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OFFICC OF U. S. CHIEF OF COUNSEL
FOR THE PROSECUTION OF AXIS CRIMINALITY

iNTERROGATION DIVISION SUMMARY
Interrogation of Jodl, Alfred

Byt Lt. Colonel Hinkel, 30 August 1945, a.m.

FERSONS AND ORGANIZATIONS IMPLICATED, AND SUBJECTS
s 5 JODL

a, Flanning of Polish Campaign{p.345)
b. Plenninz of French Campaign (p.6=9)
¢. Plan "Green" = Cgechoslovakia (p,9-11)

2, KETTEL

a., Plan for attack against France through Holland and
Belgium (p.12)
b. Occupetion of Belgium and the Netherlands (p.11,13)

ELANNING OF POLTISH CAMPAIGN

At the time when plans for an attack on Poland were begun, Jodl
was in Vienne and Bruenn, In August 1939 he was c¢alled to the OKW in
Berlin which is en indication that important matters wore pending, sinc.
in casc of war, he was designated as Chief of the Wehrmacht Leadership
staff.

Upon his return, Jodl prececded with the preparations for tho
Polish campaignj; says that first plans forsuch a campaign could only
have been begun in November 1938, (p.3)

Does not know dotails as to the datc when tho campaign was origin.i.
ordered but knows that in July 1939 troops from Bruenn had been sent to
the Polish frontier, In 1939, arlimont was Chief of the Section of
National Defcnsc, the position Jodl held in 1938, It was in this office
that Jodl had worked out the Plan "Greon." (p.5)

7PLANNING OF FRENGH GAMPATGN,

The Fuchrer had planned the tampaipn agrinst France for the wint.r
of 1939 and 40, when all the rivers would be frozen in Hollnd and Belg'u.

Assorts it wasnot Germmy’s intemtion to wage a war of norves
against France. "Wo .simply did not find sufficiently favorable weather <%
corry on our attack”. (p.6)
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Preliminary orders forthe attack were issued in January and
February 1940, but the decision to attack France in the winter was mado
as garly as October, 1939, (p.7)

Jodl comparos tho difforence botweon nreparations for an attack
and tho actual orders, with the difference botween someone "conceiving

tho idea of stabbing someone ~ith a knife and actually, then later,
carrying it out".

The offensive plan cgainst Fr nce was not worked out until the
torminction of warfore agninst Polond, (p.8) Jodl assorts that the politic
reason for the 24~hour postpnoment of the attack agaimst Poland was duc
to the 'gencrous offer of the Fuchrer' asking for a Germc.n line of
communication through the Polish Corridor”, {(p.8 and 9)

Admits that Plan "Green", with reference to Czechoslovakia,
anticipated action by Fronce in view of the Mutual Assistance Panct betwoen
Fronce and Czechoslovnkin, (p.9)

Idon of attack agninst Fronce originnted with the Fuchrer in the
middlec or end of October. Jodl states the attnck was motivated by tho
foar that Fronco=British troops, with tho conscnt of Belgium and the Nethor
lands, might, in a suddon morch, attack tho Ruhr toerritory. (p.10 and 11)

Jodl admits he and Koitel wholehoartedly agreed with this policy.
The Generasl Stoff ot first disagroed, hoping the war "might fall asleop"
but oftor a four weeks, they ~lso saw elear. (p.l1l)

Admits hc ond Keitol worked on the plan for tho attack against
Fronce through Hollond and Belgium, since an attack on the liaginoet Line
flanked by countries that wore "neutral in name only", soomed too groat
a risk, to the Fuchror (p.12).

Admits he absolutely ngreed to these¢ viows as did Keitel, sinco,
in war, omision of anything that might lessecn the danger is a crime.
Says hc never mot an officer who was opposed to the plan. Asked whother
it was his attitude that the most foasible militcory operation should be
uscd rogardloss of whether this invelved an invasion of neutral countrics,
Jodl states that he docs not hold this opinion unroservedly, but that ho
docs hold that o nation fighting for its life, has the right to usc any
morns of warfare it doems fit. (p.13)



