o

If one had incuired, one would not have received an answer., And I was
always told that the competent concentration camp, for the general governent ,
together with Silesla, was alvays Auschwitz,

Q By whom were you told that?
A The 93 and police leader Kruger told me that.
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then did he tell you that?

&

A lie told se when Auschwitz was developed, 1939 to 1940.

Q You never ma.cfte any inouiries after 1940 about concentration camps?

A Hot in the namss,

W You were not interested in them, were you?

A I was very interested in it,

Q Then why didn't you find out vhere they were?

A This is a different question, depending on how it was practiced, For
inatance, 1 always tried to release people, officlals, that used to be Poles and
had been arrested for any reason.

Q How did you go about that?

A Then T went to the police leader, or to the competent government
authority directly, and I told him that these and these officials had been arrested,
and we wanted to know why they had been arrestcu,

Q Did you ever find out?

A e were alwys told that they wore members of the resist.nce movement.
That was the main reaion,

G Did you ever get any of them out of jail?

A Ch, yes, we got them out.

G From vhat jsils did you get them?

A They mainly were always brought directly to Auschwitz and after hard
fighting they were brought back from Auschwitz,

How many did you got.aut of Maidonek?
A T cannot remember, I cannot say that I ever got any officials out

of Maidonek.
s Did you ever try to get any out?

e 4 .
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A I can't say with certainty that I ever got anybody out of Maidonek,
i not I personally.

Q Did you ever try to get anybody?

A No. I have never received zny offiecial report that somebody hac gone
to Maildonek.

Q How about unofficial reports?

£ 1 didn't receive any,

Q Didn't you have so.eone working for you in Governor Ceneral Poland

A I think that is quite unnecessary.

Q Never mind what you think ie unnecessary, Just answer the questions
as they are propounded, ‘

A Certainly; I have had officlals. That you know.

Q@  Yes, and you took a great deal of trouble to explaln to me what a very
small part of Poland you had to administer, didn't you?

A A small part of Poland?

Q Yes. You sald that so much of it was incorporated into the Gersan
Reich, and so much of it was taken over by the Russlans, and you had just a swall
party isn't thab right? :

A I have not said it. I h:ive only stated this was a fact., OUne can see
that from every uap.

Q Yos. How many square miles were in Governor General Foland?

A In the biggest time it was sowething like 140,000 square kilometers,
as long as Galizien belonged to 1t,
' G  You couldn't take a long trip in Governor General Foland, really,

ecould you?
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A It has always been a night's journey from Cracov to Warsaw, and a
night's journey from Cracov to Lemberg.

¢ That is just ab ut the lenmgth of Poland, isn't 1t%

A No, The distance from east to wes! was soiething like 600 kilometers,
as far as fros Yunich to Berlin and fror the aouthern part to the northern part,
thet wnaa somethling ke 300 kilometors,

¢ Fom meny paczls_ple d1d you have werking in your government?

A In the government, or in the whole general government?

Q In your government,

& That wns in Cracov. There were comparatively tm_t there, I think there
were, perhaps, two to three thousand,

« How about all over Covernor Cenmeral Poland?

A Most of the officials were not directly ordered by me,

*] How many officials did you have in the entire Governor General Poland?

A It wos a very, very small figure, That is, directly under orders of

& That is not my question, How many worked for the Governor General of
Poland?
A Altogether perhaps 5,000 officials in the whole country, distributed
through every district, about L00-500 to every district.
Q pid vou know most of them personally?
A Ho, no.
Q How many did you know?
A lost of them T did not know, That is cuite clear. I knew a few
governors and a few e¢ity people and a few Kreis people.
Q id you ever receive any report-_aﬁ,!%thu that _puople living in
e
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¢heir districts were being taken out and they never saw them again?

A The reports about the arrest through the police always came in,

(8 Did it strike you thet unusually large numbers were beiug arrested?

A Thit cne eould not say, no. I never had that impression, There were
somstimes when, through the advance of the resistance movement, the whole picture
became unclear.

L What happened to those people who were arreasted,

A Those people, who were arrested, vere treated the sawe as people
arrested everywhere, They had been examined for identification pupersand it had
been found out whether they were guilty or not,

Q How do you :mow that?

A That I do not know, but this is = general police practice,

Q Why do you say that? Why do you make a statement of fact like thatl
and you don't really lknow?

A Good, I can say nothing to that,

W These 5,000 peopls that you had working for your govermusnt, didn't any
of them ever tell you anything that they observed in the course of their duties,
or their travels?

A Please, those 5,000 people did not work for me in tle government., They
did not work for we; they were officlals that were distributed all over the
country.

G Well, they were responsible to you, weren't they?

A Those were responsible to me that did not belong to the police or to
the Wehrmacht, but those that were really my ofiiciala,

W How many were there?

A There were perhaps E:T—D«' -
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Q That is what I have asked you. Didn't those people ever tell you
anything that they ever saw or observed in the course of their duties or their
travels?

A CUbserved about the rocedure of the police and the 337

G About anything.

A Not to me rersonally., The reports, naturally, came from below upward.

0 Yes. Didn't you finally get them?

A Ch, yes, the reports came,

Q As a matter of fact, you required these people to make such reports,
didn't you?

A Avery governor had to have one report once a month on the average,

i Don't you think, that it is a little difficult to believe, that this
concentration camp could have been outside Lublin, for as long as it was, and
not one of your erployees ever observed or ever reported it?

A The reports about concentration camps were not sent to the governors,
I have already told the Colonel, that the concentration camps were a matter that
was administered straight from the Reich,

4 I know, we have been through tiat a dozen times, but I still say that
you had people who were working for you ard reported to you, who traveled about
and who saw this cump am! told you about it,

A The Colonel may be couvinced of that., I can only say that it is wrong.

Q Yes; you have been saying th:t all right,

A Yes; I have said it. |

iven you concede thut it is rather difficult to be:ieve.

A  Why? If the Colonel, as I told him before, gets a little more insight

jnto the situation in Cermany, then he would not shake his head like that, I'm
N
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surprised that he still has that opiniop today .fter having bLeen abie (o study the
88 for four months.
Q@ What control did you exercise over the education:l system in Governor
General Foland?
A #e had & main department, scieunce snd education, in the government.
G What control did you exercise over the unlversitios and colleges?
A We instituted a high school course during the years., The Fushrer
had forbidden the re~opening of the university in Warsaw and that ap: lied to
Cracov, too.
fhat other universities were in Pol:nd?
We had a university in Lemberg.

Q

A

Q Was that open?

A e re-opened it in the form of high school courses.

Q S0 4t wasn't a universily any longer was it7

A It wasn't a university., This had been taken away. e got in there
after the Bolsheviks had been trere for two years, but the reopening of a real
university the Fuehrer would have forbidden and so we had to deceive the Fuehrer.

¢  How do you know the Fuehrer would have forbidden it?

A The Fuehrer had told me thal in a letter, in a lstter through the
Reichsleiter Bormann, in the year 1940. The reason for that was because I was
against a few university professors from Cracov having been srrested belore I
got to Cracov,

Q What did he say in this letter to which you have referred?

A This letter was very simple., "I hesr about the plan that you intend
to re-open universitics or institutions simlilar to-universit.ies. This question

has absolutely to be postponed until after the war and curing the war an opening
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of any university ¢ n:ot toke place. e need people very urgently, We need it

for administration, doctors, and animal doctors,"

% Did you protest to the Fuehrer regarding this order?

A Yes, but there was nothing to do.

6] In what form was your protest sent?

A In a‘ conference I had with the Fuehrer in 1940, I told the Fuehrer that
I thought it was necessary under every circumstance tc open them, ano that I
repeated by writing and also in conferences with the Reich Education Ministry.

G Did you ever send anything in writing to anybody Mt it?

A Yes.,

£

To whom?

A These were the conferences with the Reich fducation Ministry,

G I as talking obout writing now, not conferences,

A Oh, yes, I said it in writing. That went over the main department
education and schooling, e had to be satisfied to open the high school courses,
which had a very good effect. This is how people could ;ass examinations and ehter
the service,

¢ hat else did you close besides tie universities?

A T did not close anything. I had to take over the situation, as 1 found
it,

You mean they were all closedand you didn't open them; is that 1t?

A The situation was this: at the time when the universities were
forbidden, it »as also forbidden Lo open secondary schools and gymnasiums, The
fight lasted for so long that even in the summer of 1944 that Adolf Hitler told
me, I think it was through Reichsminister Lam ers, it mght alsc have been a

letter of Relchsfuehrer Fimmler, that he wished th:t all the gymasiums or secondary
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schools should not be re-opened for the duation of the war, Bul we helped ourselvss
in this respect, that we had private te.chings given In those secondary schools.

Q What sbout the art galierles? Vere tiose re-opensd?

A What art galleries do you rean? There was one here that was in Warsaw,
There was a special delegate from the Reich there, State Secretary Muhlmann,

Q Was that art gallery ever under your jurisdiction?

A N,

Q Under whose jurisdiction was it7

A It was administered by the Reich delegate for the security of art properties,
This was this State Secrstury Muhlmann,

-~

i Under whose Jurisdiction was he?

A I think he was connected with Goering.

Q What coantrol did you exercise over the art gallery?

A I would prefer it, if you would not speak about galleries, but if you
speak gensrally about art properties.

G let's t.1k about the Varsaw Art Gsllery; then we will speak in general
about art properties, What control did you exercise over the Warsaw Art Gallery?

A If it has been exercised by us, it was exercised by the lMain Department
for Art and Sclence.

Q  YWell, you know whether it was or not,

A I have to say we came into the country very late,

Q@  You came into the country six weeks lite., The war was over the lsth of
September and you were appointed the 26th of October.

A The 26th of October, and I entered Cracov on the 7th of Hoveuwber. The
Colonel should not forget, it wasn't for some time until the addnistration was
built up. I ask him to imagine vdmt. :l.s roully mesnt to build up an administrallion.

'\,
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Q 711l t ese other organisatlons were bulilding up too. Yours wasn't the
only one, you know. Let's get back to the Yarsaw Art G&um.

A All other organi atlons have been in the country before.

Let's go back to the “arsaw Art Gallery, W:s it or was it not under your
Jurisdiction?

A “h t we have found in the g:llery, ‘a.ft.or I hac taken over the administra-
tion, that I could control and I could regulate, ¥hat happened before, I do not
know,

Q %ell, what did you find when you took it over?

A A few plctures certainly were there, a few paintings,

Q fhat else was there?

A Those things were collected in boxes and reglstered and a big book was
published, A book has been distributed officlally, a statement about the registered
art otjects, not only about iarsaw, but also abaut Cracov,

q '-":‘asn.'t. most of the art remwved from the Warsaw gallery?

A lot by us.

Q By whom 7

A 1f anything had gone, the 35 wmight have taken it away or the police or the
Wiehrmacht, the Luftwaffe. Anybody might have entered in this time, How should 1
know? "hat we have found out, has been registered.

Q How about the Cracov Art Gallery? Is your answer the same on that?

A There we could have saved most of the things that we found there,.

¢ Didn't you?

A Yes, The most important paintings, a Raphael, a Lecnardo de Vinci, and so
on, had been kept.

G Kept by whom?
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A We have kept it under the state property of the general goverument,

Q How about other art g lleries in Governor Genargl Foland?

A The same system has been followed everywhere. One tried to get Lo the
art objects, as culckly as posuible after the war had finished, and safeguard
them. There has been a list published about the paintings, officially, and those
painting have been then distributed in the usual way. They huve been used to
beautify official bulldings and so on, but not the very valuable ones, The most
valuable ones have always been kept tLogether and have been safeguarded.

Q YWhere were yhoy kept and by whom were they safeguarded?

A There were different art storages constructed, that were subordinate, for
the main part, to Muhlmann,

Q I am talking about the ones that were preserved by the General Governor
of Poland.

A It has been kept in storages, in Cracov, There were big cellar. full of
those properties,

G There were a lot of them hanging on the walls of your apartsent too,
weren't there?

A In the whole castle,

Q You took a lot of them when you lsft, too, didn't you?

A What do you mean? At the time the Americans came, I gave over to them
the most valuable paintings that I officially took into storage.

Q What do you mean by storage?

A Safeguarded.

Q@  Yes, you took them to your own place, dlidn't you?
A No., I have had them in my official buildings.

Q Where were you captured?
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In my official building,
“hich official building was that? |
it was in Veuhaus, the service post of the General Govern ent,
fasn't that a personally-owned house?
Hoe
ho owned it?
That mas a pensaion,
¥hat do you mean by that?
One could say it is a little hotel with about twelve rooms,
It wasn't then an official residence of the General Covernor Poland until

you took up residence in it, was it?

A
time,
Q

That has been when I was a refugee, after Cracov had been cleared for some
The paintings should not fall into the hands of the Bolsheviks,
I sup ose that any house that you took up residence in, would then beccme

an official house, wouldn't it?

A

I don't understand it, wherever I live, It was not an official bullding

if T woved in there with the last of my officlals,

You just finished telling me that these paintings were ecaptured at the

same time you were and that they were in an official bullding.

A

too.

offlicial residence.
Q
A
clear, =5 the last service residence of the general government.

It was within the same building where all my authorities were lodged,

1 have nothing against it, if the Colonel wants to call thls house an

1 am not trying to eall it anything. That is what you called it.
Cood, so that we are quite clear. I will call it, so we shall be quite
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¥ I say the only resson it became, what you call the last service residence
of the general government, is the fuct that you took up residence thore and until
it happened it had no of’icial status,

A It couldn't have that status because my residence was in Cracov.

Q Yes; that was just the point I was malkdng. How much art did you have with
you at the time you were captured?

A In this list of the safeguarded art objects, there were approximately
ten or twenty objects. They were in the castle in Cracov, When I left the casile
in Cracov, I had the Polish advising comaittee with we, and I showed the castle Lo
these people., I told them, "Look here, gentlemen, UIverything is here." 1 went
through the rooms with them, I showed them everything, I showed them the cellar
and with the Bolsheviks in front, right outside, the question was what should one
do with the objects that had great value. Then it was told that we could taxe those
objects along with us, so that in any case they should not fall into the hands of
the Bolsheviks, but be delivered to the emigrated governuent of Poland.

By whom were you told thia?

That nobody had told me, but together we conferred there,
Who were those people to whom you refer?

They were the usubers of the Polish advising committes.
What comuittee was that? The one that you eppointea?
This had existed for years.

liad you appointed the meubers, tiereof?

> O = o = £ P O

They were representatives rrom different circles, from the church, from

and 8o on.

Had you appeinted the members thereof?

-|

A They had appointed themselves and we recognized them and we worked vith

them for years already.
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C How such of this art did you take with you?

A Hot with me; I traveled alone, They didn't go with me; they went on a
different transport.,

Q How mach did you zend to this new place, to which you were going, to take
up residence?

A Herr von Palezieux knows, who was an art advisor, He carried out the
| thing, He had been in Neuhaus, too. He was there at the time those paintings
were given over to the Asericans,

& How much ware those paintings worih?

A He will know the number exactly., That one cannot estimate.

Q Just a guess.

A The Leonardo de Vinel painting is a nationally or an inter-nationally
known painting of unestimable value and 1t was the main worry.

Q ¥hy didn't you leave those paintings hanging in the Cracov Art Gallery
instead of removing them to the castle?

4 The art gallery was locked up, It wasn't open, It had another name, It
wasn't called art gallery, but anyway, it is what we mean, This one Leonard de
Vinei painting had to be defended by me, mostly because of the Reich, This was
one of the reasons why I collected these paintings in the castles The State
Seeretary Muhlmann wanted this painting for Goerings It had already been in
Berlin once, then I had a very hard fight to get it back.

%hat argument did you use? That it belonged to you?

A That it is state property of the genersl government and that it 1s not

yrivate property. I think that Goaring pot the least of the paintings from the

general government, even if he gol one.
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Q Why didn't you re-open the art gallery in Cracov so cverybody could anjoy
it?

A Now I have to laugh. In the war, wherc¢ solclers are always passing with
wide-open eyes -~ I want to tell the Colonel somethin: very openly., Iu Cracov there
was one object of art which was intermationally inowm, that was the famous Cracov
altar, which comes from some church, This altar was of unestluable value, This
altar had, on the will of the Fuehrer, been brought to Nuremberg, to the (ermnic
Mgeun, against my will, The Burgermeister Liebel of Huremberg was at uy place
at Crecov and brought me the order of the Fuehrer, I tried to go against it, but
the altar was packed, It was not in the castle, so tial everybody had access to it.
So the altar weat away to Cermany and so things have happened in reality, Vhen
Lemberg was captured, I was at that tisze not in Lemberg yet. Lemberg had not been
given to me, There was already a representative of Goering in Lemberg and he took
away drawings from Albrecht Druer, so this is the thing in reality., 7This was the
biggest fight I had to fight in this field in order to keep the things together.

Q How much do you think these paintings were worth that you saved, shall
we say?

A ell, does the Colonel mean that I took those paintings for myself?

G Koj I don't mean anything, I am just trylng to find out the value of
them,

A The value is unestimai:le, -

¢  Would you say it was a much as 50,000,000 Reichsmarks?

A That one naturally cannot say., It might perhaps be too mﬁch. It depends
what value the mark has, I am not an expert in art values. This painbting, anyway,
is quite unique, It is in every history. It was the highest valued object that
Poland had to save.
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L € Do you remember offering any relics to the German Clmrch in Cracov?

A No. I have put at their disposal an altar cover, or a priest's robe,

Just on loan,
¥here did you get those?

A But only for 2 special feast opportunity and those garments are all here,

Q Where did you get those garments?

A They were somewhere up in the castle, in the old rooms, The castle has
been built up further by me, but the third floor of the castle had already been
built up as a museun by the Poles, and also on the ground floor.

u You took things out of those rnuseuns and gave them to the German church,
is that right?

A Ho.

Q “hat things did you give?

A This museum had only been newly constructed by us in this air-raid shelter
downstairs.

Q Yhere did you get the objects to put in this museum?

A These objects I wanted to safeguard, so that they should not fall into
the hands of those people. I know what has been taken away from the occupied
territories in various ways, 1 have heard so much,.

Q That do you know sbout that?

A Whal one hears,

¢ Vhat did you hear?

A Big shoprings from Mr, Goering and when iuhlmenn came alone and told me
he wanted to send a few pictures to Berlin, I said, "No, nothing doiqg."

ta What about Rosenberg, what did he take?
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A He had nothing to say in any matters. I did not let him in,

Q Wasn't Rosenberg commissioned by the Fuehrer to collect objects of art in
the East?

A That was why I kept everything togethisr,

Q You said you didn't let him in your territory, and I am trying to find out
what you mean by that,

A He had no competence there at all,

Q How did it happen that you could keep him out, but you couldn't keep out
anybody else?

A Muhlmann had the direet certificate from the Fuehrer,

Q Didn't Rosenberg have a direct certificate from the Fuehrer?

A Rosenberg never had an application or come to me in those matiers, Unce,
before we started the administration, he took a few Jewish bocks out of the Jewish
library in Frankfurt, He opened an institute in Fronkfurt, but I considered these
books as property of the general governwent and I always corresporded about these
books so as not to let the matter fall asleep.

Q Did you ever get them back?

A The books? No, they should have been returned to me after the war,

f o)

What else did Rosenberg taie besidss tho boois?

A 1 could not say anything about that, From the gensral government, it has
never been of ficially reported to me that fosenberg had taken anything.

Q How about unofficially reported?

A No, nothing has besn reported to e,

Q What was officially reported to you that Gooring had tauken?

A This was the thing from Lemberg, and Muhlmann started to be active as the
representative of Goering, and when I noticed that, I mainteined thit all these art

QECT =7
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objects should be kept together, I think [ was the only one timt succeeded in
keeping them together, g

Q The way you did that was by putting them in your personal residence; is
that right?

A o, e had a houseful of these objects in Cracov,

¢ That is what I rmean,

A There were cellars for it,

Q That is what I mean, the place where you lived,

A Ho. It was in the town in which I lived, yes.

And the castle in which you lived, too?

A The house I am speaking aboub now was not in the castle.

Q 0, there were two places in which you stored this art?

4 Naturally there were more, e had a castle near Warsaw. I think it was
ealled /ilowka, '

¢ “ere these storshouses, warshouses, or were they resldences?

A They were storage places. Dven in the castle they were all storages,

G Did anybody live in them?

A o, They were cellar:, huge cellars, and there we ncde partitions and
all those raintings were there locked up, and the little things were stored in
boxss and the plates and so on were all locked up, nd when the war against
Russia started in 1941 we took all the valuable objects from the upper rooms
downstairs, so that we wers sure that in case of air raids nothing would happen
to the art objects, Dovmstairs there were walls up to seven meters thick.

1s it your stetement thst tie only thing that Rosenberg took out of
Governor General Poland, was these Jowish books token to Frankfurt?

A Yesy as 1 sald, befause 1 would not have acceeded to any request,
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W Not even if he had an order signed by the Fuchrer?

A No. I would not have acceded it, but I would have tried to see the
Fuehrer persanall,, Only Burgermeister Iiebel, as I told you before, took tlhls
altar and even this would not have gotten out had I had it in the castle, because
then I would have had wore time, As it was, the 55 took it straight away,

Q vihat were the differences between the legal rights of the l'ocles, the Jews
and the Geruans who lived in Covernor Ceneral Poland?

A We left their own legislation to the Polish cities, They ha. thelir own
courts, The Cermans had their own laws, according to the laws of the Heich. For
the Germuns, there were Cerman courts and for the Foles, there were Folish courts.

N ¥hat about the Jews?

A The Jews had been treated as Iolish citieens.

G ¥What was the difference between the legal rights of the Foles, the Jews,
and the Germans?

A 1 don't kpmow what the Colonel means.

Q You are a lawyer. You know what I wean,

A The legal rights?

Q You know that the Germans had more legal protection and legal rights than
the Jews. You know also that the Germans had nore legal rights and legal protection
than the Poles,

A How? That is not clear to me, because the Cermans had no more protection
in the genmeral government tian they had in their own home. In thelr own home, as
one knows, the State rights of the people living there were very small, The Cermans
had the duty to work, just like all others in the Reich, as well as in the general
government. They had been put into ths concentration camps in the gencral govern-

ment just the same as in the Relch,
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Q Is it your statement £h.--.t the legal rights and privileges of the Poles,
the Jews, and the UGermns were exactly the same in Governor General Poland?

A Everybody had the same rights that he had before, or those that had been
modified owing to war.

Q hat were the modifications to which you refer?

A For instance, we hac no more Polish Parliament, no more Polish people's
representation, but that did not exist in Germany anymore either,

Q At least there was a legal fiction that it did exist; isn't that right?
That is, in Cermany?

A That is the same, if I have to answer it, as things are happening in the
occupied countries,

Q You received a salary from the Reichstag up to the time you were captured,
s0 presumably there was a legal rict.ion of a German Parliament; is that not right?

A Of course, if you want to call it that way, there was a Farliament,

G Not what I  say; it is what you yourself have said, that you drew a salary
from the Reichstag up until the time you were eaptured. Now, presumably, the body
was in existence, otherwise you wouldn't have drawn the salary; isn't that right?

A The Colonel knows it. I told him about it at the first interrogation.

G To go back to my question: 4is it your statement that ther legal rights
and privileges of the Poles, Jews, snd Germans were the same in Governor General
Poland?

A I have never said it. I never said it. I sald that they were such as we
found them, and as we had to modify them owing to the war, because the basic order
was that the Polish Leglslation remained as it was, insofar as it does not have to
be altered owing to the war, or owing to the Cerman legislation. This was the
basie order.

Q My original question was: was there not a difference between the Poles
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and the Jews and Germans as to their legal rights and privileges in Governor Ueneral
Polandj and then you said there was no difference, Now you come along and say there
was no difference except for these modifications vhich occurred, Jo what is the
answer? ‘Vas there any difference or was there not?

A Of course, there were these situations that came as a result of the happen-
ings. For instance, we did not find any social insurance for the small worker: in
Poland, We had to start it,

Q I am not talking about that, Just answer my question: was there a
difference between the three classes of people, or was there not, legally speaking?

A I am msﬁring the que tion as I treated it before,

G Your answer, from what I gather you have said, is that there was a
difference brought about by modifications that were introduced during the course
of the war?

h. 1 .\n.ntad to bring an example right now, We had talked about the seccndary
schools before.

Q Go ahead,

A When we wanted to re-open the secondary schocls there, the order from the
Reich came along. Officially, there was a difference, because we could not send
them to seccurdary schools and would have to send them to private schooling; while,
for tl'hae German children, secondary schocls could be opened officizlly. This was
one of the most painful differences, In this sense, there were modifications.

Q Was there any cmcsll#t.im of Folish citizenship?

A e could not do that, Who was a Pole, was & Fole.

Q Did you try to do it7

A No, Does tﬁe Colonel mean to declare a Polish citizen as a Cerman?

Q No.
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A There were really thousands of Poles thut really belonged to Germany. They
iould make the application to be accepted as German citizens,

G My guestion is this: was there any occasion, during the time that you
were Covernor Ceneral, that the citizenship of Poles was cancelled? ;l'tnt is,
their Polish citizenship was cancelled by some order or directive or decree,
elither from you or from the Reich?

A The cuestion is not clear to me. They were citizens of the old Polish
governrent and we could not cancel that, It is very unclear what you mean., We
could not canc~l an oath belonging to a state,

Q “hat I nean is that when citigenship rights are cancelled, the usual
result thereof, is that the person no longer receives the benefit of the lawa,
applied to those who have citizenship status?

A You mean declared as stateless people?

Q Yos.

A Stateless could only mean somebody, that was not a Polish citizen, and
could not show the citizenship of any other nation and according to international
rights he was stateless.

Q Tiere there not occasions when, by your order or that of tne Reich, Foles
of Polish birth and citizenship, had their citizenship cancelled, thereby rendering

1

them stateless persons?

A That is out of the question. That is, according to my memory, impossible,
Unless the Colonel could help me in this matter, I have to say it is imposaible
because this would be an act, which would be completely senseless,

G I will diseuss it with you at some other time, Apparently we .don't. seem

to understand one another.
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A Perhaps the Colonel means the question that arose on the rart of the
Poland, which had been included into German territory. There, there were diffsrent
classes of population, There were the real Poles and wixed Poles wd so0 on. 1
think there were four different classes, but that dida't apply to the general
governisent.,

Q We will talk about it some other time, Were there ever any Foles tried
before German courts in Govermnmor General Poland?

A Naturally. The Poles came in front of the court,

Q I am talking about the situ tion where jou sald that the Germans in Poland
had their courts, and the Poles in Foland ha: their courts. I am talking about the
situation where Poles were tried before Cerman courts.

A Certainly.,

) What were those situations?

A It was provided in an order that all things that constituted general state
interest, such as high treason or treason of state, and heavy punishwent cases,
would be tried in the German courts,

Were there very many Lried before those German courts?

Q

A  Noj I don't think so,
Q How many would you say?
A

That I can't say. I think within those five years it adght have been a

few thousand.

Q Were many of them ordered to be executed?

A Those cases were put in frout of the court and it had been judged on, but
the execution cases were far in the wlnority.

Q You are sure about that?

A I am sure about it, There you would have to ask Dr. Wille,
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Q Were these courts under your jurisdiction?

A Yes; it was a state court.

C V¥hat procedure was f{ollowed? Was that based on Cerman law, or German
police regulations, or was it based on Folish law?

A The Germen court would use the German laws, naturally, modified by the
decisions of the general pgovernment,

G What do you mean as modified by the decisions of the general government?

A Vhatever you find written in the orders, in the constitutional papers,

Q How many workers did you furnish Dr. Ley?

A Dr. Ley? He had nothing to do with it, He was a Party authority and he
bad no influence., Ye only dealt with state people, with the Reich Zconomical
linister,

C Who was that?

A S5elte was Reichs Works Minister and Funk was the Economical iinister.
Sauckel was leter nomdnated as the Heich Commissar for Works.

Q How many workers did you furnish Jauckel?

A Sauckel had come very late, comparatively., When Sauckel came along, he
only asked for very few peopls, That I have said before. This wag voluntary *
workers and we could fulfill th-t without any trouble. ]

& How about Ffunk? How many vorkers did he want?

A Funk was generally in charge of everything that the industry in Germany
needed, All together we delivered a number somewhere around 800,000,

G You mesn to Funk, Selte, and to Sauckel, all three together?

To all different departments of the 3State.

(  As I remember your statement before, it was to the effect that 90F at

least, this labor was voluntary; is that correct?

] S .I,.'\.'}; B M
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A They were all voluntary, The few th 't wanted to try to force these
people, we dealt with those very rapidly and we avolded this action., They wunted

to start this melibhod with us too, but we were able to aveid it.

Q Your statement is that there were no laborers obtained among Polish
workers, for work in Germany, who did not volunteer for that job?

A Yes. Out of the. general government, out of their own free willi. You
can see that from the mumbers involved, because even before the war hundreds of
thousands of workers went out of Foland every year, I have talked to the Colonel
sbout it, We had our work offices all over the country and things ran comparatively
very easy, We even carried it through that people should Le able to come bick for
a furlough, to the general government, The mail situation was brought into order.
Our main job was to care that those Poles in Germany should be treated decently.
At first, this was very bad, Al first, these lFoles were looked upon as enemies,
That we could notice right away because the nuwber of the voluntary workers declined,
Then we saw that they obtained priests, that the whole treatment becaue a more
sensible one and then the people came into contact with the different firms and
wrks, and the people therc had their own interests to teep them. Towards the end
everything became {ine. You can see that from the many Poles who did not even
want to return to Poland. There were 400,000 that did not want to return,

@  You told ms that your first job in Poland was that of Governor Generalj
is that correct?

A I became General Governor on the 26th of October.

Q  What were you before that?

A Before that General &mdat.edt‘wa.s the commander of all Polish territories,

qQ VWoren't you on his staff as a civil administrator?
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A Yes, as civilian administr:tor. |
How long did th:t job last? ‘
A This work actually never materialivzed, I once visited Rundstedt near
Parsaw. Then conferences were aﬁartod in Berlin straight away for the distribution
of the single territories, In that case then there was no real administration,
no central office was formed, but all the Gauleiters, Kreiser, Koch, Foster,
vanted to ret to their country as soon as possible, It would have been impossible
to administer all this territory alone. In this time it was, really, a military
administration that actually had never cone into power,
Q  When were you appointed as civil administrator on von Bundstedi's staff?

A I don't ¥now now., I think it happened in the beginning of October.

Q That will be all for the present.

APTRCVED

{Interrogator)

(Interpreter)
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