Interrogation ef e-- JODL {
BY - - ‘
Date & Time === 27 August 1945 |

In November of 1937 Jodl was Chief of the Section of Natiomal Defemse
in the 014 cabimet of the Wehrmacht, The first time that Jol had ever
been in the Reioh Chamcelory was at the begimmiang of the war amd that was
at the imvitation of the Fuhrer, Aay iaformatiom which he received about
the plans of the Fuhrer he received from Keitel., His maim eccupatiea im
1937 was the preparation eof the manuevers of the Wermacht. With referemce
to the fereiga peolicy ef the German gevermmeat Jedl assumed that after eur
military power was established the Fuhrer would take the mecessary steps
to do away with or te ammend these comditions which the treaty eof Versailles
had infracted om us, He teek for gramnted that Germany was geimg te re-
cever her mormal cemmumicatiomn between East and West Prussia and recever
her soverigaty and alse her lest colemies, Germany thought that they
could reestablish the lime betweea the Eastera and Westera Prussia te
recover the city of Damzig amd 4id mot think at that time of any esmnex-
atiens of Austria to the German Reich, We oaly thought of the propsgation
of the Germams maturally omly im commection with these spoets which were
adjacent to Germamy (1937). Jodl presemtly was most imterest im South
Tryol but it had never beem mentiomed. He comsidered it ome of the
gravest imjustices agaimst the (erman matiom that Easterm Prussia was
separated from Westera Prussia. He had never givem any thought te the
Sudetan Germans, Nobody in the whole Germam Wermacht had any doudt that
with the reestablishmeat of the Germam military power by Adolf Hitler the
German goverament was going to have a very active foreiga polioy dbut
aobody had any thought of any pesaibility ef war, least of all Jedl., We
thought the wromgs of the Versailles treaty would be dome away with by
politiad actiom. All of the people im Germaay felt that a terridble ia-
Justice had bDeea deme Ly the treaty of Versailles, Jedl comsidered it
only fair and equitable that these pessessions of which we had been de-
prived wremgfully aand which were pepulated by Germam peeple should right-
fully come back te Germany., This alse was the thought of the whole Germam
nation. In answer to the question whether or met he emgaged im any
discussion about the possibility amd of its damgers he replied "I take it
for granted I had." The problem ef the Germam peeple with the space is a
very old problem perhaps elder tham Natiomal Secialism, The dessity ef
the pepulation im Germamy except for Belgium is the greatest im Burepe
and im that limited space such preparatiom as eurs could met develep it~
self satisfactorily. This questiem may have been discussed by him secially
but met efficially, Discussion weat om accerdiang to the seciael field im
which ome circulated but as to the questiem of takimg certuim pieces of
territery by ferce, there was me such theughts im our mind amd least of
all in the mind ef the seldiers. Ia the Wehrmacht the eppesitien te any
policy of rapid expamsien was stromgest bDecause we were .frald we ceuld
mot keep pace with it. The Wehrmacht as an imstrumemt of pewer is ei
course imterested ia all pelitiocal guestiems, Jodl reiterated that he d4id
not deal with pelitical questioms Dut as a German was inmterested im the
sameé. The mainm topic for pelitical discussion was the attitude of Emglamd
as the main preblem and mest Officers im the Reichwher would have welcemed
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the friendship of Emglamd. There was mever a question or discussion
concerning Bohemia, Moravia or overe-ruaninmg Poland er declaring war om
Russia or marching imto Norway. “All our faith, our hope im our com-
ception of German foreiga policy comsisted in doing away with those

heavy wrongs which had been dome to us by the dictatorial treaty of
Versailles." In as much as certain countries of German belomgimg, of
German history amd of German population are invelved hece your questiom,
Yes, Jodl did mot remember the details of any speeches of Hitler "But

I must say that those utteramces agreed with our sspirstioms, If that

had net beea so we would mot have boean Corman Officers but mimor subjects,."
The matter of ecomomics for the welfare of the Cerman people in the export
business was dealt with by the ocomomic department and sdvisors and mot

by the Wohrmacht. Jodl stated that my comviotiom was that we hsd iz
Cermany enough raw materials except for soms precious motals and he alse
thought that their matural mesources if well developed were adequately
contemplated with previdiag the German people with a sufficiemt standayd

of liviag. This etamdard of liviag for the Geman people between 1933~
1937 had impreved in &« most extraordimary fashiom and he thought that

the development in thet time withim the 4 ysars, primarily the developmeat
of our matural resources such ss oil (mamufacture of artificial oil would
indue time have giveam us self-sufficiemcy at that time). He further thought
that if this production developed with the same progress snd if the surplus
of such preductiom could be exported and im turm importisg of foreiga
coamodities wight have been used, thea we could have become self-gufficiemt.
lis could met recall that Hitler had expressed am idea te the coutrary mor
did he remember the speeches of the Fulirer at that time but as anm outsider
he was sufficieatly impressed with the impetus in ecomamy to beliove that
Cermany was developing to such an exteat that it could held its own. Sueh
statenents being enly im referemce to conditiomns existing before ansexstiom
of uny other territories. During the war (whem we were ocoupying certaiam
territories) the questiom came up whether or mot we were goimg to keep such
territories, but not before the war, With refereace to Austria ho stated
that Austria had nothing to do with this commection simce Austria is pract-
ically a German country., Jodl stated that there mever im the world has beea
Such joy and jubilatiom as there was in Austria itself whem it was aunnexed
to Germany und as to the opimiecm expressed by a certaim portion of peeple
regardiang smnexation of territories outside the Versailles treaty, these
people were in Austria itself. Jodl emphasized the fact that he could not
reply to gertein questiers,such as the extemt of the use of the military,
8ince at that time he was a Colomel of the Steff and comparatively little
kmown, his jeb being teo build up the military orginizatiom such as the
building up of the Germam Army frem 7 to 36 Divisioms. They were so busy
that they had no tine %o give to any ether problems. Jodl remembered

that on the occasiem of a visit of the Kuglish statesman to the Chancelery
of the Reica the problem of colomies was mentiomed but mot iz am unfaverable
sense because his recollectiom from the time from 1939, 1940, 1941 and 1948
whea every anight he was at the side of the Fuhrer whe told him msny details
of things he had doae and people he had met amd things which had beea said.
It was his recolleotiom that the Fuhrer had said that neither Eaglamd or
France had defimitely rejected the retura of the cclomies and mot that
England or France did look usfaverably oa the retura of the coloaies but
that the time might come when the situatiom might imvelve., He could aot
place the time of this remark since the war had been on some 2,000 odd

days and the Fuhrer had made certaim declerations repsatedly. Jodl stated
that the Wehrmacht was simply a toel im the hands of politics .ad that he
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himself 4id mot care to be mixed up with any pelitiocs or else he would not
be a soldier or otherwise and within the Wehrmacht there was mo political
plan whatsoever, A% that time Von Blemberg was the head of the Wehrmacht
and that he would mot be mixed up with aay plams for future actiom except

by order of the Fuhrer which if he had received the same would have beem
transmitted to Keitel or to me, Jedl recalled ne conversstion with Vom
Blomberg which imdicated that he had received any imfermatiom from the Fuhrer
concerning amy future actioms on the part of the Wehrmecht., The first ia-
timatiom of such a aature was in 1938 when we decided on the march inte
Austria, Usually he had mo direct dealimgs with Vom Blomberg with respect
to his wori because he usually reperted to Keitel who used to go to Vom
Blemberg and only on any speaial occssion would he repert directly im persea
te Von Blemberg. Voa Blemberg had bdecome ascquainted with him after he had
srranged and devised the manuevers of 1937. Jodl doubts that Vom Blemberg
would have held a conference at whioh plans for the future were disoussed
without his kmewing it.

Colomel Hosfbach will the first adjutant of the Fuhrer im his capacity
of Bupmtfﬂm.r of the Wehrmacht and remaimed im that capacity umtil
the withdrawal of Gemeral Fritsch amd thea was replaced by Sohmumd im the
swuer of 1938, who has beem dead simce the 20th of July. Simce Eeszbaoh
was one of the youmgest military men present at these meetings he may have
jotted down some motes. Jodl remembered Vom Blomberg stated that some
action would have to bs taken hefore the end of the year 1945 as conceras
the rearming of the Navy.



