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F.du.c:~,:t,iOll and. T:c;:!.';.c H:).stoIY~ (cont.) of n~v 'i:.orpmb bQ.~:i,,:; which YJ'e~c bujJ,:~ ~.;;: tb.o
P~ei.ch N~vy. DW::.l.ng /..\ lo;1.g vs.catj.on" hs mt'1Q.0 e t.rip thr.ougb. Indi.s:." ~j.1.J.~y.:'. <:·~i.d

all 'Ee.s'terrl Asie... S(.1013 ai't.erl'lards, be egai.."l v:tsit,er.1 t..'1ese J'egionn ·as ',,:c,u CC:.:i1:""

m&l.1:~dc:J.:' of 'l;11e German cruiser F.miien. In' Janlu~l"'1 (1) (If 1935 wa~n; b~' t!::(, t.erm~:

of th~~ Gemal1~Britisll naval t:Z:e';ty-, t.he Reich agaill obtain\3d the !'i~1;;lt ~~O haVI')
a. fleet., the t.hen friga.te cap'tam DOGli:litz 'Wan named chief of t,ue firat fJ.ed:,
of nE;W submaY'il1es 0 y
ACC01"di.ltg to SOUl'ces ~/~: in spite of the Veraailles Treat;}' .ooan':!;l,z, woX'k(~d

to r-scontruct and improve the rJ£\'Y; i1e perl'ect.ed the cOi'lllW.micaticm Sy.stt:'ID be­
tween su~rine6 and planes; h® improY€.d }1~d!~o9honez to protec't Germany c';ga:1.l1G'l:,
B:c:l.....€tain°s effective ilSDIC (P..E:rl;.i-Subma:';"'ln~ Defense Invest,igation Ilo1!i!1littec:;);; he
trained his crews in friondly :relation::! betTicen Qff1cnr~ anci. men in ord.el' 7,'S
pT0yent th$ mutinies of off1o:ar-bulliod crews that had contribt!t.ed t,Q tho
breakdooL'1 of the 5ubl:'E.rine servicG in the First'"orlc r:ar. ACCOI'dj;,~lg )jO tbe
same sourc{!ls, Doanit~ hi."llself super-rlsed cve17 d6ta.~Ll of constru~ti"~l and le'(,tu'
Sa\T to :It '(,M:C, factor-les were eo disp!.?!'Sed ~h~t they were wt of t.n;} Rll'crs
r~ach. He o~igL12,ted a spar~pa~~ ~~tem uhich provided German~' v~t~h & bo~t

fle:3"i;;. all pack(~d c:r-!e:';l in cltatas and waitlng fot' assembly long -;'ef·:>r~ the V<St'=
aail1ea Treaty ·~..as overtly brol~en.

Tn 1931;> £.ccoT.'d5.ng to eo\.\rce YJ/ Do~n;\t2. was on '~ha Gennar.·, &U",marine u,~:r,

which was on a Ol~.ssion ':"0 inveBt.:tgat~ currents nGar~h(3 hngli:sh c:oa:3ts. 'i'i:1e
6ubrua,rine '~af3 spotted and. f\)!'c}ea, to '(jbe 6urf~,oeo ,\Joenitz 'Has ,~om:9~11(Jd '~,O

eend his captain to apologiz~ to the com:n8ndsl'" of t.he B!":i.t:i.sh descrozre::>e

SOI~C t:i.me af't0!" 1936" COICillodolQa Doen1:~,z waf! P"o~lot'~d t.o t,hp- rank " f HeL:,!'
Admiral an,d decorat.ed 'with the Knight-Ie Gr036 of the Iroa (:1"os13, 11.ccoTd.:i..!lg '\';0

souree §!~ end during the fall of 19!!.Cl 11$ ro:se to '1;,he' ran.1{ of ViC0~jh~il'l?J.:

8.S a rm'I'ard for his work in bel:.alf of th::l submal~ln~ E1I'!!l and the SllCCCSf,0S ~(.his

weapon 1'18.3 &chieV'in~, he was prc:moted to Admi. raJ. in 1942., On 30 ,,}amle~:'JI' 1943
Dccn1.tz 'li1ns promoted to Grund Admiral in charge of tho SllPl"'€nl~~O:~i.Uldof '(.118
GarliW.n Navy, 2.1 and later he was awarded the O&l~ Lea'V~8 or the K.l:lgh'ij ~ s CrolS3:
personally prs~ent~d to him by Hitler~ Yo According to source J1?!, DoenH,~ 'Hf.::;'

ge~er'&lly credited with the se~at.ion2.l 3\.lCC<!lSB of the Gera-:.eJl 5ub!1c'U~j.ne cm­
paign, as he was repoz-ted to have devised t.he new tactics of mews at,i;llcka
on con~oys" He also was beU,evcd to have designed tan..'cer submarine~J UflEd D3

supply ships operating 'long' distances fr<rn home bases" ~ Accordiug 'tt, thin
source, Doen:ttz declared at that time that he lIcuId personally cOIliID..md t.he
U-boat weapon her~~forth.

Accordilig to 301,\l'Ce W Doenitz i'epor.t~d.l.y !'3eaigned !jlS 8upre'JA" COi11lI'2nUOl' of'
thtl German navy a.s an af.JGsmath ot tht'J 1(')36 of t.hel Scharnhorst on he>: Ha~'sl1"('s

Scla Mission ~he:re he had sent ~t in ordel" to boost Ms....:repu:tation" Lccordin.g
to soures W hO\llrsver" only pressure was brought t,o bear en D()l.~nitz F.',S e. resu..lt
of the sinld.ng of the ScharnhOl"st.. He iri TonortfJd to have ordered the 8h:l.p
to sea in an effort to~iio13ter his rep'x::'n.tio~ as a nd.val s t~:'ategist" Hit.l~;;Z'
allegedly refused to see Doenitz when the latter cc~lled and tried tD apologi~o

for the loas ~! the shipe

Aocording to source 'W, in 29~..3 Doenitz was n£med onoS of' a new triV.3,'lVjZ!~C@to

't.o rule Getma.~" This group W~ reported J.;.o be heHd~d by Gt\riI:lg, rdth go1t.~1

.and Dt!n:ttz repZ06senting the araled forc3s" Bu't h~ pre3ented i1~~1l' only ,w
CO~IDEN'!'IAL



COl~FIDENT.IAr,

Educnt::ton and Work History: (cont$) head of the Ge:rnwn state and Suprer.l$ COQ=
tlw,nd0I' of th6 Gema.n Armed Forces, ?:li./. In his addresses to the Ge:a~al'l F00ple
h~ neith~X' addTe83~d nor nenticned the Party" ~o Early -in May 1945 he an­
tlOl.1.n(;ed himself e.D the nevI Geman leacl.el' de:3igna\~Gd b'J Hitler before the. late.
terls de~th..

Dcenitz was a IUsIrber of the Supreme Command of the Armed I' orces 3lld a member
of '1il1e Hitler Cabinet ill a1ong~ £-W'?
The eCcoCa1led Doonitz GoveX"ruaent included the foll{!!:ing tten, W; Count Lutz
Sch71erin von Krosiglt, Pr:i!::e M.:lnis·iier, YiniatQI' of "'oreign At'fa1TB and F:1.mm:ce;
Dl"'o Wilhelm St,UCkal....6, Minister of Interior and Sc1el..ce, Edt.tcaj~iol'l and Public
Izmtx'Uction, foner seeret.ary of th'3 Ministry of ~"he J:n'l;,erj or und!3r lIimmler;
Albert Speer, Minister of Economies and Prodv.ct1on; E~:rDert BackG;? Mj.nister of
Fcod~ f.gricultw.~e and ~ oreat.s; Franz Sald-tob Yinistel' of Labor s..'1d Social Af­
£a..i.rs; Dro Julius Dorpmtlller, MiniElter of Co;r.munications and Posts; Herbert Klemm,
A.ct.~.ng in:1ster of JustS.co; Paul W~gensr, Head of the Civil Cabinet of P~d:miZ"8J. '
Doonitz; Rear Admiral Henik."mn '\'iagnel', Head of the Mil:l·l:.ary Cabinet of Adrnit-al
Docnitzo On ths 23 May 1945 this government was disBclved by the Allie3 and
Grand Admiral Do~ro..l;,z and hie cabine'c, members were aY.'l·~3t~ed, '!21-

Political Histo!'1 and At/tit~; Accordj.ng t'J source ?::§J,. DN~Ilitz was first pt101ic­
ly linked uith the Nazis when he became commander of tIle first submarinfJ .flo-:­
-(j:Ula. i..'l 1936.. Sov..rce ?J/ asserts that };)oenitz '~Gd hts place to Nazi PG.l'ty
affiliations ,and to the rdandship of H:i.mm1er, and SOUl\~e !§.,/ flatly calls hi.'!!l
n a convinced and fCl'7ent ".azi.n SO"llreoa ~/&!!V r~port that Doemitz ha:P. had
no eyiclent party p021ition.. There i8 no record or hie ,PI.r'GY membership although
he u.nquestionably was a. Nazi s::rl1lpath:l.zer. and proteg8 of the Nazi regime. He n~·

'fer occu.pied a high party office nor. did he hold any r<.\ lk inthin any or ~li..l:''!

Pe.rty forAlat5.oni3~ e.go in 'the SS, ~8 DOGnitz is furt.l\ermOre Imov.rn to hav~ 'backed
his U-boat commanders ill Buol::~oaZu1 dGmands to have the Gestapo weeded out of
tlle C!'G"s1S" WfJ Sources J!~ say that Dom1~ljz blara.sd F.,,~d19r for allowing the

,Gestapo u.njus·tly to arrC3s·t su:Oma!'1m~ crena liwhose nervoi/5 condi:l:.iol! .'It the '3n.d
of a ~liour of dut~r sometimes led thef.l into utteranees t~t the Nazis diat.orted
into s€ld.i.~don<>n DoeZ!itz e~8o was repcrtGQ to have serv8l' a note on Adm5.!'al
R~.eder in i'il1.ich he flatJ.y demwdad ~;,ha:~ t.he above-m~l'ltion~'1 pol:i.ce forces '~be

run out of sl.l.bmax-ibe bases B..'1d ports and off t.he necks of na.val m.eno fl

But whaU31fer. Doonitz 9 rtazi Pa.rty token position may lo.ave huent he plooved him­
8~1f & devoted follo~er of Hitlero

In the sta.tetdents issued by Yioenit.s aftel"" the J'uly' 1944 plo1 against Hitlel' had
failed, the folluwing e:lC.Cerpt 18 par'Gictv.arly fligniflcsnt:

'~A small red clique of generaJ.8 that has nothing in common ,'tth our brave A:r:my
h.&\S in CC,fwJ.Tdl,. disloyalty iZ'..stigat.ed thi murder to cOllmlit a most base be­
.tl'a:ye~ or t.he FUhrer and the Oel:;'lan peo~le~ If' these rascal;:) and henchmen (It
our enemies wh~ they service wlGU unpr~nc~pled, ~tar~~ 81d tala~ clever­
ness _ in JCae~ity the':Z' stupidity is u:nllmi'bed - believe the. " by removal of the
Fillt1."(3!' the'"i cnn free us from our ho.I'd but mnezorable end fat41ful strugiilo, th~

COUFIDENTIAL
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Political Hil.:rto:ry and Att:i3~ud~H (cont~) ('.0 not usa in ·i,:·;l~:i.l' fear'ZuJ. m·,:'. 1::11.:.1.:"\ 1:1.,.,
m:l:liatiol1 that their crlminal act. TIQulcl have t.hrown r.;<J :into t{~J:'1"tbll') Cb;')3 ant,.
would delivcr U3 unarmed into the hands or OUT Emmil.:1..31rJ ~ E:v;~emnat::i or.. i'2l1d G'':'"

ala'le:1l13nti of our men and hunger an.d unbeliavaiifue t'li:1el:'~r would b$ -f..t.;;; CO:(l.3(,qD('i:£~-n

es Q U;:18peakp..blc unhapp:i.r.\OSG l\7ould be the lot, of OU1:' people ~ :1n!1.l.1 i \:.ely jl'.()!'0

cruel al"ld mora difficult than even th.e hnrdGo't, days ·that the pre~Jent W&l" lr'.'.1y

entau~n

A.ft~lr J)o~n.itz 6u..cceeded B.itler as hend of t.he GerIDaI! a t.ate cmd Su.p~0me C~!.~

~der of the Armed Forces, hie offici$l~s <JOlltinued propaganda 0'3'01" EI0V07.'c.l

rEJ.d10 otations, g§j• ."'hile the Reichssender Flensb1:il"g played up dir~ag:rGer.lonts

beltween the Allies in San Franciscc-ancreiB;nhere, other bro8'.dc~a.fdiS c(\tr(~inu.Qd
to accuse the hestern Allies ot Uet&.bbing Om'lf.U\V in tha b~ckfli.t 26/., On th€
other hand~ Ii!. braodc&st 01 17 May 1945 f'Ei!"Vently asfl a:rtddtw:t. thO G.9l";'JlHl'l IJ&vy
had nothing to do With the notol'1oU6 Nazi ~o~..cen·tratie-n. cam~s..,?if., Ii~C~)rd..i:-1.~
to se.me source ·"his braodcast mBJ7 have been the at't~mpt. to vrhi teTm.sh t he t:'1tli~

tary forc~s .from chal~ges of part1cipB:~:;'ion in Germ.Qn ,~troci',,1<!J3 cQj'ili1tt;l;,(~d in N~~.

concentration camps and furthermore ~\1 hav~ had the function of s~ill~Llg to
clear D'Gnit$ epeci.fically frcm any ch rges l:l.nking him with the I~c':lrd of th.o
PartYo

Personal Dat.a: Source !!V calls DOGnitE & sev0re~ seamy-::a~ed:, beak-n"elG:d 1:l:i:.tle
man who a.~orted hie se!m.en to Jll.lill~ !eUl, kilHu and ;(,0 avoid &~ nc'i', o:t
humanit,To Other source!, 'JJ&1jJ~ describe him as a h;;,rd working man ";li'::'h
tlclose-eroppsd hairlJ o"1Terhanging ey~bTor:s, cruel and d·gep set ey'e3, beaconlike
nose, lined cheeks, ugly JQ,oj!th and eVOi,l 'lglie.r chin" t1 A mtm cf m.idd~eL.(;la:3s

origin like the late Field Marshal. E!'JJi.."'l Iio!ll!ral, ;M-l/I' gaunt, starnfa.ced" ruth.,.
lCitGlB and a]l1hS., ll/~ Bu.t mccording to soU!'ce !!V, a ::1B.n who 'aSf1 to it ;;'hat the
bast care and accomodatioli.s were g:l'l-leJ~ 'GO U-l;o~).t c:rens and that the U-boat base
penonnel was given Bptlci!u privileges. In that cor..,nection he coni:.ir.:uli'.lly n"w
from base to base in the speciEJ.l airpl~ne at his di5PO~al. According to 'the same
source W~ the building of thEl U-boa:t i~bllnkarSM was '(,118 di:rect result of' a
discussion between him and rUniater Sp€(jjjr, r.t 'Which t:L[l6 he presontf:li 111.;3 idet::,tS
on that subjec.:tl> Same source I'eportG t.hat DOc;ln:1.tz i!~ a. man of. great, energy
:and authority Whopo8SeS5~)a no 3cruples V!hat,s::>~1Tero H:~s o.1'f'lcm."fJ Sf"S loy·.al to
him for he sees to it personally th.~,t their efforts a:ft~ rewal"ded~ a..l'l.d he does
.not mind spending the better part of an 617ening drlking 'With them.. l'te is
p~reonally acq1.laj.nted with all his U-boat captains and. with 0. great many of

. the younger officers as well !§/.. When he wall corr\Ylla!ld~r of the UI!.d~X'3eas :t1~ct

he personally interrogated the captain3 end officers of the Tetumil'lg submari.u((l$ I)

According to 8 ource !iii Do~mitz· i>.as no 1"evolu~vion9_ry id.eas about the 1"aging of
war but can l>a expected to apply ncklB:!sly those he ho.80

Source £21 oAscribes him a3 a fanatic );ho resembles R~~el in 1113 oV~l~onfi­
. dElnci), boastfulneS81 belief in pep' talks, and inc.1iffera"'!.(;:i) to casualties"

A tervent adherent of unrostriot.ed U-boat warfare) a :follow'er ot 'the le:tl!!
Grand Acmiral Alfred von 1'irpltt~ whose portr-alt y:ith 'the iI'lJ3criptionjJ uJ)iQ
Tat 1st alles tl .(the deed is evcrJrthing), hangs over h:Ls deslt, J./t4JJJ He
1'~ly expected to' vlin the war with his U-bo&.t !-leet3 ~.md their flv.olf-packl1

tactics wh.'tch he originatGd W <) Do'!n~_tz is Z~DO deam:1.b<.'.ld as a na.vy off:l.c0r
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P()":'3C':~~. D(\I·.1.~ ~·.c;o~r:j,,} ~;rho hat.~~ the 33:, .J::ld (;ro adv cn:~'3s the dJst:ruci:,ion of aJ.l
_. ',.,1' DH1~1') 'j.nes ra:the::' th'3.l1 J ,h3 ;.wi!.:~enance of large surfa~(~ t'-'''''C'''''.ll. 11· Is·)'1.-p<msJ· , '""" "" • ;,-=tI

~,.cCO:A'(i:"':"16 .>; S ")1"7 C~ .~1/., B;:-iiiish..::lat:.ng I\c1\iral Dccm.-tz if! still convinced.
that l.~~.:!:'es1;j:ic·(,:';~ U0hnf:J:i:, i1Z\:tfare nou:'.d ns,-'':6 .'?l"oducsd Ii German v:i.c·'ory in tie
lusi:. ,\,i.U· 'tJlJ 19(,1.1, and he believed th~d:, it.r stannch llflsistf.l..'1ce wOl;ld vfin tbis wn.J~o

'2'>lahlli'i;.ion ~s.: ~(lrdirlg to fW',lrce PJ): ~Jo8nit~ 1 careor and cc.'udl1.ct sha thaI:. he
~:;~.dN~r:cCt to ':,,',0 00_ IfU1 mili·0a:d.st,~ who ~ver since tho Ge!Tl.Sn c~cl'eat. in 1918 vr<li~~

-Gucl f'(;i:' tbn (a~' of l'etr:lbu.tio~1o 'rhc~:o ~iI'des f&Yo~1 any rt~giJllc in Germany
t~1::l.t '",mId r J,t. Effi end to th, r.e: u~)lie a7l.a. au. port G~rlnan re-aun<l!tGuto fdhe3l
t:1'3 N~3is ,~.;.d m,;tubl·j.s!led themssl-r8s as the ~'"tL'.era oi: Gerrcal1y, men lilce DO~rU:('B

al}.PPo!'·i~(d ,112m b~ccw.se they D11filied old dea5.;:'es II !l~~n1tz bec2ltteJ a fer'vent
f Qll(J~jcr' ..f ID.:0J.er and. hi~ nefi order I

'''- .

ECJ:\'"l::.n p.-.<~c'..i.o) i3 r(~br~l11ll';1 1~'43

B~;;ll:.Z,QJ;. ;§.E2911 ~!i.!~..,g" lt l Se.?t3lTl er 19~J
.....c0"Jl~1 (..<.ndon·, 30 AUg:l~·t 19;~2, p. h
'~~n.;;, 2 FetH'i),€,;~- J.9h2 a.";1d. ;. ilU6U3't 19!~2

Lc) !l:~:E~J.:X. '!'§ry,Pi?, 14 Hftr(h 194'J
BcrH:: R<:.C:i-:l, :L Ft'3bl"'Uar;]' J.543
... to·:cl:".t\ fw.dic.~ It, Fd'bruarJ 154.3
t~.m:'lh".1 Radi.o;l 2J. I\ppil :l..9h:
~SG S,:;urc·~ S!' ;~ FttlL:,rua17J' 1~}...)3
rL~7 ~fr-k 7~~~' 3:. ~"a.'l1),nr;J 19hJ
·~10.~~.f~9P- IQ.§>~" ;;0 Decet':oc. r :'..94.3
:tEf ~9F-:1< 'A.~.~~~~ ~) Deca-lbcr 19iJJ
;'.r..:tMl?.&~Qr ~e.o§l .31 J &'"I1Un.ry· 191.>3
~!:! !0:tk 'rp.:;~~:t 2 riEy 1945
~£;:r !crl<: 'J;,;lA:.~~, 9 J. 1.1gUS~j 1543
';iEJ,s·:.:rho Mf)n-thly SupplGom:'c,,, ciULlS 1942
ass SCUTCC S, :..0 tTuJ·;r 1~~h3
03S S urCG S, 8 Fein"Uar;:r i.Sl.!.;5
cas ~Gurce :)~ il Octobo~ 1543
Ecd:i.n Radio, .h Febt'ua~.r lSi~3
Bef:'lin Re.dio FCC l:'epor-i:t:: IS tiny - 9W.~
"SS Sou:rcs '1, 25 relY' 19h5
C~S SOllTCe s~ ~ M~y 194~
tkrr York Ti.lJl.2£... 2h ¥.ay ~.S:h;;
Q5.S SQUi"CCD S, 19 Ha;r 19h5

BR...6
2~ May 1945
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