12 May 1945

MEMORANDUM TO ACCOMPANY TRIAL BRIEF
ve, Defendant Kerl Doenite

“his memorandum pointe out th* weaknesses in the case against Doenits

and the omiesions due to incomplete evidence.
1. Mﬁ&ﬁm

a. It is debatable vhether Germany violated the letter of treaty
limitsztions by building submarines, Under the Versaille. Treaty (1919)
which allowed no submarines, Germany had foreigm shipyards build them,

The Anglo German Naval Tresties (1935 and 1937) allowed submarines. We
do not have coples of these treaties or figures which might prove their
violation,

b. Doenitz was not commander of submarines until 1935, after the
treaty. Then he was only a tactical officer, operating the U-boats turned
over to him, In the strategical decisions of whether to build submarines,
and how many, he could only urge and advise. Before 1939 he was £60 Loy
in the ladder of command to influence policy plans for waging war.

r at Si _

I have omitted the da;alopmant of the U-boat "sink at sight"
policy. The British Admiralty seems to consider it defensible due to the
rapidity of redio communication and the strength of allied air power,

The U. S. seems to have condoned it when President Roosevelt declared the
waters around England a blockade zone prohibited to U. S, shipping. See
L1-182 for the detailed defense,

2. Individua of W, me

e, The Athenia, a British pessenger ship, was sunk without warn-
ing two houre after wer broke out. lo documentsry proof i¢ availabdle in
Wornberg, I underetand there ie an affidavit of Admiral Godt, chief-of-
¢taff to Doenitz, in which he states that U-30" torpedoed”the Athemia®, ang
the cartain end crev of U-20 were sworn to eecrecy on their return, The
log of U-30 was fzlsified to omit the incident, Hitler stated the British

themselves probadly pank "the Athenia", The sffidavit and the log are

purported to be in London
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b. The “Laconie® cerrying ltelian risoners wae torpedoed,

17 September 1542, The U-boat captain attempted rescue operations, Fly-
ing &4 red oross, life rafts in to: , survivore on its decke, the U-boat

vas bDombed by s U, &, plame, Doenits' requert to declare the area neutrzsl
was denied.

c. Doenits zent a w/T signel dated 17 September 1942 to all
commanders that to rescus men off sunken ships contradice<d the demnnis
of warfare., U-boat Gantaln Moshle intervretad it -2 2n order %o kill the
erews of sunken ships, Moehle's testimony snd the ¥/T, 1 understand, are
in london. TYae W/T wust be read in the embarriasinz light of “the Laconia®
incident of tha same date, After Sovember 1942 killing men off sunken
ships would be i{n violetion of Doenitr' order of November to sgll U-boats
never to surface in the presencs of the enemy,

d, Ihg Yelens, a Greek ship, was sunk (April 1944) sznd ite craew
vas aaghine-gunnad by U-852, The U-bost was later suvnk, and i%s ecaptain,
Captain Eck, court-mertialea By the Mritirh, The records of the inclisut
are not in Kurnberg, Doenlt: claims he knmows nothing of it, and if it
happened 1t was in violation of his orders not to surface,

¢, U-51 sank a Norwegzian ship (8 Fed, 1940), The U-boat captain
vas pralsed for his metion, The defense is that the ship tried to ram the
U-boy§, ¥e have no evidence of the inecident here,

f. ibg ven Gerlos, a Spanish ship, was sunk by gunfire (-.6 of
brief). Turportedly there is evidence in London thit the U-bost captain
vas vralsed by Doenits for alnuccenlful patrol,

4, & telegram to Ueneral wier (12 Ksy 1945) signed Ly the vica-
vrresident, Sational Meritime Unlom of imerica, CI0, offers to furrish
survivors from torpedoed ships to “testify Doenitz' crews deliberately

carried out his policy of kill Kkill kill.* The svicencs is lacking,



Memo - Karl Doenitz

5. Conclusion
The case againet Doenit:z on »lunning agegressive warfare and wag-
ing illegal warfare is weak, However, after 1943, he actively supported
the ¥azi philosophies (p.5 of brief) and played a leading role in terror-
istic activities (pp. 6 and 7 of brief). The evidence is not clear on the

mardering of commandos in Norway,

RICHARD HELLER
Lieutenant, USMNR



