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TO THE INTERPRETER BY COL. HINKEL:

Q

A
Q
A
Q

That is y.onr nama?

, Slegfried Ramler, OUSCC,

Fhat 18 your present duty?

I am an intarpreter.

Do you solemnly swear you will interpret my questions from English

into German and the responges of the witness from German into English truly

and correctly to the best of your ability, so help you God?

A

I do.

TO THE WITNRSS THROUGH THE INTERPRETER:

> O » O 9 O

Q

Vhat 1s your nsme?

Hans Frank,

You have heretofore been interrogated?

!ﬂ‘o

And &t that time you were placed under oath?

Yes,

Do you understand th et you are atill under oath and that you have -

promised to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so

help you God?
A . Yes.
Q

/

At the close of our session yesterday, we were discussing ghettos

in Government-General Poland, do you remember that?

A

Yes, but 1t wasn't called General-Govermment Poland,
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'Q 1 used that phrase to distinguish the part of Poland over which

you had been placed in charge as distinguished from the part which was in-

. eorporated into the German Eeich and the part which was occupied by the _

Russians, If it had some particular name which you would rather use, you
may give it to me and 1 shall use that, :

A It was Just called the General Government, At first it was called
the Polish-Gecupied Territories, i

Q Vhen was the name changed to General Government?

A. At the moment of my nomination to General Governor.

Q  ¥hen was that?

A On the 26th of October.

“ 19397

A To_l.
S . We were disoussing in particular the Warsaw Ghettos, do you remem-
ber that?

A Yes.

< Do you have any statements that you want to make in amplification
of or in substitution of any statements you made yesterday with regard to
either ghettos in puﬁl or thlc Warsaw ghctto! '

A Yes.

Q  Proceed.

'1 I want to tell the Colonmel at first that I dida't go into the
-Jattor enough yesterday of what relation the SS and the police had to these
ghettos. Does the Colonel know that Heinrich Himmler had qn:lt.o completely
apart from the General Govox;niont his own organization of police, and does
the Colonel know that Himmler hueﬁh%lth . i_g_'gg]hm BReich a complete

OECRET
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S5 state? : * \

Q TYes, I know about both of those things,

A The conclusion is that I d1d not organisze the ghettos but that I
merely coordinated them into the stmeture of the Reich. The S5 and poliao.
had long before I came into the country formed J.‘I’ll\; advice counsel, Will
the Colonel m;mbor that the war started on the lst of September, 1939, and
that the police and 8S came into the country together wllth the Wehrmacht, and
that I entered the country only later, in November, and may he remember how.
41fficult it is to build up an administration in s country that is slready sd-
ministered by other forces; and I am certain that the false opianion that has
been in the world ahmt' me for tho‘ last years can be cleared up. .

Q Is that all?

A I just want to tell the Colonel that aecor:nng f.o mny opinion h.

'goes far too much into detail, and that I would like to talk in general abdout
the adminigtration of the General Goverament. And all the time while I was

in prison a great mumber of witnesses on me sust have been interrogated, such
as Staat Secretary Buhler and Staat Secretary Bobbler. I was asked yesterday
about a letter I had written to the Governor of Warsaw, I can not remember the
1e.ttor. to the best of my ability.

Q You were the Governor-General of Poland, snd aes suth the ahlniﬂm
_ tion of that area was under your jurisdietion, and while you no doubt wounld pi‘for
to discuss the situation in gen;ral terms, neverthelest I am impelled to sek you
concerning the details thereof, , £

A Fo, Firstl am not Governor-General of Poland, which I want to

repeat, and then 8o many parts of the administration -of Poland were not in
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mny hands,

¢ .That may be. In those si.tuations where you think you were not
charged with the responsibility for what oecurred, you say so, but don't
tell me sny lies about it because we know.

A What do you mean lies? Vhen? Forwhat? I tske the responsibility for |
all this thst happened under ny charge, but I do not take the responsibility
for all that the SS and the pol!.cq have done and the ot.hor organizations in
the Relch which yorked inside the General Government. It is unfortunate
about the title of Gemeral Governor becsuse that sugzgests totalitarian nowers.

Q  Well, to get back to the Warsaw Ghetto, I believe you stated that
you have no recollection of ordering the Governor of the City of Warsaw to
complete the transfer of the Jewlsh nopulation of Warsaw into the particular
area set aside for the gﬁotto by 15 November, 1940, is that correct?

A That I had no recollection?

Q  Yes. .

A Dr. Pischer would kmow that far better thaa I, _
Q  If somebody said, however, that you did issue such an order, would
it be the truth or would it be a lie?

A  That would have to be checked. Yesterday it was a letter., Today
you talk about an order.

Q Well, 2 written document of some kind,

A Signed by me?

Q A writtenm document from you to the Governor of Warsaw,

A I think it is highly improbable thet I have written such a thing
because these things have not been deslt by me personally,

Q How about an oral order, do you remember that?

SO 6y
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A No, I don't remember,

Q And 1if somebody sald that this order was an oral order, to the effect

‘that I have just stated, would you say that that was wrong?

A Yes.

Q In other words, you issued no kind of order to the Governor of
Warsaw with respect to moving the Jewish nopulation into a ghetto?

A Certainly. This situation would hu"o to be cleared up. All the mem
would have to be present and one would have to talk,

VWaeg there a commissar for Jewish affairs sppointed in Warsaw?

The Governor of Warsaw might have dons that,
+

Don't you know vhether he did or not?

That I don't know, but I think so,

Yes, you know he did,

> &£ P O Pp» O

It must have been necessary in order to check the administration,

Q  Of course. as a matter of administrative poliey, he would have
to have a representative of that kind? : 9

A  No, that has nothing to do with administrative poliey. Itl is a matter
of food and water and so on.

Q  Well, I won't debate whether or mot it is an administrative poliey or
administrative procedure or anything else. I merely ask you ie¢ it not a fact that
there !.mn a representative appointed either by you or by the Governor of Varsaw
to handle Jewieh affairs?

A Certainly not by me, It mst have been hy the Goni'mr..-ha was the
competent Authoﬂ ty.

Q  Fow, you stated yesterday that the sdministration of ghettos was
CQRCRET
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handled by a counsel or body of Jews which in turn met with a representative
of the city administration, which in turn was under your direction, is that .
correct?
A No, the representajive of the elty met the governor, Then the city
was under the jurisdiction of the govermor. |
| Q Yes, that is vhat I mean,

A Apd all these questions about clothing and food, 1t vas Just a

~ contimusl oonforan_co between the representative of the Jews and the city.

Q Yes, but the city, the administration of the eity, was under your
general direction, isn't that correct?

A In the sense that tt;a whole country was under my jurisdiction, Then
I would be responsible for every village.
Q  Yes, that's right. You nro.rnron't youl?
A latunn}. The Colonel should not have the impression that I want
to get Imy fﬂlll}' responsibility, I am quite elear about ny fate.

R Do you remember the removel from Warsaw of a large number of Jews
in 19421 ‘ |

A  VWhen should that have beea?

Q  During the period 22 July to 3 October 1942.

A This might have been reported to me later on. Vas this during the
time of the ghetto rising?

Q You know whether or not it was reported t§ you that a lerge number
of Jews had been removed from Warsaw during a period in 19421

A I have understood the question. The Staats Secretary Buhler would know

it. I kmow that = conference had teken nlace between the City snd the Staats
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Q  From whom did he hear it in Berlin? ;

A Certainly from some gentleman in the Ministry of the Interior.

Q You are not trylng to tell me that you would listen to & report
from Staats Secretary Buhler or anybody else without knowiung the source of
the authority?

A That I don't understand. If the Staats -éeerotary Buhler speaks to
somebody in Berlin--

Q  Yes, if he speaks to somebody in Berlin, you want to know whom he
spoke to?

A Perhaps he found it out in a conference wit: Lemmers.

Q Or perhaps he could find it out in a conference with anybody. Who
did -he find it out from?

A That one has to ask Buhler.

Q Didn't Buhler tell you who told him about hese things?

A Not only Buhler !pok.-lb\lt it, but also Staasts Secretary Bobbler spoke
about it, and besides that, thies was a general plan where alwaye the names were
mentioned becense this was a problem that affected the administration all over
Germany, but what we did know was that Himmler was the Reichs Commissar for
Jews., Only once a written document e;no into my hands from Lemmers in which was
written that all affairs in the Reich and all oceupied territories of the Reich
are under the jurisdiction of the Reichs S5S Commissar Himmler., This document
has been repeated in various forms. Once it came in o connection where the
police alone could dispose .°f the property of the Jews; that ell the property

that belonged to Jews who were being evacuated came under the charge of Reichs
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Commissar Himmler and not in the charge of State authorities, and this also
applied to the General Government.

Q I still say that as Governor-General of Poland, when reports were made
to you by your subordinates roga‘rung instructions that they had received from
Berlin while they were in Berlim, that they must have told you from whom these
instrmctions were received and who these people were that gave the instructions
that you refer to. ‘

A I think the best man who would know about this is SS Gruppenfuehrer
Kruger. _ )

Q That may be, but I am asking what you know adout it. -

A I know that what has been rcp'ortod to me. :

Q  And what was reported to you?

A That the Jews on the order of the Fuehrer should be transported
tomards the east in stages, th t this plan was not discussed very often becamse
we often administered those things ourselves and there was a different town,
end there was also a different tml. Theresienstadt, which was also takea into
consideration, but that had not deSn notified to us in writ ing.

Q Now, you said that your subordinates, including Buhler, on occasion
told you adout instrustions which had been received conceming the treatment
to be accorded the Jews or other matters in connection with the Jews, and I
want to know from whom your subordinates received these imstruections.

A l'i.lrat the word "instruction® is far too honorary a word, It was
not really an instruction. It was just the result of conversations and rumors.
Himmler had never expressed his plans so clearly, and vhaf I have said and done
t'm was Just the result of bellefs which were quite clear to me.

Q Didn't your subordinates tell you from whom they had received these
ngéuuou and these rumors that you refer to? |

CVER FAFD S
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A It is possible that Staats Secretary Buhler found it out from Staats
Secretary Stuckhart.

Q As I told you before, anything is possible, What I want to know is
what happened.

A I csn not say. V"henever Buhler was in Berlin and reported anything
like that to me, he was most of the time with Stut. Seeretary Stuckhardt,

Q Is it your statement thea that the suggestbas, or however you may
describe them, regarding the treatment of Jews were transmitted to you by
your subordinates, especially Buhler, who in turn received them from Stuckham?

A What sugzestions?

Q You told me that you took action on the basis of these suggestions,
and I wut.tc know whether or not these suggestions were transmitted to you by
one of your sabordinates as coming from somebody in suthority in Berlin, pare
tica larly Stuckhards.

A Vhat do you mean by "taking action"? ‘

Q Vhat do you mean by “taking action"! You are the one who said 1it.

A  The Colonel asked me.

Q ’ho question is thist Did you or did you not take action in response
to th.e message that you received from one of your subordinates as to what the

people in Berlin wanted you to do with the Jows?

A In no cage have I had anything to dn with the transportation of Jews
from Waersaw, which was a clear internal affair of the S8,

Q  VWhat comnection did ‘you have with the Jews?

A 1 had no competent authority on this particular field. I had a few

Rl {“b; A% T e
i 4
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Jews in the castle with me as wrkers, but I personally hed nothing to do
with the Jews,

_q You stated that after you talked with Buhler that you took action
with reference to the suggestion that Buhler told you about asc eoming from
. Berlin, Vhat were these actions to whiech you refert

A I have not said that I took action.

Q Vhat did you do?

A I don't know what you mean by action, dbut I often talked to Dr, Fischer,
and it 18 2 faet that the transportation of Jews from f‘olmd to different places
was very bad for the economy., We have gotten in touch with the Chief of the
8S, with the Oberkommando of the Wehrmacht Keitel, and thcllloichl ninister to
prevent Jews being transported away from Warsaw, who worked so well produeing
uniforms. My point of view was that it was cragy to do such a thing in the
middle of the war when one must have every button & every uniform, We had
armament officisls that casme to us end begzed us to leave the Jews becsuse
their factories would have to stop,

What did you do about that?
I had done everything to help this sensible suggestion, .
Whet did you do?

1 was in Berlin and I talked personally with those that hed authority.

Q

A

Q

A

Q  ¥ith whom?
A With Funk,

Q Who else?

A Wie talked to Speer.

Q VWho else did you talk to!

A I personally talked to the representative of the Wehrmacht at Cracow,

A T

with the generals, with the representatives of the 4-Year Plan, mqu
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had big interests, and everything tgnt 'd'irectly to the Fuehrer's headquarters.

Q How do you know that?

A That I know because I had the answer which came to Keitel that this
order of the Fuehrer has to be carried out under any circumstances,

Q What order are you referring to now?

A This order that is .a.luy- being talked about, that is, to transport
Jews toward the East, because this order must have been the basic order of the
whole movement. | .

Q You know it was, isn't that rightt

A  That I don't know because I have never received this order. We have
felt the effect,

Q As a matter of fact, when you talked to Hitler before you became
Governor-General, didn't he tell you that that was what was going to happen?

A  When should he have told me that?

Q When he talked to you before appointing you Governor-General,

A He only received me once., JIt was in his special train in Silesia.
We talked together for a quarter of an hour. He told me that I had to take care
of all the administration that was going to be set up and to see that the people
worked and that everything was to be reinstated thet was destroyed during the
War. .

Q  And didn't 'he tell you sbout the Jews too?

A No.

Q Not one word was said during that conversation about Jews, ig that
right! h

A It was & day when Hitler was very busy and a dey when there was very
SEOD
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hard fightiy, when he sai& all special questions would have to be postponed
until later, )

Q Did you or did you not discuss with Eitler sbout treatment to be
accorded the Jews? -

A No.

Q Did you ever discuse that with him?

A I have later discussed with hime-not dlscussed bdut had a eonference
which was in 1943--1 think it was 1943--mo, beceause st that time I reported
to Adolf Hitler that the Jewish production was excellent. That must have been
in 1940, That was the only conference that I had with him in the year 1940,

Q My question is 4id you ever dlscuss with Hitler about the treatment

to be accorded the Jews.

A I have just now answered this cuestion.
How about after 1940,
I have told you that Just now too.

Tell me exactly whet occurred in this conference in 1940, g

> £ PP O

That was no conference.

Q Well, vhatever it was,

A It wes a talk that I had with Hitler where I tried to bring the
economy of the territory onto a healthy basis.

Q  ¥nat 414 Hitler tell you about the Jews and what did you tell him
about it? . '

A About the Jews he asksd how they behaved, what did they do.

Q  And what 413 you tell him?

A Something like that; of course I can not repeet it word for word.

/™ e o o
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That is not necessary, Jjust what you remember about it.
According to the sense?

Yes.

= £ » O

I told him that the special thing about the Jews in Poland van\that
they were a different class of people from what we had in Germamny, In Germany
the Jows are the rich ones., In Germany they are not manual workers; they are
not people who stand in factories and work. In Germany they have been bankers,
docto rs, trade exchange people. In Poland on the other hand, the Jews are the '
small manual workers. They are the bootmskers, the tailors, and not only that,
they are alsoc semi-skilled workers in industry.

Q Vhat else wae said,

A And then I also told him that they are really quite well off, that they
are very industrious and behave well, and that we can not dispense with them
in Poland becsuse the Pole has mot the nature that the German Jew has. The
Jew in Poland was the man that brought the trade into the village because the
transportation of the country was so very bad. There were no railways, and
that was terribly important.

Q What did Hitler say to all this?

A That interested him but he did not talk adbout it further.

Q Did you tell him about hew the Jews were being treated?

A That I could not tell him because nothing especial had happened to
the Jews.

Q What happened after that?

That you know, |

¥ill you tell me what you know about it?

Yes, what I told yesterday?

You didn't tell everything yesterday, Just tell me all over again.

=, 7 FRARK



My God !}
Go rhead, Tell me about it.
Repeat again?,

Yes.

> O P O P&

Yes., My God} I had the whole vopulation of 10} or 11 million
peonle, I can't say exactly, I entered the country on the 7th of November.
Then I found the Jewish population in most cases in the old form of life.
One saw them everywhere standing about in their clothing, in thei r long robdes,
and with their curls., They were spread out all over the country. There were
big perts of cities which they had occupied. In these parts of the cities,
many of them lived under terrible conditions. In.nll my life, I have not seen
es much of dirt and need ag in these Jewish parts. It was this picture that
came in front oAt my eyes for the firat time because if one came out of Germany,
one had a completely different picture of Jews. It was also interesting to
see the racial build-up of Jews. And then I told the Jews in my proclamation
that they can carry on living under the very same conditions. That was my
only intention. It is not right to charge me with any 1nt;ntions of any
inhuman acts toward the Jews,

Q. VWhat heappened?

A The Colonel must remember that I came with very few men into a
completely alien ‘conntry. From the 7th of November it took me a quarter of
a year until I occupied all my service posts, until all these posts were able to
comminicate with the central post or orders from the central post could de
given to tre different administrative sections. Besides I had in the country
the Wehrmacht commander, who had nothing to do with me, who was not under

me at all, and who was not rcspoxisib].e to me for sny reports, and they had
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already been in the country since the lst of September., The SS and police had
already been in the country, as I said before. It is my personal opinion,
‘although Adolf Hitler never told me in the course of all thig time, that Himmler
influenced Hitler to make a very great anti-Jewish campaign, using the reason
that the Jews were guilty of the war against Germany., This of course contributed
" 4n ever-inereasing measure to the more difficult problem of the Jews. The SS
never allowed any of my workers to get involved in thelr Jewish campaigns, A%
first they started to gather together the Jews, saying that anyway the Jews had
their own parts of the town in every town they lived, and it was then we tried
through the formation of ghettos to keep things in order at least in the bigger
cities. In these ghettos all Jews were to be rounded up together; they were
to be under the protection of the police; they were to have their own adwinigtra-
tion there. I want to point o'ut that the order we talked about yesterday about
| the forced labor of Jews, that those orders had actually never gone into effect,
that the S5 acted under their own orders and declared that the General Governor
had nothing to order.
Q ¥heat hepoened to the Jewsl
A Ve _alru,dy talked about today that these ghettos came into their
greatest difficulties, especially larl:w. where food was concerned, 4And thean
in sccordance with the general plan, the general transportation of Jews towards
the east was carried out.
Q ¥hat was your participation in that?
A That I fought against that until the very last moment, as I said before.

Q Then what did you do at the last moment?



A I went to the highest suthorities of the different departments in
order to interest them in my opinion, but I got the decision of the Fauehrer
from the Oberkommando of ¢ e Wehrmacht Keitel, who told me himself *!-:,hat the
Fuehrer wanted the transportation of the Jaws to the east carried out under
any circumstances,

Q After your opinion was overruled, whet did you do?

A I have elresdy told the Colonel bhafore thnt eight times I have offered
my resignation,

Q My queestion is after your ovinion with respect to the transportation
of Jews wes overruled, what did you do?

A I offered my resignation as often as possible.

Q Yes, I know that, dut your resignations were refused, according to
your statements, is that correct?

A My last resignation was offered by me in October of last year.

Q What wes your participation i‘n t e transportation of the Jews after
your protestations were overruled?

A I 8214 that this wes 2 general order of Hitler with which I had
nothing to do, and then I made my big speeches about humanity. I railsed this
flag for the first time in Munich on the technieal high school before e h'ago ad-
ience of students and with the presence of all the press. I spoke against the
8S state inside the state uander the thema, "The Technique of the State.®

] As the Covernor-General of Poland, what did you do to participate in
the transportation of Jews from Poland?

A Firast, the treneportation was not under me at all, The eastern
reilway wae not in my charge., This wss in charge of the Reich '!'rmport?tion

Minister. The police was not under me. - "
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Q V¥hat did you do? Don't tell me the things you dian't do.

A I am telling you why I could not do more tham this. The Colonel
should tell me what I should have done. .

Q - I wasn't vaomor-ﬂ-uo.r&l. You were,

A Colonel, it is easy for you to ask, You come from & country where
laws are being adhered to, I had to carry out a position which ceused me
difficulties day and night. I had to stand as an officer carrying out orders.

Q You had lews to enforce. You were in a country, and you were the
law-making body and the law-enforeing body, weren't you?

I have not given orders nor have I enforced them,
“hat did you do?
I have repeatedly sald it.

Your statements are that you did ncthfng.

> O P O >

" If that 1s not sufficient, the Colonel should tell me what I should

- have done, .

Q 1 am not concerned with what you should have done or should not have
done. I want to know what you did,

A Please don't. spesk so loudly. I heer very well, We want to examine
the things in quietness again,

Q  Yes, let us just discuss them quietly,

A Pirst, the Colonel should tell me what he is talking about, Is he
talking about the poliey, Just poliey, or the transportation of Jews from
VWarsaw.

Q I am now telking about your activities as Governor-General of Poland
with reference to the tramsportation of Jews,

T .
o o
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A Good. I have nelther ordered this transportation nor have I received
an order for .this tmspor;ut ion from anybody else nor has this transportation
been carried out by any suthority of which I wae in charge nor any emthority
that has been under me has been informed of this procedure., It seems that
avery leaf that falles from a tree and every fire that breaks out in the
country 18 being attributed to me. It is just so that I eould not econtrol
everything that has been under me, Himmler was competent, This was not a
movement that only concerned the General Government slone, This t;nntporta-
tion obviously went on all over the Beich. Naturally you can see that no
plan could heve been ecarried out by me becsuse I had the Tipggest interest in
keeping the Jews., For hours we had discussed what we could do to keep the
Jews, and we were sll in the same position, the Wehrmacht, the armament people
and so on snd the 4-year Plan; we had the biggest interest,

Q@  Now, I would like to know what you did with respeet to the treatment
of the Jews befox:q they were transported.

A The treatment of the Jews?! The treatment of the Jews was that we
had done our best to give them work and bread, I set a good example to the
country, I had in the castle in Cracow 20, sometimes even 20, Jews, and not in
snubordinate positions. They had regular businesses there, They had their tools
and they had thel r work, snd this exsmple has been adherad to generally im the
country from our smthority; snd just lile that the country in Kasinos had given
employment to the Jews, and so it could have riulnad until the end of the
war. The orders were forced upon us from the outside against our will, ageinst
our suggestions, against reason, against humanity, and we have been run \
over by it completely., I want to tell the Colonel in this connection ihn. ‘

he alweys asks for what have I done, that at least I and my suthorities
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had decided to live peacefully together v.;ith the Jews,

Q Now, going back to the transportation or the removal of Jews fr‘ol
Warsaw, I believe you stated that you were informed thereof lty one means or
another by one of’ your agsistants, is that correct?

A ....Illaylhavoaglauoftatlr'l

Q We will :mapend for five minutes.

(A short recess was taken.)

THE WITNESS: It 11. not inm my memory to have gotten knowledge about the
transportation of the Ju; from Warsaw especially., I only knew that this
was part of the genersl movement which happened all over the Reich which Buhler
told me about,

Q As a matter of fact, isn't it true that some 300,000 or more Jews were
moved from Warsaw in about a 3-month period in 19427

A That I can not say.

Q Well, you must have knom about that because these were people
working in the various factories over which you had jurisdiction,

A 1 did not have the jurisdiction over the factories. What other
things should I have hadl I have not been able to deal with all 1ittle details
personally, Naturally I got to know about the transportation of the Jews
from Varsaw just as I got to know about the transvortation of the Jews from
Silesis. This must have happened sometime after the start of the Russian
war. This was a terrible time because at that time the whole east was razed,
and Himmler received new responsibilities in the east, and that is why there
was altm the talk about tramsportation towards the easf because one had

those vagt territbeies.
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Q I =m speaking now of a movement of a large number of Jews from Warsaw,
A I too,. -
Q Do you remember being in Warsaw any time during the veriod 19 April,
1943, to 16 May 1943?
A So long!?! Ro, that 1is immossidble,
Q  Any time during that perioad?
A That may be, but I caan not say exmetly.
Q Do you recall anything that happe?ed during that period with refer-
ence to the ghetto?
A I don't know 41f I was there all that time. I would have to find out
from my diary.
Yhere i{s your diary?
That has been given to the Americans.
Do you remember which American you gave it to?
To those that arrested me a.f Tegernsee, .
¥here is that?
In upper Bavaria,
Do you remember the Warsaw ghetto being razed, destroyed?
I don't know the time, When was that?

I say do you remember it being destroyed?

P £ > O£ » o > © Pk O

I ¥now that there was a report once thst fights hed occurred in the
Warsaw ghetto snd that the police and the Wehrmacht had big fights.

Q Dian't you heer that the Warsaw ghetto had been destroyed?

A Before?! No. During the fights I was told in a way that the Warsaw

]
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ghetto had been shot up and destroyed because of the fights, We had last
summer & big rising.
Q When wae that?
A That was in December 1944, That was a very big rising, but thetl. was
connected with the advance of the Russians, .
Q  Vasn't there a destruction of the Warsaw ghetto im 1943 too?
A I told before it had been reported to me thaet in connection with
the fights, the ghetto had been destroyed.
Q Was that during the period 19 April-16 May 1943?
I absolutely could not state the date.
How pany Jews were killed or liquidated during that 1947 period?
In the rising?

Yes,

= O P O P

Yo WNBeF hab Saver been tell 10 me; I owse ssked Hamder 46 show
me the photos of the ghetto but thet was not shown to me. Nobody could enter
this territory. It was shut tightly. It had been declared a uilttary wartine
restriction, end the civilian administration was kept outside completely, I
Just had a very superficial report with no exaet information, and whenever I ;
had a question, I just racoivod the snswer that the queetion hadn't been cleared
up., It was always very difficult to ask questions beceuse the police and the
Wehrmacht said, "Mr, Generti Governor, what have you to do with that quastion?
You should sit in the castle and be a fcpruontative."

Q Did you hear that more than 50,000 Jewe hed been killed or captured

or liquidated one way or the other?
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A This number 1 am hearing for the first time. I have not heard aay
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pumbers, but I heard it was thousands, I was also told that the losses of the
German police and Wehrmacht had been very substantial,

Q@  What action, if any, did you take in connection with the destruction
of the Warssw ghetto ia 19431

A I asked for reports from the Washrmasecht and the police, and it was
reported to me that there was roaily £ big rising with weapone, with esanons,
machine guns of =211 .kinia. that it was an internal civil war,

Q FHov, we have been discussing the Polish Jew and ghetto situation,
Vhet sbout the Poles spart from the Jews?! How were they trested!

A I went to come back to a question and say a few things about it.

Q What question?

A I was sccused in the foreign press that I was part of the Lublin
destruction system. I have the foilc;ung to say to that: 1 swear to God,
the Mighty One, and I want to polnt out that I am 8 believing Christian, that
I neither on the pleaning nor on the préparation nor on the duild-up of this
procedure nor on the ranning of this procedure have taken part directly or
indirectly. When I was arrested in Tegernsee, I was greeted there straightaway
as the Lublin Jew burner and gasser of Jews,

That was in connection with the extermination of the Imblin ghetto?

s}

A "hat do you mesn, extermination of the Iublin gutto‘l

Q Is your stetemert in connection with that?

A This 1e a tﬁing that apveared for the first time last year in the
foreisn preses about a ca.lp near Lublin where I had been accused of the liquida-

tion, This has been the camp near Iablin. The name does not come to me right
T W T W f:r

e

. . _ FRANK




SECRET

now. The Russians have occupied this country, end'I think already four SS

-

leaders have been hﬁnged because of this camp.

Q What about the treatmen t accorded to the Poles whb were not Jews!?

A Is this question a general one? 1In that case I would have to answer
g;nerally.

Q Yes, that's right,

A Tren I mustsay the followinﬁ: That the Polish population had suf-
fered in this war very badly. It is so that I had & population of 95 to
10 million Poles., The Polish pOpﬁlation had suffered in the following way:
It is important to say that I came in the country at the beginning of Yovember,
end the first thing that I noticed was an exceptional uneasiness ingide the
population, At that time there were hundreds of trousands of Poles on the
march, In all parts of the Gerneral Government, there were movements from

east to west and from west to east. That was in connection with a dividing line

it had been drawn between the Russiand and the Germans so that one part of the

Poles vas escaping into the German part and the other part escaping from °*
those parts which had been destroyed by the wér. and there were parts that wanted
to go over to the Russian territory. So this movement was the most important

problem, the problem standing in the foreground. But in ever-increasing measure

: confidence was built up, and the crowning of this achievement was last year

when 380,000 Poks and 200,000 Germans built together the defensive wall against
Bolshevism, I promised to the Poles at that time their lives according to their
own ways, I intended no Germanization, and my mein job and my main intention

was to bring the workers into thelr work places and the fermers into their

fields and peace and quiet in their lives. The biggest organization of
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the Poles was with me, the Polish representative of the Cultural Commission,

Ever since 1940 I worked together with this eommission, which had 24 members

who always had accese to me, and we always had conferences together. This
wee my section., Heinrich Himmler was Reichs Commissar for the ssaembling 3
of the people, in charge of measures for making the people fimer,

Q ¥é will have to suspend now go that you can get bdack for your

luncheon, and we will resume at some later time. _ |
A This afternoon?

Perhaps,

Q
A Because of my hand I have to go to the doector.
Q

.Thcn we will postpone to some other time,

Thereupon at 1215 hours, 7 September 1945, the interrogation was adjoumeds

l
APPROVED: - !
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