
SECt ET
Teat1mony or Bani Michael Frenk, taken
at Nurembere, Germany on 1 September 1945,
at 1320 - 1425, by T.:r;' S A. Hl1IIlliL,
Lieutenant ':010ne1, lGD, DUSCC. A1ao
present, s/~· ..t. '11111am /4,' ...1681, Court
G.eporter, and Cpl. • l:.agnua, lrrte preter•

•e',II.. ! t I 1""'''.1'1. TO TH L III'! I p, E."1' Ii: r

.. hBt 15 your nllr.le, N.nk aoo orcanlution1

A I,. '<I01Ull, Corporal, F-211, CornplltlJ C, 'Ibird • l1tal')'

Oovern::ont he .1ewnt.

... ',hat 1. your pr.>acnt duty?

h Y proaent duty la U18t of interpreter, alr.

Lo you eolemnly a"es r tb tho interpretation you make,ot

my quoGt1cn~ it'om ~ng11sb to \;ormon Iln<1 the tIls"era or tht:l wltJ:1e.••

fro" (lermsn into Er.(;lleh will bs truly correct to the beat ef your

knowledge end bellof?

A Yen, sir.

10 '1 • .1 .l.Nf~S fj !{ '.m; '11:Ji I~J'l1:. VHb'll~nr

.. r., 10\) nol8J:l1ll.l' aYlear tbBt the teat1Jllony ;you are about to

r:lve, '11111 be the truth, the "bOle truth, and notblJl11 but the truth,

ao helP you (lOO?

A ,I do.

t nna Ichllol ank.

Io! hen were ;you born?

A 23 of 1Ia;y 1900.

~ Are 10U marrIed1

A Yes,

~·\e .....,1.0 you ~ •
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A II chlldren.

Q "'1st .... YO'lr last pet!tton in the nerman Governr.-:ent?

A Mlnl.ter wIthout Portroll0.

Q rurl~o ehot period cf tl~e ~tn you hol~ that posltton?

Bavaro1an ~(Ilcr~t.T"Y ot JUlttoo, "htoh "."st hn.'\I'c beC'n B" (wt "comber

Q You had b•• n In that po.ttton elnce 19~4?

Q What oth6r p081tlone have you 'cld?

A You !'I:oan in tho Govern::rtent, don t t ,'an?

.Q In th~ Oovor~~~nt.

A That was the only l)oaltlon r '''u;d, ~lr !3tCl':"-' Itbout-portroll0•
•

Dur1ng the war r wa~ Gov.Mnor 600r al in Craoo. Th10 w.s ntt part

or the Oovermnent.

Q In what connectlo~did you hold t~At posItion, Oovernor ~en­

.....1 or Poland? .

A It was a epectal miasion. Tt hod n~t~1~~ to ~o with the OOV-

ernment of all Poland.. T "a. the "'ove'~not- at ':''rt\QO'If, which 18 a big

dItf«rence. May r add the rellowln~?

Q Yes.

A Arter' 8 had occupled Pobnc1 In the Pall of l\)~O. tr. whole

ot Poland ~.a .cpar.te~ into ae~oao and Puaslan zones, and t e part

loinS to German)" ••8 .p11~ aga1n. The blB~or part or this dlvlalon

... InoorpOl'IltGd, Into th/l cor",an Felch And 0 small remnant romalned,

the eo-aalled Gover~.nt Cone a1. This r want to say because I have
•

al••ys been referred to RS General ~ov.rnor of Poland. ~f thoae
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part. ~icb wore lnoOl~orated into e~y there .aro Opper 811e.ie,

POEon. lone1g, .est aela end the ~outb.rn part or East Pruaala.

!h1e ~as tho border. ~he total air.e hI the general .overnment ...

an croa of 00,000 aquore kllo"",tcr••ith about ten and a half 1Il11l1on

1nha~ltanta. ~h18 "as 108a tllnn " q' arto!' of tho fomer old Polend.

Th18 I ",.nte· to brlf,~. up because I om &111'1'. being l' orarred to ao

(~verno~ ;eneral ot Poland.

In oLhar worda, you woro vernor 30""1'8.1 of that part or

poland ,mioh had 1l0t beon Inoor.,orstod into the eTtlVln Ra1ch or

;:ivan to tho ..u.,1.ena'l
•h That i. right.

, In •• t c1ty diu you hove your aeet of government'

A In Craoow,

~ Tra. ~arB8W under your Jurladlctlon1

ft Yos. only in tho City 0. nra... The border we8 ver,r

ne.r Lho oity.

It V.ban dld you Join tho llazi partY'

f I'v. beon 8 membar ot the Va.1 Pert} tor a very ahort t1me

111 1926, bt,t in Oetober of the ,A~ yeAr I qu1t tha perty. ~nd 1n

1927 at lhe qu.8t of P.1tler, I rejoin d the party, in my poeltlon

as 1.Y-for.

... • retfUea t ••• c e.e to yOOl p~r.oDal11 by 111 t;.ler'

J, To te able to atote bafore • oourt I IU:l e member of the

party, ;C8. lIitler e~pected troa Lbat a great affect Oll the oourt

due to tho ract th L I a. a membar of the party.

I don't quite underatMd...bet you ...m.

in 1927 ~id l!1tler ..k you per80n,,111 to rejoin th-, 'C r T-

que.lion w...

pnrtr'
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A T.I. Vay T add .ometh'n~ to thiR?

Q Y.I.

1 At the t~r::lO I "'as a "O""~ la..,.or aru1 T quIt the party A.i-aIn

111 lllaS becau.a or certaln thlnie a~cut the party I d1'l not 11ke.
,

I wa. activo at the time at the law eeClt.lon of tho teclla'1.1cal school.

the Bohool or .TeChnology at' ~un1oh, to bec"".o a teachar or'law,

but I wa. raclatored aa a lawlor at the eame tlme. Thon one day I

~•• 1n tho ne.spaper the followlnL edt ~e ue~k one lawyer to defend,

.embere or the party without Meana before a'Ocrcan court to ~~ke It

po.. thle to give them a legal deronae." Thlo "u a trIal held In

aerlln. And I told HItler I would lIke to defond tho.e younr people.

And tharefora the r1r.t trIal over held ~•• II 1. trIal In norlln.

It hapoonlld thts WIY that !'ltler learned that ho,.. 1. a yo",,£ lawyer

paady and wl111np to nerond mcmbers of hI. party. Tn th1. ~ay !'ltler

took up ccnn~ctton8 wIth me In Munioh end w~en he mat me one ay Rt

the po-tr orrice .' Ich wa. at the ~chlillnl' • tra ••• he 8.k~cI M If

1t ••• a eood t~ea for ~. t.o ork for th~ party. t tolO htM at t e

t1.. that M1 object waa not to beeo e a lawye~, lut rathor to pur8u~

an academlc earo.r~ but I told. !ltJG, "If you need ma, tIm -.1111n to

do 1t." offlolally I remaln~d .lth the School cf Tochnolo,J In

1lun10h unt1l 1929, l,ut at tla:e the trlals beca!:,. so num.rOUB toot I

bed to ~k. a new decl.10n. I Join d.tho Hitler movooent a••

la")'er and I • crkod In tbe party •• 8 10"101'.

Q ·'''en •• thl.

• It ~.gao In 1927 and the trl.18 leca c mol'. and mal'O
numaroul. ~loc. t WaB .1111ng to do It wltho~t monoy, t clid It.

Q r understand tLat, but my question 18, At T l1nderDtand ry
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question: As 1 unclsrstand your abtement you Joined the party tlnt

10 1926, end then you becs_ cI1aaat1atled wlth something in connection'

lJ1th it am lctt It, and thon 10 1927 you ena...red an a~vcrt1ae_nt

in tho ""........r"'rs 1Illlch aou;tht a Ia.."er to detend ..arty members

and you thoro afterwards, while malotaining your prlvate 1IIIIP10yment

in thia technical aoh 01, detended party llIIlllII>ers abroad.

A 1 believe it ...a. the end ot 1927.

II And then chring that t1me until 1929, you continued 70U1'

defenDo of part;y membera until the t1lll& ClUllG 'lb en ao much t1me ....

nocouary for thln Job that you had to doolde whether to glvo up

;your prlvate on;>loyment 1d th the teohnlObl echool or to slve up the
,

defense ot the port;y member., and you deolded then to give up your

privata om;>loyment, io ~~t rlght'

" Y!'o.

II !low, the ques tlon 1. thia I 11d you 10 1927 when you

acoepted employment as delenae counsel for party members rejoin the

party you hod lett 10 1926?

A Aa auah I .... a party £1ltmber about 40,000 and dnae they

reall.ed I hod been .n earlier party member, 1 waa given my old

number u.·gln v.hen 1 reJoinod the party.

'" ~.hen did you rejoin it,

A 7bia probebly wea 1928, dated back to 1926. May I add

.0lll8thing to itt

" Yea.

I, r.hen I made the declaion 10 1929, I told Ritler, "&1thor

the t1me ...y COllll!l that you don't want ... an,. tlOre or the t1me

""'y come w11m I 1IlO,. ......t to go~ 7P !'I:f e~oadem1c career and fhen
• i •.... .. . "
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:rou bave to ....l ...e lII8." And ii1 tler cUd not tick to lhl. pro •••

en I had the tremendous difl1culty "lth 1tler in 1942 8~OUt .0....
spe.ch•• st th Unlverslty, then I told Hitler, ·Wow keep your ~ord

llDUl you ha•• d~clsred lt and ['6le••6 lIlO."

that.

•L Just wanted to ad

Q Were you ever" member of tt.o Helchat.ug?

h Yea.

A 81nce September ln~. 'H~l" was olso li1 oon..,eu~10.'1 ·...lth 3uah

trial., 'bl:tcaU88 ilQ a membor of the he~.chat.IJ.~I! at ~J freG ticket on,

the ra1lrouuo ¥nd I could move oU31ly. ~hor.rQl~, the tr!al o~p.~.e.

were takon oarG of.

Q ,ere YO\l not electod a n!.e~lIh61' of the '\elohlltQ.(T fln (l. namoer

of tho Nu zl Party'l

A Of OOU1'le. 1 "&8 on t~e ;)srt, 118t.

~ And you sought elect ten on the b•• t. th"t you ~e~e 9 ~~~b.r

at lhe No.1 Psrly,

A I hadn't sou<;ht it, but Hltler put /llO 011 tho l!ot. I ••• on

• holl<h.:J trlp, arr:! "ben 1 roturr..ed my "ife ... le1, "Look h.~e; You

ar~ on tho 11e t .1 or ZD6mbera of the l'.o1chnts{!."

... IIid you become the I.elc.h.le~der from 1927 to 1928.

A I 'lila. the bead of the oruio.niF..Qtlon 01 fhltlonG.l ~~ootal19t

~ ~,h t WIla :Jour Urat oHlc1.. l :>0.1t10,,, "ft.,' the oF.! P9!'t:J

0..... lnto po....r?

A In reh ln3~. 1 'l:as trlt<.oC cavorl&n 5ecrc\..ery of ..l\l.":'.1cc ill d

....,..
;--G-



-"""inod thore until llecOllIber 31, 19::'~, nDd then I beoeme Mini oter

ot tho 1.01 eh.

'l '.ore you not Llso "odo el oh COlOIlliaeionor for Juetioe at

the """,e ti,Ile the t you '.oro ...ado '~in18t&r 0(' JUg t.i 0& ot. Bevarle?

.' A H~tle blt 16tar. It Ol6y have been 1n Api'il ot 1933. I

woo not re-eleoted conr.dosor ror Canerol Justioe. I'wos the o~ssar

tor e'l'.lnlizlll/!1 ~he laws Of tho vnrlous eountrles wlth the "elch. B7

thot I mCAn the reorgll.nlzetlon "r th e law adllliniotrat10tl.

\l no you "'eun l>y thGt thB t your ponHlon eo :.e10h Comm1esioner'

ot Juo~loo required you co take tho l~ws or tho lovernl ditferent

oeotl"n. or Cert1l\n)' .nG to "<>,11')' tho" or to ""*0 tho.. unitorm or

Just v;bet did ;foU ItOr I don't q...uto understand the turn "equeUBe".

No. It \i1!lO onl;. e .iDI.1tto.r or the administration 01- the

Juetlee, and the ertect of thlr. ~Qe tho taking over of tho Juetiee

odminlntl'et1on or th(! (ew..cn lands by tha GIJrnwm Helch on Junuer1 1,

~ 'ihl~t lllJd8 do i'oU t~ave refcl'enoe to?

,\ I f'uesle. t 8eTaria. €ja'l'omc. Thurlngen. "nhaltaT.J.ppe. There

wero ,bout 18 lOlld. cltogether.

'J. You mean tberc \lIc.rt. :;11n01' ver1etlone in the la1'lB or theBe

ooyorel. ~1fferc!lt v.·rt, of (erfilnny, "na lt \'m. )'o\U' duty to humoni1o

J Tills took w"o token oore 0(' by the "ccretlU'y of Justice,

~r. oucrtnor. ~~ JOb W83 the preparation or the reorp.&nl~Btlon ot

the ndminl.trotlon of th6 variouo te~n countrles ~hieh 'ere t~ken

~. ch T.nufU"' 1 lQ55 ",,1' I odd 8o",ethlnr-?ovor by ~h, ,,"". •• •

•.i Y88. SECr ::r



SECRET
A In thia .capaci ty I waa rupcnsibls to tha O''''1:I8n lleeretary

ot Justlce, Dr. Guertner. I was a member of h1s spacial staft for

this partloullu' taok. I W&5 not a l!16ttl:bor of the cabinet.

Q Ivera you a mwber of tho haich.tal> ln 19;;3T

A Yea •

. Q !<bat conn.ction clio you have "at. u... firo that oocurl'ed in

the n.iohat~ buildlne?

A I don't k.now mat you menn. 1 bad no connf:otlo11 witL this.

Q You 1'0000embar tba M.icba~ buPdi",- ..a. buruea, do you not?

A Yea.

Q ~bat .a. your ccru.ction ..ith ~hat'

A I had no connsct10n. r ..aa onoe pre.ant at the trial at

Laip&ig, but only aa a 11atoner, becau.a r W8. interested in it.

Q You 4idn I t have 8IV een..ee tion w1 th the ti .... HBal!'?

A 110.

Q Ara you Bure or tba t. now'

A I .wear l'hBd no oonn6ctlona.

A ·1 hoard rumor. that tho Communlsts wars tied up with it.

'I'bay bo.d ths tl'ial agoJ.not van Lubbe tlnU Dimi tDOV.

Q That i. all you know about ft.?
,

A I could adel wbat I learned at the trial. I wac only ana day .

at Le1p&li. I waa lntere.ted thore because Lubbo ..as ti,ere $nd I

waa intereatsd 1n lJlIoltrov. D1mltrov hinted that (,oerin~ bad dgns

it. Somebody el.a .aid durin. thoc. trlal. Ro~~ bed done It. Thcae

.era wlld rumora. ihe" matter did not bacome to me entirely claUl' aa a



-,

laW70r. If I have to talk 8S a 10'kl expert, tha m.tter ha, not

been clcar9d up ,et. tho ohief .cL~cd, van Lub~e, made the

impression oj a complDtely lrrosponelble man, almost • Rick man.

r ~antod to look at the dooumenta one day, but thoy were not r,iven

to mo,

~ ,ho'had ttose documen.s'

, I assumed thoy were turned over 1Jm!led1slely frQ,. the oourt,

from the eich oourt in Leip&1g, to the ae.tapo. I am not .ura.

l~ l i9 wbot I was told. I nevor sa. the documents.

You thInk sbout that inoIdent tomorrow end I wIll aak you

at aorne future t1.cle and sae if you don't rel1l8mber then when I eek

you who 1~ responsible tor tbcL firo •
•

A Ono never will get. l'lO wlt.h 8. d111 erent answer, booouIJe I

ht,vo nolhll • t.O l1uu.

~ ~hen did you Join the 351

A 1 '''8.0 not a membor of the SSt I neve,. _0 a member of the

sn. I ~88 the etron est opponent.

.. rid you know 11lll1!1llert

f\. Yea.

" rs .It yo"r atate""",t th. t you were nover a member of the SS'

A never. l ....a thoIr lIIOst bitter opponant. 711ls led to IIl1

downfall. In 1111 speeohes 10 111421 orlt1ched thIa It! 010 oourse ao

much thatIt led to 1111 downfall •

•.eren't you tho 5~ Obenr--rupperuuehrer,

~ !lover. I ..a a ....mber of the Sil. 1 ha<l tha honor&rr t1 tIe.

.. hat "eo your position In the SA'



,

'''E'''RET" '...a n .",j, l~:

A In the SA r bad the honorary tltle ot Obengr~ppenr~ehrer.

~ never lod a troo, ~aelt.

Q wto waa the he.d of the SAY

A- There .e~e several.

Q ~bo wa. he.d when yo~ Jolnud It?

. • r wall given the title whon the aucce6sor or Rnehru. Lutze,

who was head 01 the ~A, dittO in an automobile acoident.

Q ~hen dld yo~ Joln tbo SA?

A r dld not,entor the SA as a membor. I waa ~lvon this

bonorary t1 t18.

Q What dutl •• dId yo~ parform for tho 8A?

A I had no d~t1ee. I had tho rlbht to woar the ~lform.

Q. Why wore yo~ a1 ven the honorary tl t18Y

A 8ece~.e In rormer yuro r had derondod II18J'lY t ..lals for

lIemberl of tho SA. Under Roehm I had the tItle or Gr~pponl~8hl'8r.

Q DId yo~ set any ~oney for thie?

A /10.

Q DId yo~ "ea.. the unHorm?

A I only wore the ~lform at Ipeelal oeoaalono du..l~ marchee

ot the 8A. It I have worn it orten, r have worn it ton times.

Q Yo~ stated that ths 06"•• of your do..nfall was yeur oppoal-

tlon to the S5 al expre••ed by apeeohe. yeu ~o In the yoar 1942,

11 that' oornet?

A r have to lay mo..e abo~t that.

Q Ye.. What do you mean abo~t that?

A Thl1 meanl In my pOlltion a. a legal man In the party, 1

-10- . ' 'j ~ . (FhAtd'.. )
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CU1:iU moro 6.l10 I'!lOr-e in Gouil1ct 111 th the dirootion &s rep,resented ~

P1mn1cr ~d La~~~. ~b18 whole development a~ to ronr.ontratlon

camp8 6n~ 80 on 08 b180 lat9r adopt.ed bj ltlor himHelf wae very =uGh

.agalnst th orl. :nal Point 19 o. tho party progreJll whlch talked of

a Qo~n law for Germ-ny. In addltlon, Hltler g8ve an oath before

tho -cloh Just100 court 1n LeipziG that he oulO co~e to pov.er only

le'ally Gnd 11 he ceme to pow~r ~. teulo go.ern 1. ally. A810

08 the ,uehror W8S 1n the pos1tlon before ~e camo to power to need

lawyers lind JUdges, he coul\l ne~ mo, CUt. once he had come to power,

1 .elt more anu mor~ that he would drop thes" fonnalitles and rule in

an outhcrlton way, es a ~1etatcr. ,his development eon be traoed in

Q conotltutlorml oanner. ~h11. bofore he came to power he told me

oontlmtolly how llappy he l,8!J to hl·ve RIO, those tics "oro brokon

1Ju,~.od1.bt.oly when Hitlor oome to ..powor, 1 not-tced o.1reo~ in ,TonU81"7

30. 1933. tho t he had ;,rom1.e~. mo th t I would become the Seorotal7

of ~latlce, but then he must r~,e n~de U h1e mind th t I war too

lecally minded. then In 1033 I began to notioe th1s, becaURe I

tounde6 the Academy 01 jorman low. ~b1a Roade~ wae a publio corpor­

ation, and I c .. 11OO into tt.1a aoademy 01 Ge%'1llOlll la.. all pl'01ll1nent

'1ort16ln 1e a1 aLnca without reopact to 'Party oonneotions. 'IbiB ocadel!Q'

waa the cont r 01 tho f1.pt to osJnta1n the ideo ?i r1ebt ln erQSnr.

no. deve1o.,ltlOnt nfl.kee 1l clear tb.t thereby I lot more and ""re 1nto

Ii pos1tion 0' oppo:;lt1on. :111. 18 f,enorall, knc1I:n in ,ormrmy. I

don't "",.t to 861 ""'8 about 1t. Ono at.ould heer a lot 0 people in

OOl'lll:.ny IIl.o know U.ooe f8ct., for th1s wa the ccntont of my ur••

.. .. 0 1 und.erstand. from your stAtement that you ere in

-u-



oppoeition to the Fuehrer'

It Yoa, on tilo field of lB~ I wo. in op~oait10n.

Q ,oIl, how obout Woe tiold of notlon' <hot did you do there'

It In th.. t t1eld I hncl little to aay. I nover '0'85 ~ mo""':>er

of the cabinet or ever had &ny roo1 eontocta tilth the ~t!oll'v of

Government.

Q Aa I underatand ~our atatement 10U haa ~] tntollectual

oppoB1t1on to the couree ..h1ch the uehrer'a Government • tt.l<ln.'

It It wao more thun merely tntolloct~Bl. 'ven lf I Could

not .top Germany from beeoming ••tato of terror, ' Baved the 11voo

ot hunc:reda of good men. I 1/a. the <lnly one I1ho dol'ed to cot up

to ,ay tn 1940 that the llotch io 01ng to peri.h becouoo th'",'e io

nO 10.... I would like to have thl0 .pooch uaed. It ~o. B senaation

in tbe public m1nd. I ..... dt.charged 1mIn~diutely.

Q Discharged from :matt

A l"1'0IIl all of!'icoa. I "a. di.ohargod from officeD th.. t I had

created ~oelt.

~ L~t you wore then re1n~L~tedl were you not?

A I ~8 n vor re1nstated Lo these otfices •

.~ uut you eore given o~r oflica••

It No other ofliee. ~lnoe tIll;(. degradatLon .tl1ch v.as published

in Q very c)'Il1cal m&nner in tho tlOwoglil>crs J r b, l.: been l.l sl!ttolo

party melllb!,", I flU loft only the Govornor Oonoral. It was Te"lhod

tho t thia eould bo ,Ii groa tor burden and d18advantllge lor DW th"n to

let me go. I oflered ~ rea1anation several time. and askod to r~ve

the Governor Goneral taken away from me, but this ~.s one of the

( F" .. 'K· ).\.to l~r.
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weapon. of ll1mml.r -aalnat ma as " reall•• it now. 1 a.ked tbat thl.

ba accepted in Lbo api.-it 01' a man who .ay_ what la mo.t aaored 1A

bla mind.

Q ~bat .aro '10 dutlea ao ~lnl.t.r wl~out Portfollo?

A Thl. w•• a tItle. Th.t 1. tho .am. Id~~.a. a tltl. that

Sct'acht And Heurath reoelvttd aoo others.

I< ~ba t dld you do Crom 1..34 untU you ••ra ap~.olnted the

Govamor roanaral of Poland?

A I helpa<i tha fight Cor la". I bad ort.anhed thr"'. lal"&.

l.gal ••••10n. In Lelpz1g. I wa. the bead oC the eeademy. ~~,.re ...

muob Intera.t1:><; ,",or\< b...."u•• It b.e..... 1Il0r• .,d 1Il0re diCCloult~'. ,

Q Lid 70U r.taln 70ur ll~lo •• R.lohm1nlotar oC Ju.tl•• of:
~avarl. at the aam. tim. 70U hold tho tltl. oC Minl.t.r wIthout ,_

PortColl0 for tha Roleh?

A Ho. Thia tltla wa. abolish.d Doaember 31. 1~34.

I< And your only tltl. from tho gov.rnment tb.n .a. Hlni.t.r-

"lthQut-Portfolio?

A Yoo.
-<; I atUI non I t undarotand .mat you did Crom 1'0134 on. I UDd.r-

atand tILt you weI'. pra.idont oC the Academy of Gorman Law and thot

you or anlz~t tbra•••••10n. of JU.tl08 at Loip.1g. But juet What

were your dut1co? valat d1d you do?

A r:i"~e ~.ly ''''ork c\,)lltlnuod. Por lnltanoa, tor tho AeaO!n;y

of La. I ~o~lc take mL~7 trIpe. her. i. ono biS law tha orman Aoad-

emy of La~ WS3 allowod to work out. ~hla waa a new corporation law. Tb.

Acad,,"'Y .ut: ned £r"atl~ from t\" """,.petitlon 0: the ~'1n1stry or Juetl••

,



and the Party. I gave many 8P86Chti8, p&rtlcule.rly st, univet's1tles,

and &1.0 at legal meeting.. I .poke to jUdge.,'lawyer., und .0 on.

'1b.n 10 1942 I ..aa lett alone. '1llen everybody lett me. If one had

.1000<1 behind me then 8Ometh1ng oould he,. beon aohieved. I "as the

only one left 10 Oe~ny who .10111 oould go lnto other countrl•• and

41eoue••uch lOatt.rs 01 juetloe. It,wuo ulway. my last hopa that

aa,be .omoday thl. oour.e of terror could be overcome.

.. I'bat lIa. your purty poaitlon frOID 19:13 on'

A I bad the title of lleichsleiter.

.. Relohela.1ter for 'l<h6t?

A Heloheleiter for La••

~ 110.. long dld you lll8intaln tba 10 10 HIe'

A I 11ke.lae 10.10 thl. Job ln 1943.

Q. l/h.t ..ere your dutie. &8 Relchalelter 1'01' Le,,?

A ~bey ..ere vet·y .....11, for "ben III tler took po"er, the

party .."n't involved any longer In trlal., .0 I hi, a .:~ll oflloe

in Mun1ch. It \l81ln't even in the ",rown house, and I had about t_o

or three people working there.

Q Weren't you the legal advlsor to the Party?

A lio. Thl. w".n 't neo••••1'y any more at th,t timo. ~he P"rty

... • 0 enormous .0 tlwt everyone bad hl. 0"" legal advisor.. At the
,

b.ginlllne b.fo,'e they took po..er they noeded me a. a l.gal aelvlaor.

Q Con.ldoring your oppo.ltlon to lone course tl~t the Party

... taking uncleI' lUtlor, ho.. do you JustifY your relllll1nlng 1n it?

A beoau.e 110 .aa noog.sary to' otay with tho ah1p lf one 010111

••••. a goal.

-14-



,
~ You told me yourself that the German ~eade~ of taw dldn't

hove any influence of any greut oonsequence and thnt apparently was

the principal poaition.

A I hQd the importbnce th~t 1f somobod1 came to me to find out

about eonebody -- maybe somebody who hod gotten into 8 conoent~tlon

e"",p -- I could ;;ive him the information. If somebody wented into.....-

tion from me ,by somebody hau gotten into a ooncentration camp. m81be

in ~ position I "OS oblo.to lind out from detsils. I hod stll1

hopod Ii t the time, it 110u bsen r:ry Iloal, tlll't l118ybe some day· I would

ach1evo thisl somedoy r mient be able to over~w Himm1er. I had

a tremendouo legal moeting in Leipzig shortly bsfore tho beginning

of the wor in wbloh "bout 00,000 people took part. It you eould r.ad

the book publ1ohod 0 tout thio. I had such a tremendous spp1&us. during

this opoech that I ga\o at that sesslon that I etill believe thnt it

the wsr hoon't interfered I -me.y h.ave aome out on top. And I am sure

that 1f tile war had not come, things would not be taking Buoh •

terrible turn.

Q How often did you eee Hitler?

A T'ur1 J):"l' any particular' period'
,

Q ',i.cQlt from tho beglnnln I 88 long &9 you have known him.
,

How often did you aee him dur~ the various periode?

A ~ell. I uant to divide this anawer into various periods.

l,.urlng the limo !lEi needed me, ! could see him every de,.. Tble w••

the time during the fl~lt lor power. ~he first contliet srose ovor

the conoentrntlon onmp lJaohau. in Ea ... arla.

Q V,hen \'I8S this?
~, -'..... -. ,... ..~ ""'T.. '. .. .•
.' "-,'

.........- --" ..... '.. ~~
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SECRET
A It mq ban beon ~J or .. WlO ° 1933. I .... bt LLat tlme

Seoretary or Ju!tlce for aavarla, o.nd \'lltQl r ...... not "I g.o'lerful tila

Jet, and 1 atated then tr~t tbla was tLe begl~~ln~ of tbo end of

government b1 IGw. r prot. ated l I.C tl.tJ1'"fore the oleh ~ ecretary

or Justioe, .cootor O\.lortner, cnmo to ~unloh. I d,t,au ~ed ~ .." f.1&tter

with hilt1, ~nd he tolJ. '-la, "Ls&vo t~..e maf;t.or to ~,d, I 1.11 lJt.l"~:',#hten

I it out."

Q ';0 whom ~id you IIake t~.afi plote.ta?

4 !be flr:)t protost 1 ~l.!a VJ thtl ~.·an I wa. ronspc len~'le to,

the Ro1chatat.thaltdr. A Uavnr1wn cublnttl :.. ei,1:1 .... 'tI) oollac. o.n(;1 1

mad. a suggestlon that a batta11cn of pa110e could immedla,ely

l1quldato tho oamp. 'l'ho ",uttor '.UI> thon fortl"o>' tollen up by !"lootor

Ou.rtner 1n Berlin, but ho was an old und \'toak G.lln urul ooulc1n' t do..
• uab about 1t, but I know lt at zho Ll~o 6nd : ~~ cura that H1tlar

b1a••lt ••• b6blnd thQ 1 08 of concentratlo~ cumpe.

Q Tb.t ~. a 11ttle rQr ot. my quo3tlon. 7ho que$~lon WdS,

bow otten dld JOu eee Hltler dur1no ~••a v.~lcu. ~ rlod.?

A Durl.... tha t'1.;ht tor pow.::,

Q Durlllj;, whe t perlod of ~1:nc?

II bet.een 1020 U1 0. 19,,3. r bad to La and BOU hl", aoout the

trlala and I had to get tba noe..au'7·l1cthOl'~ty for theae trials frOlll

Bltler. I wen ted to ment10n the matter of oonoentratton oampa wh1ab

I brought up before ln 00~1ect10n witb the qUult10n of tho Colonel.

tor trVl/1 tbl. per10d on I noteo that tlla .\lallrer avo1ded to talle

tblnes over with me. And tbo second porlod o~ oonfllcL waa the Roehm

P.utcb. c1Ul'1n~ lllllch t1lll" a.. the S"or"tarl of Justlee ! had to eit

(Hv,,;. ).
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wlth the erruated men to avoid to have thaCl abot by 58. 'lb1a mada

Ritler very furious. Hitler cdied D10 1n por.onally and aald, "I

domund that you hand thesa men over immediately for exacution." I

~.,.s sittil1/l in the room of tha prison director. I told Hitler,"X

am the Secretsry of Justice 1n bavaria, and without lag.l .utho~ity

I ccnnot hand those men ovor." Thon he laid, Hitler seid, ~I am

the fuehrer of sl1 constitutional and politicsl matters 1n a.""",ny,

and I • k. tha re_ronal~ility tb.t these men be handed over.- ~en

I sold under reaervutlona of Relch law whioh Hitler had promised

to procluim. I told him to bund me Q U_t of the lIl4'n wl>o had to be

surrender'ed. "hUs orig1nlllly the"" _e a liat of two hundr.d ll&JlIOls.

after lonr hours of .onault_tlon. the list was reduced to eighteen
, .

namcs. 80 th t r;ry interfar1n~ 1n thia metter on tiult day savad the

lives of ovsr two humlrsd men. Thet" a the b.glnning of the end

for me as JUDtice Officlal end the lew .0_ proclaimed and ell the

stopo taken ty Hi tler ....r. legal1r.ed. l/itler had aaid, -I b.Have

ve huve made an entirely wrong man the Bavarian Secretary of JU8tiee."

.. 1.1d he re""ve you from that poal tion!

A Yc., en the 31st of LAeembtlr 19M. ~ererore it happened

thllt a. far a. legal matter. were coneerntld I waa the red cloth to

the bull. f,nd there never again 'Ous any in timate int.rehsnga of

thou:-,hts betweon h1ct and me.

~ How oftsn did you .oe Hitler altar December 31, 19M'

A You mean by aeeing him, talking to him, don't you'

'" Yes.

A !letween 19~ and 1939 1 di not talk once to H1tler 1n an

I waa~~vited by him a f ••offiolal manner about mattar. on~all'
I......~ :- ....... -......
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ttmee to dlnnor In a lerge .001al olrole. I wa. pr.a.nt at m•• tlnba.

I talked t~ him at Party m.eti -"

Q About what' Vlbat did you t.t k to bim aboutY

A Only about law. It wa. olw&1' a ma~lor of law or tho d.-

velopm.nt or law. Alr.ady ror the Relohaparteltag 19~O I wa. croe.ed

orr tha 11.t of ap.a.era. It didn't taka plac. b.caueo th. war broke

out. In the tIme batween 19~9 and 194b a. Oenaral Governor I talkad

to the Puehrer three time., once in 19401 the .econd time In the

aumm.r or 1943, and tb. la.t tim. th. 7th or february 1~44, but d~­

ing all th••e tim••-Bormann .a. al••ye proa.nt to prevont any matter

that would come up that was Agalnat the Fuehrer'. ldeas. 1hls 10•
tb. an.wer to your queetlon.

Q By whom w.re you paid bet•••n the p.rlod 1927 to 194b'

A At' the b.glnnlng I only got rJI!f trav.l and botel .1p.n.00

paid by ~.·movem.nt.

Q How long did that la.t'

A Maybe a y.ar and a half. Th.n, r.ceived monthly lb••um

or roughly on. hundred-mark. for .xp.n••••

Q Bo. long did that l ••t'

A Thi. l •• tod maybe on. y.ar.

Q this brinl. u. up to 19~0.

A And th.n 81 a memb.r of lh. Helcb.tag I got my ulery.

Q ~b.n ••• that'

A But art.r 1929 the r.gular trial .xpen••• w.ro paid me,

ror th. rinanclal .ltuatlon of tho p.rty had improved.,

-18-
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Ho'l. orucl: .,,~~ :l0'.lr Bolery in the he lcil.atagf.

.'• ,Hon loni! (\1(\ tilL!, llL" 1;1

A '7on percent oi thl~ had to 0 into the party fUnd.

I.L •. u•. 10 '. I~ure ~'ou 0. pale 11 tUilary by the Relohatag'/

1. '":' ttJclDlvod thoee oontlrnwl1y up to the end.

~ 'ilial t ..·,as in ~y 1~45. 'lhat .a. up to the end of the war you

I :.00. in lU·l,! liitlur' coulo. not remoVG JUG as a met'l'ibor ot the

heicl1sto;: beO&uoe I had been ofUo1ally eleoted.

~ ihat othur souroea of inco~ did ~ou heve bea1dee the

Reiche I "i.'?

A 01 oourse, I Qlwa:a ~~6 0 le,~er. In conneellon with this

" ~. e :'ire n<:'T, u,? to 1~30 ~bh'·~ ~ou wre elected to the n.e1.ohatag.

-
~hat ~thtr mo~¢y ~1~ yov re~Give frem either the bo~e~nt or the

P~rty r~o~ 1930,on1

A The Party first of ul1 oedo good tor my trial aKpenaes,'and

Cor o·tho~ lo,;al ..dv1c~ 1 gave the party, I wa,s paId between f!va

hundred nne ~ight bundrod marl'. a month~

.< Ho'" lol\i.; diu t"i8 J,a.t~

A Leo",u88 tho.~ OOllllultatiollS shouldn't be pdo 8ltllCtly

aceoJ"(jln!~ to ta:r1.ff 6AP6NHHh It wnu a reta1n.Qr fee.

_! V.hen di<J t~'io stnrt "00 how lorog Gid. it l".t'
•

'J~1~ C 1:. ::ited until 1 ~OCl\lUO 0&. v.rie.n SeoNtarr of Juat1Clfh

" _hell "118 th't,

A '",.i. wo.. in .j6roh, 1933. I· believe toot thte retainer tee

Me be'.::n 1'1\1. ad frorl. 000 to This ,... in



the bet yeu.

~ uoen w.a the laat time you woro paid?

A for the montL wbon .L wau elected l5avarlan ~ocret&.ry 01

Juetioe.

Q That waa ln lO~4?

A TIlat was 10 19~3. I said at the time, "Now! Mll roceivG

~ salary aa Rkvarlan feolotary ot ~u8tloe dnO I no lon~e~ osee the

Party income...

~ How much uid you recelve a. Secretary of Ju.tice of tho

Bavar1an govornment?

A. My lnovttto then "'BB abvut 2400 blarks a "month, or CQurS$

taxe, deduoted.

Q How long dld that l.ot?

A Untll I beo"",e He1o\llllini U ....wlthout-~ortfol1o, J IInuory 1,

19~~. nlen the kav8rlan income stopped.

~ hOw much were you paid ao n~lc~lnlater-wlthout-~Ol·tfolio?

A Lt waan't much more than wha~ ! bad. recelvod 1n B~v,u'la,

about 2600 marko.

Q How lo~ did that loot?

A Up to the end. 1he salary 01 the M1nUtor haa boen rat.ad

1n the cour:se ot tho ye61rs.

Q Didn': you toll me that you loot all your po01tiqno 1n

1942 exoept Governor "onoral of tollUla and m...bor of tho HelchatllC;?

A 1 loat 1111 oxoept tho memborohlp 01 tho Rolchato~, holchmln-

loter without Portfolio. All .thoso Jobo whlch had direotly .omoU,lng

to do with law.

Q What job. were tho.e? _~t Job. did

., r: ~ 'T"' --. {r'. • I
.. - ., • J

you 10.e?
(!"RA:,K)



A I loot the Job ot Relcholelter In the PartJ. I lo.t the

job a. the Pre.ldent ct the Aoad_y tor Oennan Low and the hoad of

~le orcanleatlon ot NatIonal SocIalIst lawyara and JUdgee.

Q. ,~ow much woro you paid for Reioh_lol ter tor Law?

A NothIng.

~ r;othlng?

A 1 only recelved a bouel support ot 100 marks a month up

to 1942. whlch wao pale by tbe party.

'l How much were you pa1d as Preeldsnt of Aoed..,. ot aenun

Low?

A I was paid for exponsee for reprosentatlop aDd other

purpoao8 thtJ aum of one thousana and lAter fiftoen hundred a month.

1 later .topped thl. amount becauee r dIe not ovid It any lo~eu.

~ ~ whom was tiat paId?

Corporation.

~ ~h8t do you moao, "0 publl0 oorporatlon?" Supported by the

A '1"1.1. was p.ld by the Acad8lll;1 tor uerman Law as a Publ10 I

German government?

A Lator it was 8upported by the government.

~ ..1 en?

A ,1.1. poenlbly occured In 1938. Before that 1 w.. ependent

on oontr1butions from lndlv.duQla, a.,d at that point when the expeaa••

of tht! Gorr an AOkd~)' of Law were mot b;r the lelch, at that time I

stopped that uxpona8 aCQount, UD 4. waa alr.ad3 an of! iclal of th.

govarD.Clent.

.. And 00 wl..n you lo.t that Job In·11l42 you dIdn't 10.. any

moaetary lno~~o did you? , I..... '



A No, b~t thle dld not matter to ma.

Q How much wore you pa1d ae Governor Ceneral for Cracov,

Poland?

'A lh1a .ae a uep~rute ~ud~ot. It _as pala 1~ iollsh ~loty.

A I d14 not have an inoome but an 6xpons6 _eoounL or ropre-

- ••ntation ana IQ on ot about ~.OOO marieS - or exactly 30,000 ti-Ark.a.

'Ib1e wu 'lxed In tho budget.

Q How m~ch dld the Fuehrer elve ,.o~ In money ,;,ltt. ?

A 1 n(lvor roceived. a thlo,; fro.. the i'Uehr6r, QolthlEsr " plcture,

book or automobllo. I "lei not ovon 6et a pioture.

A JQat for that partlou.:.,u· reasvn, b(le.u.~.ee this is the "'orst

expreee10n of oorruption.

~ ¥o~ wrote a book In lv ti, dldn't you?

A I p~b1,1.hod 1W'll1 books. UnrortunaLely 1 publlehod tho..

booka in vain.

Q r wao thtn.<ln..; Ii book ooncornau with tt.o Jurid1cal founda­

tion of the Natlonal SoclQl~ct State.

Q \ll:at wile thut book about?

A 1hle dldn't moen anythl~~ ol.e b~t to tl0 up tho 100a or

law w1th the Haloh, and the Itoet Im,>ortant chapter In thh book 10

• ohaptor about tbe 1ndopondellt Jud e. Latel ou all ';:1"J beoks, if one

ma,. call 11 eo, were p~t upon the lnaox. lhey wvre hot

.,. ... ...~.
"t ", .. f,
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r, .
,~r:-,'r ~..., :~r-
tr.J li..:. .•w' li. tolL:,

11ated am0ll<: tho Party books.

c.' ','11, dldn't 'IOu oet forth the thelia In thll book of YOUI'I

thet thn nnzi Stato had a sound Juridlcal foundation?

A I ju.t oaia thot Polnt 19 of the party pro&r&m had for..

aoon e COfl'llUon lnw'Gnu ~: .. 10 ,w«ua '!fly l3lnohor.

Q Did you em~.aoi.o tbat oOMmon,le., Polnt 19, in thio bOOk'

A Ii r haa not h~d th~~ Polnt 19 in the Party prograM, I wou14

not have any clt.1me O,ro.1.nn t 'I!! tler.

C; 1 don t,t unuoratau,d. U16t.

" rn U- e bOOK 1 01. to repea,tedly thlo "oint 111 of tbe Party

progr6ffi.

~ The ro,d .1' ';"0 .",nor' iO. that In 19~B the Point 19 bad not

been CD.vrJ ed eut, ha.d 1. t?

A 'n.io Itao '*S oo.dne•• , \Jut L .tlll had hoped tbat oomeda:r it

would oomo ahout. If till0 point IV had not boon a part of the party

proSruro, .L coulc not rave aoted 'at all in 8. i--ubll0 otflo1al position.

,~ . 'hy po you dlAy tho. t '/

A r IfUUW havo t·, on l al,gtng In tho air wl'thout thls PoInt 19.

I told 1'1m 11 tiou t~a"': IJrttm1uetl l.o people ooncentration camp. and

all the thln&6 1~8tead at aoxe 01 Lho thln_8 1n Point 19, ~en you

would have had a leg to stand on, uut lOU did promise ti em Point 19,

the ooo~on law, L~ 10U uave been elected on the propoeitlon or tbil

16W. ~.la waa v~ obl1~allon to the Gennan people beG4UaO thGJ

beHoved In It and tble ....... lhe oaU, of Adolf Iiltler.

~ ~id Jce Dot that all out In the book?

A "( <:lour.a I Ot) 16 no t pone 1 t 1n ouoh 0. man..,er in t.his book, .

but tho oontent 10 1n the bool<. One ui..,ht oonolde" that during the loot
-2~ (fRANK)SFi;T) -<t"



,.••r. I wue .b.olutol:r .toppod t'r"", speaklng In Germany. It WBe

en expre••od ardor ot Hltl.r that non. or my .po.ch•• w.ro .uPPolud

to be printed in book. or n•••papers, and k .aan't even alloweu to

ape&k. Seoretary Lac'~.r. gave 81. uils OrQ8r in a wr1tten ..: rm in 194:2.

Dldn't 10u t.il m. that tree 1933 on you oppo.od Hltl.r'.

extentlon ot powor into a dictator form ot bovernment?

A L alwa1~ tried that luoh and auch a dooision woul not

be tal<Ol1 or tba t aucb ant! suoh • law was not ma e. I alwaye svelte

or ... legal .tat. In my ,plOcb... 1 alway8 bav. "ald that Germany
Ialwa7a wae a atate or law, Dot a atata by police force.

Q Dldn't you t.ll me - -
A Th. tact I m.ntlon.d all the•• thln~. In my artlclo. tbat

I wrote, th1a WOIiI T1ly contlnuoul ot'lot:t, but l ral1~a. 1.'h!n!.:.8 w... uld

bav. b.en dlfferont If Hltl.r b.d .tuck to hI. word, but h. never dld.

Q I Didn't you .lao tell' 8 that. yOlo considored that Hillel".

aotlon. In ma~lne hra.olf Into. dIctator wore op o.ed to th. prln­

olpl•• ot the H.al Party and to the Cor.nan law o. It etood?

.A l' or tna tano. - -

~ Juet anewer my qua.tlan.

A In my opInIon, y•••

~ How do, you aooount for tbe fact 'that you wrote. book in

1~36, f1vo yoar. art.r,you oay :rou .tarted to oppooe Hltlor .nd

hle tdeua of D1otatorlhlp, and In thls book you .ot tortb a jurldlc"l,

• legal tound~tlon tor the Mael 1art:r .tate'

A Hltl.r bad boen l.gally elected the bead at tho German

•

aelob acter. the c.••tb or Hlndent:,,,rg. In th1s cap~olty

V .~"""'-¥" -2.-. , •• 1L..:: \L..1 _ ... A.d

one cannot
(HlAJ\K)



ho was a ~lctator. lio WilH not a dictator. III e conatitu.tional _q

he 'f,8e not a d':'Jtotor. lIe simply 1'1u .... u.nltod in ono person the b.ead

of the !·tatc, the hoad 01 he GOV0rnD18Ilt a'ld the hued of the iartf_

~ LId ho do all t.h" t. lec"lly ln your oplnlon?
•

~ r t waa lOt &1 since 1 t cad. b con oonsented by the Gttrman,
people, by vote, throu... h 0 vote. . bat r accuse hie of 1'6 the doln<!

a\'1(1)' OJ the lndt)jH,.,dence 0; the court and Judges, t.h& lntroduotlcn

of conOt3!l. t.ru tlon carr.pa o.n\.~ the 108D oi tho 1nd1 vidual lec;o.l rIgb ta.

" All tho.. t1.1"<:8 hap,ened bofore 1930. dIdn't the,.?

A ~es. ~boy happanod bot oro 1~3e bnt I stIll bnd tho hop.

to bo sl)metltflG able t.... forca h1D:l. back -at. n.

" ",11., tl.en dId "Jou "rI to a book ln 11136 wbereln ;you &001<. of

the juridIcal. or lOLal .owldatlon?

A hccaubC thCj· exL13tw. Th l'e wel'e a:rople Retch lewl which

had been a:rt·lvod at in 3. co..'!~~18te11 10ga1 mant".er. It wae a d.velop­

ment of the cu:nin.£: into tho !01'd&rOund of Blmmler and Bormann when

thln~8 ~ere not expres80d any more 1n rOI~al1led lew.

" TIle fact of tl~e mattol' 10. that while thurf) m&J' be la"e,

tile 8X8c~t:~n of thOGO lawu wae not In conformity Htth tho te~s.

1en t t thut rlfbt?

A ~hen in individual CQoc~ one bad to uAke oorreot10ns.

~ ~hy dId you _rito the bov~ at all?

;\ [jocauoe In any way po•• lole I trled to brlng the Id.a of

Justice before the pocple. 1 WilD U10 only one ?ot.!o could. t ..l~t on

tbnt ~Qttur. 1 wrote £ov~ral bcoKe. not only thie, one about or~­

in.al COU1'!. prcoodurc, ono on e.dJ.:luletra ti VG law.

(i KAllK)



Q. ~,e U 1"9 talk1ne »bout this bOok.

A It i. alwoys the same thought.

'" 'lbot io dl for th" present. ""tween now end the next t1mo

I tolk to you, 1 "ant you to ~ ink ovsr the thlngs "e hove been

talking oUout Bnd if you wvuld like to write out a statement und

add! tional rClJll8rk. feol Cree to do so.

APPhOVEI· •
•

(lnterrocatorl

SEC'1ET
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