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This repoit supersedes previow =»2port on BOPMANN.
Homo s BORMAEK, Martin
Hationality: German
Positions as of 194S:

Reichgleiter of the KSDAP, 17 Octcber .933 - 1945 1/

Mitglied des Reichstggs (Merber of 43 Roichstag), November 1933 = 1945

Stabsleiter des Stellvertreters des IfMarers (Chief of Staff of the

-.—_—.—

“Tepaty of the FAnTer), LY33 = L1911

Mitglied dor Reichsregierung (Bamber »f the Raeich Goverrment) in his
capacid 3; of Leiter der Partoilanilei (Head of the Party Chancel-
lery), dune 191 Jofficially sinid Warch 15427 - 1945 1/, 3/

Seliretir des Flhwers (Secretary to tly Flhrer), March 1942 (?) - 1945 _g/

Hivglied des uirdsterrates {fr die Reihsverteidigung (Member of the
Covneir of liristerd for the Deie e of thoe Heich) , March 1942 (?)
1945

litglied des Belrats der Deubschen Re chsbaln (Member of the Advisory
Gorneii of Lhe GCerman National He .rords), 1 Jameary 1943 - 1945 U

Hitelied des Cbersten Parteigerichis ,.-uezr}: er of the Supreme Party Court),
17 October 1913 - 1945 ' 1/

hember of the Zentrale Planung {Gene:nl Council for Central Flanning,
December 194l - 1945 y

Si_~ Obevgruppenfihrer 10/

S8 ~ Obergruppenfithrer, March 1542 - 195 10/, L/

Birth Dete and Place: 17 Jume 1300, Halbe:utadt, Province' of Megdeburg, 5/.

Religions: Protestent, 5/
Paoily History: He is morrisd end los nine children, 1/ Cne younger

brother, Albert Bormann, Hauptamtsleiter of the Hawi Porfy and ESKR-Gruopene
fihver, vas & pereona2l gdjutant of Hitlen, 6/,

Edrcavion: He attended schools in Veimar and Eisenach, 7 '/

Vork ard Political History: Bormenn joined tle Germen amy in June 1918 a5 a
private in an arfillery regiment, 7/+ Dozcbilized in February 1919, he im-
neciately” became a member of the Kossbach Ires Corps fighting the Bolshevisis
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EQHLARN, Leriin - COVITDRNTIAL
Tark and Political History (contfd.):

in tioe Baltic states, 7/. After the peace treaties had been concluded
between these states end the USSR, the German Free Corps were to be
disbanded. liembeors of the Frec Corps, hovever, were employed by the

great land owners of Eastern Cermany, ostensibly as farmhands, but in
reality as protectors of the estates and in preparation for the day of
enti-republican and anti-democratic acticn, 9/, 19221923 Bormanm was
Mecklenburg section head of the Rossbach Free Corpa. 2/; fle was nomi-
nally a student «f agriculture and general manager cf o large estate in
Mecklenburg, 1920-1926. During this pericd his principal activities were
political rather than agricultnral. He was implicated in the Felmemords,
the assassination of persons who'@m the Free Corps members accused of
having betrayed the secrets of the organization and pons over to the repubw
lican suthorities. In one of these cases, the Fehmemord Kadew, he vas said
to have instigeated the murder, 8/. He wes taken into custody and held in
jedil from July until December 1923, pending trial, 8/. In warch 192L ne
wis sentenced to one year's imprisonment for complicity i the murder,
despite his denial of any connection with it, 10/.

Afver his release from prison, Bormann joined the Frontbann until his
entrance into the NSDAP, 11/. He served as chief of the press offiice
{(Gaupresseobmann) of the NSDAP in Gau Thuringias, 1927-1928, 5/. On 1
April 1928 lie also beceame Bezirksleiter (district leader) and Gane
geschitfinfithrer (secrotery general) of Gau Thuringia of the NSDAP, 5/.
From September 1928 until August 1930 he worked in the Supreme Command
of the SA (Oberste SA~-Fllhrung)e Until July 1933 hé was also head of the
relief to the families of Nazis vho had been arrested by the republican
authorities and to those who had lost their jobs because of their Naui
activities, 9/,

In July 1933 he was appointed chief of staff to Rudolf Hess, the IFthrer's
Deputy, and remained in this position until Hay 1941 when Hess mads his
spectecular f£light to England, 1/. In this capacity he became a Reichs-
loiter of the NSDAP on 17 October 1933, 1/. This position gave him access
to the imner circle of the Nazi Party. YXram November 1933 on, he was a
| member of the Geman Reichstag, 7/.
| Bormaun held the rank of SA-Obergrupoenfihrer (date of appointuent wnknowa),
| his connections with the SA having begun in 1928 (see above), E_/.

After Hesg' flight to England in 1941, Bormann advanced rapidly. He becare,
in fact, successor to Hgss as Leiter der Parteikanzlei (head of the Party
Chancellory) in Jure 1941, although the office of Deputy Flhrer was honcow
forth left vacent. His eppointment waa confimed b; decree of March 1942,
In this office Bormann rade or prepared decisions in all questions pertain-

| ing to personnel in the Party and exercised the functions formerly held by

\ the Deputy Flhrer. As head of the Party Chancellory he also became ex -

| officio member of the Reich Govermment (Heichsregierung), 13/. Furthernove,

. Bormann received the newly created post of Sekretir des Fihrers (Secretary
to the Flihrer) in warch 1942, 2/. Hitler thereupon appointed iim a member
of the Couvcil of kinistew for the Dafense of the Reich (¥itglied des Min-
isterrstos fir die Reichsverieidipung) énd honerayy S8 ~ Obergruppeniibrer,
(Bormann had held the rank of SS~{lruppenflihrer since 1540), L1 /.
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Tiork and Political History (cont'd.):

On 1 Janvary 1943 Bormann became a membe: of the Advisory Council of the
German Mational Railroads (Mitglied des Boirats der Deuischen keichsbahn, 1.
Apparently it wes hoped to improve the effi.cicncy of transportation by
placing prom'nent liezis in key positions, Thus Bormann also became influ-
ential in the econcmic sphare. / .

Bormenn was then in apositiom——in the iumeciate entourage of Hitler—-to take
decisive action with'little fear of contraiicticn. After the German defeat
at Stalingrad (January 1943) he ordered rigid curtailment of the organi-
zaticnal and administrative offices of the lazi Party apparently in order to
ward off criticism dirccted against the delement from wmilitary service of
party officlals and agair€t the behavior o high Party officials, 15/, Ac=~
cording to source 16/, Bormann also managul the appointment of General
Zeitzler as Chief of the Gerwan Ceneral S'aff in 1942, Zeitzler, who like
his close friend, Bormann, favored the increase in influence of the SS, had -
previously represented Himaler at Litlcer's headquarters, ?_L_/.

On the tenth anniversary of Bormann's appointment adiieichsleiter (17 October
19h3) it was vevealed that he vas also a 1ember of the Oberstes Partei-
gericht (Supreme Court of tie Nazi Party). This court treated matbers
pertaining to intermal Party disputes. Hei's, again, Bormann was in an
excellent position to wield influence in tin Nazi hierarchy, 1/. Hitler's
trust in Bormann is fuvrther shorn by the favt that Bormann was manager of
Hitler's estate, Obersaleberg, near Berchtesiaden, 1/.

Borpann is reported %o have indulged in faveritism within the Party, 8/, 16/,
fccording to reparts, he was in constent rividry with Bouhler, chief of the
FMihver's Chancellory, and, for some time, wish Goebbels. Bormann vas an old
friendbf Sauckel (Gauleiter of Thuringia and Relch Commissioner for Turopoan
Labor‘Allocation) and had the confidence of limmler, 11/. Bormann is said
Yo have represented the extremist SS group in the Nazi Party, 8/. According
to source 8/, Bormann was very hostile to the Catholic Chureh and argued that
the spirit of Christianity was incompatible vith the philosophy of National
Socialisma

In June 194k Bormann is reported to have ordered the liquidation of concen~
tration caups, starting with the one at Dachon, 17/. This order is said to
have ajmed at extermination of concentration camp inmates vecause the Jazis
Ielt that this group comstituted a potential clement of opposition and eme
barrassing witnesses before post-war tribunals, 17/.

On 11 December 194k he was reported to have heen appcimbed 4 member of the
Zentrale flanung (Cencral Council tor Cenmtral Flanning) following the dis-
missal of KBrner and other Gdring men, 18/, The Ceneral Couneil, co-
ordinator of government functions, vas sot up originally by Gbring. At the
time of Sormann's appointuent to the council, it consisted of Speer, Dietrich,
liilch, and Funk. However, there is no evidence of Bormamn's actual partici-
pation ir the work of this council inasmuch as German organization disinte-
grated rapidly in the following months.
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Work and Political History (cont'd.):

One of Bormann's last of icial acts is believed to have been his oppositicn
to the Ribbenirop~sponsored Komite zum Schutze Duroplischen Uenschentums
(Committee for the Protection of European Humanity) founded in Berlin on

3 April 1945 under the chairmanship of the Duke of Coburg and K.A. Mair

of the Forgign Office. This organization planned to "combat Bolshevism

by imnediately establishing contact and cooperation with the Wostern Allies."
As carly as December 19)i3 Bormamn vas said to have favored reaching an
agreement with the Soviet Union and in continuing the battle against
Britain, 20/.

In 1543, one source described Bormznn, Ribbentrop, and liimmler as the three
nest powerful men in Germany, _?_}_/ « Dormann's unusually rapid Trise as a
dominant force in the Nazi Party leadership was wigde possible by the flight
of Hess and by Bormann's excellent standing with Hitler and Himmler. Bormonn
played a leading policy-meking role during the last years of the Nazi regime
and it was he who tried to rally the German people to a last-ditch stand
against the Allies.

Bormann vias reported to have died in the battle of Berlin. Source _-:2/ says
that his charred body vas identifled by the Russians in Berlin on 10 liay
19L45. However, he was later reported to be a prisoner cn the United States
Army, but Whis later report probably refers to his brother Albert, g_/..

BR - 1

2 August 1945
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The Party Chancellory hes jurisdiction over the following party offices:

The

Sachbearbeiter flir innere Parteinagelegenheiten
(Office for Internal rarty Affairs)

Sachbearbeltor filr staatsrechtliche Fragen
(Office for Constitutional Questions)

Scnderbeauftragier bei der Partei-Kanzles
(Speical Delegate attached to the Party Chancellory)

Hauptarchiv der NSDAP
(Hain archives of the NSDAP)

Der Leiter der Auslands—-o_z_'granisation
(The Loader of The Foreign Organization OF the NSDAP)

Der Beauftragte der NSDAP fir alle Volkstumsfragen
(The Delegate of the LODAP for all "Folkdom® Questions)

Der Beauftragte filr den lNeubau des Reiches
(Lhe Delegate for the Reconstruction of the Eeich)

Ler Beaufiragte flir alle Fragen der Technik und ihre Organisatiohen
{The Delegate for all Guestions of Technology and its Organizations)

Der Sachbearbeiter fiir 2lle Fragen der Volksgesundheit
(The Delegate for all Questicns of Public Health)

Der Leiter des Passenpolitischen Amtes der NSDAP
[The Lcader of the hace Policy Ofiice of «he NSDAP)

Der Lelter des Amtes f8r Sippenforsch
{The Leader of the Office for Genealo%

Der Beauftragte fiir Fragen der Finsnz~und Steverpolitilk
(*he Delegate for Questions and Financial and Tax Policy)

Reichslager der NSDAP, Bad TBlz
(Tieich Camp of ths NSDAP, Bad T61z)

Reidhsschule der NSDAP, Feldafing
(Reich School of the KSDAP, Feldafing)

functions of the Party Chancellory ars officially describes as follcws:

The Party Chencellory is the Office of the Filhrer in his capacity as head

of the NSDAP. The hcad of this office, divectly responsible to the Filhrer,

is martin Bormann. He centralizes for the Fithrer the treatment of all basic
planning and suggestions from the Party sphere. Through him, tho directives
established by Hitler himself or prepared in his behalf for the entire Farty
go the respective offices for execution. The entirve field which arises from
the political leadership assignment of the Party and from ite directive-re-

lationshlp to the state, is centralized in the Party Chancellory.
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A1l internal Party planning, all questions of political leadership of vital
interest to the people, the basic recommndations of the leichsleiter,
Gauleiter, and leaders of formations /5S, SA, et§;7 are examined by the
Chief of the Party Chancellory on behalf of the Fihrer and are cousidered
in the light of over-all political requirements., The Party Chancellory is
responsible for carrying out the manifold tasks of the NSDAP in the field
of human leadership. The Party Chancellory directs the varied activities of
the Party organs in the total internal conduct of the war amd the Party work
in the incorporated and occupied territories. The Party Chancellory also
has the responsibility of acting upon all oquestions of common concern to the
Party and the Vehrmacht.

-

Within the sphere of the Party Chancellory is also the central handling of
the entire field concerning the securing ot the unity of Party and state.
Through decrse of tlie Fiihrer of 29 Hay 1941, the chief of the Party Chan-
cellory has the authority of a Reich liinister and is a memver of the Reich
Government. He alone represents the Party before the Supreme Reich authori-
ties. The following individual posers have been conferred on hiwm: '

1e The Chief of the Yarty Chancellory is to be consulted from the

outsedb about drafts of Reicn laws, decrees and executive ordsrs

of the Fihrer, decrees of the Council of Hinister for the De~

fense of the Reich, as well as decrces of tiv supreme Reich

authorities, inoluding-stipulations for executing them. The

same procddure holds in the case of approval of laws and decrecs

of the states (L#nder) and of approvel of decrees of state gover-

nors (Reichsstatthalter). In this process ths Chief of the Party
Chancellory represents the views of the Party as guerdian of the Natlonal
Socialist philosophy. Recommendations and suggestions for legislation from

the Party, its formaticns, and affiliated organigations, are trans-

mitted to the appropriate supreme Reich authorities only through the

Chief of the Party Chancellery.

2. The Chief of the Party Chancellory passes on the appoiniment and
promotion of offieials and Labor Service leaders, insofar as this
perogative is not previously exercised by the Gauleiter. In this
way the execution of state persornel policy is asaured on the basis

of the Neticnel Socialist philoscphy.

3« In all other fundamental and political questions the communications
between the supreme Reich authorities and supreme authorities of the
states {(Linder) on the one hand, and the Party on the other, pass
through the Ghief of the Party Chancellory exclusively. Thus inall
state spheres of jurisdiction there is assured a uwniform atiitude of
the Party, ivs fommations, and affiliated orgenizations.

e The Chief of the Party Chencellory has a number of powers for the
securing of the influence of the Party in matters of self-adminis-
tration of regional entities (Gebieotskdrperschaften) Avhich applied
originally to incorporated Austira and Sugenten regions/.

This survey of the jurisdiction of the Chief of the Party Chancellory (Martin
Bormenn) has been taken freom the original German text which is avallable in

Nationalsozialistisches Jahrbuch, iShL, pp. 181-182.
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Footnotes

1/ Das Reich, 17 Oct , 1943
Mirs - SS July 19kk _
3/ Who's Who Yonthly Scuplement, iay 1945
0SS Source S, 15 Jamuary 1945
5/ Wer Ist's, 1935
Nationalsozialistisches Jahrbuch, 194k
Der Crossdeutache Reichstag, 1938 |
0SS Source X, 1 April 1943 |
0SS Source T, 13 August 1945

Wirdentriiger im Dritten Reich, 1943
0SS BR 70 'E
S Source T, 8 February 1943

B, 1943

S Source D, 23 February 1943

So.rce T, 1 April 193

Source D, 21 lday 1943

Source D, 16 June 194k

Source S, 16 Jamary 1945 and 27 January 1945
0SS Source S, 9 May 1945

0SS Scurce S, 31 December 19L3

0SS Source D, 10 August 1943

ONI European News Digest, 12 May 1945 (quoting London Radio of 10 iiay 1945)
0SS Source F, July 1945
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cated) as was available at the time or preparation. It may consequently be
subject to amendment by additional or more recent intelligence. Index nume

This record is a summary of such intelligence (from one or more sources as indi- \
bers and letters are solely for indexing statements inthe report. . |
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