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Testimony of HANS FRANK taken at
Nuremberg, Germany, on 6 September
1945, 1430-1700, by Lt. Col. Thomas
A. Hinkel, IGD, OUSCC. Also
present: Herbert Sherman, 0USCC,
Interpreter, and Pvt. Clair Vaa
Vleck, Court Reporter.

COL. HINKEL TO THE VITNESS THROUGH THE INTERPRETER:

Q Do you understand that you are still under oath; that you have
promiged to tell the truth, the whole truth, and ndthing but the truth?

A Yee.

QR At the conclns!.onlof this morning's session, I agked you to think
ﬁuring the noon hour, and to organize in your mind the various points you
wanted to make with respect to your disegreement with Hitler's earliest

petivities., Are you prepared now to mske a statement on that?

14 b |

A Because thie question i{s quite difficult, I would like to first ask two

quegtions. Do you want to know if in case I womnld not have agreed with Hitler,

and would have sald so, that I could have prevented what Hitler actually 414t
I was neither a minister with a portfolio nor is there any law signed with

ny name,

Q 1 mmtI you to tell me all the things with which you disagreed,

that were done by Hitler, whether you could do snything about them, or whether

you think you could pot do aaything about them,

A I would like to know if you would like to have my opinion about
things right now.

Q You mesn you have changed your opinion since these sctions have
occurred?

A During the war, the way Hitler had to fight it since 1939, 1t was
mach more dﬂﬂmlt to express one's own opinion than right now when the war
{s over. During the war it is extremely difficult to speak in opposition to
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a government, Nevertheless, 1 held my speeches of opposition and was punished
by being removed from my post,

Q Tell me what you thought at the time the particular astion that you
desoribed took place, and then if you have changed your thoughts since that time,
you tell me that too, .

A I will ask you if you know the content of my speeches of opposition
to the govermment. I thought this morning that you only had part of my speeches,
but if you would have the whole volume, it would fill the table or the room,

Q Hever mind about your speeches; what I want from you is a statement
along the lines you indicated this morning; that is, that you were in opposi-
tion to Hitler and disagreed with Hitler in various things. Now, I want you to
state what those things are or what those things were at the time. We have dis-
cussed concentration camps. What are the other things that you had in mind?

A Hitler brought everything in a legal way by passing laws, 411 of
those points I am now going to criticise were formerly legal laws. The first
things I accuse Hitler of is the fact that he .n'bolhhod the idea of the creation
of the German Relchstag. We discussed this morning that the Reichstag voted,
by majority full power to Hitler under the condition that the Reichstag in
{tself, and its rights, would continue the same way it was working under the
Veimar system. Practically, Hitler kept his word, because sctually there was
& Reichstag up to the end, but the moment he dissolved all the parties, the
real meaning of the Reichstag didn't exist any more. The German people,
accordingly, were represented only by the party in the Reichstag. That was
one of the reasons why I founded the Academy of German Law, I called to this
scademy all those persons who were of importance in German law, without special

consideration for their party membership. The idea was to try to have opera~
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tive law in Germany through this academy, Is that sufficient or do you want
me to explain it further? '

Q What other explanation is there that you can make?

A I propose that we go through all the points. Do you want to have
more details?! I am quite willing to give you more.

Q Yes; I suggest that you finlsh your statement with respect to all
the points; and then any matters for clarification I shall take up.

A The next point I criticiszed is the fact that Hitler dissolved the
Reichsrat. The Reichsrat was a representation of the different eighteen
countries, eighteen or sixteen countries, who altogether represented the
Germsn Reich, such as Bavaria, Prussia, amd Hamburg, By the fact that Hitler
dissolved the Reichsrat, these different countries did not have any influence
on the law making in Germany any more. Up to this date the influence of the Reichs-
rat on the German law making was quite important. Now, Reich law could be made
by the Reichstag without consulting the Reichsrat.

A Third point is the position of the Reichs President, which Adolf
Hitler dissolved fm 1934 after the death of Hindenbirg, In the case of the
Reicherat and the Reich President, Hitler could explain that he never took an
obligation to keep that uwp, contrary to the continuation of the Reichstag, where
he took the obligation to make no change whatsoever. The next point would be the
fact that Hitler dissolved all the existent little eountries into one Reich.

He degraded those countries to provinces, Thoss countries lost thelr charaster
as a state and were dependent entirely on a centralised govermment of the Reich.

Now, I am coming to something else that I wanted to criticise very strongly,
and that is the fact that Himmler was able, under the protection of Hitler, to
build up a state in the state, with the help of his SS. This S8 state in the
German state was expanding and gmt§ ﬁa;; mﬂmu over more rights and

control through menace or influence. T!w rules for “the 85 were made by
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Himmler, Himmler had executive rights, not only for the S5, but for the
police. He had his own lar making. He made out the life rules for the mem-
bers of the S8« A leader of the SS could marry only with consent of Himmler,
The S8 had thelir own S5 courts where any kind of erime or theft was dealt
with, The biggest disadvantage Adolf FHitler brought into Germany was the

fact that he let grow this S5 state in the state. Those special assignments,
Hitler gave Himmler, were not mede known only in the party but in the state.
The knowledge of those rights Hitler gave Himmler was made known not only on a
high level in the Reich, but down to little countries and provinces.

‘ Himmler built up hie own science. He created his own institute for
scientific research, Himmler had his own representative in the various groups
of economy everywhere in Germany., In those parts of the government where
Himnler had not direct control, members of the SS were sent, in order to control
those parts, informally, for Himmler's adventage. Himmler himself could never
be accuged by anybody in the Reich. He could not have been prosecuted by
anybody in the Reich, but he had to the possibility to prosecute or to sccuse
everybody in the Reich.

BEverything that is coming now, is strictly connected with what I said
before; for instance, one of the most serious spproaches which can be made to
Adolf Hitler, is the fact that he broke the promises he made to the Christian
Religious Unities and the churches., I mention for instance the Concordat Hitler
made with Rome, This Concordst was made in '33 or '34 and was quite promieing
for the Catholie church, but thanks to Himmler, the Catholic Church in Germany
had & terrific situation during the period begiuning '36 to the end of the war,
Everything protected through the Concordat was sbolished, The Catholic facul-
ties at the universities in Munich were dissolved in contradiction of the
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Concordat. I tried on several occasions to do something against this abolish-
ing of now existing rights dbut without any success.

Nearly the same thing happened to the Protestant Chureh but not that
bad because the Protestant Church did not represent the same state, might, and
power the Catholie Ghurch had through Rome. A good exsmple here is the case of
Pastor Niemmller, All those were the first steps toward the final breakdown
of any kind of law in Germany. The security of the individual to find his rights
in justice, or at court, were nonexistent by the fact that everybody, even
if the court decided that the man was innocent, could have been picked up at
the back door by Himmler's SS and be put into a concentration camp, internment
camp or politieel prison.

Q Have you finighed?

A No. One of the worst things is the fact that Hitler introduced,
during the war, the responeibility of the whole family for the fault of one
member of the family, and named that Slppenhafhu;lg. That was by far the lowest
grade law could attain,

Now I should explain all those different points with various examples if
you ghould like me to do so. In the very beginning when the Reichsrat wae
abolished, and things like that took place, nobody realized what the future would
be. Now, looking back, we see that everything served the sole purpose: to make
the whole German people the private property of one man, Adolf Hitler. For me
there was only one possibility left. I wented to save the independent judge.
If I only could help to have an independent judge, then law in Germany would
have Been grented, and you will not be able to show me in any of my speeches
in which I 4id not point out that we needed in all of Germany sa independent
judge. The whole character of the state wae false., What was in the beginning
a voluntary people movement became later a forced institution., It was not

Qr‘i Ay BT o

- ) T
A T Gl



S ey P BT T

Only contradiction to lawi it was contradiction to the Party program itself,
because the Church was mentioned in the Party program, so was the maintenance of
law mentioned in the program.

Q Have you finished your statement?

A Yes.

Q As I understand, your conclusion is to the effect that the principles
of the Party were perverted and the action of the Party perverted to bring
into power one man, Hitler; is that correct?

A Yes, always in order to enforce Hitler, to make him stronger, or
it might be that Himmler or Bormann wanted to secure for themselves the
successorship of Hitler,

Q  VWho else bemefited from this succession of power to Hitler?

A The official successor was Goering; the second successor was Hess,

Q You don't understand me., My question is who, besides Hitler,
benefited?

A Himmler, Bormann,

Q  VWho else?

A Everybody had an advantage who was part of the inner circle.

Q Who was the inner circle?

A Those thousands who were dependent on Himmler and were paid by
Himmler,

Q Who composed the inner circle?

A During the war it was Goebbels.

1t
Q  Yoi let's not limit/to the wag: throughout the whole period?
A

Goering was originally No. 1, but certainly not at the end of the
war. Himmler in the beginning was just nothing and was quite om top in the
end, Bormann started as a very unknown man and was quite on the top at the
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end of the war, Himmler, with all the strength, worked himself up from the
beginning.

Q Who else besides the three that you have mentioned were part of the
inner cirecle?

A In the end, Doenitz played a big role, but I am not sure of it, 1
have never been in the headquarters. I saw the Fuehrer during the war only
two or three times. I only know from hearsay.

Q Tell me about the ones you know about,

A Lammers was always around; Bormann, Himmler, Doenitsz, Goering,
Ribbentrop.

Q  "ho else?! You know them. JYou were a member from 1928 on.

Q Up to the putsch, Roehm was one of them,

Q Who else benefited from this poliey that put Hitler at the top?
You have given a few names dut there are more, and you know who they are.

A I enid those thousands, who were dependent on those men, who had the
power under this system, who got the positions and income.

Q Yes; we know that.

A Ley had tremendous influence, BStrelcher was one of the oldest co-
workers of the Party. All those men got tremendous gifts from Hitler, money,
and positions.

Q These people all benefited?

A And Amann was one of the oldest, most faithful friends of Hitler,

Q Ve know all that. Ve want to know the people around Eitler who
benefited most. Who are they?

A This is the inner eircle I just mentioned before: Ribbentrop, Goering,
Goebbels, Himmler, Bormann, b R

Q@  Vhat sbout Hess? 2 HLT
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A Hess felt that he was in a disadvantage in comparison with Goering,
and he played a very curious mystic role toward his end.

Q What sbout Rosenberg!

A Rogenberg had a very high estimate from the Fuehrer as a professor,
but never took sny active part in any decision.

Q Can you think of aaybody else?

A There were some gauleiters.

Q Vhat about Keitel?

A Keitel is one of those who came up to his might only when Blomberg
had to go.

Q  Vasn't he one of the imner eircle too?

A  He was considered as a right hand of the Fuehrer in a purely military

Q How about politically?
A He was not very liked by the German Wehrmacht because of his close
connection to the Party and Hitler,
Q As s matter of fact, he was a political general, isn't that right?
(¥o response).
¥hat about Jodl?
Jodl is a specialist with a very good character.
Ig he in the same place as Keitel?
Ag an officer, Keitel has not the same estimate as Jodl.
What about as a politician?
You are talking about Keitel or Jodl?

I am talking asbout Jodl.

» O P O P O© »» o ¥

Jodl is a man who Was never known in politics.
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Didn't both Keitel and Jodl benefit from Hitler's rise to power,

and weren't they members of the inner cirele!?

A

By the fact that they had to be in the general headquarters, they

naturally were very often with Hitler during the war, I could not say if

they had any sdvantage by Hitler's rise to power. I would not know if Keitel or

Jodl got any presents from the Fuehrer during any speecial occasion, like a

birthday.
Q
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place.

Q

Did you ever get any presents from the Fushrer?

No.

How did that happen?

Thet eame out of my position I held toward Hitler.

Vhat was your job in September, 1939?

I was drafted and I was a lieutenant in the Army.

What was your job in October 1939?

I wae nominated by the Fuehrer as a General Oovernor for Cracov.
"y 414 he give you that job?

There are many who say that he 1liked to see me in such a disposed

Never mind what many of them sey. What do you think?! Why do you

think you got that jobdb?

A

I sincerely believe at that time, that Hitler wanted to give me 2

chance to prove to him, what I was able to do, an a man of administration,

but I lost his confidence slready after one waek when I saw what kind of

responsibility Hitler gave to Himmler and to Goering in the same area I was

supposed to be the responsible man, My first action wes that I resigned.

Q

It is pretty hard to beliesve, isn't it, that you had all this opposi-

tion to Hitler from 1933 to 1939, and that he would give you such a nice jod?

5"



o B -

L I ‘) -‘-“
n o ‘

[ - o o R |

You don't think that is odd, do you?

A 1 was & member of the Party. I was known as & man of law, I was
known on an international basis. I visited Polend twice. The same way he
made von Neurath protector in Prague, he nominated myself as Governor for Poland,

Q Do you think that those qualificetions were what made him select you
for the Governor General of Poland, the fact that you were a member of the
Party, known as a man of law?

A This was not & task of law, but a task of administration,

Q Thet's what makes me wonder why he appointed you. You were not an
administrative man, were you! You were not an administrator at that time.

A 1 was astonished myself,

Q Yes; I cen see why you might have been.

A ! couldn't understand it myself. I especially traveled to see him
and to talk about it.

Q Vhat did he tell you when you traveled to him to talk about it?

A I just got a call from him to come at onece to see him,

Q What did he say, sad what did you say, at this conference that you
had?

A  He told me that this was not a situation for me to be a lieutenant in
the Army during the wer, I was the only minister and Party leader who was
active in the military force. I told him, "I am an officer in a very proud
regiment and now we are at war, and now we have to give an example with a gun
{n the hand." Hitler said, "I don't care about that. You will have a special
war task and you just have to take your assigaments.” FHitler said, "I promise
you I will help you to overcome all difficulties, and you may see me any day
you want to discuss anything with me.," .
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Q ¥hat did he tell you he wanted you to 40 in Poland?

A For Hitler the most necessary thing wss to get order in economy and
travel, It was general administration and to teke care that all troubles we
found in Poland would be eased.

Q What kind of troubles 4id he refer to!?

;\ Those troubles in connection with the normal war,

Q  The war was over at that point, wasn't {t?

A For instance, the destruction of vart of the country, the destruction
of Warsaw, the destruction of factories, bridges, and trains, the movement of
displeced persons, This was the picture the way we found it., Now, it was my
tagk, through a normal administration, to get order,

Q  He thought you were an expert on that, didn't he?

A I asked him if he really thought that I was the right man for this
task., He said, "You may choose your own co-waksrs the way you want,"

Q What was the task he really gave you there!?

A The exact task was to represent the Reich, snd the construction of
administration.

Q What special instructions did he give you with reference to the
treatment of the Polish population?

A  He only said that the situation in Poland was especially difficult
right then. He said I must understand that, therefore, he would have to give
specelal jurisdiction to Himmler and to the Army to guarantee that order will
be re-gstablished as soon as possible, Besides that, it should bde a rule that
the situation should be discussed from time to time with Hitler, but I must tell
you that during the time elapsed of five years, there was only one big con=
ference with Hitler. On a certain scale, I had altogether three conferences,

but this was the only one thst wg gf. ;5{ ?%-pﬁo?rtg“.
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Q@  whs ves the date of this conferencei

A The first time I hended in my resignation in October
1939, It.uaajust at this time that Himmler tried to force on me
as Seoretary of State, the same way I mentioned to you before Qhere
Himmler tried alwayeto gain influence on those parts of ﬁhe govern-
ment he had no direct control of,

Q Vhet was your rizst official action when you were
appointed Governor?

A After my entry into Cracov, on November lstl or November
7th, a proclemation to tLe inhabitanie or;Grgcov;

Q What did you do about gelting labory

A It vae & vaiuntary.demand to the .cpulation,

‘< hg g metter of faot, your first officlel sction really
was on the 26th of October, 1939; isn't thei right:

A No,
And it wasn't on entering into Cracov, wes 1t
I was nominated on the 26th of Octotler,
You were appbinted that dsy, too, weren't you?

Yee.

Whst wes your.first officlal ection on thal day?

> & » £ » &

I hadn't cven been in Cracov &t this tise,

Q Does that make eny uifference &bout making en officisl
ection? Do you have to be in Cracov to do thatv

A The first thing that I did was td get my co-workers
together. 1 nominsted Buhler &s chief of wmy post, There 1 had my

first difficulty with Himmler because he tried to force upon me

FORET
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Turner as Secretary of Etate,

Q What other kind of labor did you try to get on the 26th
of October 19391%

A You went to know what I did later?

Q No; I want to know what you did on the 26th of October,
This morning you complimented yourself on your remerkable memory.

A Can you give me any help?

Q@ - Do you remerber signing sny Jecreesthat day?

A ~ If it wassigned, then it is right, hu% right away I.
can not remember exasctly what 1t was. .

Q Do you remember a decree introducing forced labor for

all Polish nationals of Jewish descent?

A If I sgned it, 1t came from me. I don't know if it was
the 26th of October.

@  Was it the 27th?

That I don't know.

K

Do you remember the decree?
A Yes; 1 rememkber.
< ¥hat else do you remen ber about 1ty
A It wasnot forced labor; it wee an obligsiion to work, .

@ - Dbid you order that ali Jewsbe broughi together in e ecial
places for this voluntary work, asyou aesorihe'it?

A 1 would like to see the decree, if it was & general
order, or Af 1 have slgned this g ecisl order,

@  You will be down it soon enough. In the mesnwhile, I
went to teet thismemor'y you spoke sbout éhiamorning.‘

A At the very bﬂslnningtwnuhler and some other representa-
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tives of different ministries handed to me decrees I had to sign,
Iq Vid you read those decrees?
A I did not only read the decrees, but I studied then,
1 sgreed entirely, that during & wey, it wes quite &ll right to
uee ti.iskind of lsbor the way we did, naturszlly, in the interests
of the helch,
@ I am not talking sbout thet right now; 1 am Just t;lking‘
y aboﬁt whether you daid, or did not, on.br about the 26th dsy of
October 1939,‘issue the kind of decree 1 just told you sbout; did
you or didn't yout \.
'y 1t that ismy sgnature, then 1 aid,
" Don't you remembert
A Yes; it wae a speciel wich of Adolf Hitler that under

eny condition 'we had to start &t once with the work.

(¥] So you dii iseue those decrees, didn't youv
A Yes.
Q Of ccuree you aid, and it wee your rlrst'orflcial act

too, wasn't 1ty

A No. g _
") 4L was Llie gecond aecree thel you algned; 1le thet 147
- A It seenetnel eil those wecrees were together on the

first number, uhere differgnt lawe were paesed,

<, Wwhen did Hitler tell you to lssue this decreev

A Already during the conversation 1 mentioned before.

) ihy didn't you mention thisdeoree when you Loid ue
about that conversation?

A I told you that 1t(¥§p Hitler especisl wish, to recon-
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struct ss soon as poselble, Poland, and to get order into this

country.
)
decree?

A

Now you tell me that he also told you to issue this

He did not tell me to mazke this decree; he oniy tdld me

that we would hsve tc start with the reconstruction of Poland and

restore order as soon g¢ possl ble,

Q

A

S0 it wee your idees to lscue this decree?

It wae not especislly my own idea; it wae, the result of

ell the conferences I had with all those persons, who were charged

with the reconstructicn of the country.

Q

It wae your job, wasn't 1t, to get the recongruction

done in Polegnd?

A Not Poland,
That pert of Pcland cf whick you hed charge?

A Yes.,

< It was your responsibility to get il done toc, wasn't
it |

A Yes; so far as they left me the right to deal with it.

s 80 you leaed this d?aree?

A Yes

< What other decrees dld you issue while you were Governor-
General of Polandi = |

A I was not the General Governor of Poland,

< Qf thsat parf of Poland of which you were the director,

A‘ Up to 1944, thera wee a tremendous amount of decrees 1
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Q I am speaking about labor for reconstruction and other
kindsof work, |

A I think these mentionéd, the two decreeg were the main .

decrees, but besides that we stacrted ¢t once with the free &and '
voluﬂtary labor.
w Lo you iremember making & speech in November, 1541, &t
the Unlveraity in Berlin%
A I.Abaut what?
<@ Vo you remember making & speech?
A Yes; I do remember theat,
About what wasthe speech¥ .
That was & speech gbout zenerel governmant.’
what did you ceyv :
1 telked purely ebout the rcconstruction work,

£ » £ » &

What did you esy about the perticuler decree, the one
‘about which we have Just been talking.

A Thet 1 can not remenmber now., I really must esy that I
had a fremendaussuacesgani &t the tine 1 was 1in Berlin, we reslly
could sey thet we succeeded in thie eo diff-icult taek,'nct only
with thanksto the forced lebor, but'generelly thenks tc other co-
- operation like that,

. < Didn't you aaj that this decree, plus other decreesof
yourg enabled the CGerman authorities not oniy to exploit Polid
Jewe a6 & eleve leoor I'croe, but eiso to deport thew wherever you

wanted them} e

¥

L " A
A That I never said, s § ol R
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0 . "hat did you say alonz that line?
A 1 never said such a thing, That is impossible that 1 said thinge
like that.

a That did you say along that line, if you didn't say that?

A That is exactly against everything that I planned, sought, and
really ¢id. I always mentioned that the Polish population, the omes that
were not influenced by resistnnee grouns, followed all our rules and co-
overated very much with us nnd were very g‘,ﬁntlo. That is why I was so proud
of heing ~bhle to attain something that did not work out in some other countries;
and that was the mutual coafidence between the pop;llation and the poverament.

0 They liked you, dicn't they?

A Yy versonal relationship towards the Polish population was es-
necially poode I always live’ amony Poles over there. They served me, and
I helvad them out, and I rmst say our connections were really very pood. Under
me vorkad more than 200,000 “olish of'icials.

0 How a out the Polish Jews?

A I vas not responsi-le for the Polish Jews, It was Himmler who was
charged with all the rules referring to the treatment of Jews in Poland., In
a case vhere the Poles ware part of a resistance movement, even those Poles
were under ﬁh? jlr?sdietibn of Himmler. #s a result, the Polish Jews worked
under Police suvervision, and you must find it in one of those decrees.

4 You had something to do with 'the Polish Jows, though, d¢idn"t -,vou?

A Yesy I tried to save some of them at my residence.

n Did you save many oi' them?

A During the time I went to the Relich, they todk them away from mo.
1 had a possassion near Graeav. I was living on & sumer ro;idonee near

Cracov, 2nd there a Jewish counle ware in charge of'my stahle, and 1 tried
P e ;
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to save them too, but during the time I had to leave for Uermany they were taken
away {rom me.

Q _Whnt ahout this decree of Uctober 26th?

A This decree on Uctoher 26th mentions the faet that the Jewish
forced lahor had to work uader Police suvervision.

o That is all the dealings that you had with the Polish Jews, just
that one decree? ‘

A Yes; it must be the only thing. I don't remember anything else.
It might be possihble that I had a.r‘mthor‘ d.ocroo. I made another decree con-
cerning the ghetto in Cracov, but I am not sure a“out it. It might be that
eveén the order for the construction of the ghetto was a part of the police
administration, not of mine. . x

N Ve will take & five-minute recess vhile you think it over and see
if you can remember some other decrees dealing with Polish Jews.

A If there are d;crooa bearing my name, then maturally I made them.

Q Never mind, I want you to rermember this. You think about this for
five minutes and then we will see.

(A short recess was taken.)

n Do you remsmber now any cther decrees that you sipned dealing with
Polish Jews?

A I don't know‘if you mean by that one of the decrees where the
Polish Jews were obliged to have the Star of lavid on an armband.

0 Do you remember that one?

A I don't remember if I made the decree.

. ) You know very well that you sipgned that decree, doa't you?
A Did I sign that? If I did, then it 1= all rizht. I don't want

you to hqlievn that I want tc demy anyihing I sirmed. I have been in orisom

! Q ';“ 4 B M B
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for four months, and you must realize it is very hard for me to concentrate

myself. I don't vant you to have the impression that I want to deny anything

I dida

N

Didn't you on the 23rd day of Hovember 1939 issue, above your own
sirnature, a decree callins for the serregation of Jews in the peneral governe
ment rerion of Poland, and comvelling all ?olish -natinmls of the Jewish race,
atove the are of ten, to wear a white armband witﬂ the Star of David? This
decreo threatened irovrispnment and a heavy fine on all who failed to comply.
A Yesy in my su conscious mind I remewher that,
¢ Phat about your conscious mind?
A Luring :t:hia tire, it was a rule in the whole German Reich that the
Jews had 4o wear the yellow star on their breast. I didn't want to have the
| same thing aﬁd thought it would he a pood idea %o hayn something else, because
I jﬁdged it nuch better than to have this yellow star; so I suzpested the
white srmband with a star, because all the Cerman workers anyhow had some kind
of an ermband, I thought it was not so diseriminating for the Jeui to wear
an armband something similar to ‘hose of the Jerman workers, It was a rule
in the Reich, and I considered it meh better than' those the Reieh had now in
order. It was much less diseriminating. Desides that, those were all pgeneral
orders coming from the Reich.
You raid ygu remsnher a speech you rade at the University of Berlin
in November 12413 is that not so?
A Yes, I vroftest tha* I gald anything a-out the treatnent of Jewish
forced lahore ;
To whom did you make this speech?
A It was a peneral o”ficial speech I made. It was not a pure
academical speech I made; % was wore for the publie.

b B T T —
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¢ Yidn't at least a part of your amudience consist of the ambessadors
of countries that were allied with Cermany?

A I think there was the Ambassador of Hungéry, or Slovakia, vresent,
but I don't imow exactly.

Q Do you recall what you stated on that occasion, with r;farence
to the original intention of the Nazi Party, with respect to the concentra-
tion of all Jews?

: A I thought they were supvosed o “e trs;ns:'.‘orred to Bohmen, IHimmler had
once a vlan to concentrate all Jews in 3ohmen, or Lo the Tast, but, formerly,
this rlan was made by Himmler only after 1941 to send all Jews in the Russian
part of Poland, and the Russian occupled territories. It is asuite possible
that I referred tq this speech from Himmler, but in Jovember 1941, it was
not only the cuestion of my little vart, I was *ova;nor in, but it was on

"behalf of the whole Tast.
Q Uon't you remember that you said on that occasion that it was at
one time the nlan to concentrate all Jews in Poland?
A Nos that certainly is aot so. It was never *le intent to concen-
trate all Jews in Poland.
Q Where was it intended to concentrate the Jewa?
A In the Last,
o] Whose intention was fhat?
A From Hitler and those men, Himmler, and those men around him.
Q Did you ever pget any written directives or instructions with refer-
ence to that?
A Noj never.
Q@ Then how di¢ you mow it was Himmler's plan to do *hat?

A Somebody told me in Cracov, that all the Jews be sent to Therosienstadt
Fd ..'"W -“‘H"i m_' _:N‘ F‘_ﬂ‘_"
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cend the Easte At thls time we considered the East containing ell of Russia.

o Do you remerher stating, duriang that speech, that it haé been

decided that instead of concenirating all the Jews in Poland, that Poland was -

to serve werely as a transmission eamp and that the Jews actually were to go
farther East?

A That 15 a russtion of the policy concerning the Jews that was only
in the hands of Himmler. e was soc mach in charge of this ~uestion, that
;o even was not ohliged to make ii kaown to courtries conceraed avout whak
kind of action he was a:out to take.

e You don't remember then malking the statement about which I have
just told ypt;?
\ A I don't want ta'éeny. that on some occcasions 1 did mention some-
thing ahout the solution of the Jewish auestion, g&qauso this cuestion at this
time had to bg brought tec ils end.

e Lo you mean the solution of sending them East?

A lioy we were waiting for a nglu%ion from Berlin, to know exactly

what we could do a“out those poor men.

0 "hat was your suprestion for the solution?

A I never was cupposed to make any solution. %e worked ouite well °

torether with the Jews. They were distributed among the eountry, snd without
the Jeows th;ra would never have becn any commerce. The Jews in Poland are
spacialista, lice tsilors or shoems'ers. ¥ithout “hose litflo Jomish commere
e'al men, it would have hee:i very hard fo pet along. My poverument had always
the inteatioa %o leep those Jews in their places “ecaise we needed them in
thelir work. Ye proved that. We had “o lay down the factories aflter the

romaat Jaws were doporited rom Poland.

e e b s Rt
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Q  Getting back to this speech you -ade in November 1941, don't you
remember making statemsnts that I have just told you?

A That all Jews are suppoged to come to Poland?

0Q Noj the s%stemeuta were these: In the course of your lecture, you
stated that at one timq it was the nlan %to hring all the Jews Lo Poland, but
that thie nlan had heen changed,.and that instead of using Poland as a »lace
%o concentrate the Jews, Poland was to he used only as & campiag grouad, while

¥

the Jews were moved further Zast.

A I certainly did not originate this kind of speech., It is a‘SOIﬁtaly
impossible.

Q Didn't you say during that speech that since the Jews had coune
originally from Palestine, it dida't make any difference if they were trans-
ported an additional 900 kilometers to the Sast?

A I am sare that I dif not say that.

Q Well, if somebody remembers hearing you say it, wonuld you say that
that person was lying?

A Nojs I would not say that.

Q Then if scmebody made a record an! ;aid that you sald what I have
Just stated, would you say that the record was wroag?

A If it is an official stenographer, or if' it is made by soms official
party, then I naturally can not deny it.

Q Who estahlished the ghettos in Poland?

A The police started with it. They concentrated them torsther in a
certain living ocuarters.

Q  Vhat was your comnection with trat?

A I tried to get a cort;in law into.all of those decreos,iand I.
remember now, that I made a decree shout the constraction of Jewisk living

Fl-i?sf*f??,??’?
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0 You established *the ghettos, didn't you?

quarters.

A I only made those decrees lewful. It was not the task of the
police tc consider the cuestion of s;wago, water, and labor, and taxes for
those phettos. That was my taske.

. 0 My ouestion is thiss:‘ Did you or 7id you not, by decree, lepalize
the setting up of rhettés?

A I only t;ied, when those chettos were erected by the Police, to
ret a lopa) “ackpgrouad and foundation for those things.

) You did that hy ‘ssuing a decree, didn't you?

A In +he interests of everybody, and especially, in the interests
of the Jevws. .

A You did that hy issuing a decree, didn't you?

A I ‘o reme~her that I sirmed a law concerning all of that, but I
would not remernher exactly if it was in the form of a decree.

0 You read it, didn't yonu?

A Yesy I suppose if it was a decree, I read it before I signed it.

A

You never sizn anythinz without reading i+, do you?

A It is sometires nossible that it haprendd.

e You don't really think that you signed this decree without reading
it, do you?

A Nog I don't think so.
How many ghettos were esta lished in the Covernor-Ceneralship of

Poland?

-

A I could not say that offhand, We had a terrifiec prohlem with those

ghettos, and it vas one of the most awful tasks I had.

~TY

0 There vas & "ir one ip Lublin, wasn't there?
g; lefTDen o i
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. A It was surely in bublin, Viarsaw, and Cracov. If there were more ghettos
in other towns, I could mot say.

Q Who was charged with the administratiap ¢ ilese ;hetlos?

A My administration let ihe ghettos goverau Themselves, aund they wers
responsible to my officials. They huc Sheir own police in the zheltos.

2 ° The fact of the matter i1z that you were ia charge of the phellos,
weren't yﬁu?

A The responsibility was thu' of the goveranor, the bhurpgomeister, and
a responsible man in the ghetto.

Q hnd you were tie poveracr, were you act?

A 1 was the Cenoral Govermor. I don't went to #imin’sh my respon=
sibility by accusing others.

Q A1l T am saylng is that it was your ultimate reaponsihility, as

o i
Governor Gemeral of Poland, to edminister thess ghettos. Now, you cid it by
one means or another, but the faet of *the matter ig that it was your respon=
sibility; isn't that so?

_A Ofiginully, those rhettos were erected by the »olice. I later had
two decrees to legalize those facts. TFurtherwore, I vms charged with admine
1atration; but we had terrific diffienlties vith the noclice who did interfere
daily into our ndministfat;cn mgasures. The idea of my decree was only to
protect those Jews, whe, without any special deerso end law, would have been
dirminished ¢r elininated. There was alvmys *he talk shont the elimination of
the Jews, and I tried, by these decrees, o save them, It wes entirely vromg,
1 ¥now ﬁhat you will always want to put me fn & roiltion where I will be
accused as the originator of those ?h.ttﬂﬂ,;ﬂut +hat is aot the truth. They

were slready erected, end 7+ was only my *ask to lesnlize those things.
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I know for five years I have heen considered as War Criminal No. 1 and that I was

a f,rrihlh Jew 'alter and killer, andi a man who wanteéd to ernse the Poles from

the world, but you have to look really ‘nto those thinss in order to see that &

that is not the truth. I know that those approaches were mentioned in the press

and the radio against me. “n the first rfay of my arrest, the people mentioned

that I had killed 600.000 Poles, and I don't Imow how many Jews.
¢ I don't want you to have the idea that I am accusing you of anye
thing. 211 T sm tryin- to get out of you is factual information.

A, Tor what I wvant o say, these wen will be the witnessesy Tischer

from Varsawy Zorner from Lubliny Dr. Buhler snd Governor Wachter from Cracov.

They will say in my defense that I alvays tried to¢ prevent the worst, and
that my ideals were to ffpht to help. I was charged with delivery of food
to the r~hetto. The police only concentraled there, but it was my task %o
pive them something to eat. Those noor menew-

Q Y10 you ever visit the chetto?

A Nos Cnce I went %o the rhetto in Warsaw.

0 "hat did you find there? Whet ‘rere the conditions?

3 The conditions, in the lonp ranpe, were ahsolutely impoésiblcg
Jader any conditions, a change was necessary, and then started the hizrest
~attle I ever had., Itwas impossile to get the necessary focdstulfs for
those 100,000 poor men. fe 4i¢ what we could, hqt the land was poor. The
country was poor, and all arouad was the police. Ue really had to smug rle
in foods I ssk you tc hear the Covernor rischer who was at Warsew, who i
ahle to ive you a detailod.roport confirming what I just told you. For a
certain tine, conditions in ‘he shetto were better. The Jewish inmates in

the phetto made treaties with German industries for deliveries of uniforms
f"‘ "“"J""’%“F" e
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and other things.

4] fhat did you do to hetter ‘c'nd ‘tions in the Varsaw mhetto,]a fer
'yﬁu made your trip through it?

A 1 gave at once to Covernor FPischer the order to do everything in
his means to deliver food to the ghetto and to try te better conditions.
Rhen I came back to Cracov, I had a meeting Fith all the different celopates,
and I discussed all my plans, and as a result, two mea went to Perlin in
order to effect treaties between German factories aand the iﬁmataa of the
ghetto., During m& next trip to Berlin, I had a personal conversation with
Minister Funk.

Q Vhat was that discussion about?

A About the general economical situation in Polaﬁﬂ, the general
government in Foland, and especially the vossibility of small industry in
the ghetto.

Q Did you tell him ahout the ghetto?

A Yesy I did.

£

VWhat ¢id he say?

A le promised to help sad he did help.

£

In what way?

A He gave us orders, especially for the pufpcse of the Army.

Q I acticed when you gave the liet of {hings that you objected to,
or took exception tP with respect to Hitler's regime, you didn't mention the
_treatment uocordod‘tho Jows.

A I could have mentioned much more. If you say that, you could come
- sider the whole problem as unethical.
A

That may viry well be, but the fact is you were given the opnor-

5
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tuaity to set forth all the things to which you took exception.

A If it je yoﬁr imprassion to consider myself as a Jew baiter because
I didn't mention varions other points, then you are wrong. |

o I baven't any impressions a% all regarding your Jewish activities,
bt I want to find out from you just what your dpinion is with respect to
thate |

A We had to solve the Jewish problem in Cermany. My idea of the
solutioﬁ was to get the Jawish population cut of Germany through emipgratione
That means to ro into other countries who would like to have them. It wms
very diffienlt in the yrars after the revolution for the German population |
to live together with the Jews, anc it was originailylﬁitler's progran to
emiprate all the Jews from Cermany.

Q “hat was your opinion of the laws which were snacted deprlving
Jews of their full rights as Garmaﬁ citizens? ~1d you agree or disagree
with those laws?

A Basically, I agreed with thoce laws. Ihe Jews are & special people,
and they ghould have their owm state. The best thing would have been if they
wo11d have heen givan.a state and thev wonld have lived over there amd would
have been happy. This Jewish problem is not a specifie German problem, as
an international problem, =nd starts to be a probiom in every country all
over the worlde It is not only a problem of thie time we are living im,

actually, but it is & thousand-year-old problem.

L

\
o How do you reconcile your professed desire to have the CGerman

state orerate on a lezal hasis and, therefore, your cprosition to Hitler
because of some of the things that he cid, and your statement that you

agreed with these laws that made Jews less than German citizens?

~
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A That at that time was my opinion <bout ‘he Jewish problem. That
really at that time was my opinion. 1 was at that time a very poor man. I
;aW'thn Jews had all very rich positions and fortunes, and out oflthis youthe
ful critieism, I cam&ta ny judgment about the Jews.

Q@  As a lawyer, did you comsider it ripght and proper, and in Xeeping

with the fundemental concepts of German law, that by decree Jews of Corman

" mationality were deprived of certaim citizenshipr ights?

A If the Commuaists vould have rained power, the wvay Hitler gained
power in Germany, the: would have deprived all the Cermans of their rirhts,
fortunes, and so on.

Q  Never mind a*out that. Just answer my ~uestion. Iow do you recone
cile those opinions? : /

A I'didn't have at this tine any reluctance to those laws arainst
the Jews. Today, naturally, I am more mxke; Today I naturally realigze
that you can not solve the problem this vay. You heve to have a big intere
national conference or you have to m ke provisions wihro to put the Jews
in l_‘uorml way. Des!des that, I think we should have rade a éii‘fe.arsnce :
between the Jews, those Jews who were citizens & long tine, and those who
came after the revolution in the east into Cermany.

Q Dig you, in any of your writings, éoint out that it was coantrary
to the fundamental Cerman law to doprive one nart of the populetion of
citizens' righte‘on a racial basis?

A I never wrote apainst this ;usstion, but I did agree with the
development of the Jewish -uestion in Germany,

aQ Y3 you egree with the Luremherg lays?

A Yes;y ‘I 7id, bvecause I considered it as a very necessary law.

0 Cetting back to the Warsaw rhetto, when did you pay this visit

55:,23-- .*‘- :{,- FUANK



to0 Hitler that you have raferrsd to?

A I think it was during the year 1540,

0 Vhat vrovision was made during the year 1940 to remove the Jews
from Varsaw?

A I can’ not an;wur thie ~uestion, hecause this was a point the police
were ontirely in charre of, an’ the vrolice did not work under me.

n - You were f{ariliar, lLowever, with the plan which had been formulated,
were you not? ‘

A { was never informed about this. IHo‘"-ody tallked about that to me.
If I got wﬁnd of anything, it .came %o ma-indirectly through-ona of my officials.
The police were entirely separated from the normal administration. .

0 Ien't it a faet that theres was a plan formulated in thrugry; 1940,
to restrict the Jewish popul=tion, of Warsaw to a part of the city east of the
Weichsel River? I

A I don't know anything about this nlane

A Isn't it a fact that the rovernment of the city of Warsaw protested
arainst this plan, primarily because of the danper of d;;turhing industry and
economy?

“ It is possible +hat the city government vrotested it.

0 iasn't the city rovernment under you?

A Yos,

f Wouldn't that! kind of a proncsition have been referred to you for
consideration?

A Nog the povernor coild have straipghtened it out on the spot.

%) Yes, he could have, hut didn't he ask you what your opinion on the
matter was?

A Hoe
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0 ‘his is the first tive you have ever heard of 1%?
A I can't rememhrer., I don't thizk thei ‘his olen originated in

Cracov. <+hat is an original plan {rom Warsaw.

Ay

“  Tha wmay be, but werea't you informed of this plan?
A ['[-1%
5% 2 Tpis is the first time you ever heard aiout it?
A This is the first time. :
A Isn't it 2 further famet, *hat the plan to establish the é;hstto in

Warsaw ma'poatpamd in dMarch, 1940, end it was plamnned to aestablish the

.
Lnblin area as a reception erso for all Jows in rYolsnd, also f¢r those Jows
evacuate? from the Cerman Neich? \

A dog I ha¢ no idea a%out tuls plan.

Q ‘i“ho was the 55 police leader im (racov?

A Kruger,

Q Did you kmow him?

A Yos. “ntil 142 I had cae of ny he.viest sirur-les with him. He
wa.rOplaood by lr. doppe. oppe ant ‘ruper Were representatives of fimaler
"in the pgeneral govermwent, not oaly in their capacity as poilce chleis, Imf
as 'specialists .f:ér vhe Jewish muestion too.

Q “id you ever hear Lruger suy tha' tla conceatratioa of Jews in e
Lutlin area, tiat I heve just '.;r:atlon-‘u., s noh contouplated?

A Whatever irupger r‘-id,.‘na did for dimrler withoub ashiag any ol use

“here is Lowitsch?

A Wiegt of “arsaws

Vlere you ever in Lewitsch?

A Yos; 1 visited the commmities cver “hare.

(4, Vgs there & ghetto astablisted in Lewitzch?
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A Y don't tnovwe I can't tay that,

Certainly you can remevher thet., You were there.
A It is a very 1little towm.
45 a matter of fact, wasn't the crpé?ience of Lowiteeh, with
resvect to having a large Jewish population, which was increased from tire
to tire, suech, that it was decided thal the oaly solutiom &~ what wne‘ealled
the Jewish problem was %o esta lish -hettos?

A The idem o concentratiion of Jews in rhettos was not oripinated
with the zensral rovarmment bat by Timmler and ths.police.

¢  ¥hen mas he shetto asta-1izhed in Warsaw?

A Befo%a the decres was puhlished, the concentration camp in Warsaw
e alreacy srected,

o Then was that?

A I don't remerler.

Yes 1t in 19397

A Yesy the police started at once.

)

Then wes tre zhetto iteelf esta™lished?
A I do not remember *hat,
Izn't it a fact, thet acertain part of the city wms selected
gemetine in 1940 as the section, which would be used for the Warsaw ghetto?
A Yas, It wmr finally dscided, bemsed on the decree.
R Mg yon ocartfeinate in the denision which decided that?
No. That was nrooecsed and arranred on the spot after the volice

epacentratsd *he Jaws already ia cortein aresms As Iar as I remember, those

=tatt6s were erected around the oripinal former rhetito already aiiating.

-

A ¥ho -was the distiriet chief of the oity of Warsaw?
T gy f;’q‘a ™ 'F'
A Or, Tischer. EQ'F‘ i J
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Q Was Dr. Fischer under your jurisdiction?
A Yes.
Q Is it not a fact, that you #saued an order to Dr., Fischer, to
the effect that the transfer of the Jewish vopulation of Warsaw into 1i:}'na
ghetto, m_a"h be eom;lslotcd by 15 Foverber 19407

A Noy I don't rememher that. If you would only show me that, then
I could help, hut I don't have everything in my head.

Q ‘ Vie will adjourn now,l and overa!zht you think a“out it and see if
you don't remember issuing an order to Dr. Fischer to .thn effect that all

the Jews in Warsaw would have to he put in the rhetto before 15 Wovember

1940+ You think a“out it overnight. That will be all.
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