OFFICE OF U. S, CEIEF OF COULSEL .
FOR T PROSECTUICL OF AXIS CRIIINALITY

INTERROGATION DIVISION SUMARY

Interrogation of JCDL, Alfrcd
By: Lt. Colonel Einkel, 28 October 1u45, p.m.
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PERSONS al'l CRTANIZATIONS IMPLICATED, AND SUBJECTS

1. JODL

a. Aggressive war
(1) Czechoslovakia (1)
(2) Dircctives from the Fuehrer through keitd (3)
(3) Outline for the dircctive "Greon!
4) - Intentlon to attack CZechoslovakia (5)
§) Contemplation of incident camsing war (6)

b. Warning against military conflict by General Boek,
Fritsch, and Brauchitsch (7)

c. Pupposc of rearmament (8) -
ds - Troaty of Verscilles (11)

€. Anschluss
(1) Iilitary problem (13-15)

fe Aggressive war against Poland (15, 16)
ge Test on Czechoslovokia fortifiecations (18-21)
AGGRESSIVE WAR = C(Czcchoslovakial

Jodl states thot the document (Secrct command matter-addrcssed
to Chicf of OKW, Berlin, Date: 20 Hay 1v38) shown him in the
morning lnterrogation (samec dats) refrushed his memory in regard to
preparations made in view of the war against Czechoslovokia. This
skcteh was not his own werk, but the rcsult of confercnces held
with the Fuchrer (p.l)e Jodl himself never attcended conferchnecs
with thce Fuchrer bofore the war. Sketeh in question is the rosult dof
early dircctives made by the General Staff to cope with tho politi-

2l situation, as it prescnted itself, (p.2).

Keitel, aftor attcnding confercnees with Hitler, would inform
Jodl on the general Intentlons of the Fuehrer, on which the sketches
were to bc bascd. "He, (Keltel) gave us instructions to have in
view 2 possiblc conflict with Czechoslovakia", Politicnl dircetions
were invariably mado by the Fuchrer, given to Keitcl, who rceloyed
them te Jodl; thoey nover emcnated from the Foreign Office. (p.3).
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. Paragrophs 4, 5 and 6 of the! document, undcr the heading
"Outline for the Diructive Green'y' wore prepordd by the Staff,
Sections 1, 2 and 3 constitutc thd views of tthe' Fuchrer on the
Czcchoslovakia opcration (4). They merely pertain to an cventuali-

ty.

Jodl, 28 October 1945, p.m,

"Je all had the belief that thesc problems would sokve them-
sclves without any rocoursc to foreco", Jodl admits, howcver thab:
"In wicw of thc condition of the world at that time, the Fuchror
hod the idea of attacking Czechoslovakia." (p.5)

Jcdl personally did not rogard the opportunity for an attack
favorably, but as a soldicvr, had to bc procpardd for such an
cmergencey. All militory peeple werc opposcd toraction which might
lead to woer, but wonted 3 1/2 million Germéns in Czechoslovakia
rc-unitcd with the Reich. :

Q. "Didn't you contumplate, in your own plans, the crcation
of an incident from which war could be waged?™

A, "Ycs, but on the cxpress prosumption that o war would
bc unaveidable." linintains that this skctch was not conducive
to crecating o warlikc atmoshherc, but was mercly onc of the rcegulor
dutics of o military Goneral’ Staff, (6).

Gencral Beck, Fritsch and Brauchitsch had rcopcatedly warncd
Hitl.r cgainst "a military conflict at the present time", This
lcd to o conflic t betweon the Fuchrer and the Geneorcl Staff which
lastcd throughout thc war. (7). The Genoral Staff could only
cxpruss its disagreoment verbally since all its members woere under
oath., Only Buck rusigncd, (8)e. '

Asscrts Geoneral Staff saw in recarmament only an instrument to
bccome o sovercign statc os in 1918 (8), Confirms his previous
stotement to the cffcet thad the Germen Army was boing rc-cstabz
lishcd in order te corrcet what woerce considorod to be injusticos
cf thc Vorsailles Trcaty. Jeodl statos, in this conncction: "Ono
might say of this lost war, that it was, poerhaps, accomplished
by Germony, but of the ppevicus war I must strcss most stress
mcst cmphatically that we wore dragged into it in spite of our-
seclves, Jodl himself advocated limiting the expansion of German
spacc to those fronticrs cxisting prior to Versaillles. (11).

Belicves that the Fuchrer wanted at that time mercly to re-
unitc Germony and Czechoslar akic, but agrees that "under cortain
conditions he would be resorted to war"., Does not know whether
Hitler hod other objectives thoan thosc of ro-uniting the Sudeton
Germans, (12), ,

Ad0rlios 1O NILISAAY PROLLEM
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Jodl, 28 Octobur 1945, p.m.

ANSCHLUSS NO MILITARY PROBLE}

Jodl asscrts that to military circles, the Anschluss with
Austria prescntcd no problem, sincc thoy kncw it would not
neccssitate military actione (13)

Denies thorc was any propaganda Stirring German public
cpinion with rcgard to Austriaz. (14)

In Jodl's opinions, Germany's main objective in regard to
living spacc would have been achieved with the rcuniion of Sudontene
lend, the return of Austria, the re-establishment of the link
botween West-and East Prussia, and the rcturn of Danzig (14), but
he had nc occasion to ¢xpress his opinion since he left the OKW
in 1938 to command the 44th Artillery Division in Vicnna, rcmaining
therc until August, 1v39, whcn he w-s rcecallcd t5 Berlin as Hecd |
of the Gencroal Staff, (15).

AGGRESSIVIE WAR =~ POLAND

Did not attond mccting of General Officers in Obcrsalzburg on
22 August 1939 but knows thoy were addrcsscd by Hitler rcgording th
the possibility of a war with Poland. The invesion of Pcland was
decidcd by the time hc recached Berlin., (15),

Belicves mocting in question was attended by Keitcl, List,
Reichenou, Blaskowltz and Goering. (16) Bock had tondcred his
rcsignation as Hoad of the OKW in Autumn of 1838 and was roplaccd
by Keltcle Jodl is certain Beck was not at that mecting boecause
he was 1in disgracc with Hitlor. Brauchitsch was hcad of the Army;
Halder, chiof of Staff. (17).

TESTS ON CZECH FORTIFICATICNS

Admits that Czcch fortifications taken over by the Goermans

as a rosult of the Hunich agreoment werc of similar design as the
Maginot Linc, and that tests werc made on o very strong port of
the Czech border to determine their dogroe of rosistonce. (18)
Admits thot thce best way of attacking fortifications was dctcrmincd
at that timc. Dconics that it was onc of the terms of the Munich

act to leave the fortifications intoet in order to moke tosts
sincc "such tests could have becn made at our cwn fortificotions",

(19).

Jodl voluntgurs the opinicn that the German march into Bohemia
and Moravia brought on the world war. Doos not agrou with the steps
token by the fuchrer, s nce it turned world opinion, vilich was with
Germany up to Munich, against Germany. Asked what action he took
aftcor Munich and the Anschluss, Jodl states, "I could not do any-
thing bccausc I was tronsferrcd a2nd had nothing moro to do with it

(21).
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