
12 .MaT 1945

OMORA.NDUH TO ACC~A.NI TRIAL BlUD
ye. Defendant Karl Doenltz

111111 memorandUJll points out th! wesknesses in the cas. against Doenlh

and the Om18!ions due to incomplete evidence.

1. Planning for w&r! of Aggre,.lon

4. It it debata.ble whether QerJl&!3T no1ated t:M l"Uer of treatT

limitationl bT build.ing submarlnes. Under the 'er.a111e~ 'freatT (1919)

which allowed no Bub rlnea. GermaD1' hs.d foreign shipyarde build them.

The AD.€lo German NaTa.l !rre!ltiel (1935 and 1937) allOYed submarines. W.

do not haTe copies of theae tre&tlet or figurea which ml~t proTe their

Tiolation.

b. :Doen,i tz val not c01llllla.nder of iubmarinel until 1935, after the

tr~8ty. Then he was only a tactioal ofticer, operating the U-boats turned

OTer to~. In the .trategical d.cldona ot whether to build lubmarine ••

and. how many. be could onlT urge and adThe. Before 1939 "be val too ).Qy

in the ladder of command to influence policy plane for waging war.

I have omitted the deTelopment ot the U-boat "sink at 8ightW

policT. The British Admiralty aeema to oonsider it defensible due to the

rapidit1 of radio oommunicatlon and the 8trength ot allied all' power.

The U. S. seems to haTe condoned it when Preddent Roosevelt deolared. tho

vaters around EllI;lancl a blockade sone prohibited to U. S. shipping. See

L-182 for the detailed defense.

3. ~dividual Oases of War Crimel

The Athenia, a Britiah passenger ship, was sunk without warn-

ing two hours after var broke out. No documentary proof is available in

NUrnberg. I understand there is an affidavit of Admiral Godt, chief-of­

staff to Doe~ih, in which he stat6£ that U-3et torpedoed" ~he Athen1aw• and
\"

the catt in ~nd creW of U-30 were sworn to eecrec1 on their return. The

log of U-30 was fal~ifi d to omit the incident. Ritler stated th~ ~rit18h

themselves probab11 sank "the Athen1a". The e.f1'id.aTit and the log are

purported to be in London



rl Do n.ih

'b. be "LAconlali cp.rry1~ t!'l.ltaz:; ~.rlsonel'Q waa torpe~oed.

17 ~ep btr H42, T.t':.8 V-boa' capLln 3ttelllJ>tei reaeue oper HoD. , ,-

tug s... J'ed arCiS, Ufe r.w..fh 1n tOl • 5ul'Ti<tor on its :ip.ok" the U-bOf:..t

waa bombed oy ~ U. 5. pli e. Doenitft l ~qUG~t to deal re ,he RT$ neutral

wal ien.1ed,

c. Doenit, aon' a w!t .i~l dated t7 S~rte ber 1~4~ to ~ll

00 nud ra t~t to r $cua ~n off .~n hire con'Tadia~ the 18 ~n~a

of f1r! re, U-boat 0.. \ain Ho~hle interyret~d \ t '.S h!1 or1 r to kin the

or Wi of iunk~n hipe. ~oehl.·, tettimonT ~n~ thb wiT, 1 under.t~Q, ~$

111. Lond.on. 'l"a8 ., reAd in the ••bhrr'Ils in Hi-h' of "the .w:"COu.1~H

incident of i a lame d e. Alter ~OT ~r 1~42 ktIll n otf a en

hip. ould b~ in 1'iol 'ton of n1tz' order of NOT ~b8r ~o all U-bo t8

never \0 surtace 1D \he pr••eno~ of the nem.y.

d. Tht Pil ne, a Qreek ,hip, vaa sunk (~pr11 1944) ~n~ ita or~~

w~. ohin.-~~ned by ij-a~2. Th6 V-bo~~ w~s lht~r sunk. ~6 it, c~p'ain.

pt 1n ~c • eoU%t-.tr'1al~· ~1 the rlt1rh. Yba record! or tp~ lncl~·.~

U'e not 1n liur :ber. ~a1\I olal•• he 0'" not.h1~ 01 1t. lld 1£ U

It.alPP4il.u4. l' (,. 1n "lo1aUon of hh or rfJ 110' \0 .urt&ce.

t. U-51 lank a .nre~1 b1p <8 Feb, 1 40). ~ U-boi.t e p -in

• pr hed tor bil. actio, fbe dtl! n • 11 \.h... t t.he 'lUI' t.rhd to r t

u- t. ~. bAv. .Tt nee ot the InQ1den\ h reo

f. tbt ¥&p arltl, a Sp lah Ih1~. va, sunk b1 guntir (0.5 of

r1 tl. r~rpor\edll there 1s eTldfne. in ton 011 t t thft U-bopt o~pt~1n

Yaa 'r 1a.d bl OoeD.1tl tor a Iucce,.tul patrol.

~. A telecr&a to Qeaeral . leT (12 '~1 1945) 61~ed by the jc~-

~re~li&a\. tional 1tl U111011 af' rioa. CIO, of! ra to furnish

~1Tor tro. torpedoed ahip. to ·t. titT Ooenl\11 cr~w. de 1ber~~11

Tri.d cui ht, polio¥ of 111 till kill.- 1~ ~Ti1enC8 t. l~cklU8.
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Memo - Karl Doenlts

5. Oonclusion

The case against Doeni h on ,lttnning aggreuive warfare and wag-

lng illegal w~rfare is weak. Hovever, after 1943, he actlvelT .upported

the Nazi philosophies (p.6 of bri~!) and played a leading role in terror­

istic activities (pp. 6 and 7 of brief). The eTldence 1. not clear on the

murdering of commandos in Norway.

RICHARD HIlLLER
Lieutenant, USia
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