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"J"‘"!.‘ he harracsed cusny merchind ‘L.; ping in the Mediterrancen snd in tho
[ ul.t,—;_f- Eonarey Wilheln IT presont ¢d him with the hiph decoratiosn of taw

Vouss of Bohmatollesn, 1i/.

feecording o souree L ' Dosnltz wes heken a prlsonar by Grest Fxdtaio ap Qo
sobey 1916 when the § 77288 {2) was surk by & Britlsh poircl in the ¥editorrenom.

Accordinz 40 the sane souree; »er ths Eovember lﬁlﬁ samiaticc, Doznlie wag
confined %o ths ¥anchester limatld esylu, heving fadgned dogopity. Hs s

later repatriased 4o Germeny &3 msa:aee

“‘ter gha Fipss Nordd Ver Deanlts wae vectested by Grend Adwiral, then Captalin,
wioh Redder to ramain in ths aavwy, 1[ Sovrce __‘{/ states: Meamite oy &
mz'.na.t. azaociasion with the Yiela » rezixs in any respect shaveesver, and s hod

ve of tieisl status wntil his 1736 essiznzeni® when he vas aopoiated comaider

o:,. tha Lirst Ueboat flotilla. According to source Q/ Posnd to re-enlizued in e

#avy 4n 1919, hoping that soreday the Rzich would again have & fisab. H2 cpe
oia.»d saveral paam in the Zeaersl H%afi. Then, for several yearsy hoe o
cemmande:s of & borpeds boar, lator bscryalog the chlef of ths first 2004120 of
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BORNIE, Ksrl w 2 e CORETHTENNTRT,

Béucation and Tork History: {(cont.} of nsw torpedo boadts which were buill by the
Reich YMavy. During e long vacation, he made & trip through Indis, Malayn and
all Eastern Asie. Soon afterwards, he sgain visited these regions @5 thw come
mander of the German cruiser Emden. In Jamuary (%) of 1935 when, by the terms
of the German-British naval tresty, the Reich again obtained the rigat %o havs
& Ilest, the then {rigate captain Dosnitz was named chief of the first flest
of new submarines. 8/

According to sources 3/&li/. in epite uf the Versailles Treaty Poeniis worked
to recontrucy and imprevs the Havys he perfected the communic aticm system ba-
tween submarines and planes; he improved hydrovhones Yo protect Jermany against
Peivain's effective ASDIC (Anti-Submarine Defense Investigation Dommittes); he
trained his crews in friendly relations between gfilicers and men in order %
prevent the mutinies cof officer-bullisd crews that bad contributed to the
breakdowa of the submerine service in the First “orld UVar. According o the
same souvces, Dosnite himself supervised cvery dotaill of comstruction and lzter
saw bo 1t thet factories were sc dispersed they they wers eut of thz RA's

reackh. He origineted a sparewparts system which provided Germany with o U-boat
fleat all packed away in ceates and waiting for assembly long befsry the Var=
sailles Treaty was overily brolken.

Ta 1937, according to zource 13/ Doenitz wes on ths Cermarn submarine U-37
which was on & mission to invesiigate curvents near the lnglish cossts, The
submarine was spotted aad forced to the surfsoc. Josniitz was compelled to
send his captain to apclogize to the commender of the British destrorer.

Some time after 1936, Comucdove Dosnitz was promotsd to the rank of lear
Admiral and decorated with the Knight's Crose of the Iron Cross, sccording to
gource §/ » and during the fall of 1940 he rose to the rank of Vice~Adaivel:

38 & roward for his work in behalf of the submarin® arm and the successes this
weapon was &chieving, be was premoted to Admivel in 1942, Cn 30 Janmuary 1943
Coenits was promoted to Orand Admiral in charge of tho SupremesCoumand of the
ermen Navy, 9/ and later he was awarded the Osk Leaves of the Rnighitlds Crosa,
personally presented to him by Hitler, 8/. According %c source 10/, Doenitz was
generally credited with the sensatlonel succese of the Germen subnaine ceme
paign, as he was reported to have devised the new tactics of mass atbecks

on convoys. He also was believed to have designed tanker submarines used ¢3
supply ships opsrating long distances from home bases. Eﬁ/ Accorddng “e this
source, Deenitz declared at that time that he would perscnally command the
U=-boat weapon henceforth.

According vo source il/ Doenitz raportedly mesigned sae supreme commander of

the (erman navy as an afiermath of the loss of the Scharnhorsi on her Darsuis
Sda Mission whore he had sent it in order to boost his vopucaiion. Lccording
to scurce }_g/ however, only pressure was brought to bear on Doenits &s a resuld
of the sinking of the Scharnherst. He is roported to heve ordered the chip

%o sea in an effort to bolster his reputation as a naval s trategist. Hitler
allegedly refused to see Doenitz when the latier called and tried to apclogize
for the loss of the ship.

According to source 15/, in 19h3 Doenitz was named ons of a new trivmviasiteto
to rule CGormany. This group wes reported te hHe headed by GBring, with Eeitel

| and DBnitz representing the armsd foress. %t he presented nimselif only as
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Féueation and Work History: ({cont.) head of the Germon state and Supreme Come
mander of the German Armed Forces, 24/, In his addresses to the Gernan reople
he neither addressed nor mentiocned the Party, 2L/, Early in May 1945 he an-
nounced himself as the new Gemzn leader designaled by Hitler before the lste
ter's desih,

Doenitz was a member of the Supreme Command of the Amed Forces and a member
of the Hitler Cabinet ell along, 2L/,

The so-cslled Doenits Government included the foliowing men, 25/: Count Lutz
Schmerin von Krosigk, Frime Mindster, Minieter of ‘oreign Affairs and Fimance;
Dr, Wilhelm Stuckart, Minister of Intericr and Science, Bducation and Public
Ingtruction, former secretary of the Ministry of the Interior under Himwlers
Albert Speer, Ministsr of Econcmles and Produeticn; Erzrdert Backe, Minister of
Food, Agriculture and Forests; Franz Seldte, Hinlster of Labor end Social Af-
£airs; Dr. Julius Dorpmlliler, Minister of Commumicatiins and Postej Herbert Kliemm,
Aciang Hinlster of Justice; Paul Wegensr, Head of the Civil Cabinet of Admiral
Doenitzs Rear Admiral Hermzan Vagner, Head of the Hilitary Cabinet of Admirsl
Doenitz. On the 23 May 19L5 this government was disaclved by the Allies and
Grand Admiral Dosnite and his cabinet members were arsted, 25/,

Political History and Attitude: Aiccording to source 16/, Dienits was first public-
iy linked with the Nazls when he became commander of tle first submarine floe
villa in 1936, Source 17/ asserts that Joenits wwed his place to Nszi Pavty
affilietions and to the friendship of Himmler, and sowwe 18§/ flatly calls him
g convinced and fervent Hazi.® Sources i3/&ll/ report that Doeénite haw had
ro evident party position. Thers is no record of his Tirty membership although
he unquesticnably was a Nazi sympathizer and protegé of the Nezi regime. He ne-
ver occupied a high party cffice nor did hs hold any rak within any of the
Party formations, e.g. in the £S, 21/, Doenitz is furt.crmore knom o have backed
his U~boat commanders in suocesaflul demands to have the Gestapo weeded out of
the ereus. 13/. Sources 3/t say that Doenliz blamed Faeder for allowing the
Cestape unjustly bo arrest submarine crews "whose nerveous condition at the apd
of a tour of duty sometimes led them into utterarces thil the Nazis distorted
into sedition.® Deosnitz also was reperiaed Yo have servel a note on Admiral
Raeder in which he flatly demanded that the above-mention:l police forces "be
run out of submarine bases and perts and off the necks of naval men,®

But whatever Doenitz! Hazi Party token position may have buen, he proved him=
gelf & devoted follower cof Hitler.

n tﬁa sta’oem{ents issued by Doenite after the July 194} plol against Hitler had
failed, the following excerpt is particularly signifilcant:

w4 spall mad elique of generals thal has nothing in common vith cur brave Army
hes in cewardly disloyalty instigated this murder to commit a most base be-
traydd of the Fihrer and the Gemman pecple. If these rascala and henchmen of
au= enemies whon they service with unprincipled, dastardly aad false clever—
ness - in reality their stupldity is unlimited - believe the: by removal of the
FRhrer they con free us from our hard bul dnezorable and fatiful strugggle, they
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Political Hilstory and Attitude: (comt.) ¢o no® ses in treir fearful aul tlind 1ie

mitation that their criminal zct would have throwm us inte terzible ebaoz and
would deliver us unamsd into the hands of ocur ensmizs. Exierminatior
alavemant of our men and hunger and unbelisvalBhe nisery would be thz coniegque
8. Unspeaksblce unhappiness would be the lot of our pecple = Infinitely wore
cruel and more difficult than even the hardeat days that the present waxr may
entail,."

After Dosnitz svcceeded Hitler as head of the Cerman stete and Suprere G-
mendér of the Armed Forees, his officiels continued propaganda over geveral
redlo stations, 2_6/. While the Reichssender Flensburg played up dlsagroeenenis
botween the Allies in San Framciscc and elsewvhere, other broadecestsc coatinued
to accuse the hestern Allies of "stabbing Ceérmeny in the back®, 26/. On the
other hand, a bracdcast of 17 May 1945 fervently assurdddtibet the German Nevy
had nothing to do with the notoricus Nazl concenitraticn camps, gé/ « Azcording
to same source this braodcast may have been the attenpt to vhitewash the mili-
tary forces from charges of participation in Germen strocities committed in Hewl
concentration camps and furthermors may have had the funstion of sedking to
clear DBnits specifically fram any ch rges linking him with the record of the
Party.

Personal Data: Source lli/ calls Dosnite a severs, sesmy-Iaced, beak-nos:d 1ittle

man who exhorted hie seanen to ¥Xill, kill, kiili¥ and {0 aveid any ach of
humanity. Other sources, 3/&hf, describe him as a hard working man wih
“close~-cropped hair, overhanging eysbrows, cruel and dsop set eyez, beacconlike
nose, lined cheesks, ugly nopth and even uglier chin.” A man € middle-class
origin like the late Field Marshal Rrwin Homrel, Ui/, gaunt, sternfaced, ruthe
less and abdd, 13/, Bul sscording %o source 18/, a nan who saw to it that bhe
best care and accomodations were given to U-boat crews and that the U~boat base
personnel was given spacial privileges. In that connection he contiruslly flew
from bass to base in the speciel airplsne at his disposal. According to ths saeme
source 18/, the bullding of the U-beat Bbunkers® was ths direct result of 2
discusaion between him and Kinister Speer, at which tlu.e he presentel his idess
on that subject. Same source reports that Dosnitz is a man of great energy

and authority who possesses no scruples whatsoever. His offlcers ars loyal Yo

him for he sees to it perconelly that their efforts ave rewarded, and he does
not mind spending the better part of an evening driking with “hem. He is
personally acquainted with 811 his U~boal captains and with o great many of

the younger officers as well 18/. When he was commander of the underseas flect
he personally interrogated the captains snd officers of the returning submarines.

According to source 18/ Doenitz has no rsvoluticnsry ideas about the waging of
war but can be expéeted to epply recklsssly those he hzs,

Source w dascribos hiw as a fapatic vwho resembles Esamel in his ovaveconfi-

depce, boastfulness, belie{ in pep tallts, and indifferencs to casuvaliles-

A fervent adherent of unrestricted U-boat werfare, a follower of the lete
Grand Admiral Alfred ven Tirpitzs whose portrait with the inscription, "Die
Tat ist alles" (the dved is everything), hamge over his desk, 3/&h/» Ho
fully expected to win the war with his U-bost fleets end their “wolf-pack?
tactics which he originsted Ll.l_/., Do2nitz is elso described as a navy offlcer
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Sources: L/ Porlin Redic, 8 Fobruary 1043
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a4l Deba: {(conbe) who hates the se. and ako advecataes the destzuction of ajl |
sage-power U oubmo ines rather than “ha nelvtenance of large surface forces. .‘uy‘

Accorcing Lo sovics 21/, British-iating Adairal Deenttz is still convincad
that unveshbyictsd Voot warfare wonld hava produced a Gemman victory in the
1ast var by 197, and he belleved that ite staunch assistance would win this wer.

Evaluation (2ecording to soarce 23/): Dosnita’ career and conduct shor that he
zelonged o Uie German milidtarists wio ever since the Cernsn defeat in 1918 wad.

ccd for the cay of retribution. Theve sircles favored any regime in Germany

that vould yat en end Yo ths re Wlic and svpport Geraman re-avmament. When

the Nazis l':d established themselves as the rulers of Gemmany, men Jike Doaniis

aupporited .hizm becavse they Mulfilled old desires. Doenitz becare a fervenat

follower £ Hitler and his new order.
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el ) ag tras available ab the time 6Ff prepuration. It may consscuentlybe suiy-
ot boanendment by sdditional or more recent int"llismce. Indaxz numbers and
ore ars solely for indexing estetemente In the report,.
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